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Heavy rain lashes
parts of Kerala

Thiruvananthapuram,
May 14: As the low-pres-
sure area in the south-
eastern Arabian Sea int-
ensified into a severe dep-
ression on Friday heavy
rains lashed many parts
of Kerala and huge tidal
waves started hitting low-
lying coastal areas.

Anticipating massive
tidal flooding, the author-
ities have started shifting
to safety people living in
the low- lying seaside
regions of the southern
part of the state.

In some coastal pockets,
tidal waves entered the
seaside areas, exposing
coastal villages to high
tides and flooding.

Authorities have sound-
ed red alerts in Thir
uvananthapuram, Ko-
llam, Pathanamthitta, Al-
appuzha and Ernakulam
districts on May 14.

Northern districts, inc-

luding Malappuram, Koz-
hikode, Wayanad, Kannur
and Kasargod, would be
on red alert on Saturday.
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said the State has
taken steps to deal with
any calamity arising out
of the eyelonie storm.

According to the
Central Meteorological
Department, the low-pres-
sure area in the south-
eastern Arabian Sea has
intensified into a severe
depression.

Even though Kerala is
not in the predicted path
of thecyclone, heavy
rains, strong winds and
strong sea gusts are
expected till May 16, The
Chief Minister said, We
should exercise utmost
caution in districts and
adjoining districts where
the Meteorological Depa-
rtment has issued red and
orange alerts. —PTI
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A man takes cover under an umbrella from strong wind and heavy rain, at the
Kovalam coast in Thiruvananthapuram, on Friday - PTI
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Pecple pull a boat ashore, wh:ch sailed away amid strong winds, after a red alert in view of a cylonlc furmatlon in the Arabian Sea, in Thlruva-
nanthapuram, on Friday.

Cyclone Tauktae to intensify
into ‘very severe storm’: IMD

Storm to hit

New Delhi, May 14: The
depression in the Arabian
Sea is likely to intensify
inte a “very severe
cyclonic storm™ on May 17
and cross the Gujarat
coast a day later, the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) said on Friday

The weather condition
has intensified into a deep
depression, It is very like-
Iy to further intensify into
cyclonic storm “‘Tauktae'
by Saturday morning. It is
very likely to intensify fur-
ther into a severe cyclonic

states of Maha, Gujarat, Kerala, some places of Goa

storm by Saturday night.
From May 16-19, it is very
likely to intensify into a
“yery severe cyclonic
storm” with a wind speed
of 150-160 kilometres per
hour gusting up to 175
kmph,

Cyclone Warning Divi-
sion of the IMD said. It is
likely to reach Gujarat
coast by the morning of
May 18. The IMD has
alerted the state along the
western coast. It said the
Lakshadweep Islands will
receive heavy to very

heavy rainfall at isolated
places on May 15 and
heavy falls at isolated
places on May 16.

Heavy to very heavy falls
are expected at a few
places on May 15 and
heavy to very heavy falls
at isolated places on May
16-17.

The ghat districts of
Tamil Nadu are expected
to witness light to moder-
ate rainfall at many places
with heavy to very heavy
falls and extremely heavy
falls at isolated places are

very likely on May 14 and
15. Karnataka (coastal and
adjoining ghat districts)
are likely to receive light
to moderate rainfall at
most places with heavy to
very heavy falls at a few
paces with extremely
heavy falls at isolated
places on May 15 and
heavy falls at isolated
places on May 16. Konkan
and Goa are expected to
receive heavy to wvery
heavy falls on May 15-16.
The coastal districts of
Saurashtra in Gujarat are

likely to receive rainfall
from May 16 and heavy to
very heavy falls are
expected on May 17.
Heavy to very heavy falls
at a few places, extremely
heavy falls at isolated
places over Saurashtra
and Kutch are likely on
May 18, the IMD said. The
name ‘Tauktae' has been
given by Myanmar which
means ‘gecko’. This is
going to be the first
evelonic storm of this vear
along the Indian coast.
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Heavy rains in Kerala, red alert in 5 dists

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
DHNS

eavy rains and winds,

and high tides lashed

many partsof Keralaon
Friday causing extensive dam-
ages to houses and flooding at
low-lying areas. Hundreds of
families were shifted to relief
camps.

While the Indian Meteor-
ological Department (IMD)
sounded a red alert in three
southern districts on Friday,
ared alert was sounded at five
North Kerala districts, includ-
ing Kasaragod that borders
Mangaluru, for Saturday as
the low-pressure formation

aflooded house in a coastal area after heavy rains ahead of
Cyclone Tauktae in Kochi on Friday. arp
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over the Arabian sea is likely
tointensify into Cyclone Tauk-
tae.

NDRF, Kerala Fireand Res-
cue Services, police and other
agencies were on standby to
face the eventualities,

Hundreds of families in ca-
lamity-prone areas were shift-
ed to safe locations. Trees got
uprooted at many parts of the
state in the heavy winds.

On Friday, Thiruvanan-
thapuram, Kollam, Alappuzha,
Kochi, Thrissur,and Malappu-
ram suffered extensive dam-
ages. Many houses along the
coastal areas were damaged
and many houses in low-lying
areas were flooded.
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Hyderabad records moderate rainfall

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

Light to moderate rains
lashed the city on Friday af-
ternoon, bringing the tem-
perature down by quite a
few notches, While the day
started off on a dry, hot note,
late-afternoon saw showers
in many areas across the
city, ranging from a light
drizzle of 0.5 mm rainfall
recorded at the Automatic
‘Weather Station (AWS) at
Malkajgiri to 33 mm at
Gachibowli.

The AWS at Lingampally
MMTS station also saw
moderate rainfall, at 32.2
mm, and the surrounding
areas as well, like Miyapur,
Khajaguda, Chandanagar
also saw rainfall of 16mm,
16.8mm and 28 mm respec-

tively. Bachpalle also
recorded rainfall of over 30
mm

The south-eastern parts
of the city, Saroornagar and
Hayathnagar, also saw mod-

A car makes its way through a water-logged road in Hvderabad on Friday. — Photo: Surya Sridhar

erate rainfall between 16
mm recorded at Alkapuri
and 29.3 mm recorded at
Hastinapuram community

'I‘ine Indian Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD}, Hy-
derabad, expects similar

rainfall till May 18, with a
possibility of rain or thun-
dershowers towards
evening or night.

The minimum tempera-
ture recorded on Friday was
26.8 degree Celsius while
the maximum temperature

was 39 degree Celsius, The
IMD also predicts a similar
minimum and maximum
temperatures over the next
few days but the maximum
temperature is expected to
touch 40 degree Celsius on
May17.
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The River

he sacred river deserved better not the least

because it flows through the cow belt. This is

quite the most charitable construct that can
be placed upon the dumping of bodies of Covid
victims in the Ganga as it meanders through Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar and also, of course, Malda in
West Bengal. This has lent a heartrending dimen-
sion to the resurgence of the pandemic, much too
horrendous even at the mildest estimation. Fear-
ing the spread of infection, the bodies are not even
touched by the next of kin, let alone taken for cre-
mation. With remarkable promptitude, therefore,
the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) has
wriiten to state governments across the country,
underlining the grim reality. Specifically, such inhu-
man dumping of the dead is a “grave violation of
Covid protocol and it necessitates urgent action”.
Of such action, there has been virtually nil; even
the state governments in Patna and Lucknow have
been seemingly impervious to the canker that per-
meates the supposedly sacred water.

One must give it to the West Bengal govern-
ment that has directed Malda’s district administra-
tion to step up surveillance for bodies in the Ganga
and cremate then in a manner that is concordant
with Covid protocol. The nub of the matter must
be that every rule in the book as well as municipal
regulations have been violated in at least two states.
While the willful pollution of the river persists
unchecked, it has scarcely been realised that such
dumping of the dead in the Ganga not merely caus-
es pollution, but is frightfully unhygienic, one that
“increases the risk of spreading infections in the
communities inhabiting in and around the regions
of the river banks”, according to the NMCG. It
would be no exaggeration to suggest that few loca-
tions are as polluted as the rivers of the country.
Such pollution is as astonishing as it is incredible,
most particularly in Varanasi ~ incidentally Naren-
dra Modi’s constituency ~ where the Ganga has a
profound connotation with religious rituals riveted
to the river and its ghats. Trashed to irrelevance in
the event is the hi-falutin Ganga Action Plan that
has achieved little ever since it was conceived. And
of course the irony of sins that were purged at the
Kumbh not so long ago in the same waters having
acted as a superspreader will not be lost on those
who now think little of dumping bodies in the river.
The tragedy deepens as over the past two days,
unidentified and unclaimed bodies have been seen
floating in the Ganga in Bihar's Buxar district and in
neighbouring Ballia and Ghazipur districts of UP.
The problem is fairly extensive with the Chief Sec-
retaries of Bengal, Bihar, UP, Uttarakhand and
Jharkhand being put on alert, with a directive on
“effective control on future incidences of people
dumping bodies in the Ganga and its tributaries”.
There ought to have been a crackdown at the
threshold. There wasn't. And the hideous disposal of
the dead is spreading. Jean Renoir, the French film-
maker from whose film we borrow the title of this
comment, would have been appalled.
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