4 killed in Karnataka, 2 in Goa; landfall

Bengaluru/Panaji/Ahm
edabad, May 16: Gale-
force winds, heavy rainfall
and high tidal waves swept
the coastal belt of Kerala,
Karnataka and Goa as
Cyclone Tauktae hurtled
northwards towards Guja-
rat on Sunday, leaving
four people dead in
Karnataka and two dead in
Goa, damaging hundreds
of houses, uprooting elec-
tricity poles and trees and
forcing evacuation.

According to the India
Meteorological Depa-
rtment (IMD), Tauktae
which has taken the form
of a “very severe cyclonic
storm” is likely to intensi-
fy further during the next
24 hours and reach the
Gujarat coast on Monday
evening.

An estimated 1.5 lakh
people are being shifted
from low-lying coastal
areas in Gujarat while 54
teams of National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
and State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF)
have been deployed in the
state.

Maharashtra too was
bracing for impact as the
Met department predicted
heavy to very heavy rains
at isolated places in north
Konkan, Mumbai, Thane
and Palghar and extreme-
ly heavy rainfall in Raigad
on Monday.

Four deaths have been
reported from Karnataka's
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Cyclone nips into many states
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High sea waves due to Cyclone Tauktae hit the Bhagavathi Prem, a sunken dredger, at the Surathkal Beach near
Mangaluru in Karnataka on Sunday.

Uttara Kannada, Udupi,
Chikkamagaluru and
Shivamogga districts in
cyclone-related incidents.
Two persons died in Goa
on Sunday in separate
incidents caused due to
gusty winds triggered by
cyclone Tauktae, which

also damaged hundreds of
houses and blocked some
highways in parts of the
state as trees fell at several
points, Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant said.

The major impact of the
cyclonic winds was felt in
Bardez taluka in North

Goa district and
Mormugao in South Goa,
he said.

Gusty winds and heavy
rains lashed several parts
of the state on Sunday due
to the cyclonic storm,
uprooting electricity poles
and affecting power supply

- PTI

in many parts of the
coastal state, officials said.

The water level in many
dams across Kerala
showed a rising trend on
Sunday.

W Page 2: IMD orange alert
in 3 Kerala districts
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With the cnly witnessing rains for the past few days, thick clouds form in sky over the Unani Hospital in

Hyderabad on Sunday.

— DEEPAK DESHPANDE

Monsoon rains likely
to hit state by June 10

Monsoon expected to be normal this year, says Skymet

T.S.S. SIDDHARTH | DC
HYDERABAD, MAY 16

Propelled by the influ-
ence of Cyclone Tauktae,
currently making its way
over the Arabian Sea to
the Gujarat coast, the
southwest monsoon, is
expected to ride slightly
faster and is expected
to arrive in the state in
the second
June.

Typically. the monsoon
reaches the Indian main-
land around June 1. This
vear, the Indian meteoro-
logical department (IMD)
expects the landfall on
the Kerala coast, a day
earlier, on May 31.

While officials say that
it is too early to predict
when the monsoon will
reach Telangana and

week of

o SKYMET SAID the
monsoon would be
‘healthy normal' to the
tune of 103 per cent
(with an error margin of
+/- five per cent) of the
long period average
(LPA) of 880.6mm for
the four-month period
from June to September.

cover the entire state,
given the past data, it
could be around June 10,
which is normal. This,
however, could be differ-
ent by a few days, either
early or late, depending
on when the monsoon
would make landfall, the
officials said.

According to the pri-
vate weather forecaster
Skymet, the cyclone in
the Arabian Sea will be

consequential for the
advance of the monsoon
stream over Indian
waters. However, tropical
storm  Tauktae will
vacate the Indian region
by May 22, following
which the westerly winds
- blowing from west
to east - and cross-equato-
rial flow will
strengthen over the
Arabian Sea.

Skymet said the mon-
soon would be ‘healthy
normal’ tothe tune of 103
per cent (with an error
margin of +/- five per
cent) of the long period
average (LPA) of
880.6mm for the four-
month period from June
to September. This would
make it the third consec-
utive year of normal or
above-normal monsoon.

Now, it has released its
monsoon onset date for
2021.

Skymet expects the
onset to be around the
normal date. Based on
the data from 1961-2019,
the normal date of onset
over Indian mainland is
June 1 with a standard
deviation of one week.
This also will be assisted
by the MJO (Madden
Julian Oscillation) enter-
ing the Indian Ocean
with moderate ampli-
tude. Pre-monsoon show-
ers will be intense and
hefty over Kerala,
SKkymet predicts that this
vear the onset of south-
west monsoon over
Kerala is likely to be on
May 30 with a model
error of plus or minus
two days.
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6 dead as Tauktae
intensifies

BENGALURU/PANAJI/AHMEDABAD

Gale-force winds, heavy
rainfall and high tidal waves
swept the coastal belt of
Kerala, Karnataka and Goa
as Cyclone Tauktae hurtled
northwards towards Gu-
jarat on Sunday, leaving six
people dead, damaging hun-
dreds of houses, uprooting
electricity poles and trees
and forcing evacuation in
low-lying areas.

According to the IMD,
Tauktae which has taken
the form of a “very severe
cyclonic storm” is likely to
intensify further during the
next 24 hours and reach the
Gujarat coast on Monday.
Strong winds with speed

reaching up to 90 km/per
were lashing the western
coastal region. According to
the Cyclone Warning Divi-
sion of the IMD, by May 18
the wind speed is expected
to increase to 150-160 km
per hour, gusting up to 175
km per hour.

An estimated 1.5 lakh peo-
ple are being shifted from
low-lying coastal areas in
Gujarat while 54 teams of
the NDRF and SDRF have
been deployed in the State.
Maharashtra too was brac-
ing for the storm as the Met
predicted heavy to very
heavy rains at isolated
places in Mumbai, Thane
and Palghar.

(SEE PAGES 2,7)



CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

Several parts of the city and
the outskirts received spells
of rains towards afternoon
on Sunday that brought
down the day temperature
and offered respite from the
hot summer conditions.
The day that began with
typical summer conditions
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Rain hits several areas in city

4

had the weather changing
around the afternoon and
spells of rain greeting differ-
ent parts of the city. Several
of the city outskirts too
recorded rains.

According to the data
recorded by Telangana
State Development Plan-
ning Society, HMT Hills in
Kukatpally recorded 59.3
mm rainfall followed by

Rains lashed several localities in the city due to the effect of cyclone Tauktae, on Sunday. — Photo: NRajesh

Shaikpet where 56.8 mm
rainfall was recorded. The
other areas that recorded
the rain today included Bal-
aji Nagar in Kukatpally (56
mm}), Kakatiya Hills, Mad-
hapur (50.3 mm) and CBCID
Colony, KPHB (47 mm).
Other parts of the city in-
cluding Asifnagar, Gol-
conda, Serilingampally,
Khairatabad and Kapra too

received rainfall, For Mon-
day, the Indian Meteorolog-
ical Department (IMD)-Hy-
derabad hasmade a forecast
of rain or thundershowers
occuring in the city towards
evening or night. The maxi-
mum and minimum temper-
atures in city on Monday are
expected to be around 34 de-
gree Celsius and 24 degree
Celsius, respectively.
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Union govt orders states to prevent dumping of corpses in water bodies

Neetu Chandra Sharma
neetu.s@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

he Centre has directed
T states to take steps to

prevent the dumping of
dead bodiesin the river Ganga
and focus on their safe disposal
and dignified cremation.

The Central Water Com-
mission (CWC), Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCB) and
state pollution control boards
have also been roped in after
the National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG) wrote to dis-
trict magistrates and chief sec-
retaries of Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar to halt the dumping of

dead bodies—either partially
burnt ordecomposed corpses.

The National Jal Jeevan
Mission hasalso issued an adv-
isory for the monitoring and
surveillance of water quality.

This follows several dead
bodies that were found float-
ingon the Gangaand its tribu-
taries in the past few weeks fol-
lowing the devastating second
wave of covid-19.

Pankaj Kumar, secretary,
ministry of Jal Shakti, on Sat-
urday reviewed the statusand
steps taken by authorities in
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar with
officials of the two states.

“Instructionsalready given
and wanted expeditious action

A s 9

> s -
States have been asked to give

and also underscored the need
togive equal attention tosuch
incidents in urban as well as
rural areas along Ganga and

financial aid for cremation. reuters

other rivers. Stopping of
dumping of dead bodies as
well as their safe disposal and
protection of water quality has

to be attended to on war foot-
ing,” said Kumar. He said feed-
back and action plans would
be given to the states after
ascertaining the steps taken.
Earlierlast week, the NMCG
took a serious note of the
dumping of dead bodiesin the
Ganga and alerted district
administrations and state gov-
ernments. A direction and
advisory was issued on 11 May
by the director general,
NMCG, todistrict magistrates,
whoare also the chairpersons
ofthe District Ganga Commit-
tees, followed bya letter on 12
May to the chiefsecretaries to
work towards prevention of
dumping of dead bodiesin the

river and improve enforce-
ment of government guide-
lines on cremation of covid-19
infected people. Theletteralso
advised the states to support
cremation, provide financial
assistance as well as regulate
therates of the cremation/bur-
ial process and materials.

“The situation is being fol-
lowed up with several districts
like Unnao, Kanpur rural,
Ghazipur, Balia and Buxar,
Saran in Bihar. However, some
cases are also reported [rom
other districts as well. The
state missions should follow
up action taken with all dis-
tricts,” said Rajiv Ranjan
Mishra, DG, NMCG.

“There is a need to
strengthen enforcement,
maintain vigil and take proact-
iveaction to facilitate and sup-
port the families for cremation
of dead bodies and asked state
missions to specifically report
on this. If needed, project
directors can assess and also
give support to District Ganga
Committees for this out of
NMCG funds available with
them while keeping NMCG
informed,” Mishra said.

State pollution control
boards have been directed to
improve and make more fre-
quent water quality monitor-
ing in consultations with the
health department.
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Water level rises in many
dams as rains lash Kerala

Kochi, May 16: The
water level in many
dams across Kerala

showed a rising trend on
Sunday even as cyclone
Tauktae moved away
from the state’s coast
after wreaking havoc.

India Meteorological
Department has issued
orange alerts — a warn-
ing indicating heavy to
very heavy rain — on
Sunday in three dis-
tricts.

The catchment areas of
many dams in the cen-
tral Kerala districts have
reported heavy rains,
prompting the authori-
ties to sound alert warn-

ings before upping their
shutters.

The Thrissur district
administration said spil-
lway shutters of the
Peringalkuthu dam will
be opened if the water
level crosses the permit-
ted limit of 419.41
metres.

In a statement, the
administration has urg-
ed the people living on
the banks of Chalakudy
river to be cautious.
Shutters of Malankara
dam in Idukki district
will be opened on Sun-
day, as the water level
has increased, the
authorities said. — PTI
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Prevent dumping
of bodies in Ganga’

Focus on their safe disposal and a
dignified cremation: Centre to UP, Bihar

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Centre
directed Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar on Sunday to prevent
dumping of dead bodies in the
Ganga and its tributaries, and
focus on their safe disposal
and a dignified cremation after
corpses were seen floating in
these rivers following a spurt
in the number of coronavirus
cases.

At a review meeting con-
ducted on May 15-16, the Cen-
tre said dumping of dead bodies
and partially burnt or decom-
posed corpses in the Ganga and
its tributaries has recently been
reported, which is "most unde-
sirable and alarming’.

"Namami Gange directs
states to prevent dumping of
dead bodies in the Ganga and
focus on their safe disposal and
providing support for ensuring
dignified cremation," the Jal
Shakti Ministry said.

The state pollution control
boards were directed to moni-
tor the water quality more fre-
quently in consultations with
the health departments.

The Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) was
assigned the task of overall
monitoring, providing guid-
ance to the state pollution
control boards and taking up
advanced analysis in the matter.

Support for cremation
needs to be given top priority.
Effective implementation of the
government orders needs to be
ensured. No loss of time should
take place in implementation,
the ministry said.

An advisory was issued by
Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Direc-
tor General, National Mission
for Clean Ganga, to the dis-
trict magistrates, who are also
the chairpersons of the district
Ganga committees, on May 11.

More than 300 hodies found buried near Ganga in Shivrajpur, Kanpur

on Friday

PIC/PTI

This was followed up by
a letter the next day to the
chief secretaries to prevent the
dumping of dead bodies in the
river and ensure enforcement
of the government guidelines
on the cremation of COVID-
19 victims.

The letter also advised
the states to provide financial
assistance as well as regulate
the rates for the cremation or
burial process.

On May 15, the steps
taken in this regard in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar were
reviewed at a meeting chaired
Pankaj Kumar, Secretary,
Ministry of Jal Shakti, and
further action points were
decided.

Highlighting the instruc-
tions already given, Kumar had
called for expeditious action
and underscored the need to
give equal attention to such
incidents in urban and rural
areas along the Ganga and
other rivers.

"Stopping of dump-
ing of dead bodies as well as
their safe disposal and pro-
tection of water quality have
to be ensured on a war foot-
ing. After knowing the prog-

ress from the states, the CWC
(Central Water Commission),
the CPCB and the state pollu-
tion control boards would also
be giving their feedback and
action plans," he had said.

Mishra stated that the sit-
uation is being monitored
and follow-up action is being
taken in several districts such
as Unnao, Kanpur rural, Ghazi-
purand Balia in Uttar Pradesh
and Buxar and Saran in Bihar.

However, some cases have
also been reported from other
districts. He asked the state
missions to keep an eye on the
situation.

Mishra emphasised the
need to strengthen enforce-
ment, maintain vigil and
take proactive action to
facilitate and support the
families for the cremation of
the bodies and asked the state
missions to specifically report
on this.

"If needed, the proj-
ect directors can assess and
also give support to the dis-
trict Ganga committees for
this out of the NMCG funds
available with them, while
keeping the NMCG informed,"
he said.
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States, UTs asked to use loT tools
ensure water supply to villages

IANS B NEW DELHI

he National Jal Jeevan

Mission (NJJM) has asked
all States and Union Territories
(UTs) to roll out sensor-based
IoT solutions to measure and
monitor water supply in rural
areas, so as to ensure water ser-
vice delivery in rural homes by
addressing various issues that
cause disruption on a regular
basis.

In a statement, the Jal
Shakti Ministry said: “India has
one of the most vibrant Internet
of Things (IoT) eco-systems in
the world, with various sup-
porting enablers making it
conducive for companies seek-
ing to serve the global demand
beyond national boundaries.
The Government of India has
introduced a number of initia-
tives to leverage the benefits of
these disruptive IoT technolo-
gies in multiple sectors.”

To utilise this expertise, the
NJJM, and the Ministry had set
up a Technical Expert
Committee to prepare a road
map for measurement and
monitoring of water service
delivery systems in the rural
areas. The committee has emi-
nent members from academia,
administration, technology and
specialists from the water sup-
ply sector.

The committee met 11
times and despite the Covid
pandemig, finalised the report,

which has shared to the
states/UTs and provides a
framework to design, develop
and establish a coherent system
that is able to exchange the data
at local and central level.

The broad framework will
help the States/UTs in firming
up the desired standards to
meet the requirement of
change from mere infrastruc-
ture to ensuring water service
delivery. The NJJM, in part-
nership with state governments
and sector partners, has start-
ed facilitating sensor-based
water supply systems on pilot
basis in several villages.

The data from 11 pilot
locations about the daily water
supply, its quantity and regu-
larity are shown on the Jal
Jeevan Mission dashboard.

“Many States like Bihar,
Punjab, Haryana have come
forward for the implementa-
tion. Sikkim, Manipur, Goa
have completed basic survey
works. Gujarat has begun nav-
igating the sensor-based rural

JAL JEEVAN MISSION
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water supply systems in 1,000
villages. A technology grand
challenge launched by NJJM in
partnership with MEITY,
Government of India, is going
to be showcases in 100 villages
in states of Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka
and Manipur;” the Ministry
said.

The data collected from the
field locations will be trans-
mitted to the state and Central
server and can be used to
monitor the functionality
(quantity, quality and regular-
ity of water supply) at the state
and Central level. This will
ensure to minimise service
delivery outage and water loss
and monitor the quantity and
quality on a long-term basis.

The additional advantage
of this data would be to analyse
the demand pattern of the user
groups over time and use this
information for demand man-
agement at the aggregate level.
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