File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Deccan Chronicle 24-May-2021

_Lockpown | EFFECT | There has been net rise in water level of 2.03 m in April

Groundwater level up in most dists

T.5.5. SIDDHARTH | DC
HYDERABAD, MAY 23

Apart from improvement
in air guality, the lock-
down and decreased
human activity for the
past vear as well as a good
monsoon has had good tid-
ings with regard to
groundwater levels as
well. There has been a net
rise in groundwater level
of 2.03 m in April as com-
pared to the same month

last vear, say officials of
the state ground water
department.

The rise, they say, is
observed in 27 districts.
Six other districts, howev-
er, saw a fall in groundwa-
ter levels.

Pandith Madhanure,
director of the depart-
ment, told Deccan
Chronicle, “The water lev-
els have not dipped since
the extraction was limited
to drinking water purpos-

es. There was no commer-
cial extraction of water.”

While the number of
people staying back at
home increased, commer-
cial activities like con-
struction came to a halt or
slowed down for long peri-
ods. This helped in the rise
in groundwater levels.

A report by the depart-
ment said the smallest rise
of groundwater level of
0.26 m was observed in
Karimnagar district and a

maximum rise of 7.08 m in

Sangareddy district. A
minimum fall of 0.01 m
was observed in

Bhupalapally and a maxi-
mum fall of 1.85 m in the
groundwater level was
seen in Adilabad district.

“The levels of this April
as compared to March
showed an increase in
area of deep-water level
(greater than 20 m) by 852
km2 of state area,” they
said.

The fall, compared to
decadal average of April
from 2011 2020, of up to 0.5
m was observed in 24 man-
dals, a 0.5-1 m in eight
mandals, 1-2 m in nine
mandals and a fall of more
than 2m in 14 mandals.

These mandals fall in the
western and southern
parts of Nizamabad, north
and eastern Bhupalpally,
western part of Adilabad
and the central part of
Kamareddy.
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Cyclone Yaas set to
pound WB, Odisha

RAJIB CHOWDHURI and
AKSHAYA KUMAR
SAHOO | DC
KOLKATA/BHUBANESWAR,
MAY 23

As Cyclone “Yaas" is
feared to strike the
Odisha and West Bengal
coasts in a “very severe”
shape, as deadly as last
year’s Amphan, at a max-
imum windspeed of 155
165 kmph gusting to 185
kmph on May 26 evening,
the Indian Air Force has
assigned nearly a dozen
transport aircraft and
maore than two dozen heli-
copters from its fleet for
large-scale humanitarian
aid and disaster relief
operations in the two
eastern states,

Cyclone *Yaas”, which
is gathering strength in
the Bay of Bengal, is like-
Iy to cross the north
Odisha-West Bengal
coast between Odisha’s
Paradip and Sagar Island
in West Bengal by May 26
(Wednesday) eveningasa
very severs cyclonic
storm, the India Mete-
orological Department
forecast on Sunday.

“Satellite imageries and
ocean buoy observations
indicate that Saturday's
low pressure area which
became well-marked over
the east-central Bay of
Bengal in the same
evening has concentrated
into a depression. It is
now concentrated over

Cyclone “Yaas", which is
gathering stre ngth in the
Bay of Bengal, is likely to
cross the north Odisha-
West Bengal coast
between Odisha's
Paradip and Sagar Island
in West Bengal by May
26 (Wednesday) evening
as a very severe cyclonic
storm, the India Mete-
orological Department
forecast on Sunday.

the same east-central Bay
of Bengal about 560 km
north-northwest of Port
Blair (Andaman Islands),
590 km east-southeast of
Paradip, 690 km south-
southeast of Balasore and
670 km south-southeast of
Digha (West Bengal). It is
very likely to move north
northwestwards and
intensify into a cyclonic
storm by May 24 morn-
ing”, the IMD said in its
afternoon bulletin on
Sunday.

The bulletin added that
the cyclonic storm will
further intensify into a
“very severe cyeclonic
storm”™ during the next 24
hours. And then it would
continue to move north
northwestwards, intensi-
fy further and reach
northwest Bay of Bengal
near West Bengal and
north Odisha coasts by
May 26 morning.

W Page 8: Navy on standby
to help WB, Odisha



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Tribune 24-May-2021

155-165 KMPH

Yaas to make |landfall with \
speed gustingto 185 kmph X '

2

Fish

Yaas shapinginto ‘very severe
storm, to hit Bengal on May 26

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE will continue to move north-
- ALERTINCOASTALBELT | i estwards.  intensify
NEW DELHI, MAY 23 Bt is likely to cause heawvy turther and reach northwest
Cyclone “Yaas” will cross the  rainfall in the coastal Bay of Bengal near West Ben-
north Odisha West Bengal coast districts of West Bengal gal and north Odisha coasts
between Paradip and Sagar and north Odisha by May 26 morning,
islands by May 26eveningasa  mThe IMD has warned of State governments as well
“very severe cyclonic storm”, 3 storm surge of about as the Centre are preparing
the IMD said today: 2.4 m in coastal areas for the cyclone that will
According to the weather of Bengal and Odisha bring winds with a speed
office, the satellite ranging 155-165 kmph.

imageries and ocean buoy

The depressionisvery likely

The IMD said “Yaas” would

observations indicate that to move north-nothwest- make landfall with the wind
yesterday's “low pressure wards and intensify into a speed ranging 155-165 kmph
area” that became well- “cyclonicstorm”bytomorrow  gusting to 185 kmph. It is
marked over the east cen- morning and subsequently likely to cause heavy rainfall
tral Bay of Bengal has con- into a “very severe cyclonic  inthe coastal districts of West
centrated into a depression.  storm” inthenext 24 hours. It Bengal and north Odisha.
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Cyclone may hit West Bengal,
Odisha coasts on Wednesday

A depression in east central Bay
of Bengal is very likely to inten-
sify into a very severe cyclonic
storm with a possible wind speed
of 155 kmph to 165 kmph and
make landfall on May 26 evening
between Paradip in Odisha and
Sagar island in West Bengal, the
Met department said on Sunday.

The system, which lays 670 km
south-southeast of Digha in West
Bengal and 590 km east-south-
east of Paradip, will cause heavy
to very heavy rain in the coastal
and interior districts of the two
states as it progresses, said San-
jib Bandopadhyay, the deputy di-
rector of the Regional Met Cen-
tre in Kolkata.

The depression will intensify
into a cyclonic storm by May 24
morning and move in a north-
northwesterly direction. "In sub-
sequent 24 hours, it will intensify
into avery severe cyclonic storm
and reach north Bay of Bengal
near West Bengal-Odisha coasts
on May 26 morning,” Bandopad-
hyay said. Odisha would experi-
ence light to moderate rainfall at
many places with heavy rainfall
in the north coastal districts from
May 25, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said.

Continued on Page 7

Vessels anchored in River Ganga as a part of preparation for
Cyclone 'Yaas' in Kolkata on Sunday

Heavy rain & heatwave
forecast for TS & AP

HANS NEWS SERVICE

ANDHRA Pradesh and Telan-
ganaare likely to receive
heavy rain and simultane-
ously experience heatwaves
in the next 48 hours under
the influence of depression
in the Bay of Bengal. The As-
tro Weather Forecast says
that Telangana, North
Coastal Andhra Pradesh,
South Coastal Andhra
Pradesh and Rayalaseema
Regions would experience
above normal temperatures
with pockets of acute heat-
waves. In the evening, sud-
den changes in weather
with isolated thunder

storms, lightning, strong
gusty winds with moderate
to heavy rains and dust
storms are likely over dry
areas of South Coastal AP
and Rayalaseema. The fore-
cast said that a low-pres-
sure area has formed over
East Central Bay of Bengal
and concentrated into a de-
pression over east central
Bay of Bengal which was
moving North - Northwest
wards and intensify into a
cyclonic storm by Monday.
The cyclone is also likely to
turn into super cyclone and
reach north Bay of Bengal
and adjoining north Odisha
and Bangladesh coasts by
May 26 morning.
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