File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Deccan Chronicle 25-May-2021

TS paddy farmers worried
over Cyclone Yaas’ impact

AP gears up to face
yet another storm

%Rﬁﬁ. PRASAD SUNKU |
HYDERABAD MAY 24

Giribabu, a paddy farmer of
Jangaon district, has
expressed a major worry of
farmers in Telananga: "How
to dry our paddy if there is
going to be more of rainfall
in Telangana?" The weather
office has warned that the
state is set to face the
onslaught of Yaas cyclone
through this week.

"Paddy has around 20-25
per cent moisture content.
We have to dry it and reduce
the moisture to 16 per cent
before the state government
procures it from us. The
moisture content would
increase if there is rain. We
hawve to dry the grains for a
longer period, which leads
to discoloration,” laments
Giribabu.

Giribabu adds that the
already labour-intensive
process of paddy harvest-
ing would only get more
complicated with the rains.

Speaking to Deccan
Chronicle, Vissa Kiran
Kumar firrom Rvthu

Swarajya Vedika said, "If
the crop gets wet due to the
rain, there would be a loss
of Rs 500 per quintal.”

The rain forecast has left
the farmers in deep pain.
As per the IMD forecast,
“Thunderstorms associated
with lightning and at times
gusty winds of 30 to 40
kmph are wvery likely to
occur at isolated places in
Adilabad, Komaram Bhe-
em, Mancherial, MNirmal,
Nizamabad, Javashankar
Bhupalpally, Mulugu, Bhad-
radri Kothagudem, Kham-
mam and other districts.™

The forecast is for a period
from May 24 to 26 and for
the 28th too.

The rain is likely to pose a
threat to the rabi seasonal
crops (winter-grown crops)

like maize, paddy, and
Bengal gram in addition to
Mangoes.

Farmers are already bat-
tered by the lockdown. They
are hit by the low market
prices and many of them
are unable to go to their
fields due to travel restric-

DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAY AWADA, MAY 24

Though the impact of the
cyclonic storm Yaas would
be relatively less on Andhra
Pradesh, the state govern-
ment has geared up its
machinery to face any even-
tuality. Special care is being
taken to ensure the medical
care to Covidl9-infected
patients is not affected.

Chief Minister Jagan
Mohan Reddy attended a
virtual review meeting
called by Union Home
Minister Amit Shah to take
stock of the states’ pre-
paredness in facing the
cyclonic storm. The CM
promised the Centre that all
requisite steps would be
taken to ensure safety and
security.

Later, the CM reviewed
the matters with officials
and directed them to ensure
uninterrupted supply of
medical oxyvgen to the

Covid-infected patients
undergoing treatment. He
asked them to avoid any
power cut to the oxygen
generation plants, oxyvgen
refilling plants and to the
centres dealing with oxy-
gen cylinders.

The CM stressed the need
to arrange diesel genera-
tors at the hospitals as a
power back-up in case of
any disruption in power
supply. He asked officials to

depute power staff to
attend to exigencies of
power outage. The CM

directed the officials to
keep adequate stocks of
medical oxvgen ready espe-
cially in wvulnerable areas
and take all steps to avoid
any short supply

He laid stress on making
alternative arrangements
in case of any disruption in
transport of medical oxy-
gen especially from Angul
in Odisha due to the
evelone.

tions. The recent heavy
rainfall has already plaved
havoce with their crops, and
now comes the prediction of
more rain due to a cyvclonic
formation in the Bay of
Bengal.

Every year, the Telangana
state government has,
through the civil supplies
department., been procur-
ing paddy from farmers.
This wvear, the government
has estimated that
there would be about
1.41 crore tonnes of paddy
vield. However, so far,
the government has pro-
cured only 60 lakh tonnes
directlyw

Paddy procurement by the
government has also been
impacted by the lockdown.

“Procurement by the state
government is very slow
this yvear. So far, it has pro-
cured only around 50 per

cent of the yield. It is not
possible to complete the
procurement by May end.
Due to the unprecedented
rain, it has been difficult to
dry the wet crops. There are
not enough of the dryvers
and paddy has to be dried in
the open.” said Kanneganti
Ravi from the Rythu
Swarajyva Vedika.

Ravi has reqguested the
sovernment to speed up the
process of procurement and
use government buildings
like schools, colleges and
function halls to store the
paddy and other crops in
view of rains.

In addition to that, they
have reguested for an
increase in the procure-
ment centres by 5,000 more.
They also want the govern-
ment to procure other crops
like bengal gram as was
assured to them.
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The Krishna River
Management Board
(KRMB) meeting sched-
uled to be held on Tuesday
to discuss water alloca-
tions to Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh for the
new water year set to
begin on June 1, has been
postponed at the last
minute.

The KRMB on Monday
announced the meeting
was postponed following
the request of the Andhra
Pradesh government and
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AP government says officers are busy gearing up for cyclone

KRMB meet put off, AP for new office

the fresh date would be
notified later.

It said that the AP gov-
ernment sought postpone-
ment of the meeting on
the grounds of officials
being engaged in Yaas
cyclone relief measures
and Polavaram project
works due to which they
could not attend the meet-
ing. The meeting will be
held in virtual mode in
view of Covid second
wave and lockdown in
both the states.

The KRMB last met on
March 9 in virtual mode
but the meeting ended

THE KRISHNA RIVER
Management Board office
is likely to be shifted from
Hyderabad to Visakhap-
atnam.

abruptly due to technical
glitches in video confer-
encing. Official sources
said the KRBM had
included the issue of AP
and TS not releasing funds
to the board in time to
meet its administrative
costs in the agenda of the
meeting.

As per the agreement,
both the states have to
bear the expenditure

equally. The amount will
be utilised for payment of
salaries to staff, installing
telemetry devices at irri-
gation projects to gauge
the consumption of water
by both the states accu-
rately to avoid disputes
aver water sharing
besides meeting day-to-
day administrative
expenses.

The board wants to seek
Rs 18 crore for the new
water year. Last year, the
board sought Rs 8 crore,
but only the Telangana
government released its
share of %4 crore. Sources

said the AP government
owed dues for the last two
years. The KRMB office is
likely to be shifted from
Hyderabad to Visakhap-
atham. As per AP
Reorganisation Act, 2014,
the office of Goda-vari
River Management Board
(GRMB) should be located
in Telangana and KRMB
in AP. However, the KRMB
continues to function from
Hyderabad so far and the
AP government is strong-
ly demanding to shift the
KRMB office to
Visakhapatnam immedi-
ately.
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‘Yaas’ to make
landfall tomorrow

KOLKATA/NEW DELHI

Cyclonic storm Yaas is
likely to make landfall near
Balasore in north Odisha at
a speed of 155 kmph to 165
kmph, gusting to 185 kmph,
around noon on May 26, the
Met Department said.

Anticipating the fury of
the storm, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah re-
viewed preparations includ-
ing evacuation of people in
vulnerable coastal areas and
safe return of all ships and
vessels as well as safety of
Covid facilities such as oxy-
gen plants, mostlylocated in
eastern India.

At a video conference
held with the Chief Minis-
ters of Andhra Pradesh,
Odisha and West Bengal
and the Lieutenant Gover-
nor of Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands, besides officials
of concerned Ministries, the
Minister said a 24x7 control
room is functioning in the
MHA, which can be con-

TS TO WITNESS
THUNDERSTORMS

With cyclone 'Yaas'in-
tensifying further, thun-
derstorms accompanied
with lightning and gusty
winds are likely to occur
at isolated places in Nal-
gonda, Miryalguda, Kha-
mmam, Yadadri, Ranga
Reddy and Hyderabad
during the next couple
of days. According to
Met, hailstorm occurred
inisolated places over
Narayanpet on Monday.

tacted by them any time for
assistance, Shah specifically
conveyed to the states likely
to be impacted to make ad-
equate power backup
arrangements in all Covid
hospitals, laboratories, vac-
cine cold chains and other
medical facilities, a Home
Ministry statement said.
(SEE PAGE 2)
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ODISHA, BENGAL STEP UP EVACUATION

Cyclone Yaas likely to make
landfall near Balasore in Odisha

Union Home Minister reviews preparations with state CMs, officials

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA/NEW DELHI/
BHUBANESHWAR: Cyclonic
storm Yaas is likely to make
landfall near Balasore in north
Odisha at a speed of 155 kmph
to 165 kmph, gusting to 185
kmph, around noon on May
26, the MeT department said
on Monday.

Anticipating the fury of the
storm, Union Home minister
Amit Shah reviewed prepara-
tions, including evacuation of
people in vulnerable coastal
areas and safe return of all
ships and vessels as well as
safety of COVID-19 facilities
such as oxygen plants, mostly
located in eastern India.

At a video conference held
with the chief ministers of
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and
West Bengal and the Lieuten-
ant Governor of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, besides
officials of concerned minis-
tries, the minister said a 24x7
control room is functioning in
the MHA, which can be con-
tacted by them any time for
assistance.

Storm-like weather conditions near Howrah Bridge, on Monday

» Yaas is likely to make landfall
at a speed of 155 kmph to
165 kmph, gusting to 185
kmph, around noon on May 26

» NDRF has earmarked a
total of 149 teams for
undertaking evacuation and
rescue operations

» All the states expected to
face the fury of the “very
severe cyclonic storm” have
been asked to “not take any
chance™

» Several trains run by the
South-Eastern Railway have
also been cancelled

MeT department officials
said the storm system, which
lay centred about 550 km
south-southeast of Balasore at
5.30 pm on Monday is moving
ina north-northwesterly direc-
tion, the Regional Met Centre
in Kolkata, said.

It will intensify into a severe
cyclonic storm by Monday
night and further intensify into

a very severe cyclonic storm
by May 26 within the next 12
hours. Yaas will cross the shore
between Paradip in Odisha and
Sagar Island in West Bengal,
close to Balasore, officials said.

“At the time of landfall near
Balasore, wind speed will reach
155 kmph to 165 kmph, gust-
ing to 185 kmph, along and
off Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapara,

Bhadrak and Balasore districts
in Odisha and in East Mid-
napore district of West Ben-
gal,” Sanjib Bandopadhyay, the
deputy director at the Regional
MeT Centre in Kolkata, said.
Coastal areas of North and
South 24-Parganas district of
West Bengal will experience 90
kmph to 100 kmph wind speed,
gusting to 120 kmph, he said.

Wind speed on May 26 in
Kolkata, Howrah and Hooghly
will reach 70 kmph to 80 kmph
gusting to 90 kmph.

Sea conditions will be
very rough to phenomenal on
May 26, the MeT department
warned and advised fishermen
not to venture into the sea till
further information,

Continued on P4
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‘Yaasmay be more severe than
Amphan’: Mamatawants
morecycloneaid for Bengal

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
KOLEATAZA MAY

WestBengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee today
apprehended thatimpend-
ing Cyclone Yaas will be
more severe than lastyear’s
Amphan with its impact
persisting for 72hoursand
complainedto Union home
minister Amit Shah against
lesserfinancial assistance
forthecyclonebeing sanc-
tionedtoWest Bengal than
both Odisha and Andhra
Pradesh.

Addressing a Press con-
ference at Nabanna, Miss
Banerjee said she ques-
tioned Mr Shah as to why
Rs 400 crore of cyclone
assistance was allotted to
Bengal compared to Rs
600 crore to Odisha and
Andhra Pradesh at the
meeting earlier.

“MrShah said the deci-
siondepended on science.
[ understand the political
science behind itbutdon't
know this science,” she
said. Deliberating on the
impact of Cyclone Yaas,
Miss Banerjee said it will
affect all the 20 districts of
West Bengal. State gov-
ernment hastargeted evac-

uatng around 101 peo-
ple fromareas having high
risk of devastation. The
chief minister will stay
backatUpanna, an annex
building of Nabanna, which
will serve as the control
room for cyclone Yaas, on
25 May to monitor the sit-
uation for 48 hours.

The Army, NDRF and
SDRF have been put on
alert. Fifty one disaster
management teams are
ready. Power backup facil-
ities have been arranged at
hospitals and vaccination
centres. Miss Banerjee said
that sufficientrelief mate-
rials have beenstocked up
and 4,000 cyclone centres
have been set up.

State agriculture depart-
menthasannounced com-
pensation for farmers if
their crops are damaged due
to the cyclone. Farmers
will receivecompensation
ofRs 13,500/ hectare iftheir

sha prepared
fur Covid-cyclone
twin challenges’

Odisha chief minister
Naveen Patnaikinformed
Union Home Amit Shah
that the state is fully pre-
pared to meet thed ouble
challenge of cyclone Yaas
and Covid. Odisha has
built the requisite disas-
ter mitigation infrastruc-
ture over the last two
decades and its model
has been acknowledged to
be the best by the inter-
national community.
The CM appealed to
people oflow lying areas
toshift tocycloneshelers.
“You have to be more
careful this time as it isa
double disaster . 5o each
one must wear double
masks, follow hand
hygieneand Covid-19pro-
tocols”, he said. SNS

crops are damaged on
multi-crop plots. For sin-
gle-crop plot, the com-
pensation is Rs 6,800/
hectare and for betel leaf
vine damage, the amount
is 18,000 /hectare.
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ome minister

AmitShahtoday

held a review

meeting with
chief ministers of West
Bengal, Odisha and Andhra
Pradeshand the Lt Gover-
norof Andaman & Nicobar
Islands to assess their pre-
paredness to deal with
Cyclone Yaasforming in the
Bay of Bengal.

Shah specifically re-
iterated thatthe Statesand
the union territoryadmin-
istration shouldmake ade-
quate power back-up
arrangements in all Covid-
19hospitals, labs, vaccine
coldchainsand other med-
ical facilities.

He advised them to
ensure adequatestocks of
allessentialmedicines and
suppliesin hospitals, keep-
ing in view the likely dis-
ruption of movement of
vehicles. For health facil-
ities, including temporary
hospitals, likelyto be affect-
ed by the cyclone, the
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Yaas:HMholdsreview
meet withthreeCMs

Asksstates, UTto ensure power back-up arrangementsin Covid hospitals

Andh
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Pradesh, Andaman

& Nicobar Islands
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!i Evacuation of patients in advance
in order to secure from losses
¥ A 24x7 control room is: " Adequatepower back-

functioning in the MHA, up arrangements in all
which can be contacted at. Covid-19 hospitals, labs,
any time for any assistance vaccine cold chains and

by the States and the UT

other medical facilities

Home Minister advised
them to make adequate
arrangements for secur-
ing them from losses and
for evacuation of patients
in advance, if necessary.
He said advance action
takenin this regard onthe
Western coast a few days
agohad ensuredthat there
was no adverse impact on
any medical facility.
Shah assuredthe States
and the Union Territory
of all cooperation of the
Central Government and
its agencies, and directed
senior officers for the same.
Hesaid thata 24x7con-

trol room isfunctioningin
the MHA, which can be
contacted at any time for
any assistance bythe States
and the Union Territory.

TheIndian Coast Guard,
the Navy, the Army and Air
Force units have been put
on standby.

Odisha chief minister
Maveen Pamaik thanked the
Central Government for
convening the meeting
and forextending assistance
to the State Government.

He said that all neces-
sarysteps havebeen taken
by his Government tohan-
dle and manage the cyclone.

Tracking
Cyclone

‘YAAS’

May 27 (11 .'Il-Jarr'-n
Deep Depression | |

{35-45 kmph., gusting o

58

[ May2s (11:30pm)
Severe Cycloais Storm

Brapah
(55-65 kmph, gusting to 75) | Odisha e

o=

(3545 kmph,
gusbg to 55)

BDRN

WestBengal chief min-
ister Mamata Banerjee also
assured that necessary
steps are being taken to
ensure that there is mini-
mal loss of life and prop-
erty due tothe impending
cyclone, and thatthe State
Government is fully pre-
pared.

Andhra Pradesh chief
minister ¥ 5 Jaganmohan
Reddy said thatnecessary
precautionsare being taken.

The Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar [slands
Admiral D KJoshi informed
the Home Minister that
the cyclone would have
little or negligible impact
on the Islands.

Thesafety of all shipping
and fishing vessels, and
all portsand oil installations
in the area was also
reviewed during themeet-
ing.The Stateswere asked
to ensure thatall fishermen
are brought back to shore
andmessagesin local lan-
guagesovermobile phones,
television, social media
and through village pan-
chayatsare disseminated.

M The deep depression over Bay of Ben-
gal intensified into cyclonic storm “Yoas'
todayand is likehyto make a landfallbetween
Paradip and Sagar Islands near Balasore

in Odisha.

» The cyclone is expected to cross West
Bengal- cross north Odisha coast belts dur-
ing noon on 26 May instead of evening

hours.

M The diameter of the cyclone is likely
to be around 700km, according to sources
in India Meteorological Department (IMD).

» Unlike Amphan, that hit the land
about 35 km South of Sagar Islands in South

anmn%-\k
May 26 (11:30 am) -
Very Severe Cyclonic Slarm
(105-115 kmph, gusting o 125)
B e et — !
INDIA May 25 (5:30 am)
Severs Cyclonic Storm
; [ 905-115 kimph. gusting to 125)
Anidha
Pradesh May 24 (19:30 pm)
Severy e Storm
r——— (90-100 kmph, gusting to 110)

24 Parganas coming asclose as 15 km later,

and brushed past Kolkata , cyclone Yaas
is likely to have maximum impact in East

Midnapore.

M Kolkatais expected to have lesserimpact
2’ of cyclone Yaas than Amphan last year,

(TN according to sources in IMD.
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