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13L people evacuated in
WB, Odisha before Yaas

RAJIBE CHOWDHURI AND
AKSHAYA KUMAR
SAHOO | DC
KOLKATA/BALASORE, MAY
25

A day before the “very
severe” Cyclone “Yaas”
makes its landfall and
strikes mainly two states
in eastern India, a tornado
hit two districts of West
Bengal on Tuesday, leav-
ing two persons dead due
to  electrocution and
injured several others,
while damaging several
houses. Eleven lakh peo-
ple were evacuated to
safer places in West
Bengal, while in Odisha at
least two lakh people were
evacuated.

It was also found
Cyclone Yaas had slightly
changed its course; and

will now have its landfall
at Dhamra, in Odisha'’s
Bhadrak district, at 5.30
am on Wednesday, instead
of Balasore. Heavy down-
pours and squally winds
lashed the coastal districts
both states. In the midst of
a raging pandemic, those
who are Covid-positive
are being placed in sepa-
rate cyclone shelters.

In Kolkata, West Bengal
chief minister Mamata
Banerjee has stationed
herself at the conirol room
at Nabanna, the state sec-
retariat, for the next two
days to lead her govern-
ment's relief and rescue
operations. The Indian
Army has deployed 17
relief columns of soldiers
in 10 districts of the state.

The tornado struck two
districts Hooghly and

MNorth 24 Parganas —locat-
ed on both sides of the
Hooghly river on Tuesday
afternoon. The two vie-
tims — Swapan Das Baul
(40) and Kamal Majhi (21)

are from Pandua in
Hooghly districts. They
were out of their homes
then.

The director-general of
the India Meteorological
Department, Dr
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra,
said Tuesday evening:
“The storm will further
intensify in the next 12
hours and turn into a very
severe cyclonic storm. It
will have its landfall near
Dhamra in Odisha’s
Bhadrak district. The
windspeed at the time of
landfall will most likely be
155-165 kmph, gusting up
to 185 kmph.”
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Speed up L

schemes:

He orders to call tenders for projects by June 15

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MAY 25

Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao
on Tuesday directed
officials to speed up
work on all lift irriga-
tion schemes propo-
sed on foreshores of
Magarjunasagar rese-
rvoir as well as in
undivided Nalgonda
district from Deva-
rakonda to Kodad.

The CM further
ordered that officials
call tenders for con-
struction of these
projects by June 15.
Minister Jagadish
Reddy has been asked
to coordinate with
irrigation depart-
ment for speeding up
of the foreshore
schemes,

Addressing a high-
level meeting on irri-
gation sector at
Pragathi Bhavan with
ministers and senior
officials, Chan-
drashekar Rao point-
ed out that
Kaleshwaram Lift
Irrigation Project has
become a boon for
Telangana state, as it
alone irrigated 35

THE CM further
ordered that officials
call tenders for con-
struction of these proj-
ects by June 15. Mini-
ster Jagadish Reddy
has been asked to
coordinate with irriga-
tion department for
speeding up of the
foreshore schemes.

lakh acres of farm-
lands and enabled
farmers to raise two
crops a vear. He asked
officials to fill all ma-
jor and minor tanks,
reservoirs and check
dams in the state with
Kaleshwaram water
in the upcoming
rainy season.

The Chief Minister
pointed out that 90
per cent of tanks
under Kaleshwaram
remained brimming
with water even dur-
ing summer This
resulted in significant
improvement in lev-
els of ground water
across the state. In
this context, he said
50 per cent of total
tanks should always
be full with Kalesh-
waram water irre-

spective of rainfall.

Rao said, “New irri-
gation facilities creat-
ed by Telangana gov-
ernment have led to
unprecedented incre-
ase in agriculture
production. Crops are
being sown in more
than one crore acres.
Even during the diffi-
cult Corona time last
year, agriculture sec-
tor contributed 17 per
cent to GSDP and re-
mained as a backbone
of state’s economy.”™

Stating that water
will be available from
Yellampalli to Dumm-
ugudem till October-
end due to Kaleshw-
aram, he directed offi-
cials to fill all tanks
and keep water ready
for farmers to raise a
second crop during
the Rabi season.

At the same time,
the CM said, officials
cshould ensure that
there is no drinking
water shortage in any
part of the state. Min-
imum water levels
must be ensured in all
the reservoirs by
coordinating with
Mission Bhagiratha
officials, he added.
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NGT appoints joint panel to
inspect Mekedatu dam site

It will check for any construction
activity without Centre's nod

v

ET B SIVAPRIYAN
CHENNAI, DHNS

r I Yhe Southern Bench of
the National Green Tri-
bunal (NGT) on Tuesday

constituted a four-member

committee to visit Mekedatu
whereKarnatakahas proposed
to build a reservoir across the

Cauvery, to check whether

any construction activity was

on there, without obtaining
necessary permission from
departments of the union gov-
ernment.

Intheirorder, Justice KRam-
akrishnan and expert member

Dr K Satyagopal, a retired [AS

officerof the Tamil Nadu cadre,
said the committee will inspect
theareain question and submit
afactual as well asaction taken
report, if there is any violation
found. The report should be
submitted onorbefore July 5.

Thebenchwashearingasuo
metu case based on a newspa-
perreportdated April 15,2021,
whichsaid ‘Construction activ-
itynear Mekedatudamevokes
uneasein TN

It appointed a joint com-
mittee comprising of a senior
member from the Integrated
Regional Office, Ministry of
Environment, Forests & Cli-
mate Change (MoEF&CC),

Aview of the spot identified by the Government

of Karnataka for the construction of a balancing
reservoir-cum-drinking water project at Mekedatu
in Ramanagara district. pH FiLE PHOTO

Bengaluru, a senior officer
from the Cauvery Water Man-
agement Authority, a senior
officer from the Cauvery
Neeravari Nigam Limited and
a senior officer from the For-
est department not below the
rank of additional conservator

of forests, Karnataka.

“The committee is also di-
rected to go into the question
astowhetherany construction
activity as alleged in the news-
paper report has been started
without obtaining necessary
clearance from the Forest De-

partment as well as from the
MoEF&CC under the Forest
Conservation Act as well as
the EIA Notification, 2006,”
the order said.

If there is any construction
made and if any damage has
been caused to the environ-
ment, they are directed to as-
sess the damage caused to the
environment and environmen-
tal compensation payable by
the respectiveauthoritieswho
are responsible for the same,
the order said.

The proposed construction
of a reservoir in Mekedatu is
yet another source of [riction
between Tamil Nadu and Kar-
nataka. While Tamil Nadu
says no reservoir can be built
without its concurrence and
that it is against the orders of
the Supreme Court, Karnata-
ka says the project is aimed at
fulfilling drinking water needs
of Bengaluru.
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The Irrigation Department
has been advised to coordi-
nate with the authorities of
Mission Bhagiratha to main-
tain Minimum Drawdown
Level (MDDL) in all the
projects, to ensure that there
is no shortage of drinking
water.

At a review meeting here
on Tuesday, Chief Minister
K Chandrashekhar Rao said
that through the revival of
the Sri Ram Sagar Project,
the water problem has been
ended permanently even for
the last ayacut areas of
Suryapet and Thungath-
urthy. The Mallanna Sagar
will be a boon for Husnabad,
erstwhile Medak district,
Alait, Bhongir and Jangaon
district, he said.

He added that upon com-
pletion, the Sitarama project
in Khammam district and
the Devadula project in
Warangal district will cater
exclusively to the local re-
quirements. Similarly, the
officials were asked to fi-
nalise the water manage-
ment plans for irrigation
projects in the Krishna and
Godavari basins in other dis-
tricts. The State government

has already allocated Rs 700
crore to take up various
canal repair works, while the
funds required for taking up
operation and maintenance
wotks will be made available
with the Principal Secretary
of Irrigation Department
shortly.

“Once water is released
from the Kaleshwaram proj-
ect, the flow should not stop
until it reaches the lastacre,”
he said. He also directed the
officials to cancel the old
tenders invited for the Nel-
likal Lift Trrigation Scheme
and invite fresh tenders
within next one week, to ir-
rigate around 24,000 acres
in Nagatjuna Sagar con-
stituency.

As there is an increased
work for the Irrigation De-
partment, the Chief Minister
insisted that the promotions
should be given to all eligi-
ble candidates and the va-
cant posts should be filled
immediately. A separate
board will be established for
taking up the recruitments
exclusively for the Irrigation
Department soon. Engineer-
in-Chief Muralidhar Rao
was instructed to submit the
vacancy position of all posts
within the Department im-
mediately and it was sug-
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gested to fill the posts of jun-
ior engineers and Lashkars
at the earliest,
Chandrashekhar Rao
asked the officials about the
progress of medium irriga-
tion projects in Adilabad
district and directed them to
submit a status report, Soon
after the construction of the
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KCR reviews status of irrigation projects

Directs officials to coordinate with the authorities of Mission Bhagiratha to maintain Minimum Drawdown Level in all projects to ensure there is no drinking water shortage

@ CM for completing third phase of SRSP the earliest

Priority Areas

SRSP SOLVED THE WATER PROBLEM PERMANENTLY EVEN FOR LAST
AYACUT OF SURYAPET AND THUNGATHURTHY

® Officials asked to finalise water management plans for
projects in the Krishna and Godavari basins

fill vacant posts

@ [rrigation Department directed to give promotions and

® Posts of junior engineers and Lashkars to be filled soon

® Separate board mooted for taking up recruitments
exclusively for the Irrigation Department

L%

Sammakka Sarakka barrage
is completed, he wanted
them to deploy a technical
team to train the engineers
in the barrage management.
He asked them to stop land
acquisition for the contrac-
tors’ camps and complete
construction of staff quar-
ters near all the major lift ir-

® DPR sought on Sangameshwara and Basaveshwara lift
irrigation scheme works in Sangareddy

OUGHT FOR TELANGANA
VE OF ACHIEVING OUR

rigation schemes and pump
houses on a priority basis.
He also insisted that the
third phase of SRSP should
be completed at the earliest.

Besides taking up DBM-71
canal lining works for di-
verting the Kaleswaram
water from Mylaram tank to
Suryapeta and Thungath-

Officials asked to
modernise the Haldi
Vagu project canal to

provide irrigation
facility to
7,000 acres

urthy areas, the officials
were asked to modernise the
Haldi Vagu project canal to
provide irrigation facility to
7,000 acres. They were in-
structed to consult the
Water and Power Consul-
tancy Setrvices (WAPCOS)
to conduct a survey for
about two lakh acres of aya-

cut proposed to be culti-
vated under various lift irri-
gation schemes under
Mancherial, Kagaznagar and
Bellampally constituencies.

The Chief Minister in-
quired about the progress of
Sangameshwara and
Basaveshwara lift irrigation
scheme works in San-
gareddy district, The offi-
cials were asked to prepare
and submit the detailed proj-
ect reports (DPRs) immedi-
ately. As works of the Sita-
mma Sagar project began, he
sought to know the progress
of the Paleru link works. The
Sitamma Sagar project is ex-
pected to be completed by
June next yeat,

He wanted the Trrigation
officials to bring any issues
to the attention of CMO Sec-
retary Smita Sabharwal and
OSD Sridhar Deshpande
regularly, He also wanted
them to complete the Mal-
lanna Sagar project within a
fixed timeframe. He en-
quired about the progress of
Armoor and Balkonda Lift
Irrigation Schemes, as well
as  Bunadigani  Canal,
Dharma Reddy Canal and
Pilaipelli canal in Nalgonda
district.

Chandrashekhar Rao reit-
erated the importance of

completing the irrigation
projects in the State. “We
fought for Telangana State
with the major objective of
achieving our share in irri-
gation water supplies. We
have succeeded in fulfilling
our dream of one crore
acres, We will overcome the
hurdles created due to the
Covid-19 pandemic and
complete all the pending
projects,” he added. He ad-
vised the officials to change
their working style as per
the changing needs of Irriga-
tion and Agriculture sectors
inthe State. He wanted them
to conduct a workshop for
engineers on cperation and
maintenance of projects in
first week of June.
Ministers G Jagadish
Reddy, Vemula Prashanth
Reddy, S Niranjan Reddy,
MILCs Seri Subhash Reddy,
M Sreenivas Reddy, MLAs
M Yadagiri Reddy, Han-
manth Shinde, S Saidireddy,
Principal Secretary for Irri-
gation Rajat Kumar, CM
Secretary Smita Sabharwal,
OSD Sridhar Deshpande,
Advisor Pentareddy, E-in-Cs
Muralidhar Rao, Hariram,
and Venkateswarlu, along
with the Chief Engineers of
Kaleswaram and other proj-
ects, attended the meeting.
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[ Contingency Plans :l

Bengal, Odisha brace for ‘Yaas’

Over 9 lakh people evacuated, 3 lakh personnel put on high alert to combat cyclone, says Mamata

PTI
BHUBANESWAR/KOLKATA/RANCHI

West Bengal and Odisha
have evacuated lakhs of peo-
ple from vulnetable areas to
safety as severe cyclonic
storm ‘Yaas’ is nearing the
coast and is expected to
make landfall near Dhamra
Port in Bhadrak district
early on Wednesday.

Neighbouring Jharkhand
has also sounded an alert
and is preparing for the cy-
clone’s impact. West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday said
that her administration has
evacuated over nine lakh
people to safe shelters.

The Odisha government,
on the other hand, said it has
moved over 2 lakh people
from vulnerable areas in
coastal districts to safety.

IMD Director Genetal Dr
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra said
that “Yaag’ is likely to inten-
sify into a Very Severe Cy-
clonic Storm (VSCS) by
Tuesday evening. He said
the cyclone’s impact will be
severe for six hours before
and after the landfall and
Chandbali will witness the
maximum damage.

Dr Umashankar Das, a
scientistat the Regional Me-
teorological Centre,
Bhubaneswar said that the
landfall will most likely be
between Dhamra and
Chandbali in Odisha’s
Bhadrak district.

Banetjee said over 74,000
officers and workers and
over 2 lakh policemen and
civic volunteers have been
deployed to mitigate the
natural calamity in West
Bengal.

She said that National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) and State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF)

Dark clouds loom over fishing boats moored as cyclone Yaas barrels towards eastern coast in the Bay
of Bengal. in Digha some 190 km from Kolkata on Tuesday. — Photo: AFP

Patnaik urges people to cooperate with officials

BHUBANESWAR: As cy-
clone “Yaas” is likely to
have its most impact on
Odisha making a landfall
somewhere near Balasore
on Bengal-Odisha border,
Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik urged the
residents of coastal re-
gions to cooperate with
local administration and
shift to cyclone shelters.
CM also asked them to
adhere to Covid-19 proto-
cols and to continue wear-
ing masks. He described

personnel have been de-
ployed and Army’s help will
be sought if required.

“We have evacuated at
least 9 lakh people to relief
and flood centres. There are
4,000 flood centres in the
State. “We are monitoring

how cooperation from peo-
ple will strengthen the gov-
ernment’s efforts. “Cy-
clones- not a new
phenomenon for Odisha,”
chief minister Naveen Pat-
naik said.

“At a time when we are
fighting the Covid-19 pan-
demic, Cyclone Yaas is an-
other challenge that we
have to face. Last year in
May, we faced cyclone Am-
phan along with Covid-19
and with the help of people,
it was all managed. This

the situation 24/7. Control
rooms have been set up at
every block to monitor the
situation, apart from the one
at state secretariat Na-
banna,” she said.

“The Chief and Home
Secretaries are in touch with

time too, we will all work in
tandem to combat the
calamity and the pan-
demic,” he said.

“Qur priority is to save
every life and therefore |
request you all to shiftto a
safe place and cyclone
shelters and give full coop-
eration to the administra-
tion. Due to Covid pan-
demic we need to be more
careful, people need to use
two face masks and to fol-
low other Covid appropri-
ate behaviour,” he said. ians

the district magistrates. I
have spoken with the DMs
of South and North 24 Par-
ganas, Jhargram and Purba
Medinipur districts. I will be
at Nabanna to monitor the
situation throughout the
night,” she said.

Jagan reviews
preparedness

AMARAVATI: Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister YS
Jaganmohan Reddy asked
the Collectors of the three
north coastal districts to
be on a high alert in view of
the Yaas cyclone that is
likely to cross the Bay of
Bengal coast in neighbour-
ing Odisha on Wednesday.

The Chief Minister con-
ducted a videoconference
with Collectors of Visakha-
patnam, Vizianagaram and
Srikakulam districts and
reviewed the situation.
Chief Secretary Aditya
Nath Das, who was camp-
ing in Srikakulam, briefed
the CM on the prevailing
situation in the three north
coastal districts.

All higher officials were
stationed in Srikakulam,
bordering Odisha, to
closely monitor the situa-
tion and take required ac-
tion, he said. Except light
rain, there has been not
much impact in Srikakulam
district. The Chief Secre-
tary said diesel generators
sets have been kept ready
in all hospitals to ensure
there was no disruption to
oxygen supply for Covid-19
patients, inthe event of a
power outage.

Srikakulam District Col-
lector J Nivas said they
were coordinating with
Odisha officials to take
necessary precautionary
and relief measures where
required.

Special teams have been
positioned in Ichhapuram to
handle any problem related
to transportation of oxygen
tankers, Nivas added. em
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Mekedatu dam: NGT panel to check
if construction is on, norms flouted

PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
New Delhi, May 25

The National Green Tribunal
has formed acommittee to sub-
mit a report on alleged viola-
tion of norms in the construc-
tion of a reservoir across the
Cauvery river at Mekedatu in
Karnataka.

Abench comprising [ustice K
Ramakrishnan and expert
member K Satyagopal issued
notices to the Ministry of Envir-
onmentand Forests(MoEF), De-
partment of Water Resources,
Central Water Commission,
Karnataka and the Tamil Nadu
governmentamong others.

The direction came after tak-
ing suo motu cognisance of a
newspaper  report  that
Karnataka proposes to con-
structa dam across the Cauvery
river in the area and that the
proposal was deferred by the
Cauvery Water Management
Authority twice in the past fol-
lowing strong opposition from
the Tamil Nadu government

citing the pendency of case be-
fore the Supreme Court.
“Considering the allegations
made in the newspaper report,
we are satisfied that there
arises a substantial question of
environment, which requires

the interference of this
Tribunal. So, the matter is
admitted.

Members on panel

The committee comprises
senior members from the In-
tegrated Regional Office, MoEF,
Bengaluru; Cauvery Water
Management Authority,
Cauvery Neeravari Nigam Lim-
ited and the Forest Department

not below the rank of Addi-
tional Conservator of Forest,
Karnataka.

The bench said: “The com-
mittee is also directed to go
into the question as to whether
any construction activity as al-
leged in the newspaper report
has been started without ob-
taining necessary clearance
from the Forest Department as
well as from the MoEF under
the Forest Conservation Act as
well as the EIA Notification,
2006. “If there is any construc-
tion made and if any damage
has been caused to the environ-
ment, they are directed to as-
sess the damage caused to the
environment and environ-
mental compensation payable
by the respective authorities”.

The Principal Chief Conser-
vator of Forest, Department of
Forests, Karnataka, will be the
nodal agency for co-ordination
and for providing necessary lo-
gistics for this purpose, the NGT
said.
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Jal Jeevan Mission: Centre releases
RS 1,605-cr grant to 8 NE states

NEW DELHI: The Cen-
tre has released a grant of Rs
1,605 crore to the northeast-
ern states under the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM) to provide 11
lakh tap water connections in
2021-22, the Jal Shakti minis-
try said on Tuesday. This is the
first tranche of the four to be
released in this financial year.
"With the focus on faster
development of North East-
ern (NE) states, Government of
India released Rs 1,605 crore to
eight northeastern states for the
implementation of JJM to pro-
vide tap water supply to rural

homes in the financial year
2021-22," the Jal Shakti min-
istry said.

During the financial year
2021-22, Rs 9,262 crore have
been allocated as central grant
for NE states under the Jal Jee-
van Mission. The enhanced
allocation as well as release of
funds at this challenging time
to provide tap water connec-
tions to rural homes in north-
eastern states will boost the
economy of the region, it said.

Out of the central fund
allocated under the JJM, 93
per cent is to be utilised on

developing water supply infra-
structure, 5 per cent on sup-
port activities and 2 per cent
on water quality monitoring
and surveillance activities. The
central funds are released based
on the output in terms of tap
water connections to be pro-
vided in the states/UTs and the
utilisation of available central
and matching state share.

The states have to transfer
the central fund released along
with a matching state share to
the single nodal account within
15 days of release of the central
fund. MPOST
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KCR aims to
complete all
hift LI

HANS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD

CHIEF Minister K Chandrashekar Rao has instructed the
officials concerned to complete the estimates for all the lift
irrigation schemes proposed from Devarakonda to Kodad
under Nagarjuna Sagar Left Canal jurisdiction by June 15
and get ready for inviting the tenders.

The CM asked to prepare estimates for the works of 15
Lift projects that were sanctioned with laying foundation
stone at Nellikallu, construction of canals, setting up of
pumps and other related works. He instructed the Irrigation
department officials to prepare separate estimates for each
lift and invite tenders for all of them at one time.

KCR held a high-level meeting at Pragathi Bhavan here
on Tuesday on the proposed Lift Irrigation projects under
Krishna Basin, progress of projects being constructed on
Godavari river, repair and maintenance works of the proj-
ects on the onset of Monsoon, and other related irrigation
issues.

The CM instructed the engineers to keep filling up of
tanks, ponds, and reservoirs as on top priority in this mon-
soon. The check dams constructed with Rs 4,000 crore are
yielding good results and storing water, 50,000 tanks should
be filled to the brim and by June 30, the first phase of check
dams should be completed, he said.

KCR said that Rs 700 Crore is kept with the Irrigation
officials to repair the canals and other works. He wanted
repairs to the gates; canals should be attended for the com-
ing season. He said funds for the construction of projects,
operations and maintenance would be released from the
Finance department and the same would be kept with the
Irrigation secretary. “If we press a button at Kaleswaram,
water should flow to the tail end of the Ayucut without any
problem. Make arrangements accordingly,” the CM said.

KCR wanted the officials to change their working culture
in tune with the changing circumstances and to conduct a
workshop on O&M (Operational and Maintenance) for the
engineers in June first week. He asked the engineers to be
careful while preparing the estimates.
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