DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MAY 31

The team of officials set
up to ascertain the water
quality in city lakes, on
Monday, directed the
state government to come
up with a proper action
plan to clean up the water
bodies.

The team comprised of
officials from the
Telangana State
Pollution Control Board
(TSPCB) and the
National Green Tribunal
(NGT), issued its order
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ACTION | PLAN Better water quality would help in conserving biodoversity, say officials

Draft plan to clean lakes: PCB

after inspecting 19 water

bodies in and around
Hyderabad including
Ameenpur Pedda

Cheruvu.

Following the inspec-
tion to ascertain water
quality and the source of
contamination, the com-
mittee said, “It is seen
that there are a lot of
improvements to be done
for increasing water
quality in the water
bodies. It has been time
and again reiterated that
the water bodies will
have to be protected

against  encroachment
and pollution. They have
to be properly main-
tained as they play a
great role as a water stor-
ing reservoir during the
rainy season and it
can be used for several
purposes if it is properly
treated. It will help
conserve aquatic biodi-
versity and also attract
birds.”

It has directed local bod-
ies, the Lake Protection
Committee and  the
TSPCB to come with a
proper action plan as to

how they were going
to protect water
bodies including the
maintenance of inlets
and outlets to make them
alive. The action plan
should be spelled out
within a shorter time-
line within which they
can be implemented
to protect the water bod-
ies as has been
committed under Article
48 (A) of Constitution of
India.

The tribunal has
also directed the depart-
ments concerned to file

their independent state-
ments and also a common
action plan on or
before June 29. The chief
secretary and the con-
cerned principal secre-
tary are also directed to
file their status report
regarding the implemen-
tation of the decisions
taken in the lower level
for the purpose of pro-
tecting the water bodies
before the next hearing
date by e-mail immediate-
Iy so as to enable them
to comply with the direc-
tion.
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In this photo released by Chris Allen, a car is abandoned in flooded waters in Ashburton Forks near Christchurch.
Several hundred people were evacuated from their homes while others recounted helicopter rescues as heavy rain

caused widespread flooding in the Canterbury region.

NZ floods: Hundreds evacuated

Wellington, May 31: Se-
veral hundred people in
New Zealand were evacu-
ated from their homes Mo-
nday with some recount-
ing dramatic helicopter
rescues as heavy rain ca-
used widespread flooding
in the Canterbury region.

Authorities declared a
state of emergency after
some places received as
much as 40 centimetres (16
inches) of rain over the
weekend and into Monday.
Forecasters warned of po-
ssible heavy rain through
Monday evening before co-
nditions improved. The
military helped evacuate
more than 50 people, incl-
uding several overnight in
an NH-90 military helicop-

ter. One man was clinging
to a tree near the town of
Darfield when he jumped
into floodwaters and tried
to swim to safety but was
swept away, the military
said. Helicopter crews sco-
ured the water for 30 min-
utes before finding the
man and plucking him to
safety, The military helic-
opter also rescued an eld-
erly couple from the roof
of their car.

“Seeing the community
overnight pull together
and support the displaced
residents who were evacu-
ated from their homes has
been heartening.” said
Army Liaison Officer Cpt.
Jake Faber. Another man
was rescued by a civilian

helicopter pilot Sunday
after he was swept from
his farm as he tried to
move his stock to safety
Paul Adams told news
organisation Stu/ff he thin-
ks he got hit by a wall of
water he didn't see comi-
ng. He was swept down the
raging Ashburton River
before managing to drag
himself onto a fence and
then into a tree,

Another farmer spotted
his headlamp and organ-
ised a rescue mission.
“The rescuers are fantas-
tic,” Adams told Stf, ad-
ding that he was now back
on his farm and “good as
gold”. He said that so far
he'd only found about 100
of his herd of 250 animals

— Chris Allen via AP

alive. Australian Prime
Minister Scott Morrison,
who was visiting New
Zealand, told reporters
that he was thinking of
those caught up in the
floods. “Australia is no
stranger to floods,” Morri-
son said.

“Or fires, or cyclones, or,
indeed, even mouse
plagues. We have, both
countries, endured a large
amount of challenge over
the course, particularly, of
these last few years.”

New Zealand Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern
planned to travel to
Christchurch later Mon-
day to be briefed on the sit-
uation firsthand. s
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/
An aerial view of flooded farmlands in Canterbury, Mew fealand. Heavy rain and floods
that forecasters said could be a “once-in-a-100-year” event continued to lash country’s
South Island on Monday. A state of emergency was declared after some places
received 16 inches of rain over the weekend and into Monday. — Photo: AP
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Kolkata sees more
rainfall due to Yaas

STATESMAN MEWS SERVICE
KOLKATA, 31 MAY

Even as the cyclone Yaas
spared Kolkata duringland-
fallunlike Amphan, the city
has received more rainfall in
May this year, than its cor-
responding month in 2020.

According to the Region-
al Meteorological Centre,
Kolkata, the city has received
aminfallofabout 212 per cent
than normal this month.
While Kolkata had received
about 207 per cent rainfall
during the same month last
year. In 2019, the city had
received about 28 per cent less
rainfall than normal in the
month of May.

The reason for the rise in
the rainfall percentage,

according to the officials, is
due to the heavy downpour
on the days before and after
cycloneYaas made a landfall
in Odisha.

On 27 May, the city had
received rainfall of about
10cm, which was a major
contributionto the total per-
centage of this month.

Motably, the weather offi-
cials have predicted rainfall
in Kolkata for the next few
days and the city may con-
tinuetoenjoy respite from the
scorching heat and soaring
temperatures till then.

A mass of clouds circu-
lating over the neighbouring
state of Tharkhand and north-
ern belts ofWest Bengalislike-
ly to bring more showers to
Kolkata and other districts.
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Warning of heavy rain lashing

Vikarabad, Sangareddy,
Medak districts today

HANS NEWS SERVICE

BEGUMPET

HEAVY rainis very likely to oc-
cur on June 1 at isolated places
in Vikarabad, Sangareddy,
Medak, Nirmal, Nizamabad and
Karimnagar districts, the IMD
bulletin warned on Monday. On
June 2 there will be heavy rain
in Warangal Urban & Rural dis-
tricts and Jangaon districts.

The rain is being attributed
to an upper air trough running
from east MP to Vidarbha
across Chattisgarh. Besides, the
trough from southern parts of
east UP to Vidarbha has be-
come less marked. The bulletin
said t he cyclonic circulation
over Tamil Nadu and its neigh-
bourhood has become less
marked.

The bulletin also warned of

Thunderstorms
with lightning
to continue for
three days

thunderstormswith lightning
to occur at isolated places in all
Telangana districts on Tuesday.

On June 3 thunderstorms
with lightning are very likely to
occur at isolated places in Nir-
mal,Nizamabad, Peddapalli,
Jayashankar-Bhupalpally, Mu-
lug, Bhadradri-Kothagudem,
Khammam, Nalgonda,
Suryapet, Mahbubabad,
Warangal Rurauand Urban,
Jangaon, Siddipet, Vikarabad,
Sangareddy, Medak, Karimna-
gar and Nagarkurnool districts,
the warning stated.
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