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Village ponds, otherwaterbodiesto be revivedin Ukhand

PTI
DEHRADUM, 5 JUME

Pondsand other waterbodies
in therural areasof Utarakhand
willbe revived in ayearandcli-
mate budgeting will be start-
ed from thenext financial vear

to address issues related to
climate change, Chief Minis-
ter Tirath Singh Rawat said on
Saturday.

Rawat, who planted ablack
berry sapling at his Bhagi-
rathipuram residence on GMS
road here on the occasion of

‘Ecosystem restoration
is the theme of this
year's World Environ-
ment Day and let us all
make our individual con-
tribution to it by planti
nga tree,” Rawat said.

World Environment Day,
appealedtoeveryone toplant
asapling as their individual con-
tribution toenvironmentcon-
servation.

He said ponds and other
water bodies in all villages and
adjoining areas which are there

in the revenue records will be
revived in a year and climate
budgeting will start from 2022-
23 to bring work related to cli-
mate change into the main-
stream.

"Environment conserva-
tion iscrucial to our lives and

acollective responsibility of all,”
he said.

“Ecosystem restoration isthe
theme of this vear's World
Environment Day and letus all
make our individual contri-
bution to it by planting a tree,”
Rawat said.
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‘5 states, UTs to get tap water by 2022, ahead of deadline’

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Union govern-
ment has decided to fully imple-
ment its programme of provid-
ing tap water to every house-
hold in five northern states and
union territories by end of the
current financial year, instead
of the earlier deadline of 2024
and has allocated of ¥3216.25
crore for 2021-22, according to
an official statement.

These states and federally-ad-
ministered territories estimated
to have complete coverage

under the Centre’s Jal Jeevan
Mission by end of FY22 are Pun-
jab, Haryana, Himachal Pra-
desh, Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh.

The amount allocated for
quickening the project in these
five states is four times the allo-
cation in the previous year.
When completed, an estimated
50 million people will
have access to a functional tap
water connection in these five
states.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi launched the Jal Jeevan
programme on Independence

Day, 2019. In this period, Goa,
Telangana, Andaman and Nico-
bar Islands, and Puducherry
have fully implemented the
scheme. In all, households in 62
districts, 746 blocks and 91000
villages now have a functional
tap water connection.

India has 190 million rural
households, according to Cen-
sus 2011

At the start of the mission,
slightly more than 30 million
households had piped drinking
water. Since the mission's
launch in August 2019, nearly
40 million new households have

been added

In Haryana, 91.32% rural
homes now have tap water sup-
ply in 5,150 villages spread
across eight districts. In Punjab,
77% rural houscholds have
access to tap water supply
under the Jal Jeevan Mission.

Lack of clean drinking water
is a leading cause of child mor-
bidity and estimated to cost 2%
of potential gross domestic
product (GDP), according to
World Bank estimates.

Many Indian regions are
severely water-stressed, accord-
ing to the state-run think-tank

Niti Aayog's Composite Water
Management Index 2019,

Nearly 820 million people in
12 major river basins of the
country face “high to extreme”
water stress. This has prompted
the Centre to ramp up targets
under the Mission, covering the
entering country by 2024.

“What is equally important is
whether enough thought is
going into making these facili-
ties sustainable on a long-term
basis,” said Anand Goswami,
who formerly taught at the
Indian Institute of Technology
Kanpur.
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_RIVER | UPGRADATION 13 uniique bridges to be built across Musi, says development corp. chairman

Kaleshwaram

MADDY DEEKSHITH | DC
HYDERABAD, JUNE 5

The Musi Riverfront
Development Corporation
Limited (MRDCL) has grand
plans to develop both flanks
of the river, with 13 unique
bridges connecting two
sides, including a hanging
bridge, wooden bridge,
twisted bridge, rope bridge,
and a two-pole bridge
among others.

In an exclusive chat with
Deccan Chronicle on the
banks of the Musi at Nagole
on World Environment Day,
MRDCL,  chairman D.
Sudheer Reddy said that
after he took over in
February last year, the two
lockdowns badly had hit the
riverfront development proj-
ect. Yet, in the five months
available, the corporation
has laid about three kilome-
tres of walking track on
either side of Musi.

“The current development
is just the tip of the iceberg.
After preparation of a
detailed project report
(DPR), the project will take
proper shape. We have
planned to construct 13
unigue bridges connecting

Musi River.

both the banks. We have
asked the Greater
Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) and
HMDA to hand over the
bridge project to MRDCL for
state-of-the-art construc-
tion. Since the
Kaleshwaram project is
nearing completion, the gov-

ernment will fully focus on
the Musi project, since the
former does not require any
investment,” Sudheer Reddy
explained.

The LB Nagar MLA said
the corporation as of now is
focussing on arresting the
stench emanating from the
river, curbing mosquito

-

— FILE PICTURE

menace, removing
encroachments in buffer
zones and preventing new
encroachments by setting
up a centralised command
control room. He asserted
that Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekar Rao is seri-
ous about removal of
encroachments, which

® THE LB NAGAR MLA
said the Musi corpora-
tion is focussing on
arresting the stench
emanating from the _
river, curbing mosquito
menace, removing
encroachments in
buffer zones and pre-
venting new encroach-
ments by setting up a
centralised command
control room.

@® THE MRDCL chair-
man said the corpora-
tion has planned 63
sewage treatment
plants (STPs). Tenders
for 14 STPs have
already been invited.

would all go once MRDCL
initiates its drive. He dis-
closed that the CM has
assured funds for the project
once the DPR is readied by
December.

The MRDCL chairman
said the corporation has
planned 63 sewage treat-
ment plants (STPs). Tenders
for 14 STPs have already
been invited. He explained

done, beautifying Musi to be focus

that primarily, MRDCL will
address sewerage issue, fol-
lowed by removal of
encroachments, shrubs,
weeds, installation of CCTV
cameras all along Musi, and
landscaping.

Sudheer Reddy said he has
held meetings with survey-
ors from revenue depart-
ment to fix the boundaries
of the river.

So far, the state govern-
ment has not even complet-
ed two per cent of the Musi
Rejuvenation and
Beautification Project over
the years. Neither nodal
agencies, including HMDA,
GHMC, Hyderabad
Metropolitan Water Supply
and Sewerage Board
(HMWS&SB), and revenue
department, nor the newly
formed MRDCL have pre-
pared a detailed project
report for the flagship proj-
ect over the vears.

The government is unhap-
py with earlier designs pre-
pared by international
firms claiming they are
impractical considering the
city's topography. All eyes
are now on the new DPR
that is expected to be ready
by December.
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THE MONSOON SET OVER KERALA ON JUNE 3

Monsoon likely to reach Odisha,
’khand, Bihar by June 15: IMD

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The southwest
monsoon is likely to advance
into Odisha, Jharkhand, parts
of West Bengal and Bihar, the
India Meteorological Depart-
ment said on Saturday, hint-
ing at its good progress in the
next 10 days.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said the
southwest monsoon has fur-
ther advanced into more parts
of central Arabian Sea, entire
coastal Karnataka, Goa, some
parts of Maharashtra, most
parts north interior Karna-
taka, some parts of Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh, more
parts of Tamil Nadu and cen-
tral Bay of Bengal, and some
parts of northeast Bay of
Bengal.

However, a lull is expected
in the rainfall activity on June
7-8, Rajendra Jenamani of the
National Weather Forecasting

Farmers collect grass from Velloyani lake for feeding cattle during rain ofter Southwest Monsoon makes

landfall, in Thiruvananthapuram, on Saturday

Centre of the IMD, said.
But a low pressure area
is expected to form in the

Bay of Bengal by June 11.
This will help in the prog-
ress of the monsoon and it is

likely to advance into Odisha,
Jharkhand, parts of West Ben-
gal and Bihar, he said.

‘The monsoon set over Ker-
ala on June 3, two days after its
normal onset date,

The IMD has also made a
forecast of a normal rainfall in
June. It said no heatwave con-
ditions are likely in the coun-
try over the next five days.

The IMD said maximum
temperatures of more than 40
degrees Celsius were recorded
at many places over west Raj-
asthan and at isolated places
over Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,
Saurashtra and Kutch in Guja-
rat and Odisha.

The highest maximum
temperature of 43.2 degrees
Celsius was recorded at
Banda in east Uttar Pradesh
on Friday.

No heatwave conditions are
likely in the country over the
next five days, the IMD said.

Meanwhile, several parts of
the country, including north
India, are witnessing rainfall
activity.
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Monsoon advances in T'S: IMD

NEW DELHI

The southwest monsoon
has further advanced in
some parts of Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh, more
parts of Tamil Nadu and
central Bay of Bengal, and
some parts of northeast Bay
of Bengal, the India Meteor-
ological Department (IMD)
said on Saturday

However, a lull is ex-
pected in the rainfall activ-
ity on June 7-8, Rajendra Je-
namani of the National

Weather Forecasting Cen-
tre of the IMD, said. “But a
low pressure area is ex-
pected to form in the Bay of
Bengal by June 11, This will
help in the progress of the
monsoon and it is likely to
advance into Odisha, Jhark-
hand, parts of West Bengal
and Bihar,” he said.

The monsoon set over
Kerala on June 3, two days
after its normal onset date.
The IMD has also made a
forecast of a normal rainfall
in June,

It said no heatwave condi-
tions are likely in the coun-
try over the next five days.
Maximum temperatures of
more than 40 degrees Cel-
sius were recorded at many
places over west Rajasthan
and at isolated places over
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,
Saurashtra and Kutch in Gu-
jarat and Odisha.

The highest maximum
temperature of 432 degrees
Celsius was recorded at
Banda in east Uttar Pradesh
on Friday. e
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Widespread rains in Maharashtra, AP, TS

Conditions favourable for advancement of monsoon

MuMBAI

THE southwest monsoon ar-
rived in Maharashtra on Sat-
urday, bringing showers in
some coastal parts of the state,
an India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) official said.
“The progress of the mon-
soon is as per our expecta-
tions,” said Shubhangi Bhute,
director of the IMD’s regional
centre. “The southwest mon-
soon has arrived in Maharash-
tra. It has officially reached up
to Harnai port in coastal Rat-
nagiri district and its actual
line is spread till Solapur and

some parts of Marathwada,
followed by some parts of
Telangana and Andhra

Pradesh,” she said. It is ex-
pected to bring showers to
these regions, she added.

“Conditions are favourable for
further advancement of the
monsoon,” she said.

Meanwhile, heavy rainfall
reported in Anantapur and
other parts of Rayalaseema re-
gion on Friday. Under the in-
fluence of the southwest mon-
soon, widespread rains were
reported in several parts of
coastal districts.

According to the IMD fore-
cast, monsoon advanced fur-
ther into remaining parts of
south Arabian Sea, some parts
of central Arabian Sea, re-
maining parts of Lakshadweep
and Kerala, most parts of

coastal & south interior Kar-
nataka and some more parts of
Tamil Nadu.

A few days back, the IMD
had predicted that monsoon is
likely to be normal in north
and south India, above-nor-
mal in central India and be-
low-normal in east and north-
east India.

Quantitatively, the mon-
soon seasonal (June to Sep-
tember) rainfall over the
country as a whole is likely to
be 101 per cent of the Long Pe-
riod Average (LPA) with a
model error of plus or minus
four per cent, it had said.
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