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Water row: Telangana, AP
officials in tense face-oft

STATE BUREAU
Nalgonda

The inter-State river water
dispute between Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh turned
into a tense face-off be-
tween the officials of the
two States on Thursday
even as a huge police force
were deployed by both at
several key irrigation and
hydel projects on either side
of the State borders.
Besides the Nagarju-
nasagar Project (NSP), se-
curity was beefed up at the
Jurala and Pulichintala proj-
ects too, The Telangana po-
lice closed the road leading
to the hydel power plant of
the NSP by setting up
barbed wire fencing., Tense
moments unfolded during
the day when the Superin-
tendent Engineer of NSP
Right Canal from AP, Pu-

The Telangana police stopping Andhra Pradesh officials from
crossing the border, at Nagarjunasagar on Thursday.

rushotham Reddy, tried to
make his way through the
police barricade to meet the
NSP Chief Engineer on the
Telangana side to submit a
letter. He was, however,
stopped by the police at the
State border near the new

bridge. The AP official then
called up his Telangana
counterpart, who, however,
turned down his request to
either meet him or accept
the letter, leading to some
tense moments,

(SEE PAGE 2)
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At the Pulichintala project, how-
ever, Superintendent Engineer of
Irrigation, AP, Shyam Prasad sub-
mitted a letter to TS Genco Su-
perintendent Engineer Deshya
Naik demanding that Telangana
stop power generation at the proj-
ect. Shyam Prasad alleged that the
water level in the project is lower
than the Minimum Draw Down
Level. Deshya Naik informed him
that the matter should be taken up
with the Engineer-in-Chief of Irri-
gation, Telangana. The entire
drama was a fallout of the contin-
ued defiance of the AP govern-
ment with regard to stopping

works on the Rayalaseema Lift Ir-
rigation Scheme in gross violation
of orders issued by both the Na-
tional Green Tribunal and the Kr-
ishna River Management Board.
Notwithstanding the friendly ap-
proach of the Telangana govern-
ment, AP drew first blood by tak-
ing up the RLIS works and
continued to defy the NGT and
KRMB orders.

Later, Purushotham Reddy,
speaking to the media, expressed
his displeasure over the “attitude
of Telangana officials.” “What is
wrong in accepting a protest let-
ter from us? There is a need to

provide irrigation facility to
farmers of the right canal ayacut
for the monsoon crop. The
Telangana government’s decision
to generate power at hydel plants
at the Nagarjunasagar and
Pulichinthala projects at a time
when the water level is low water
is nothing but wastage of water,”
he said. While Telangana police
imposed a ban on the movement
of vehicles and people on the
Pulichinthala dam, SP, Guntur
(Rural), Vishal Gunni said re-
quired police forces were de-
ployed in some places. Overall,
the situation was peaceful.



Telangana state police officials
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prevent an Andhra Pradesh official from entering into the state at Nagarjunasagar to

submit memos to power officials on Thursday.

TS tightens project security

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 1

The Telangana state gov-
ernment has stepped up
security at all irrigation
projects over river Kris-
hna anticipating protests
and attacks from political
parties and farmers in
Andhra Pradesh against
generation of hydel power
by T8 Genco.

Heavy police force was
deploved at Nagarjunas-
agar, Srisailam, Pulichi-
ntala and Jurala projects
on Thursday. The Andhra
Pradesh government too
deploved police at Nagarj-
unasagar and Srisailam,
EBI:; joint projects of TS and

The Telangana State gov-
ernment has deployed
hundreds of policemen for
the safety and security of
hydel power stations and

TS Genco staff working in
all projects for power gen-
eration. The police are
working in three shifts
round-the-clock.

The situation at
Nagarjunasagar dam was
like a war =zone on
Thursday with the
Telangana and the AP gov-
ernments deploving hun-
dreds of policemen on
either side of the borders.

Telangana police inspe-
cted every vehicle passing
from AP to Telangana at
the border. Tension pre-
vailed for some time when
AP officials tried to meet
TS Genco officials at Nag-
arjunasagar, Srisailam
and Pulichintala to submit
representation  seeking
stoppage of hydel power
generation.

m Page 2: AP officials submit
representation to TS cops
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TSREJECTSAP’S
CLAIM OF WATER
SHORTAGE

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 1

The Telangana state gov-
ernment rubbished the
claims of the AP govern-
ment that it will face
drinking water shortage if |
the former takes up hydel
power generation at irri-
gation projects across |
river Krishna.

The AP government had
already complained to the
Union jal shakti ministry
and Krishna River Mana-
gement Board (KRMB) on
Wednesday.

¥ Full report on Page 2

- DC

“ KRISHNA BOARD

CALLS FOR TS, AP

- MEET TO END ROW

' DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 1

| Amid heightened tensions
| between the two states,
| the Krishna River Manag-
| ement Board has decided

to convene a meeting bet-

| ween TS and AP to resolve
| the dispute by July 7.

The decision was taken

| after the AP government
| had lodged a complaint
| against the TS govern-
| ment taking up hydel
| power
| Srisailam and Nagarjun-
| asagar projects.

generation at

M Full report on Page 2
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TS: No water crisis in AP
due to hydel power work

AP officials submit
representation

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 1

The Telangana state gov-
ernment rubbished the
claims of the Andhra
Pradesh government that
it will face drinking water
shortage if the former
takes up hydel power gen-
eration at irrigation proj-
ects across river Krishna
under the present circum-
stances with water levels
in reservoirs reaching
minimum levels,

The Andhra Pradesh
government had com-
plained to the Union jal
shakti ministry and
Krishna river manage-
ment board (KRMB) again
on  Wednesday against
Telangana government
taking up hydel power
generation up to 100 per
cent of installed capacity.

The Telangana state gov-
ernment on Thursday
filed a counter-complaint
with the KRMB and Union
jal shakti ministry claim-
ing that the projects in AP
under Pennar basin have
adequate water reserves
which can meet drinking
water needs of AP and it
is not dependent on Sr-
isailam and  Nagar-
junasagar projects for
drinking water at present.

The Telangana state gov-
ernment also raised objec-
tion over the KREMB
directly writing a letter to
TS Genco officials to stop
hydel power generation
against the established
norms of writing to either
the secretary or ENC
{engineer-in-chief) of the
irrigation department.

The Telangana state gov-
ernment also  raised
strong objections over the
AP government repeated-
ly taking up the issue of
drinking water problem
in AP if Telangana gov-
ernment takes up hydel
power generation in proj-
ects over Krishna.

The Telangana state gov-
ernment claimed that AP
has projects which have
storage capacity of 330
tme ft in Pennar basin, of

FROM PAGE 1

TS Genco officials refused
to meet them. With this,
TS police obstructed them
leading to heated argu-
ments from both sides.
Left with no option, they
submitted representation
to the police and left.

However, AP officials
could submit representa-
tion to TS officials at
Pulichintala.

The Telangana police
blocked roads leading to

Jurala dam in
Mahbubnagar district for
a few hours in the morn-
ing leading to traffic jams
for a few hours.

Meanwhile, the T3
Geneo  continued  hydel
power generation on a full
scale at all projects over
Krishna on Thursday as
per the directions of the
state government despite
heightened tensions
between both the states
over Krishna  water
sharing.

KRMB to hold meet
to resolve dispute

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 1

Amid heightened tensions
between the two states,
the Krishna River Mana-
gement Board (KEMB)
has decided to convene a
meeting between TS and
AP to resolve the dispute
by July 7.

The decision was taken
after the AP government
had lodged a complaint
against the TS govern-
ment taking up hydel
power generation at
Srisailam and
Nagarjunasagar projects.

The river board con-

vened its decision to the
TS government through a
letter on late Thursday

In its letter, the KRMB
raised objections over the
TS government utilising
more water from
Nagarjunasagar than its
allotted share.

The KEMB also asked
the TS government to
deduct 9.9 tme from its
share that was used for
power generation.

The river board has also
directed the TS govern-
ment to submit a report
on water used for hydel
power generation imme-
diately,

which there are 120 tmc ft
of reserves at present
which are more than suffi-
cient to meet drinking
water needs of that state.
There are adequate res-
erves in Somasila, Kanda-
leru, Owk and Velugodu
reservoirs in AP it noted.

It pointed out that the
Krishna tribunal had

made temporary alloca-
tion of 512 tme ft to AP but
AP diverted an additional
250 tme ft. The govern-
ment made it clear that
generating hydel power is
its right to meet power
demand in the state and it
will continue power gen-
eration till the situation
permits.



AMITA PRASAD

When
developed

for utilization
by modern
inland vessels
operating on
a dependable
fairway, IWT
can reduce
congestion and
facilitate intra-
regional trade
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An alternate route?

Apart from generating economical and logistical benefits, inland waterways
have the potential to supplement the stressed transport system in the NER

nland waterways in India

have been receiving

renewed attention since

2014 and several attempts
are being made to develop it
as a supplementary mode of
transport through better sup-
port and connectivity. As
is widely known, the North
East Region (NER) of India
is endowed with rich mineral
resources such as coal, lime-
stone and oil reserves, and is
home to industries such as
fertilizers, cement & clinker,
paper, bamboo, tea, oil refin-
eries and food processing
industries. As per the North
Eastern Region Vision 2020
published by the Ministry of
Development of the North
Eastern Region, the per capita
Gross State Domestic Prod-
uct of northeastern states is
expected to grow at a CAGR
of 15.16 per cent during the
period 2017-22.

The region is connected
to the mainland of India by a
narrow 22 km stretch of land
at Siliguri, West Bengal, com-
monly known as the Chicken’s
Neck. Due to the limited capac-
ity of connecting infrastruc-
ture and the rising economic
growth and development of the
region, this corridor is under
increasing pressure as a means
of transport connectivity for
NER.

Apart from the constrained
road and rail connecting infra-
structure, NER is blessed with
a wide network of rivers.
After the declaration of 106
additional river systems as
National Waterways (as part
of National Waterways Act,
2016), the key inland water-
way routes for NER include the
Brahmaputra river stretch i.e.
National Waterway 2 (NW-2)
and the Barak River stretch Le.
National Waterway 16 (NW-
16). These inland waterways
facilitate an important alter-
nate gateway to the NER by
connecting it to Kolkata and
Haldia (in the Indian main-
land) via waterways of Ban-
gladesh (the Indo Bangladesh
Protocol route i.e. IBP route)
thereby facilitating access to
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| connectivity offered by IWT in NER

the rest of the country by road,
rail as well as coastal shipping.

Key locations in Assam
serving as connections for
inland waterways include
Dhubri, Pandu and Jogighopa
along NW-2 (which are con-
nected to the Chilmari-Ari-
cha stretch of IBP route) and
Badarpur along NW-16 (which
is connected to the Karimganj-
Ashuganj stretch of IBP route).

Therefore, channelizing
Inland Waterway transporta-
tion (IW'T) for logistics, could
not only help in avoiding the
narrow and congested Chick-
en’s Neck Corridor but could
also provide an alternative to
avoid congested cities/towns
through which road and rail
routes pass. Moreover, the NER
waterways, specifically NW-2
is also strategically placed to
facilitate regional connectiv-
ity within NER as well as that
with neighbouring countries
like Bangladesh, Bhutan and
Myanmar through multimodal
facilities.

NW-2 has additional sig-
nificance from the urban trans-
port point of view specifically
for the State of Assam. Stretch-
ing over 891 km from Sadiya
to Dhubri (at Bangladesh Bor-
der), NW-2 almost bisects the
entire State and a large pop-
ulation of the State lives and

works in the Brahmaputra val-
ley or close to it. It contains
many inhabited islands includ-
ing Majuli Island, the world’s
largest inhabited river island.
Flowing through the heart of
the State, it is quite an intim-
idating barrier between the
north and south banks as its
width varies from around 1-10
km and almaost up to 20 km
wide in some sections. With
limited cross-river bridges
along the entire length of the
river, the river itself provides a
vital means of transport, lon-
gitudinal as well as cross-bank
movements for thousands of
communities in both the urban
and rural areas of the Brahma-
putra valley,

It is pertinent to note that
IWT is already catering to
passenger and cargo logistics
requirements of NER in var-
ious capacities. Assam had
more than 300 ferry routes
across the Brahmaputra river.
Also, in FY 2020, while passen-
ger movement accounted for
the highest share (51 per cent)
of traffic moving on NW-2,
approximately 3.93 lakh metric
tonnes of cargo was also trans-
ported through NW-2 between
approx. 50 origin-destination
pairs. Major cargo commodi-
ties (apart from personal items,
vegetables etc.) comprised

stone chips/ boulders origi-
nating from Bhutan as well as
coal and containerized cargo
between Haldia and Guwa-
hati during the year. More-
over, apart from such bulk
cargp, other types are cargo are
also being transported using
IW'T. For instance, the suc-
cessful completion of the first
containerized movement on
NW-2 in FY2020 was a land-
mark achievement for IWT in
NER.

To further augment the role
of IWT in NER, several infra-
structural interventions have
been initiated along NW-2 as
part of the Mahabahu Brah-
maputra project including the
introduction of Ro-Pax ser-
vices between Neamati and
Majuli island, North Guwa-
hati-South Guwahati and Dhu-
bri-Hatsingimari. Moreover,
it is also proposed to set up
various jetties along NW-2 to
unleash the tourism potential
of NER.

The Inland Waterways
Authority of India (IWAI) has
been consistently taking up
various initiatives and proj-
ects for the development and
maintenance of the fairway,
navigational aids and termi-
nal infrastructure in NER.
For these purposes, IWAI has
allocated approximately Rs

460 crore and Rs 45 crore for
the development and mainte-
nance of NW-2 and NW-16
respectively.

With a long-term view of
enhancing private sector par-
ticipation in IWT and bringing
efficiency in the sector, there is
a proposal to award the exist-
ing terminals at Pandu, Dhu-
bri, Karimganj and Badarpur
on operate, maintain and
transfer basis to the private
sector. The development of a
multi-modal logistics terminal
at Jogighopa is also on cards
which will give access to third-
country cargo to Bhutan. Addi-
tionally, TWAI has installed a
floating jetty on River Gumti
at Srimantapur (Sonamura) in
the state of Tripura in July last
year, thereby providing con-
nectivity with the rest of the
country via waterways through
Bangladesh.

For the augmentation
of urban transport through
inland waterways, the Gov-
ernment of Assam is also
engaged in the development
of improved passenger ferry
infrastructure and services
through loan support from the
World Bank.

IWT for the NER has sig-
nificant potential in providing
an efficient, economic, reliable
and environmentally friendly
mode of transport. When
developed for utilization by
modern inland vessels oper-
ating on a dependable fairway,
IWT can reduce congestion
on and promote greater multi-
modal complementarities and
facilitate intra-regional trade.
As the traffic volumes to/from
the NER using the IW'T mode
will increase in the coming
years, further savings in the
overall logistics costs through
increased economies of scale
will be made. Not only will
this generate logistics-related
benefits, but it will also cre-
ate several direct, indirect and
induced economic benefits for
the local communities such as
access to new markets, creation
of jobs and an increase in dis-
posable incomes.

Views expressed are personal



HANS NEWS SERVICE
HYDERABAD

With mounting tension at
the hydel-power genera-
tion units on River Kr-
ishna at the borders of
Andhra Pradesh, the
Telangana Government
anticipating clashes de-
ployed more forces at Ju-
rala, Pulichintala, Sri-
sailam left bank power
house and Nagarjuna
Sagar power stations.

The bridge on the Jurala
project has been closed for
some time and vehicle
movement was stopped
when police forces from
AP and Telangana reached
the border area. This
caused a lot of problems
for people coming from
Gadwal, Atmakur and
Makthal. All vehicles were
stopped for about two
hours.

Mean
while, high

drama
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High tension at AP horder

Anticipating trouble at hydel projects, TS deploys forces

High drama was
witnessed at

Officials said that Sec-
tion 144 was imposed
around the hydel project
sites and restrictions

500k Pullchmtala hydel power Suryapet SP R Bhaskaran interacting with the project officials of Pulichintala during his visit
place at unit when APGenco ;
¢ el bt to the project on Thursday
Pulich- officials insisted on |
intala meeting their Telangana Ji
hydel WG ERSA ORI/ The Telan-  forces at Srisailam and
power them to stop power / gana Genco  Sagar hydel power units.
unit when generati officials in- The TS government an-
APGenco of- . formed AP offi- ticipated that people from
ficials insisted v cials that power gen- AP may reach these proj-

their
Telangana counterpart to
urge him to stop power
generation as water dis-
charged from the units
was going waste.

on meeting

eration would continue as
Telangana was utilising
water from its allocated
share.

The Government also
deployed heavy police

ect sites and hold dharnas
and agitations. No one is
allowed to enter the hydel
units without thorough
verification about their
identity and frisking.

were imposed on the
movement of people.
State Irrigation and
Genco officials were
closely monitoring the
situation in coordination
with the police.

Jagan wants
PMtoreininTS
over water row

HANS NEWS SERVICE

AMARAVATT: Irked by the
refusal of Telangana Gov-
ernment to stop hydel-
power generation from Sri-
sailam, Pulichintala and
Nagarjuna Sagar, Chief
Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy wrote a letter to
Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekawat
and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi seeking their im-
mediate intervention.

The CM urged them to
direct the Telangana gov-
ernment to stop illegal
drawal of water for power
generation. He said the TS
government had not taken
any permission from the
Krishna River Management
Board before resorting to
power generation, The CM
asked the Centre to notify
the jurisdiction of KRMB
and take over all offtakes of
common reservoirs with
the CISF protection and
safeguard the interests of
Andhra Pradesh.

In his 5-page letter, Ja-
gan said the Telangana
Government has issued a
GO RT No 34 energy
(Power II) dept Dt June 28,
to generate hydro power to
hundred percent of its in-
stalled capacities.
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Mini projects planned
to make optimal
use of river water

PATAN AFZAL BABU

AMID growing tension be-
tween Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh over sharing of river
waters and electricity gener-
ation, the TS government has
begun efforts to establish
mini hydel power generation
units at many project sites to
utilise the water resources
and meet the local demand.

State Irrigation depart-
mentand TSGENCO are con-
ducting a joint feasibility
study to establish mini hydel

8

Continued from P1

To reduce the financial burden,
Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao
has mooted the proposal to set up
mini hydel projects and use the
power generated from these units for
lifting of water. Such units are likely
to come up at the Palamuru lift irri-
gation scheme on Krishna. Mini hy-
del units at Dindi project and Alim-
ineti Madhava Reddy Srisailam Left
Bank Canal (AMR SLBC) are also
planned. New Hydel power unit is
also proposed at Alampur where an
irrigation scheme is under construc-
tion.

On Godavari river, the TSGENCO
was planning to enhance the capacity
of Dummugudem hydel power unit

stations on Krishna and Go-
davari rivers aiming to in-
crease the hydel power gen-
eration capacity and use the
same for lifting water from
the Kaleshwaram and Pala-
muru — Ranga Reddy mega
lift irrigation schemes.

It is estimated that nearly
7,000 MW of power is re-
quired to lift water from the
two major lift irrigation
schemes during monsoon
season and the cost of the
power supply will be around
Rs 5,000 crore per year.

Continued on Page 7

to 320 MW and from 40 MW to 60
MW power at Sammakka barrage.

Currently, the total installed ca-
pacity of hydel power generation in
Telanganais 2,440 MW and it would
be increased to 3,000 MW if these
proposals are grounded.

State Irrigation officials claimed
Telanganais entitled to utilise the al-
located 299 tmc feet of water from
River Krishnaand 979 tmcfeet of wa-
ter in Godavari.

The Telangana State has every
right to use the allocated water for
drinking, irrigation and also hydel
power generation. Efforts werebeing
made for the optimum utilisation of
water from the tworiversin the com-
ing years, officials said.



TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JULY1
Bhiwani and Sonepat dis-
tricts in Haryana have
attained complete coverage
under the Centre’s Jal Jee-
van Mission (JJM) on
account of which 11 of 22 dis-
tricts have been fully covered
under the scheme.

Union Minister of State for
Jal Shalkti Rattan Lal Kataria
on Thursday informed about
the development, saying that
seven more districts, includ-
ing Charkhi Dadn, will also
attain 100 per cent coverage
under the JJM shortly.

“These seven districts have
already achieved more than
98 per cent coverage,”
Kataria said, and added that
s0 far, more than 94 per cent
of the rural population in
Haryana had been provided
with piped drinking water at
their houses.

The other nine districts,
which have all ready
attained complete imple-
mentation of the scheme are
Gurgaon, Faridabad,
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Bhiwani, Sonepat districts get tull
coverage under water mission

Now, 110f22 districts in state have
household tap connection

SEVEN MORE TO FOLLOW

B Seven more districts, including
Charkhi Dadri, will also attain 100 per
centcoverage under the JJM shortly.

B The JJM aims at providing piped
drinking water to every rural house-
hold in the country by 2024, The
aim behind it is to provide 55 litre

water/ per person/per day.

' 94% RURAL HOUSES HAVE PIPED POTABLE WATER

¥1,152 CR ALLOCATED BY
CENTER FOR SCHEME

BThe other nine districts,

6 These seven districts have already achieved
more than 98 per cent coverage. So far, more than
94 per cent of the rural population in Haryana had
been provided with piped drinking water in their
hOUSES. Rattan Lal Kataria, usios MMSTER OF STATE FOR JAL SHAKR

which have all ready attained
complete implementation of

| the scheme are Gurgaon,

Faridabad, Ambala, Kaithal,
Kamal, Kurukshetra,
Panchkula, Panipat

and Rohtak.

BThe Centre has allocated

about Rs 1,152 crore in the
current financial year to the
state for the scheme's
implementation. Out of itthe
first tranche of Rs 257 crore
has been released.

B Jnion Minister of State for Jal

Shakti Rattan Lal Kataria
lauded Haryana Chief Minister
ML Khattar for getting JIM
implemented in right eamest.

Ambala, Kaithal, Karnal,
Kurukshetra, Panchkula,
Panipat and Rohtak.

The JJM aims at providing
piped drinking water to
every rural household in the
country by 2024, The aim
behind it is to provide 55 litre
water/per person/per day.

Kataria lauded Harvana
Chief Minister ML Khattar
for getting JIM implemented
in right eamest. “Although
the Haryana Government
has committed to complete
the JJM in the entire state by
2022, much ahead of the
national deadline, it seems it

will achieve the target by
20217, Kataria said.

The Centre has allocated
about Rs 1,152 crore in the
current financial year to the
state for the scheme’s imple-
mentation. Out of it the first
tranche of Rs 257 crore has
been released.
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