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Respite as inflows into
Himayat Sagar dip

Authorities were gearing up to open gates following heavy rains

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

The inflows into Himayat
Sagar gradually dipped on
Monday compared to the
previous day. According to
officials, while the inflows on
Sunday stood at 1,666 cusecs,
by Monday evening this
came down to 277 cusecs.
Due to the downpour in the
city and surrounding areas
for almost a week, water
bodies had received copious
inflows and authorities were
gearing up to open the gates
of the Himayat Sagar if the
rains continued.

It was after a decade that
the gates of the reservoir
were opened twice in Octo-
ber 2020 following floods.
Authorities were planning
to open the gates if the rains
continued. Residents in
downstream areas of Band-
laguda and Sun City Colony
were also alerted about the
same, With the dip in inflow,
the need to open the gates
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On Monday evening, the water level at the reservoir was recorded
at 1,762.60 feet against the FIT. of 1,763.50 feet. — Photo: Surya Sridhar

might not arise unless the
city and its surrounding re-
ceive more heavy rains in
the coming days.

On Monday evening, the
watet level at the reservoir
was recorded at 1,762.60 feet
against the FT'L of 1,763.50
feet, The HMWSSB issues a
red alert when the water
level touches 1,762.75 feet
and then opens the gates if
the level goes up to 1,763
feet. The reservoir capacity
is 2,97 TMC, and by Monday
water level stood at 2,715
TMC. Meanwhile, inflows

into the other two major
water bodies too dipped.
Osman Sagar and Hussain
Sagar did not receive much
inflow on Monday as per
HMWSSB data, Water
board officials said they
were taking appropriate
measures after assessing the
situation.

“In case of heavy rains,
measures to maintain the in-
flow and outflow of water in
reservoirs will be taken up.
Arrangements are already in
plgé:e,” an HMWSSB official
said.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Telangana Today- 20- July-2021

Water row: TS for
logical solution

Obtaining legal opinion on Centre's Gazette notification

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

State government is pursu-
ing all options and obtaining
legal opinion on the Cen-
tre’s Gazette notification fi-
nalising the jurisdictions of
river management boards of
Krishna and Godavari. Chief
Minister K Chandrashekhar
Rao is consulting legal ex-
petts to come up with alog-
ical solution to the issue,
Agriculture Minister S Ni-
ranjan Reddy said. He de-
manded that the Centre re-
voke the anti-people
notification immediately.

He said instead of sup-
porting the State in con-
struction of irrigation proj-
ects, the Union government
wants to take over irrigation
projects being constructed
by the State government
with much planning and dif-
ficulty, He accused the Cen-
tre of creating hurdles
against development of
Telangana State with a po-
litical motive,

“This is a life and death
problem for people of
Telangana whose fight for a
separate State was rooted in
discrimination in river
water sharing, Telangana
will not accept such unilat-
eral and unconstitutional
decisions of the Central
government, But if the Cen-
tre decides to force its deci-

Agriculture Minister S Niranjan Reddy addressing mediapersons

in Hyderabad on Monday.

sion on people of Telan-
gana, the time will give a be-
fitting answer,” he said.
The Minister said the so-
called national parties have
failed to fight for the cause
of Telangana State and in-
stead, were trying to wash
of their hands by blaming
the State government, He
demanded the Patliament
members of BJP and Con-
gress to speak out their
stand to the pecple of the
State on the notification.
Responding to the mis-
leading reports over his re-
marks on the unemploy-
ment in the State, Niranjan
Reddy said his statements
were twisted and partially
published on the social
media in a misleading man-
ner. He said his statement
over the TS government

procuring paddy through
paddy procurement centres
using Hamalis, was mislead-
ingly linked to unemploy-
ment problem of youth.
However, he offered his sin-
cere apologies to those who
gotcarried away by the mis-
information campaign that
had hurt their sentiments,

He demanded to know
whether the Congress and
BJP MPs from the State
were willing to take the re-
sponsibility and fight for fill-
ing over seven lakh job va-
cancies under the Union
government, The Minister,
along with a team of offi-
cials, will visit Delhi on
Tuesday and meet Minister
for Fertilisers and others
seeking release of the
monthly share of fertilisers
due to the State,
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TS plans waterfront
tourism along KLIS

STATE BUREAU

Hyderabad

State government has
sought the Centre’s support

to develop a mega tourism
project near the prestigious
Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation
Scheme (KLIS). Medak MP
Kotha Prabhakar Reddy
raised the matter in Lok
Sabha on Monday under
Rule 377

In his appeal, the TRS MP
said the State government
had completed the Kalesh-
waram project, which en-
sured full flow of water in
River Godavari, and was
also studying the possibility
of creating an ambience to
improve tourism by provid-
ing recreation facilities.
Subsequently, it proposed
to operate cruise boats, in-

troduce water sports and
gliding facilities, among
other activities, on the 22-
km stretch along the back-
waters between Kalesh-
waram temple town and
Laxmi Barrage which is also
known as Medigadda Bar-

rage.

‘Develop other sites’
“Tourists look for night life
at the waterfront. There is
need to develop other
tourism sites at related
reservoirs including Mid
Manair, Annapurna, Sri
Ranganayaka Sagar, Sri Ko-
matavelli Mallanna Sagar,
Kondapochamma projects
etc,” he said. He urged the
Union Tourism Minister to
consider the proposals for
development of waterfront
tourism.,



DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, JULY 19

Leaders cutting across
political lines, besides
retired irrigation engi-
neers, demanded that the
central government with-
draw its gazette notifica-
tion taking control of all
irrigation projecis on
Krishna and Godavari
rivers.

The leaders were partici-
pating in a round-table
organised by Telangana
Journalists  Adhyayana
Vedika at the Press Club
here on Monday. Those
who addressed the meet-
ing included former Lok

Sabha member Konda
Vishweshwar Reddy,
Dasoju Sravan of
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Withdraw river order,
TS leaders tell Centre

KCR is using Krishna issue as fodder for Huzurabad polls

Congress, Prof. Kodan-
daram (TJS), Ravula Cha-
ndrashekar Reddy
({TTDP), and Dr Prakash
Reddy (BJP), among oth-
ers.

The meeting unanimous-
Iy adopted a resolution
asking the centre to
review its decision of issu-
ing the gazette notifica-
tion,

Kodandaram called upon
all parties to come togeth-
er by setting aside their
political agendas and
launch a joint struggle, so
that Telangana could get
its rightful share of
Krishna and Godavari
rivers. He said Chief
Minister K. Chandrash-
ekar Rao's inefficiency
has led to the situation

wherein centre has issued
a gazette notification tak-
ing control of all projects
on the two major rivers.

Dasoju Sravan accused
the CM of raking up
Krishna water issue all of
a sudden to whip up
regional passions with an
eye on upcoming
Huzurabad by-poll. He
pointed that
Chandrasekhar Rao had
kept silent for over a vear
on AP's illegal projects on
Krishna by colluding with
AP Chief Minister Jagan
Mohan Reddy “Now, KCR
is raising a hue and cry as
though the AP govern-
ment has launched
Rayalaseema Lift
Irrigation Scheme only
now."”

Vishweshwar Reddy
lashed out at Chandrash-
ekar Rao for taking up
construction of projects
in an “unscientific man-
ner” in the name of
redesigning projects,
including Pranahitha-
Chevella, which has
harmed the interests of
Rangareddy district.

However, BJP leader
Prakash Reddy wmain-
tained that the centre’s
gazette notification is in
interests of both TS and
AP, as no state will now be
able to construct illegal
projecis on Krishna and
Godavari.

He felt the notification
will ensure each state gets
its rightful share of water
without any trouble.
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Centre: KRMB told TS to
stop Srisailam water release

New Delhi, July 19: The
Krishna River
Management Board
{(KRMB) has requested
Telangana to stop further
release of water through
Srisailam Dam,
Nagarjunasagar Dam and
Pulichintala project, as it
has been agreed that the
amount drawn for power
generation is incidental to
irrigation and drinking
water needs, Union minis-
ter Bishweswar Tudu said
on Monday.

The development comes
after Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister Y.5.
Jaganmohan Reddy wrote
to the Union jal shakti
minister on July 5. saying,
“Telangana continues to
unilaterally operate hydel
power generation from
Nagarjunasagar project
without placing indent

 THE JAL

Shakti Ministry on July 15
notified the Godavari and
the Krishna river manage-
ment boards, giving them
more teeth to administer,
regulate, operate and
maintain projects listed
on these two rivers in
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh.

before KRMB and in viola-
tion of the protocol for
water drawals.”

In a written response to
a question in the Rajva
Sabha, Tudu, who is the
minister of state in the Jal
Shakti Ministry, said,
“The Krishna River
Management Board
{(KEMB) wvide its letter
dated 15.07.2021 has
requested the Telangana
State GENCO authorities

to stop further release of
water through Srisailam
Dam (Left Power House),
Nagarjunasagar Dam and
Pulichintala Project, as it
is agreed that quantum of
water drawn for power
generation purpose is
incidental to irrigation
and drinking  water
needs.”

The Jal Shakti Ministry
on July 15 notified the
Godavari and the Krishna
river management boards,
giving them more teeth to
administer, regulate, oper-
ate and maintain projects
listed on these two rivers
in Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh. The notification
is expected to reduce the
friction in the area of
water management
between the two states,
the ministry had said last
week.
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Govt to design
aworld-class
drainage system
for Delhi; CM

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: In a review
meeting the Lieutenant Gov-
ernor Anil Baijal and Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal took
stock of the preparation done
by the various departments to
enhance the drainage system in
the Capital.

In the meeting the CM
said that he will enhance the
city’s drainage system and
make it world class. Officials
from various departments like
PWD and DJB showed pre-
sentations of the work done
and initiatives taken by all the
departments,

The CM called for enhanc-
ing the city’s drainage system
to make it world class and
appreciated the officers for
curbing water-logging at the
Minto Bridge which in the pre-
vious years would be water-
logged during the monsoon
SEason.

“I am pleased with the
work done by our agencies,
and we can see the proof of
their work at Minto Bridge.
There’s a folklore-benchmark
in Delhi,it is said that the day
Minto Bridge gets waterlogged,
that day marks the onset of the
monsoons. Minto Bridge this
time is the talk of the town,” he
said.

PWD Minister Satyendar
Jain, the Chief Secretary and
various officers from their con-
cerned departments were also
present in the meeting. All
officers and engineers across
departments need to be avail-
able and alert 24x7 to combat
water-logging, Jain said.

There are a lot of places
in Delhi where drains of the
Jal Board and the MCD con-
verge, there is no coordina-
tion in them. “T would like to
suggest that PWD acts as the
nodal authority and undertakes

CM Kejriwal
appreciated the
officers from PWD
and DJB for curbing
water-logging at
the Minto Bridge

an exercise to redesign Delhi’s
drainage system. If an excellent
design is in place and all the
agencies can work together on
it, then we can implement it,’
Kejriwal said.

“In the next three days we
are going to have excess rain-
fall, so we need to be fully
prepared to handle the situa-
tion. We not only have to be
alert during the day but extra
alert during the night; we
have over 1500 pump sets we
should deploy them all;” Jain
said.

The work done by officials
at the Minto Bridge has proven
that the departments have the
capacity to curb water-logging
at all the vulnerable points
where water gets logged in the
city.

“We know of 147 such
vulnerable points. If we con-
duct extensive mapping, we
can enlist all possible vul-
nerable points. If solutions
for all vulnerable points are
planned and worked towards
like the Minto Bridge, then
we can bring Delhi freedom
from water-logging,” the CM
added.

“Once such a system is in
place, we would only require
de-silting it once a year and
the drainage system will be
free of liability. So we should
work on that prospect. We need
to also popularise our griev-
ance helpline numbers with
the people of the city,” the CM
added.



VANAM JWALA
NARASIMHA RAO

The Centre,
while notifying
the jurisdiction
of Krishna and
Godavari River
Management
Boards,
transferred

to them the
operation of

all projects,
including
generation of
hydel power in
the two river
basins in AP and
Telangana, to be
effective from
October 14
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A usurpation?

The unilateral authorization of Godavari and Krishna River management boards to
administrate the basin projects steals away the rights of respective stales

he Ministry of Jal

Shakti of the Gov-

ernment of India,

through gazette noti-
fication dated July 15, 2021,
has notified the jurisdiction of
Godavari River Management
Board and Krishna River
Management Board, provid-
ing the required authority and
power to the two Boards in
terms of administration, reg-
ulation, operation and main-
tenance of listed projects in
Godavari and Krishna River
basins in Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. According
to the authorities, this step is
expected to ensure judicious
utilization of water resources
in the two states, which is not
true.

The Centre, while notify-
ing the jurisdiction of Krishna
and Godavari River Manage-
ment Boards, transferred to
them the operation of all proj-
ects, including generation of
hydel power in the two river
basins from October 14,

The imperatives of the
notification are: 36 projects in
the Krishna basin and 71 proj-
ects in the Godavari basin are
proposed to be kept under the
control of KRMB and GRMB
respectively. This means both
the river basins will be under
the direct control of the Cen-
tral Government. Both states
will have to stop the works
of unapproved ongoing proj-
ects immediately and obtain
approvals within six months
of this notification. If approv-
als are not obtained within
the stipulated time, such com-
pleted unapproved projects
shall cease to operate,

Palamuru-Rangareddy
Lift Irrigation Scheme
(PRLIS), Dindi Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme, Sitarama, 3rd
TMC works of Kaleshwaram,
Bhakta Ramadasu Lift Irriga-
tion Scheme, Thummilla Lift
Irrigation Scheme are some of
the projects which fall under
this category of unapproved
ongoing and completed proj-
ects. All the sanctioned posts,
including work-charged staff
in the notified projects, shall
come under the jurisdiction
of boards. Both the states
shall completely hand over
the jurisdiction of the projects
to the boards. Plants, machin-
ery, equipment and stores of

"Lk

Many projects categorised as ‘unapp

¥

d’ will cease to in six

hs if they fail to get approval

the projects shall come under
the jurisdiction of boards.
Office premises, equipment,
furniture, vehicles, records
and documents of the notified
projects shall also come under
the jurisdiction of boards,

Within 60 days, both the
governments shall deposit Rs
200 crore each, totalling Rs
400 crore. Matters relating to
power generation, transmis-
sion, and distribution shall
be implemented by the states
as per the directions of the
boards. Both the state gov-
ernments shall be responsible
for the management of natu-
ral calamities like drought and
floods, as per the advice of the
boards.

In this context, it is of
utmost importance to recall
the Telangana stand on the
notification of jurisdiction
of KRMB. Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao expressed the stand of
his government in the Second
Apex Council held on Octo-
ber 6, 2020, saying “unless
water sharing is finalised by
the Tribunal under Section
3 of Inter-State River Water

Disputes Act (ISRWD Act)
1956, the question of notifica-
tion of jurisdiction of boards
should not arise”

He further stated: “Tribu-
nal matter is pending in the
Supreme Court and the mat-
ter is sub-judice, hence on this
account also the matter can-
not be deliberated”. A similar
opinion was also expressed
in the first Apex Council
Meeting held on Septem-
ber 21, 2016. The opinions
of the Chief Ministers were
well recorded in the minutes
of Apex Council meetings.
Despite the difference of opin-
ions of the member states on
the issue of jurisdiction, the
Ministry of Jal Shakti issued
the gazette notification on July
15, 2021 unilaterally without
communicating the Draft
Notification to the member
states for their remarks and
comments, which is undem-
ocratic and against the spirit
of cooperative federalism. It
literally means usurping the
rights of states by the Centre.

‘The notification has far-
reaching implications and
impacts on Telangana. The

said notification declared
some of the ongoing and com-
pleted projects which were
sanctioned in the combined
state of Andhra Pradesh as
unapproved projects and
these projects shall be stopped
forthwith till permissions are
obtained in six months.

Projects which serve in
basins, drought-prone and
fluoride-affected areas namely
Palamuru-Rangareddy,
Dindi, Sitarama, Kalwakur-
thy, Nettempadu, SLBC etc.
have to be stopped as per the
clauses of this notification.
Telangana has been pleading
for water allocations for these
basin projects in the ongo-
ing Krishna Water Dispute
Tribunal II. To facilitate the
Ministry of Jal Shakti to refer
TS complaint to the Tribunal
under Section 3 of ISRWD
Act, 1956, Telangana with-
drew its case pending in the
Supreme Court and informed
the ministry.

Telangana state wants
the Government of India to
keep the gazette notification
issued on July 15 in abeyance
and seeks that the opinions,

remarks and amendments
from the member states be
invited. Notification may be
issued after examining the
remarks of the member states
with consensus and with
amendments suggested by the
member states.

Refer the complaint of
Telangana state to the exist-
ing Krishna Water Dispute
Tribunal II for early finaliza-
tion of water shares for both
the states in Krishna River to
end the present water disputes
within the stipulated time
frame. Till the finalization of
shares by the Tribunal, tem-
porary water-sharing between
AP and Telangana shall be in
a 50:50 ratio from the cur-
rent water year. Telangana
has been asking the Govern-
ment of India to implement
this ratio since 2018,

As there are no common
projects or water sharing
disputes in Godavari Basin,
Notification of jurisdiction
for GRMB is not necessary.
The combined state of AP
allocated 967 TMC to the
projects of Telangana as per
the Godavari Water Dispute
Tribunal Award. Telangana is
constructing projects for the
utilization of its share. Then
why a separate board?

A River Management
Board does not belong to the
Central Government alone.
Member states have equal
rights in the deliberations.
By issuing this notification
unilaterally, and taking all
the projects in the two river
basins into the control of river
boards which have nothing
to do with interstate disputes,
can be termed as an encroach-
ment into the state subject.
The unilateral action of the
Central Government may be
described as the ‘national-
ization of rivers. The rights
of states on river waters are
taken away with this notifi-
cation. Constitutional and
engineering experts believe
that this notification is against
the spirit of the Constitution
and the federal nature of the
Indian Union.

With inputs from Sridhar

Rao Deshpande. The writer
is the Chief Public Relations
Officer to the CM of
Telangana. Views expressed
are personal
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Heavy rain warning to day

SHIMLA, JULY 1§
The local Met office has
issued an orange warning of
thunderstorm, lightning
and heavy to very heavyrain
at isolated places in 10 dis-
tricts barring Kinnaur and
Lahaul and Spiti on July 20
and a yellow warning of
thunderstorm, lightning
and heavy rain on July 21.
Moderate to very heavy
rain lashed several parts of
the state. Palampurwith 245
mm of rain was the wettest
followed by Dharamsala 119
mm, Bilaspur 104 mm, Man-
di 86 mm, Hamirpur 77
mm, Paonta Sahib 72 mm,
Una 71 mm, Dalhousie 69
mm, Nahan 68 mm, Solan 64
mm, Nalagarh 39 mm, Kufri

35.5 mm, Bajura and Naina
Devi 30 mm each and
Shimla 31 mm.

As many as 252 roads were
blocked due to rain-related

Commuters walk during rainfall in Shimla on Monday. PHOTO AMIT KANWAR,

incidents inthe past 24 hours.
A maximum of 148 roads
were closed in the Mandi
zone, 54 in the Kangra zone
and 43 in the Shimla zone.
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