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The TS Genco authorities
generated over 3,9 million
units of hydropower since
June 1 at Singur Multipur-
pose Project which has an
installed capacity of 15 MW.

There are two 7.5 MW
hydel power pgeneration
units on Singur constructed
across river Manjeera at Sin-
gur village in Pulkal mandal.
Of the 3,9075 million units,
2117 million units were gen-
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Singur project generates 3.9 mn units of power

erated in September alone.
Singur, a major irrigation
project and lifeline of erst-
while Medak district, has
been overflowing for the
past nine days due to inces-
sant rains upstream. Though
the crest gates were closed
down on Monday, water

0f the 3.9075 million units, 2.117 million units of
hydropower were generated by the multi-purpose
project in September alone, say TS Genco officials

was being released from the
power plant on Tuesday too.

Heavy inflows

Speaking to Telangana
Today, TS Genco Assistant
Divisional Engineer K
Pandaiah said last year, the
power generation was 9.65

million units with the proj-
ect receiving continucus in-
flows throughout the mon-
soon. The highest power
generation at the project
was in 2010-11 when it gen-
erated an impressive 25.69
million units. The project re-
ceived its heaviest flood in
2010-11 since it was con-
structed.

Meanwhile, Mazhar Mo-
hammad, an irrigation offi-
cial, said they had got 26.546
TMCft of cumulative in-
flows so far during the mon-

soon season. Since the proj-
ect already had 19 TMCft
left from last year when it
received heavy floods, they
had lifted the gates on Sep-
tember 6. Much before the
gates were lifted, TSGenco
had started power genera-
tion.

Stating that Manjeera had
a history of receiving heavy
inflows in September and
October months, Mazhar
Mohammad indicated that
there was a chanc to gener-
ate more power this year.
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Rains lash Rajkot, Jamnagar.,
Junagadh districts of Gujarat

Odisha orders evacuation from low-lying areas

OUR CORRESPONDENT

AHMEDABAD: Heavy rains in
Rajkot and Jamnagar districts of
Guijarat have led to evacuation of
over 7,000 people, officials said
on Tuesday evening. Rains also
lashed Junagadh district during
the day, they said. Newly sworn-
in Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel on Tuesday visited rain-hit
parts of Jamnagar city and dis-
trict and assured help to those
affected by the floods.

Earlier in the morning, offi-
cials said that a national high-
way passing through Jamnagar
and 18 state highways passing
through Rajkot, Jamnagar and
Junagadh districts of the Sau-
rashtra region were closed due
to flooding. Many villages were
cut off from other parts of the
state as roads were inundated.

A bridge over the river Fofal
collapsed, forcing the closure
of a road connecting Jam Kan-
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Workers clean and repair a roilway track that got domaged after floods
due to rain in Jamnagar on Tuesday PIC/PTI

dorna and Gondal in Rajkot
district, officials said.
After pounding Rajkot

and Jamnagar districts for 24
hours since Monday morning,
the rains eased a bit on Tues-

day, while heavy showers were
reported in Junagadh district
during the day.

The Indian Air Force (IAF),
Navy and Coast Guard were
called in to help in the rescue
operations along with teams of
the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) and State Disas-
ter Response Force (SDRF),
officials said. Meanwhile, with
heavy rain pounding Odisha for
thelast 36 hours leading to a rise
in water levels in most rivers,
the state government on Tues-
day asked all the district col-
lectors to evacuate people from
low-lying areas as three persons
were killed in incidents related
to the downpour, officials said.

As many as 17 areas in the
state received more than 200
mm rainfall each in the last 24
hours till 8.30 AM on Tuesday,
the India Meteorological Cen-
tre said.

While two locations received

more than 300 mm of rain --
Talcher (394 mm) and Birma-
harajpur (372 mm) 15 other
stations received downpour of
200-300 mm,

Furthermore, incessant rains
in several parts of Chhattisgarh,
including capital Raipur and
Gariaband, over the past cou-
ple of days have prompted the
state government to ask district
authorities to be on high alert
to deal with a possible flood-
like situation, officials said on
Tuesday.

Collectors of Raipur,
Dhamtari, Gariaband and
Mahasamund districts, which
have witnessed heavy rain-
fall since Monday, have been
directed to monitor the situ-
ation, take precautions and
submit reports on rain-
induced losses, state Revenue
and Disaster Management
department secretary Rita
Shandilya said.
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Ensure no untreated waste is discharged
into Yamuna: Water Min Jain to officials

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Water and
Industries Minister Satyen-
dar Jain on Tuesday directed
officials to connect stormwa-
ter drains carrying industrial
waste to the common effluent
treatment plants to ensure no
untreated waste is discharged
into the Yamuna river.

To devise a sustainable plan
of cleaning the Yamuna river
by reducing the flow of indus-
trial waste through stormwa-
ter drains, the minister held a
meeting with the Delhi State
Industrial and Infrastruc-
ture Development Corpora-
tion Limited, Delhi Jal Board
and National Environmental
Engineering Research Institute
scientists.

According to an official

statement, the Delhi govern-
ment is planning to boost the
capacity utilisation of all the
13 common effluent treatment
plants (CETPs) of the Delhi
State Industrial and Infrastruc-
ture Development Corporation
(DSIIDC), so that all industrial
waste gets treated before falling
into the Yamuna river.

The minister also directed
the senior officials of DSI-
IDC to connect all stormwater
drains carrying industrial waste
to the CETPs. The Yamuna
river receives an appreciable
volume of untreated wastewa-
ter through stormwater drains.
These drains carry both indus-
trial as well domestic waste
depending on the locality of
the drains.

The CETPs, when used to
their maximum capacity, can

reduce the pollution load on
the Yamuna river, making it
clean, the statement said.
“There is enough infra-
structure available with DSI-
IDC in the form of 13 CETPs
to treat industrial waste.
“However, these are not uti-
lised to their maximum capac-
ity. To clean the industrial waste
flowing into the Yamuna, all the
available resources must be uti-
lised to their maximum capac-
ity and all departments must
work and achieve their target
within three years,” Jain said.
At the meeting, the offi-
cials pointed out the issue
of the discharge of indus-
trial waste into stormwater
drains by the industries. Jain
directed them to connect the
stormwater drains carrying
industrial waste to CETPs,

so that only treated and clean
water is discharged into the
Yamuna river.

Taking note of some indus-
tries polluting the river water,
He told the officials to ensure
that only industrial waste is dis-
charged in the effluent treat-
ment system. Wastage of all
industrial areas will be sent
directly into the CETPs for
treatment, Jain said, adding
not a drop of pollutants will
be allowed to flow into the
Yamuna river.

He also instructed Delhi Jal
Board (D]B) officials to divert
sewage flowing in stormwater
drains by either plugging the
source or diverting the drain
into a nearby Sewage pump-
ing station or sewer line so that
no untreated wastewater flows
into the river.
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Goods train derails, falls
into river in Odisha

BHUBANESWAR: At least
nine wagons of a goods train
running on the Angul-Talcher
Road route of East Coast Rail-
ways derailed in the early hours
of Tuesday and fell into a river,
officials said.

The wagons carrying wheat
plunged into the river around
2.30 am, but the loco pilot and
other staff were reported to be
safe as the engine remained on
the track, they said.

Heavy rain in the wake of a
deep depression in the Bay of
Bengal is likely to have caused
the accident on a bridge over
river Nandira when the goods
train was on its way from Firo-
zpur to Khurda Road, the offi-
cials said.

Talcher recorded 394 mm
of rainfall in the last two days.

Following the incident, the
ECoR has cancelled 12 trains,
diverted routes of eight others
and short terminated another,
they added.

Accident relief trains from
Sambalpur and Khurda Road
have been rushed to the spot,

where senior officials are
reviewing the restoration work.

Prima facie, the cause of the
derailment appears to be flash
flood. Retaining walls on both
sides have been damaged and
washout of tracks on approach
to the bridge from the Angul
side is also noticed, an ECoR
official said. AGENCIES
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Waterlogging: Over 21K seek croplossrelief

RAVINDER SAINi

ROHTAK, SEPTEMBER 14

Over 21,000 farmers have
sought compensation under
the Pradhan Mantri Fasal
Beema Yojana (PMFBY) for
the losses suffered by them
for their cotton and bajra
crops in Rohtak, Jhajjar,
Rewar: and Mahendragarh
districts due to the accumula-
tion of rainwater in their fields
in the past 10days.

In Rewari district, around
12,000 farmers have filed
complaints with the Agricul-
ture Department, while 4,800
complaints  from Jhajjar,
3,000 from Mahendragarh
and 1,800 from Rohtak dis-
trict have been received.

The farmers are bound to
file a complaint within 72
hours of the losses to get
compensation,

“There are 82 wvillages in
Rewari district from where
complaints of waterlogging

12K farmers in Rewari, 4,800 in Jhajjar, 3K in
M'Garh & 1,800 in Rohtak file applications

Afarmer in his flooded field in Rohtak's Samchana village.

in more than 25 per cent of
the total insured area under
the PMFBY have heen
recetved. Amongthese, 48 vil-
lages are located in the Jatu-
sana block, 15 villages in
Nahar, 10 villages in Rewari
and eight willages are in the
Khol block. Our teams in all

blocks are working to verify
the complaints,” said Bal-
want Singh, deputy director,
Agriculture (DDA), Rewari.
A majority of the villages
under the Salhavaas block in
Jhajjar district have been
badly hit by the rains, while
all five blocks are equally

affected in Rohtak district
due towaterlogging.

*Our 20 acres of agricultur-
al land is flooded with knee-
deep water, resulting in
extensive damage to bajra,
jowar and paddy crops. Hun-
dreds of acres of other agri-
cultural land in the village
are also submerged under
rainwater, but the authorities
are not bothered about
draining out the stagnant
water,” said Ashish, a dis-
tressed farmer of Samchana
village in Rohtak.

Dr Inder Singh, DDA,
Rohtak, and Jhajjar, said a
survey had already been
conducted in around 50 per
cent of the complaints to
verity the losses, while Vazir
Singh, DDA, Mahendragarh,
said the survey report of
1,700 of the 3,000 complaints
had been uploaded on the
portal so that the insured
farmers could get the com-
pensation at the earliest.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Tribune- 15- September-2021

Panel for agri zoning, metering groundwater

Says intervention must to prevent desertification | Wants policy on extraction, recharge

RucHika M KHANNA
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 14
With Punjab headed towards
desertification by 2037, the only
way to conserve water is by
agricultural zoning of the state
and by metering groundwater.
These are the major recom-
mendations of the special
Vidhan Sabha committee,
which submitted a report to
Speaker Rana KP Singh here
today, suggesting that a poli-
cy on groundwater extraction
and recharge be brought out.
Formed by the Speaker with
representation from all parties in
March, the panel is headed by
MLA Rana Gurjit Singh and
comprises Harparatap Singh
Ajnala, Gurpratap Singh Wadala,
Hardev Singh Laddi, Dr Raj

KumarChabbewal and Gurmeet
Singh Hayer as members.

With irrigation for agricul-
ture being the major source of
groundwater depletion, the
committee has now recom-
mended that the state be divid-
ed into agricultural zones, with
certain arid or dry areas being
brought under horticulture
crops (in Kandi area) and
under cotton (in South Malwa),
with at least 7.50 lakh hectares
under the “white gold”.

This will help in less extrac-
tion of groundwater vis-a-vis a
scenario where MSP regime
and easy availability of ground-
water through tubewells is
weaning all farmers across Pun-
jab towards paddy. Interesting-
Ly, this recommendation of agri-
cultural zoning was also made

OTHER MAJOR RECOMMENDATIONS...

m Delineation of mining from
water resources department

m Preparation of integrated
water plan

m Reassessment of canal
water allocation

m Lining of canals on priority
m Studies on effects of polluted
water in drains and medici-

nal waste on groundwater

m Special purpose vehicle to

implemént micro irrigation
m Holistic use of treated water
from STPs

= Crop diversification

in the report on crop diversifica-
tion submitted to the Centre by
the state government.

Another crucial recommen-
dation is to start metering the
groundwater supply, initially
for domestic supply and later
for the agricultural supply.
There should be an audit on

demand and supply in agricul-
ture and industry, which
should form the basis of a
water credit scheme. “Farmers
and the industry that reduces
the usage of water would earn
credit points, which can then
be rewarded through conces-
sions,” said Rana Gurjit Singh.

The Punjab Water Regula-
tion and Development
Authority, constituted by the
Capt Amarinder government
two years ago, had recom-
mended levying of charges
for extraction of groundwater
for commercial and industri-
al use. But this has so far not
been implemented. With
elections to the state assem-
bly round the corner, it is
unlikely that a decision on
this be taken soon.

Every year, the groundwater
is depleting by 70 cm in the
state. The annual extraction of
groundwater is 14 million cubic
metre, which is more than the
groundwater recharge.

It has also recommended
an extensive study on the
extent of water recharged.
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7,000 516 mm  468mm
rainfall in Rajkot’s  rainfallin Junagadh's
| Visavadartaluka

persons

evacuated  Lodhikataluka

/g

Heavy rains lash S
districts of Gujarat

®Heawy rains in Rajkot,
Junagadh and Jamnagar
(in pic) districts of Gujarat
have led to evacuation of
more than 7,000 persons,
officials said on Tuesday

B Newly sworn-in CM Bhu-
pendra Patel visited rain-
hit parts of Jamnagar city
and assured help to flood-
hit persons

B A NH passing through
Jamnagar and 18 state

highways passing through
Rajkot, Jamnagar and
Junagadh districts of the
Saurashtra region were
closed due to flooding

B Many villages were cut
off from other parts of
the state as roads were
inundated

BThe IAF, Navy and Coast
Guard were called in to
help in the rescue
operations. FTi
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Govt to boost CETPs,
shut river poIIutlng unlts

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

With the aim to develop a

sustainable plan to clean
the Yamuna River by reducing
the amount of industrial waste
coming through storm water
drains, the Delhi Government
is planning to boost the capac-
ity utilisation of all the existing
13 Common Effluent
Treatment Plants (CETPs) of
the Delhi State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited (DSI-
IDC).

The move to boost the
capacity utilisation of all CETPs
will ensure that all industrial
waste gets treated before falling
into the Yamuna. Additionally,
the Minister directed senior
officials of the DSIIDC to con-
nect all the storm water drains
carrying industrial waste to the
CETPs.

Water and Industries
Minister Satyendar Jain con-
vened a meeting with DSIIDC,
the Delhi Jal Board (DJB) and
the National Environmental
Engineering Research Institute
(NEERI) scientists. He took
strict notice of the illegal indus-
tries that are discharging indus-
trial waste directly into the

Yamuna and storm water
drains. He directed the officials
to shut all these illegal water-
polluting industries in Delhi
with immediate effect.

He said, “All water-pollut-
ing industries running illegal-
ly in Delhi will be shut with
immediate effect. DSIIDC will
put a seal on them if any such
industry keeps functioning.”

The Yamuna receives an
appreciable volume of untreat-
ed wastewater through storm
water drains. These storm
water drains carry both indus-
trial as well domestic waste
depending on the locality of the
drains. The cleaning of all

these sources will aid in the
cleaning of the Yamuna.

“Delhi has 29 industrial
clusters spread across the
Capital. These 29 clusters have
13 CETPs, which can treat 212
MLD of industrial waste at
their full capacity. Currently,
these CETPs are treating
around 50-55 MLD of indus-
trial waste,” Satyendar Jain said.

“There is enough infra-
structure available with the
DSIIDC in the form of 13
CETPs to treat the industrial
waste. However, these are not
utilised to their maximum
capacity, the DJB said in a
statement.
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