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Anew water policy forIndia

1 November 5, 2019, the Ministry of Jal Shakti

sef up a mmnutreewdraﬁanuwNaﬂonal'

" Water Policy (NWP). The earlier NWPs of 1987,
2002 and 2012 were drafted entirely within the gov-
emment system. This is the first time that the gov-
ernment decided to set upa committee of independ-
mtexpeﬂstodraftthepo!icy Thad the great honour

and privilege of being asked to chair the 2019 com-

mittee, The members of the committee included the

-vein,the\deep

said: “Respect for nature may be the next 1&8901{1
intended for us. Faced with an extraordinary erisis,
most people tend to be selfish, but this is a crisis that
teaches us to think equally of others. Nature is remind-
ingustoaclmmdadge,with humiﬁty.ourqulmea-
sential equality and inter-dependency.” In a similar
sa!d.“l.etusamdpdme.
importance to protect Mother Nature, re-orient the

development models and consumerism-driven life-

country’s leading water experts from styles. We are living in an inter-con-
diverse backgrounds, including nected world and cannot continue
those who have held key positions with business-as-usual approach in
within government in the past, as the quest fordevelopment and mod-
also professionals from academia ernisation as every action impacts
an?r?lml i“gfln(;It?r‘t«a‘ehnemni16n:see'clmm . the,leg& have immedi
‘he committes 16 me ‘atamements .
over the period of one year. It heard ate and far-reaching implications for
and received 124 submissions by water  policy. Ever since
experts, academics, practitioners Independence, our water policy has
mmkeg;mmﬂhmmd;d@dsub- been dictated by a “command-and-
ons by governments of 21 states control” approach towards nature,
and § Unibn Territorles and 35 pre- WATER‘ REFORM This is inhievent in the larger devel:
sentations and submissions by OR pERlSH opment paradigm that has failed to
departments and ministries of the adequately recognise that the econ-
T A s S S WiE e e
consensus in perspectives and sug- ' acknowledge is the profound inter-

gestions actoss the spectrum, from central and state
governments to stakeholders from outside govern-
ment. Thereappears to be a clear recognition that the
water erisis we face today istzs.l,lyunpmoedenwd ahd
that we need to rapidly move towardsa ne i
of water management and goy
both the emetging realities on the ground, a
growing understanding of water in the 2ist century.
Asammmlhnewewefehemenadbyamﬂm
ilar recognition being repeatedly articulated from the

highest echelons of government. The president of
Indla.wrtdnginmeoonmtofthecmrid-lspnndemic,

cannecﬁedness and inter-dependence that character-
ises the world we live in and to be humble in our’

approaeh to natural systems, showing them the

need to break down the silos into which we have
djvided water; (b) respect for the immense diversity

qf India while planning for water; (c) greater focus on
nanagementand distribution of water; (d) higher pri-

' to recycling and reuse of water; and (e) raising

the new NWP spells aut‘bﬁth

peop!e'sawamesandpeoﬂiﬁbparﬂclpaﬂmmman
agement of water.

We concurred with the suggestion of the minister
forJal Shakti that unlike the water policies of the past,
the new NWP should not end up asjust a token state-
ment of pious intentions, laoldng good on paper but
notgettingtranslatedinto ! Gnﬂigp'ound.-'l‘hus,

also definite time-lines, within which key provislons
of the policy would be implemented. In addition to
the usual practice of placing the NWP in the public
domain to receive feedback from the people, the min-
ister for Jal Shakti has proposed that different aspects
of the NWP should also be discussed threadbare in a
se:{eaoropenwodcshopsvdmstaleeholdersmmemed
with those specific aspects of the policy, before the
Govu:men&c;f India takes afn?h:lle viev:l on the NWP
drafted by the committee o pendent experts.
According to established p: ure, the final 4

of the NWP, of course, rests with the National Water

“ Resources Cquncil. which is chaired by the prime

minlsterand neludes all chief ministers as members.

Even as bkoces%uhl‘qlda:thmushaseﬂaof
weekly ¢ articles over the next one month, I will place
before the readers, key provisions of the new NWP

and the th behind including these elements in
the policy. T will also try to highlight aspects of the
poucytha.mpreaentaslgmﬁm fromthe

departure
past, why these departures were considered important
and how exactly these are proposed to be imple-
memedonmemund:‘ltisnwsinmehapeﬂ!atﬂ)ﬁ

i . background will enable stakeholders who participate
. reforms enunciated by the prime minister: (a) the

lnmewmulmﬁonsaxmndthepoucy,togainapﬁm

and deeper understanding of the approach, principles,
thrust areas and direction pmpoeadbytheﬂewm

ThewriterisDistinguished Professor, Shiv Nadar University.
Hechalred the Committeetodraft the new National Water
Pa!fqyset. up by the Ministryof Jal Shakii in 2019
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Any destruction of our
environment in the name of
development will only be at
the expense of our ecology

and human welfare. We
should adopt development
models that put people’s
health and well-being
before economic progress
and profit. Lahaul-Spiti is
blessed with abundant sun
and wind energy sources
spread across an area of
11,000 sq km. As a global
leader in solar energy, India
should make maximum
use of these renewable
energy sources.
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Himalayan crisis looms large in Lahaul valley

N October last year, the Lahaul

valley of Himachal Pradesh was

thrown open to the rest of India.

The Prime Minister inaugurated
the Atal Tunnel at Rohtang, thereby
opening the valley which until then
had remained cut off from the outside
world for nearly sixmonths every year.
It was a game-changer and a moment
of celebration for the local population.
The joie de vivre was, however, short-
lived. The residents are now concerned
about their survival.

The disquiet originates from the
recent approval for the construction of
many hydropower projects in the val-
ley. There are fears that the fate of
Lahaul will be similar to that of
Uttarakhand and Kinnaur district of
Himachal Pradesh, given the similar
terrain, fragile strata and ecology.

These fears are not entirely
unfounded as the tragedies due to dis-
asters are increasingly occurring in
the Himalayan states, claiming lives
and causing hardships. The warning
bells are ringing loud and clear in the
Lahaul valley and the future looks
uncertain and ominous.

Who can forget the Kedarnath floods
of 2013 that reportedly killed at least
5,000 people? In the aftermath of the
Kedarnath disaster, the Supreme
Court halted the development of
hydroelectric projects in Uttarakhand,
pending a review by the Ministry of
Environment. The Chopra Committee
set up by the ministry later concluded
that 23 of the 24 projects proposed
would have an ‘irreversible impact’
on the ecology of the region. Similar
events, albeit with variable impacts,

have been a regular occurrence in
Uttarakhand, including Chamoli dis-
trict, where a massive ice and rock
avalanche killed over 70 people in
February this year.

On August 11, a landslide occurred at
Nugalsari in Kinnaur district of
Himachal Pradesh, killing at least 28
people, all buried under the debris,
including passengers travelling in a
state transport bus and a couple of cars.
A similar accident in Batseri, also in
Kinnaur, happened when big boulders
fell on a tourist bus killing nine people,
including eight tourists.

Such events are both unprecedented
and highly dangerous. A fallout of
human activity, they are taking place
without any warning, and in greater
frequency. Tragically, these events not
only kill people indiseriminately but
also bring untold misery and econom-

PERILOUS: HP needs torevisit its overdependence on hydropower projects. FILEPHOTD

ic disaster for the simple and hard-
working people living in peace and
harmony with nature.

Why are these happening so regular-
ly and what are the root causes? Can
these be warning signals for the
Lahaul wvalley? The major reasons
include the construction of hydroelec-
tric power projects and unscientific
road expansion. According to the Geo-
logical Survey of India, indiscrimi-
nate blasting of mountains to build
infrastructure and highways has, by
destabilising the earth’s soft strata,
rendered the fragile areas more sus-
ceptible to landslides and floods.

The construction of these projects in
the Lahaul valley has become lucrative
to the private sector as transporting of
heavy machinery has now become eas-
ier thanks to the opening of the Atal
Tunnel. There is widespread concern

among people in the valley that these
hydropower projects if implemented
will adversely disturb the fragile and
pristine ecosystem with grave conse-
quences for the local population.
Clearly, these are man-made
tragedies and have similarities in
their root causes. Experts identify
them as insufficient risk management
when commissioning the develop-
mental projects and undervaluation of
environmental costs in decision-mak-
ing, as well as climate change.
Considering the gravity of the situa-
tion, the Himachal High Court had
appointed the one-man Shukla Com-
mittee over a decade ago to study the
issue at the ground level. The commit-
tee, in its report, recommended an
immediate moratorium on the con-
struction of new hydroelectric proj-
ects in Himachal Pradesh, in particu-
lar Lahaul-Spiti. Despite this, there
has not been any follow up on the
Commission’s recommendations and
the hydropower projects continue to
be approved and commissioned.
What is the way forward? The first
step 1s to realise that these
hydropower projects are a threat to
ecology and humans. Therefore, dis-
asters and tragedies, including in
places such as the newly opened
Lahaul-Spiti district, having a simi-
lar topography and vulnerabilities,
must be prevented at all costs.
While renewable energy remains a
high priority for India, as articulated
by the Prime Minister recently,
sources such as solar, wind and hydro-
gen should be exploited rather than
hydroelectric power. The govern-

ments mustensure that the people are
placed ahead of profit.

Moreover, Lahaul-Spiti is blessed with
abundant sun and wind energy sources
spread across an area of 11,000 sq km.
As a global leader in solar energy, India
should make maximum use of these
enormous renewable energy sources.
It’s high time the state government too
recognises this potential and revisits its
over-dependence on hydropower proj-
ects which, evidence clearly shows, are
detrimental to human lives in the hilly
terrains. In view of all this, various
hydroelectric power projects should be
halted immediately.

Secondly, the construction of roads
and highways should be designed and
carried out using modern technology
that is eco-friendly and not based on
blasting, which destabilises the
earth’s strata in the Himalayas.

Thirdly, applied research is needed
to assess the risks and the popula-
tion’s vulnerability to development
projects; monitor ecological changes
going forward; and identify appro-
priate local and policy-based mitiga-
tion measures, The role of social
institutions and communities is erit-
icalin this regard.

Finally, in the interconnected and
interdependent world that we live in
today, the quality of our lives and our
survival depend entirely on water, air,
food ete. Any destruction of our envi-
ronment in the name of development
will only be at the expense of our ecol-
ogy and human welfare. We should
adopt development models that put
people’s health and well-being before
economic progress and profit.
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World Bank okays1,168 craid
for Shimla water supply project

To be completed by 2026 | State to provide Y657 crore
OBJECTIVES OF THE PROJECT

B Augment water supply to Shimla from the Sutlej with addi-
tional 67 MLD to meet the demand up to 2050

B Bulk water supply to Shimla periurban areas to meet the demand
of the Special Area Development Authority (SADA) at Kufr, Shoghi,
Ghanahatti and additional planning areas up to 2050

B2AXT supply to domestic and commercial consumers in the Shimla
MC area. Improved sewerage sendces in the municipal area

BReplace the distribution pipe network in the Shimla MC area
and upgrade it to a 24x7 supply system

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, SEFTEMBEER 20
The World Bank has finally
approved a financial assis-
tance of $160 million (Rs
1,168 crore) for the Shimla
Water Supply and Sewerage
Service project.

The lengthy negotiations
concluded today and now
Shimla residents can look
forward to 24x7 water sup-
ply and effective sewerage
services in the next few
years. The project will be
completed by 2026.

“The negotiations with
the World Bank and the
Department of Economic
Affairs (DEA) concluded
today. I am happy to dis-
close that negotiations con-
cluded successfully. The
World Bank has agreed to
provide $160 million for the
project,” said Rajneesh,

-

Secretary, Urban Develop-

ment, who headed the
negotiation committee of
the state.

“The date of effect for the
project will be January 1,
2022. Shimla residents can
hope for 24x7 water supply
in the next two to three
yvears,” he added.

Urban Development Min-
ister Suresh Bhardwaj said
that the project would sure-
ly see the light of the day.

“The World Bank will soon
start releasing funds for the
project. Once it is complet-
ed, Shimla will not have to
worry about water supply
and sewerage service for
the next couple of decades.”
he added.

The project that aims to
provide 24x7 pressure
water supply and improve
and augment sewerage
services in and around the
city has a total financial

outlay of $250 million (Rs
1,825 crore). Of the total
amount, the World Bank
will provide $160 million
(Rs 1,168 crore) while the
state  government will
bhorne the remaining $90
million (Rs 657 crore).
Rajneesh said the Urban
Development Department
managed to secure funding
from the World Bank
despite fiscal constraints
due to Covid-19.
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