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Blue alert
sounded for
Idukki dam

A CORRESPONDENT
IDUKKI

The Kerala State Electricity
Board authorities issued an
official alert on Friday
when water level in the
Idukki reservoir crossed
the blue alert mark.

As per the new rule
curve announced by the
Central Water Commission
(CWC) which is valid till Oc-
tober 20, the blue alert
must be issued when the
water level touches
2,390.86 ft. The water level
in the reservoir stood at
2,390.98 ft at 5 p.m. on Fri-
day, which is 86.5% of the
total storage level. The wa-
ter level on the same day
last year was 2,392.52 ft
(87.93 %).

A KSEB official said the
rain in the catchment area
had subsided and the in-
flow through the Periyar al-
so had gone down. The wa-
ter level reached the blue
alert mark at 9 a.m. on the
day. The chances of open-
ing the dam shutters are re-
mote as there is a diffe-
rence of 6 ft to the the
orange alert level (2,396.86
ft) and 7 ft to the red alert
level (2,397.86 ft). The full
reserve level of the dam is
2,403.50 ft, he said. The of-
ficial said the blue alert
may be withdrawn when
the level is revised on Oc-
tober 20.
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Four Bihar cities to get drinking water from Ganga

Facing severe shortage of drinking water, city dwellers in Bihar’s four major
towns - Rajgir, Gaya, Bodh Gaya and Nawada — will soon have access to safe
drinking water. Chief Minister Nitish Kumar recently reviewed the work related
to Ganga Water Lift Project at Gaya and Nawada under which the water from
the holy river would be lifted and supplied to the residents of these cities.
Secretary of Water Resources Department, Sanjeev Hans said the project would
cover 149 km through pipelines from the Ganges in Begusarai as part of the Jal
Jeevan Hariyali Abhiyan. “So far, work of pipeline laying has been completed in
118.28 km from Hathidah to Manpur Avgilla,” Hans said.
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