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Study to gauge
water needsin
land pool areas

Risha Chitlangia

risha.chitlangia@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: A study by the city’s
land-owning agency is assessing
the increase in water demand
due to the implementation of the
land pooling policy, under which
around 1.7 million new dwelling
units will be constructed in the
Capital’s urban extension areas,
officials aware of the matter said
on Sunday.

In the first phase of the sur-
vey, the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) is assessing
water demand in 16 priority sec-
tors, and the report is likely to be
ready by early next year.

“We roped in an agency last
year in November to assess how
much additional water will be
required once new develop-
ments come up. We will share
the report with the Delhi Jal
Board,” said a DDA official.

The land pooling policy,
which was notified twice (in 2013
and 2018), will be implemented
in 110 urbanised villages on the
outskirts of the city. Under the
policy, village residents will
pool-in their vacant land to facil-
itate planned development of the
area. DDA has divided the entire
land pooling area into 109 sec-
tors, each of between 250 and
350 hectares.

The national capital gets close
to 935 million gallons daily
(mgd) of regular supply, while
the estimated demand is 1,236
MGD.

The 16 priority sectors are in
villages in north and north-west
Delhi, including Pooth Kurd,
Bawana, Daryapur Kalan, Nan-
gal Thakran, Bazidpur Thakran,
Akbarpurmazra, Tigipur,
Mohammadpur Ramjanpur,
Mukhmalpur, Jindpur, Gadi
Khasro, Kadipur, Neelwal and

Hiran Kudna.

Explaining the assessment
process, a senior DDA official
said, “We are finding out the
existing water requirement in
the sector, locating the water
bodies, looking at the groundwa-
ter levels etc. An assessment
about increase in water demand
will be done based on the availa-
ble developable land in a partic-
ular sector and also the existing
built up areas such as unautho-
rised colonies, slums, villages
falling in the sector.”

The firm doing the assess-
ment will prepare a water mas-
ter plan for each sector.

“Sites for underground reser-
voirs will be identified, revival of
water bodies, rainwater harvest-
ing provisions, reuse of treated
sewer water etc will be pro-
posed. Each sector will be devel-
oped in such a way that there is
zero discharge of waste water,”
said the official.

DDA officials said that the
exercise has been undertaken in
a bid to avoid a situation like in
Dwarka, where it took over a
decade to provide regular water
supply. In 2018, the DDA decided
to reduce the floor-area-ratio
(FAR) for residential areas from
400 to 200 citing scarcity of
water.

Environment expert Diwan
Singh questioned the need to
develop new urban extensions
when the city doesn’t have any
new source of getting additional
water. “It is good that they are
doing an assessment. But the
bigger picture is that there has
been no increase in Delhi's water
supply for years and there is no
source of getting additional
water. Even if we harvest rain-
water ata large scale, it does not
even meet one-fourth of the total
requirement,” he said.”
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PM SPEAKS WITH CM VIJAYAN TO DISCUSS SITUATION

Kerala landslide toll touches
22. Centre offers assistance

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOTTAYAM/IDUKKI: The
death toll in incidents related
to heavy rains, including land-
slides and flash floods in Ker-
alarose to 22 on Sunday while
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
offered assistance to the south-
ern state to tackle the situation.

Twenty two bodies, 13 from
Kottayam district and 9 from
Idukki were recovered from
various rain-hit areas while
NDRF teams continued their
rescue operations. The casual-
ties occurred on Saturday due
to landslides and flash floods in
the hilly areas of Kottayam and
Idulkki districts following heavy
rains, officials said.

In the high range Idukki
district, where a travel ban
is in place due to inclement
weather, District Collector
Sheeba George said two per-

o

Workers conduct a rescue operation after a landslide due to heavy rain

in ldukki, on Sunday

Pl

sons are still missing.

“Till now, we have recov-
ered nine bodies. Two people
are missing;” she said.

PM Modi called Ker-
ala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan and discussed the sit-
uation arising out of the rains.

“Spoke to Kerala CM Shri @
vijayanpinarayi and discussed
the situation in the wake of

heavy rains and landslides in
Kerala. Authorities are work-
ing on the ground to assist the
injured and affected,” Modi
tweeted.

“I pray for everyones safety
and well-being;” he said.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said the Centre will
provide all possible assistance
to the people of Kerala, who

have been affected by heavy
rains and resulting floods.

He tweeted that the govern-
ment was ‘continuously mon-
itoring the situation in parts
of Kerala in the wake of heavy
rainfall and flooding?” State
Revenue Minister K Rajan said
an assistance of Rs 4 lakh will
be given to the relatives of those
who have lost their lives.

Officials said the bodies of
three children buried under the
stush were recovered in Iduk-
ki's Kokkayar after intense res-
cue efforts.

Children, aged eight, seven
and four, were found holding
each other. Kerala Leader of
Opposition V D Satheesan,
who visited Kokkayar and
Koottickal alleged that the state
government failed to launch
rescue operationsin time in the
affected areas.

At Koottickal in Kottayam

district, a family of six includ-
ing three girl children aged 14,
12 and 10 were killed as their
house was swept away in the
landslide.

Bodies of three people were
recovered Saturday and the
remaining were found by the
rescuers today.

Many hapless families in
the high range hamlet were dis-
placed and became inmates of
rehabilitation camps.

Several elderly villagers said
it was for the first time in their
lives they were experiencing
such intense rainfall.

Meanwhile, a scientist at
the Cochin University of Sci-
ence and Technology (CUSAT)
claimed that the brief, intense
rain spells in some regions in
Kerala indicated mini cloud-
bursts, a factor that also led to
casualties, damage and loss of
properties. Turn to P4
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Kerala landslide toll
touches 22

Citing more than 5 cm rain received in two
hours in worst affected areas of Idukki and Kot-
tayam districts, S Abhilash of the Department
of Atmospheric Sciences, CUSAT said it was a
“mesoscale mini-cloudburst type of event”.

Mini cloud bursts are marked by intense
short spells which may not exceed 10cm in one
hour-a classical definition by India Meteorologi-
cal Department.

The Indian Navy said a helicopter from Naval
Air Station, INS Garuda was launched in the
morning to drop relief materials to the affected
people.

The helicopter undertook aerial sorties to
assess the status of the floods and landslides for
authorities to plan any land based search and res-
cue operations.

“At present all Air assets, Rescue teams, and
Team of Naval divers are kept on standby to
assist civil administration at short notice”, a Navy
statement said.

Army said despite the harsh and inclement
weather conditions, its personnel reached the
affected areas within a few hours of requisition
and have been employed in assistance to the civil
administration in rescue and relief operations.

“Working since the late hours, the team was
the first to reach the site at Kavali in Kottayam
district and have been successful in recovering
three bodies from the debris. The recovery oper-
ation became further difficult as the team had
to clear the entire landslide only after the road
was cleared for movement of the JCB’, an Army
release said.

During the process of recovery, the Army
team had salvaged large quantities of gold and
expensive accessories which were immediately
handed over to the Civil administration for fur-
ther accountability.

“The team is working in close coordination
with the DC, Kottayam and the Tehsildar of Kan-
jirapally in distribution of the much needed relief
material and in ensuring that normalcy returns
in the area at the earliest’, it said.

In its forecast, India Meteorological Depart-
ment said Saturday’s Low pressure area over
southeast Arabian Sea and adjoining Kerala has
become less Marked and now seen as a trough
from south Interior Karnataka to south Tamil
Nadu at lower levels.

“Under its influence, isolated heavy rainfall is
very likely over Kerala and Mahe on 17th Octo-
ber 2021 and significant reduction thereafter;” it
said.

Thereafter, a fresh spell of easterly wave is
likely to affect south Peninsular India from Octo-
ber 20 and cause fairly widespread rainfall with
isolated heavy falls likely over Kerala from Octo-
ber 20 and likely to continue for subsequent 3-4
days, it added.

The Kerala State Electricity Board (KSEB)
informed that it has incurred an estimated loss of
Rs 13.67 crore due to the downpour in the state.

“The most damage happened in Pathana-
mthitta, Pala and Thodupuzha circles. A total of
3,074 distribution transformers stopped func-
tioning out of which 60 were totally destroyed.
339 hi-tension posts were destroyed, 1398 low-
tension posts damaged and 4.18 lakh electricity
connections got snapped,” KSEB said in a release.

The higher education department in the state
informed that all the exams scheduled to be held
tomorrow have been postponed while the classes
that were scheduled to begin from October 18
have been postponed to October 20.

Culture Minister Saji Cheriyan said families
residing in the low-lying areas of Chengannur
and Kuttanad areas have been shifted to relief
camps as water from Pamba and Achankovil riv-
ers began rising due to heavy rains in the eastern
part of the state.

The Central Water Commission has issued an
Orange alert for Manimala, Kallada, Achankovil,
Neyyar and Karamana rivers of the state.

The IMD has withdrawn the red alert and
currently, there is a Yellow alert sounded for the
south-central districts of the state.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said inces-
sant rains are continuing at Thrissur, Palakkad,
Pathanamthitta and Kottayam districts.

“NDREF teams have been deployed to
Pathanamthitta, Alappuzha, Idukki, Ernakulam,
Thrissur and Malappuram districts. Directions
have been issued to deploy five additional teams
to Idukki, Kottayam, Kollam, Kannur and Palak-
kad districts,” he said.
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Rain likely to intensify
again from Wednesday

CM urges people to exercise caution

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

After a short break on Mon-
day and Tuesday, rainfall is
likely to gain in strength ov-
er Kerala again by Wednes-
day, the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) has
said.

The State could expect
fairly widespread rainfall
with isolated heavy rain for
three to four days starting
Wednesday, courtesy a fresh
spell of easterly wave which
is likely to affect south pe-
ninsular India, according to
the IMD Meteorological
Centre here on Sunday.

The IMD has put several
districts on yellow alert for
isolated heavy rainfall on
Wednesday and Thursday.

The Indian National
Centre for Ocean Informa-
tion Services has warned
that sea will be rough along
the Kerala coast till Monday
night.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan has warned of wi-
despread rainfall in the
State for at least four days
from October 20.

The IMD has sounded a
yellow alert in 10 districts
on October 20 and on six

districts on October 21. “We
should infer that heavy rain
is yet to abate,” he said.

The current spell would
last at least till October 18
evening, he said. He urged
the public to exercise ut-
most caution.

He encouraged citizens to
prepare themselves to move
to relief camps, higher
ground or safer localities if
requested by officials. He
urged the people to put off
inessential travel. The Go-
vernment had issued a
lightning warning.

Water level may rise

Mr. Vijayan said the Central
Water Commission had
warned that rivers flowing
through  Pathanamthitta,
Kottayam and Thiruvanan-
thapuram would continue
to be in spate, and water le-
vels might rise further in the
next 24 hours.

He warned residents in ri-
parian neighbourhoods
such as Madama, Kallupara,
Thumbamon, Pullakayar,
Manickal in Kottayam and
Pathanamthitta  districts
and Vellaikadavu and Aru-
vippuram in Thiruvanan-
thapuram to be cautious.
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ing robust framework

for a water-sensitive policy

@tlmesgroup com

e Times Water Conclave,
organised by the Times of
India Group, brought po-

licy-makers, community lea-
ders, naturalists, technical ex-
perts and champions on a com-
mon platform to brainstorm on
various facets of water conser-
vation. Theshared vision wasto
make UPa water positive state.

The event held in Varanasi
on October 6 was marked by the
Ppresentation of status reports,
situation analysis, success sto-
ries and models for saving, revi-
vingand rejuvenating water bo-
diesinthestate.

The event, which was atten-
ded by chief minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath, cabinet minister for
water resources and Jal Shakti
Mahendra Singh, hisdeputy Di-
nesh Khatik and other dignita-
ries, concluded with a run thro-
ugh by VK Madhavan, head of
Wateraid India— the knowled-
gepartner for the initiative.

The key takeaways from

theeventare:

Declare rivers, ponds &
wetlands shared legacy

During the event, experts
said rivers and ponds area sha-
redlegacy of the peoplewhore-
side along it. The inhabitants
need to be sensitised towards
this and its importance on the
overall quality of life. For in-
stance, the importance of fresh
airandoxygenpocketsinpollu-
ted cities can be driven to make
peopleunderstand theneed ofa
park, pond or wetland inthe ne-
ighbourhood.

Ganga, the lifeline and
fateline of India

Stating that Ganga is the 1i-
feline and fate line of northern
Indiaand anidentity of Indians
across the world, experts said
collaborative steps are needed
to save the divine river and its

File photo

Experts at TOI Water Conclave said importance of fresh air and oxygen pockets in polluted cities can be
driven to make people understand the need of a park, pond or wetland in the neighbourhood

biodiversity They said while go-
vernments at the Centre and in
the state are implementing a
well-planned strategy to check
pollution in the river and its tri-
butaries, any support from the
community is most welcome.

Political  leadership

A committed political lea-
dership can turn programmes
into campaigns and change the
approach with which the same
government machinery deals
withschemes.

The movement towards
achievement of targets is acce-
lerated and the ripple effect on
stakeholdersand community is
fuelled with minimal efforts.

The conclusion that UP has
done a lot for water conserva-

Water policy: The iron
framework

a

UP’s policy on water con-
servation and its optimal utili-

MAKE UTTAR PRADESH

WATLER

PO SITIVE

A Tlm OF lNDlA INITIATIVE

sation is in its final stages. Ex-
perts said the draft has been
formulated through a consul-
tative process which involved
brainstorming and delibera-
tions from domain experts in
the presence of government
functionaries. The policy is set
to be promulgated and experts
arelookingforward toit.

Champions uphold the
message in commumity

Water beingan essential ele-
ment of life cannot be claimed
byasingleentity notevenbythe
government. Its conservation
must be a team effort with
champions (seven of whom we-
re felicitated during the concla-
ve) advocating the cause where-

ver they can. Experts believed
that champions are harbingers
of the change that is targeted
through official programmes.

modelsof change

Presence of champions
committed to the cause of wa-
ter conservation can have a
trickle-down effect in the com-
munity Once people start rea-
ping the benefits of the inter-
vention, the community em-
braces it asaway of life which
brings sustainability to the
idea ormodel of change.

System facilitatesand re-
charges

The active involvement of
framework s crucial toany pro-
gramme but experience from
thefield hasindicated thatinca-
se of causes like water conser-
vation, the administrative ma-
chineryshould play theroleof a
facilitator and a reinforcer

Community must lead while
the system should follow inste-
ad of officers leading and com-
munity following, This ensures
that the idea doesn't fizzle out
upon change of guards in the
districtorstate,

Groundwater-sensitive
urban planning
Considering the fact that
UPiswitnessingoneof thefas-
test rates of urbanisation in
the country, there is a need to
re-imagine cities. Instead of
designing them to repel water
out of the cities, the urban
planners and developers must
adopt a water- ive appro-
achtodesign and planning.

The basic building plan
must include systems to limit
exploitation of groundwater
and guarantee its recharge
through proper arrangements
tostoreand conserverainwater
for future useand health of aqu-
ifers. It must include systems
that allow recycle and reuse of
grey water to check wastage/
overuseof cleanwaterand plan
foritstreatmentbefore beingre-
leased into the environment.

Inter-departmentalcoor-
dination

The official framework
may have challenges of diffe-
rent verticals of water conser-
vation falling under different
departments but the system
must bring diverse stakehol-
dersonacommon planeforthe
larger cause.

Incentives to aid frans-
ition

Experts said while there are
legislations that make measu-
res for conservation of water
mandatory,as in the case of gro-
undwater, there is a need to in-
centivise it in a way that encou-
rages people and groups to
adopt itand embrace the public-
interest way of seeing things.
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FARIDABAD, OCTOBER 17

The Municipal Corporation
Faridabad (MCF)  has
launched a drive against
illegal water and sewage
connections. Around 50
such connections have been
disconnected as part of the
drive in the past three days.
More than 60 per cent of the
total water connections are
unauthorised at present,
it is reported.

A senior official of the
MCF said the aim behind
the drive was to get all ille-
gal connections regu-
larised. The acute shortage
in the supply of drinking
water in many parts of the
city and loss of several
crores of revenue due to
illegal connections had
made the civic body resort
to such an action. He said
several connections had
been disconnected recently.
The drive will continue till
all connections are autho-
rised, he added. Announc-
ing that the drive will rope
in registered plumbers,
Yashpal Yadav, Commis-
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Drive launched againstillegal
water, sewer connectionsin Fbad

AIMING TO GET ALL CONNECTIONS REGULARISED DEFAULTERS IN

6 The aim behind the drive was to get all illegal
connections regularised. The acute shortage in
the supply of drinking water in many parts of the
city and loss of several crores of revenue due to

illegal connections has made the civic body resort

to such an action. Senior official, MUNICIPAL CORPORATION,FARIDABAD

FIR TO BE LODGED FOR THEFT

@6 Plumbers have been asked to ensure that all
connections are regularised within a given time
period. The unauthorised connections will not be
disconnected but an FIR will be lodged for theft.

Yashpal Yadav, COMMISSIONER, MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, FARIDABAD

SLUM CLUSTERS g

B |n the city there are a
total of 5.5 lakh units
that avail water and
sewer connections

H |t is reported that only
about two lakh units have
been paying bills, while
the rest are illegal

B A majority of the illegal
connections are located in
slum clusters and densely
populated colonies of the
NIT and Old Faridabad
zone of the city

sioner, MCF said the
plumbers had been asked to
ensure that all connections
were regularised within a
given time period. He said
unauthorised connections
would not be disconnected
but an FIR would be lodged
for theft. The MCF is losing
a revenue of several crores
each year on account of ille-
gal water and sewage con-
nections, it is claimed.

In the city there are a total
of 5.5 lakh units that avail
the water and sewer con-

nections, it is reported that
only about two lakh units
have been paying bills,
while the rest are illegal. A
majority of the illegal con-
nections are located in slum
clusters and densely popu-
lated colonies of the NIT
and Old Faridabad zone of
the city. It is claimed that
tanker and private water
supply mafia enjoying polit-
ical patronage have also
been exploiting the water
supply sources and piped
water supply of the MCE,

resulting in short supply or
unavailability of water in
many areas.

Against a demand of 300
MLD daily, the MCF has
been able to supply
around 270 MLD of water
daily in the city having a
population of over 22 lakh
at present, it is learnt. As
the total revenue generat-
ed from water and sewer
connections is around Rs
10 crore each year, it has
the potential of going up
to Rs 30 crore.
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