DEHRADUN/NAINITAL

Forty-two more people
wete reported killed in Ut-
tarakhand's Kumaon on
Tuesday as several houses
collapsed following inces-
sant downpour, taking the
toll due to rain-related in-
cidents in the State to 47,

The connectivity to
Nainital was restored in
the evening after hours of
struggle amid inclement
weather, officials said,
With 42 new fatalities in
the Kumaon region, the
death toll in the disaster
has risen to 47 as five
deaths were reported on
Monday. "The number of
casualties in the Kumaon
region alone has crossed
40, DIG Nilesh Anand
Bharne said.

Twenty-eight people
were killed in Nainital dis-
trict, six each in Almora
and Champawat, and one
each in Pithoragarh and
Udham Singh Nagar dis-
tricts, the official said.

(SEEPAGES2,7)
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47 die in U’khand floods

Cars submerged at a flooded resort at the Jim Corbett National Park in Uttarakhand. — Photo: PT|

CHERUTHONI DAM SHUTTERS LIFTED AFTER 3 YEARS

IDUKKI/PATHANAMTHITTA: Shutters of
Cheruthoni dam, part of the Idukki reser-
voir in Kerala, were opened on Tuesday to
create more storage capacity in anticipa-
tion of the heavy rainfall predicted in its
catchment area over the next two days.
Shutters of Idamalayar dam in Ernaku-
lam and Pampa in Pathanamthitta were

also opened in the morning as water in
these reservoirs had almost reached the
danger levels. Three sirens were sounded
prior to the opening of each of the shut-
ters of Cheruthoni dam, which was last
opened three years ago, Kerala State Elec-
tricity Board said. The first shutter was
raised at 11 am, it said. (REPORT PAGE 7)
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47 die in Ukhand floods

Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami under-
took an aerial survey of the rain-hit areas and
also interacted with the affected people on
ground zero to make an assessment of the
damage caused.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi also spoke to
Dhami on the phone to take stock of the situa-
tion and assured him of all help, Interacting
with the disaster-affected people in
Rudraprayag, Nainital and Udham Singh
Nagar districts, Dhami said people need to
have patience in this hour of crisis. All neces-
sary arrangements are being made by the state
government, he said, adding that there was no
need to panic. The crisis can be overcome with
the cooperation of all, he said.

Disaster Management Minister Dhan Singh
Rawat, DGP Ashok Kumar, Rudrapur MLA Ra-
jkumar Thukral and senior officials were with
the chief minister when he met the affected
people in Rudrapur and Kichcha in Udham
Singh Nagar district, DIG Bharne said despite
bad weather and continuing showers, the
blocked roads in Nainital were cleared of rub-
ble and connectivity to the tourist spot was re-
stored. Stranded tourists have also begun to
leave for their respective destinations through
Kaladhungi and Haldwani, he said.

Director General of Police Ashok Kumar,
who accompanied the CM on a visit to the
rain-hit areas, said roads, bridges and railway
tracks have been damaged in Kathgodam and
Lalkuan in Nainital and Rudrapur in Udham
Singh Nagar district. Around 100 people
stranded at the Lemon Tree resort on the
Ramnagar-Ranikhet route after water from a
swollen Kosi river entered the resort were
later evacuated to safety. Electricity, telecom
and internet connectivity in Nainital remained
badly hit throughout the day. Three TAF heli-
copters are assisting in relief operations. rm
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2,000 pilgrims stranded in Kedarnath

NEW DELHI

About 4,000 devotees have
returned from Kedarnath
out of 6,000 amidst heavy
rain in Uttarakhand. The
rest 2,000 pilgrims have
been taken to safer places,
officials said on Tuesday.

Heavy rain for the past
three days has wreaked
havoc in Nainital, Hald-
wani, Kathgodam, Ranikhet,
Pauri, Lansdowne and
Chamoli districts of the
State. In Kathgodam, the
railway track was washed
away and fell into the river.

The District Magistrate
of Rudraprayag said that
helicopters have been
pressed into service by the
Army in the areas affected
by heavy rain. Instructions
have been issued to
Chamoli and Rudraprayag
district administrations to
focus on the safety of the
stranded pilgrims on the
Char Dham Yatra routes.

Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami on Tuesday
took stock of the situation
by conducting an aerial sur-
vey of the affected areas
along with Disaster Man-
agement Minister Dr Dhan
Singh Rawat and DGP
Ashok Kumat,

According to the District
Magistrate, Pauri, three per-
sons died, while two were
injured after a thatched roof
collapsed in Lansdowne
tehsil, The injured have
been rushed to hospital,
One person died in
Rudraprayag, he said.

Tourists are also re-
ported to be stranded at
several other places in Ut-
tarakhand.  Instructions
have been issued to the dis-
trict authorities to evacuate
them as soon as possible.

On Tuesday, Dhami re-
viewed the situation in
Nainital after reports that
many parts of the district
are cut off for road traffic,
Due to excessive rain, the
road in Golapar area of
Kathgodam was washed
away in the river., Train
movement has also been af-
fected in Kathgodarm, Many
trains have been either can-
celled or terminated before
the final destination. The
Chief Minister directed the

Ganga river engulfs a giant statue of Lord Shiva in Rishikesh in Uttarakhand, on Tuesday. — Photo: AFP

officials to ensure traffic
movement on highways
blocked due to heavy rain
and landslides as soon as
possible. Special precau-
tions should be taken where
there is heavy rainfall, he
said.

Elephant stuck on island
An elephant stranded on a
piece of land in a raging
Gaula river in Uttrakhand
was on Tuesday rescued by
Forest Department officials.

Heavy rainfall in the state
ovet the past few days ledto
the water level of the river
surpassing the danger level.
Consequently, the elephant
was trapped on a piece of
land in the raging Gaula
river, between Halduchaur
and Lalkuan, The elephant
was seen in a viral video
moving around in circles on
a small patch of land. The
video has been authenti-
cated by officials of the
Wildlife Team,

The Indian Army has res-
cued 2035 civilians stranded
in the high-altitude Spiti
subdivision in Himachal
Pradesh’s Lahaul-Spiti dis-
trict owing to untimely
heavy snowfall, district offi-
cials said on Tuesday. urs/an

Cheruthoni dam shutters opened in Kerala

IDUKKI (KERALA): Shutters
of Cheruthoni dam, part of
the Idukki reservoir in Ker-
ala, were opened on Tues-
day to create more storage
capacity in anticipation of
the heavy rainfall predicted
inits catchment area over
the next two days.

Shutters of Idamalayar
damin Ernakulam and
Pampa in Pathanamthitta
were also opened in the
morning as water in these
reservoirs had almost
reached the danger levels.

Three sirens were
sounded prior to the open-
ing of the dam'’s third shut-
ter by around 35 centime-
ters, Kerala State Electricity
Board (KSEB) said.

Nearly an hour after the
3rd shutter of the dam was
opened, three sirens were
sounded before the second
shutter was raised by 35
centimeters at 12 PM, KSEB
said.

Three shutters of the dam
are going to be raised by 35
centimeters each during the
day, it said. Earlier in the
day, shutters of Idamalayar
and Pampa reservoirs were
opened in the wake of in-
crease in the water level

Three shutters of Cheruthoni dam, part of the Idukki reservoir in
Kerala, were opened on Tuesday. — Photo: AFP

and more rains predicted in
the coming days in Kerala.
The developments come a
day after the State govern-
ment opened the shutters
of Kakki and Sholayar dams
to release surplus water.
The Ernakulam district ad-
ministration confirmed the
opening of shutters 2and 3
of Idamalayar dam by 50
centimetres each.

Opening of shutters 3 and
4 of the Pampa dam by 45
centimetres each was con-
firmed by the
Pathanamthitta district
administration.

Pilgrimage cancelled

In view of the prevailing sit-
uation and expected wors-
ening of weather condi-
tions, the government has
cancelled pilgrimage to the
Lord Ayyappa shrine in
Sabarimala for the Thula
masam poojas.

According to the State
Disaster Management Au-
thority, the number of rain-
related deaths in Kerala
from October 12 to October
18 stood at 38. During the
same period, at least 90
houses have been de-
stroyed in the rains.em
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ORANGE ALERT
SOUNDED INTI
DISTRICTS IN
RAIN-HIT KERALA

DC CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCT. 19

With the Indian
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) predicting
heavy to very heavy
rains in the state over
the next three days,
Kerala State Disaster
Management Authority
(KSDMA) has issued an
orange alert in as many
as 11 districts.

The orange alert is a
warning for heavy rains
measuring from 6 cm to
20 cm in 24 hours. The
districts which have
been put on orange alert
are Thiruva-nanthapu-
ram, Pathanamthitta,
Kottayam, Ernakulam,
Idukki, Thrissur,
Palakkad, Malappuram,
Kozhikode, Wayanad
and Kannur,

With heavy rains trig-
gering landslides in sev-
eral parts of the state,
the disaster manage-
ment authorities have
appealed to the people
living in areas prone to
such natural calamities
to move to safer places,

The district adminis-
tration including rev-
enue department has
been asked to shift peo-
ple at a short notice
should there be any pos-
sibility of a landslide in
areas receiving heavy
rains.

The water levels in
reservoirs of major
dams reached the dan-
ger mark forcing author-
ities to lift the shutters
of at least five major
dams in the state on
Tuesday including
Idukki which is one of
the highest arch dams in
Asia.

The shutters of the
Cheruthoni dam which
is part of Idukki dam
were lifted by 35 cm on
Tuesday to release 100
cusec of water. About 1
lakh litres of water was
being released from the
dam per second.

Irrigation minister
Roshy Augustine said
there was no need for
panic as water was being
released in a controlled
manner.
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With no desilting, reservoir
capacity takes a hit

Project to remove silt deposited after 2018 floods yet to take off

The Idamalayar dam is constructed across a major tributary of the Periyar in Ernakulam district.

K5 SUDHE

Desiltation of major reser-
voirs is yet to happen in Ker-
ala though the water-holding
capacity of most of them has
been reduced by the huge
quantities of silt deposited
by the 2018 floods.

Though the previous Left
Democratic Front govern-
ment had mooted the idea of
selling the clay and sand de-
posits removed from the re-
servoirs, the project did not
make any headway. Of the
20 reservoirs owned by it,
the Irrigation Department
could initiate the project on-
ly at the Mangalam reservoir
in Palakkad.

The siltation has reduced
the storage capacity of many
dams significantly. Once

these reservoirs are desilted,
their storage could be en-
hanced and water need not
be drained as done during
the rainy season, point ex-
perts in irrigation civil
engineering.

New area

Pranabjyothi Nath, Special
Secretary, Water Resources
Department, says the desilt-
ing of reservoirs is a relative-
ly new area where there are
not many agencies operat-
ing. Kerala is the first State to
start the desilting of
reservoirs.

Studies conducted by the
Kerala Engineering Research
Institute, Thrissur, indicate
that the siltation levels have
gone up in the 14 reservoirs
of the Irrigation Department

since the 2018 floods, says N.
Suprabha, director of the
institute.

The ¥17.70-crore pilot pro-
ject at Mangalam is expected
to enhance the storage ca-
pacity by 2.95 million metre
cube. The additional quanti-
ties of water that could be
stored would be used for
agriculture needs of Vandaz-
hi, Kizhankkanchery, Vadak-
kanchery, Kannambra of
Alathoor taluk. Tt could also
be used for meeting the
drinking water demands of
these panchayats, according
to the department.

Initial plan

According to T.M. Thomas
Isaac, former Finance Minis-
ter, the proposal for desilting
has been mooted to improve

*FILE PHOTO

the storage of reservoirs be-
sides earning revenue for the
Government.

The initial plan was to
earn at least ¥500 crore
through the sales of sand
and clay. However, the pro-
ject did not make much pro-
gress, says Dr. Issac.

The move by the Kerala
State Electricity Board to de-
silt the Lower Periyar reser-
voir has been shelved after
opposition from the State
Forest Department. Idukki,
Idamalayar, Kakki and Ba-
nasurasagar are the other re-
servoirs owned by the
board.

The board, it is under-
stood, would soon come up
with an action plan for de-
silting the dams in its posses-
sion.
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The River

ow that the last of the resplendent Durga

images has been immersed in the Ganga to

be moulded into clay from whence it was
moulded ~ the fundamental ingredient, so to speak -
it is time urgently to reflect on the pollution of the
sacred river that skirts Kolkata and meanders through
West Bengal and further afield. In a word, the murk
has been no less extensive than the failure of the
orchestrated Ganga Action Plan, a failure that binds a
swathe of the riparian states. Truth to tell, the murk
can be as extensive as in the holy city of Varanasi,
which is Prime Minister Narendra Modi's constituen-
cy. True the immersion ceremony has been split in
several districts of rural Bengal, but the compulsion
is primarily a matter of administrative exigence rather
than protecting the river. That compulsion was
geared to be a safeguard against the Covid pandemic;
to ensure the protection of the river was seemingly
secondary in the overall construct. Despite the talk of
such exigence, the pollution of the river reaches its
peak in the immediate aftermath of the festive season
when hundreds of thousands of images, decked in
finery are immersed in the Ganga. And it is here that
the West Bengal Pollution Control Board (PCB), the
respective municipal Corporations and the police
have a vital role to play. Sad to reflect, all three entities
have had limited success in checking the environ-
mental degradation in the city and the suburbs.

The contribution of the PCB does not end with
periodic homilies on a cleaner Ganga. The plan of
action needs to be followed through with urgent
despatch. Admittedly, there is little or no option but
to use the river for the annual ritual of immersion.
But the puja committees, the police and the civic
bodies have failed to execute the task that has been
specified. Thousands of images float in the river and
the extent of pollution can well be imagined. The
PCB’s guidelines need to be stringently enforced with
matching assistance from the police and corpora-
tions. The overall perspective need not be localized;
it must of necessity include the larger issue of envi-
ronmental degradation. Bengal and the rest of the
country exemplify a colossal failure as do several
other states, not least the hinterland of Varanasi. This
year’s experiment by the municipalities in Konnagar
and Chinsurah, in Hooghly district both, to adopt
innovative methods to avert river water pollution
during immersion deserves to be sustained in the
rest of the state. Essentially, there are two stages ~ the
clay is first washed off and the idol is again treated to
make it free from colour toxins so that it becomes
part of the natural soil. It is a scientific procedure to
save the water and the environment. Jean Renoir,
from whose film we borrow the title of this comment,
would have been impressed. It was filmed in India in
1951 with Satyajit Ray holding the post of assistant
director.
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Rains batter Ukhand as 42 more die

Nainital cut off from rest of state due to roadblocks after heavy
downpour; UP sees 4 fatalities: Kerala dams open gates

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: Uttarakhand
reported at least 42 rain-related
deaths on Tuesday with many
people still trapped under the
rubble after landslides, while
Uttar Pradesh witnessed four
fatalities, even as heavy down-
pour in Kerala filled several
dams to the brim and multiple
districts were on alert.

In view of the incessant
rains, Uttarakhand Chief Min-
ister Pushkar Singh Dhami
reiterated his appeal to Chard-
ham yatris to stay where they
are and not to resume their
journeys before the weather
improved.

“The number of casualties
in Kumaon region alone has
crossed 40, DIG Nilesh Anand
Bharne told a national news
agency.

With 42 new fatalities in the
Kumaon region, the death toll
in the disaster has risen to 47
as five deaths were reported on
Monday.

Of the 42 fresh deaths, 28
people were killed in the Naini-
tal district, six each in Almora
and Champawat and one each
in Pithoragarh and Udham
Singh Nagar districts, the offi-
cial said.

The connectivity to Naini-
tal was restored in the evening
after hours of struggle amid
inclement weather, officials
said.

Chief Minister Dhami
undertook an aerial survey
of the rain-hit areas and later

» Chief Minister Dhami o» With 42 new

GROUND undertook an aerial fatalities in the Ku-

REALITY  srveyofthercintit  maon region, he
areas and later infer- death toll in the di-
acted with the offected  saster has risen to
people on ground zero 47 as five deaths
to make an assessment were rt on
of the damages caused =~ Monday

+» The IMD has issued o Red
weather warning for the
Darjeeling and Kalimpong
districts. There were reports
of snowfall in Gurudongmar
and Lochen in North Sikkim. A
person died when a tree fell
on the vehicle he was driving
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Submerged cars are seen ot o flooded hotel resort as extreme rainfall coused the Kosi River overflow ot t

Uttarakhand, on Tuesday

he Jim Corbett National Park in

*» An Orange
alert has been
fssued for
all districts in
Kerala other
than Kannur &
Kasaraged on
October 21

sation of Rs 4 lakh each to the
next of kin of those killed in
rain-related incidents across
the state over the last two days.

Director General of Utta-

interacted with the affected
people on ground zero to make
an assessment of the damages
caused.

He announced a compen

rakhand Police Ashok Kumar,
who accompanied Chief Min-
ister Dhami on a visit to the
rain-hit areas of the Kumaon
region, said roads, bridges

and railway tracks have been
damaged in Kathgodam and
Lalkuan in Nainital and Rudra-
pur in Udham Singh Nagar.

It will take at least four-

NDRF personnel rescue people
stranded in Udham Singh Nogar,
Uttarakhand, on Tuesday m

five days to repair the dam-
aged tracks, Kumar told the
news agency.

Three Indian Air Force
(IAF) helicopters have arrived
in the state and are assisting
in relief and rescue opera-
tions. Two of them have been
deployed in the Nainital dis
trict, which has suffered exten-
sive damage due to cloudbursts
and landslides, Dhami said.

According to a rough esti-
mate, around 100 pilgrims
from different parts of Gujarat
who had gone to Uttarakhand
for the Chardham Yatra were
stranded following heavy rains
and landslides, Gujarat Reve-
nue Minister Rajendra Trivedi
said. Continued on P4
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