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‘KRMB procedure erroneous’

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

An expert committee consti-
tuted by the State govern-
ment to study the proposals
of Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB) unani-
mously felt that the entire
methodology considered in
developing the rule curves
was erroneous as it does not
comply with the provisions
of Krishna Water Disputes
Tribunal-I (KWDT-I)
(Bachawat) Award.

The committee, which
met on Wednesday, exam-
ined the rule curves and op-
eration protocols pertaining
to Srisailam reservoir fur-
nished by the KRMB, The
committee was set up to
study the proposals of
KRMB vis-a-vis the imple-
mentation of the Central
government notification tak-
ing control of the projects on
Krishna and Godavari
basins. In a letter to the
Board Chairman MP Singh,
Special Chief Secretary (Ir-
rigation} Rajat Kumar drew

his attention to certain parts
of KWDT-I Award which
clearly state; “The Srisailam
project being a hydro-elec-
tric project for generating
power without diverting
water to another watershed
does not involve consump-
tive use of water except for
evaporation loss.”

He said that neither
KRMB nor the Central gov-
ernment has the power to
reinterpret the provisions of
the KWDT-I, In a letter to
the Board Chairman MP
Singh, he stated that the allo-
cation of Krishna river water
was under the consideration
of KWDT-II. Till the
KWDT-II decides the allo-
cations, the KWDT-I Award
has to be followed in letter
and spirit for sharing Kr-
ishna river waters, he as-
serted. Therefore, the rule
curves in respect of Sri-
sailam reservoir has to re-
strict consumptive use by
AP to 34 TMC, which is the
maximum drawal that can
be permitted as per inter-
State agreement and Plan-

ning Commission approval.
Taking seven-year data
from 2014-15 onwards for
working out the average
utilisations is not only in vi-
olation of the Award but will
also serve to strengthen the
illegitimate  claims of
Andhra to transfer Krishna
watetrs to outside the basin
through Pothireddypadu
Head Regulator and Handri-
Neeva Sujala Sravanth, Rajat
Kumar pointed out.
Further, it was necessary
to have an integrated rule
curve for both NSP and Sri-
sailam hydro-electric proj-
ect, as NSP does not have
any catchment area of its
ownand itis acritical source
of agriculture, industrial and
drinking water require-
ments for both the States.
“The major source of
water for NSP is the release
from Srisailam reservoir. I,
therefore, request you to
make necessary corrections
in the rule curves/operating
procedures duly incorporat-
ing the provisions of
KWDT-I Award,” he said.



PTI
DEHRADUN

Unien Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday con-
ducted an aerial survey of
Uttarakhand's rain-ravaged
areas to asses the damage
that the State government
has pegged at
Rs 7,000 crore.

Talking to reporters at the
Jollygrant airport here after
returning from the survey of
the affected areas in the Ku-
maon region, Shah said that
the alertness of the Central
and State government agen-
cies helped contain the dam-
age. Relief and rescue oper-
ations continued in the
worst-hit Kumaon region
amid efforts to restore con-
nectivity and evacuate peo-
ple from vulnerable areas.

Earlier, Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami said
that three days of incessant
rains in the State have
caused damages worth
Rs 7,000 crore,

Restoring the network of
damaged roads and bridges
at the earliest and evacuat-
ing people to safety is the
priority at the moment, he
said.

"A heavy rain alert was is-
sued well in advance that
helped take the required
precautionary steps like
halting the Chardham Yatra,
The damage could have
been more if it was not done,
Timely mobilisation of
search and rescue teams and
arrival of TAF helicopters to
assist in rescue operations
helped minimise the poten-
tial damage,"” Shah said.
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Uttarakhand pegs
damage at Rs 7,000 crore

Home Minister Amit Shah conducts aerial survey of rain-hit areas

Union Home Minister Amit Shah speaks to media regarding the rain-affected areas of Uttarakhand.
in Dehradun, on Thursday. — Photo: ANI

Heavy rains in Kerala; Orange alert for 8 districts

THIRUVANANTHAPU-
RAM: After a brief lull,
heavy rainfall, accompa-
nied by thunderstorms
and lightning, lashed sev-
eral parts of Kerala as the
weathermen issued an Or-
ange alert for eight dis-
tricts of the State indicat-
ing very heavy showers.
The IMD put the districts-

Char Dham Yatra
resumes

The Char Dham Yatra,
which was temporarily sus-
pended due to incessant
rains in Uttarakhand, re-
sumed in Kedarnath, Gan-
gotti and Yamunotri after

Pathanamthitta, Kot-
tayam, Idukki, Palakkad,
Malappuram, Kozhikode,
Wayanad and Kannur- on
Orange alert. A ‘Yellow
alert’, predicting isolated
heavy rainfall, was issued
for Thiruvananthapuram,
Kollam, Alappuzha, Er-
nakulam, Thrissur and
Kasaragod districts for the

the rains stopped on Thurs-
day. Howevet, roadways in
Badrinath are still blocked
and will be reopened after
the weather clears. Devo-
tees are leaving for the pil-
grimage from Haridwar and
Rishikesh in public and pri-

day. A Red alert indicates
heavy to extremely heavy
rains of over 20 cmin 24
hours, while Orange alert
denotes very heavy rains
from 6 cm to 20 cm of
rains. A yellow alert means
heavy rainfall between 6
to 11 cm. “Southwest mon-
soon has been active over
Kerala,” IMD said. r1i

vate vehicles. According to
the Uttarakhand Char Dham
Devasthanam Management
Board, the helicopter serv-
ice in Kedarnath, Gangotri
and Yamunotri will resume
in Joshimath and Pipalkoti
soon,



SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD

The Telangana government
has raised objections to the
rule curves and operation
protocols related to Srisai-
lam reservoir furnished by
the Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB) as part
of implementing the pur-
view and observed that they
are in violation of the Bacha-
wat  Tribunal  Award
(KWDT-I).

In a letter addressed to
Chairman of the river board
M.P. Singh on Thursday, Spe-
cial Chief Secretary (Irriga-
tion) of Telangana Dr. Rajat
Kumar suggested the KRMB
to review the protocols and
make necessary corrections
in tune with the Bachawat
Award since neither the
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KRMB's operation protocols for
Srisailam in violation of KWDT-L: TS

Writes to river board seeking corrections in rule curves, integrated protocols

Centre (Ministry of Jal Shak-
t) nor the river board
(KRMB) have powers to rein-
terpret the award and its
provisions.

Stating that the Telangana
government has constituted
an expert committee to stu-
dy the proposals of KRMB on
the implementation of MoJS
notification dated July 15,
2021, Mr. Rajat Kumar said
the committee had met on
Wednesday (October 20) and
examined the rule curves
and operation protocols re-
lated to Srisailam reservoir.

“The committee members
unanimously felt that the en-
tire methodology considered
in developing the rule curves
is erroneous as it does not
comply with the provisions
of KWDT-L," the Special Chief

Secretary said. Drawing the
KRMB Chairman’s attention
to Page No.104 of KWDTI
award, accorcing to which
“the Srisailam Project being
a hydro-electric project for
generating power without di-
verting water to another wa-
tershed does not involve
consumptive use of water ex-
cept for evaporation loss,” he
noted.

Neither KRMB nor the
Centre (Mo]S) has the power
to alter the provisions of the
Bachawat Award, Mr. Rajat
Kumar said adding that the
allocation of Krishna river
water is under the considera-
tion of Brijesh Kumar Tribu-
nal (KWDT-II).

“Till the KWDT-II decides
the allocaticns, KWDT-I
award has to be followed in

letter and spirit for sharing
Krishna waters among the ri-
parian States,” he asserted.
The rule curves in respect
of Srisailam reservoir have to
restrict the consumptive use
of water by Andhra Pradesh
to 34 tmeft, the maximum
drawals that can be permit-
ted as per the Inter-State
Agreement and the Planning
Commission approval, Mr.
Rajat Kumar wrote to KRMB.
Further, he pointed out that
taking seven years data from
2014-15 onwards for working
out the average utilisations
was not only a violation of
the KWDTI award, but
would also strengthen the il-
legitimate claims of AP for
transterring Krishna waters
to outside the basin areas
through  Pothireddypadu

Head Regulator and Handri-
Neeva Sujala  Sravanthi
(HNSS).

The Special Chief Secre-
tary of Telangana stressed
the need for an integrated
rule curve both for Srisailam
and Nagarjunasagar projects
as the latter does not have
any catchment area of its
own and it is a critical source
for agricultural, industrial
and drinking water needs of
both the States and major
source of water for the Na-
garjunasagar project is the
release of water from the Sri-
sailam project.

It is also necessary to
make provision for carry-ov-
er storage in the rule curves
for both the reservoirs since
it is the mandate of the
KWDT- award.
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Rain-hit Ukhand
pegs damage
at 7000 crore

Dehradun, Oct. 21:
Union home minister
Amit Shah on Thursday
conducted an aerial sur-
vey of rain-ravaged areas
of Uttarakhand to asses
the damage which the
state government has
pegged at 7,000 crore.

Talking to reporters at
the Jollygrant airport
here after returning from
the survey of affected
areas in Kumaon region,
Shah said that alertness
of the Central and state
government agencies had
helped contain the dam-
age,

Relief and rescue opera-
tions continued in the
worst-hit Kumaon region
amid efforts to restore
connectivity and evacu-
ate people from vulnera-
ble areas.

Earlier, Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami
said three davs of inces-
sant rains in the state
have caused damages
worth 27,000 crore.
Restoring the network of
damaged roads and
bridges at the earliest and
evacuating people to safe-
ty is the priority at the
moment, he said.

“A heavy rain alert was
issued well in advance

which helped take
required precautionary
steps like halting the

Chardham Yatra. The
damage could have been
more if it was not done.
Timely mobilisation of
search and rescue teams,
and arrival of IAF heli-
copters to assist in rescue
operations helped min-
imise the potential dam-
age,” Shah said.

“64 unfortunate rain-
related deaths have been
reported in the state,
while more than 11 people
are still missing,” he said.

According to state
authorities, the death toll

© SHAH DIDN'T anno-
unce any immediate
relief package saying a
detailed estimate of the
losses needs to

be prepared first.

due to rain-related inci-
dents in the state
increased to 34, with 19
people injured and five
still missing. Nainital dis-
trict has reported the
maximum number of 28
deaths.

The Union minister did
not announce any imme-
diate relief package for
Uttarakhand due to the
devastation caused by
incessant rains, sayving a
detailed estimate of the
losses needs to be pre-
pared first,

Shah said that an
amount of 2250 crore was
sent to the state nearly a
month ago considering its
vulnerability to natural
disasters and it can take
care of the relief and res-
cue measures currently
underway,

The Centre is with the
state government and it
will give all support to
Uttarakhand in its reha-
bilitation efforts, Shah
said.

He said all blocked
roads in the affected
areas have been cleared,
except three which suf-
fered nearly 25 metre-
wide breaches, and added
that 3,500 people have
been rescued so far.

Big breaches may take
more time to repair, the
Union minister said.

80 per cent telephone
connectivity has been
restored and availability
of 60 per cent electricity
ensured so far in the
affected areas, he said,
adding the remaining
shortage will also be
removed soon. — PTI

Union home minister Amit Shah conducts an aerial sur-
vey of flood and landslide affected areas of
Uttarakhand following heavy rains on Thursday. — PTI
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‘India received 41% excess
rainfall from October 1-21°

IMD says Uttarakhand recorded five times higher rain

MUMBALI: India received 41
per cent more rainfall than nor
mal from October 1-21 with
Uttarakhand alone recording
more than five times its normal
precipitation, IMD data showed
on Thursday.

Providing a numerical per-
spective to the unusually heavy
rains ravaging several parts of
the country, particularly the
hill state of Uttarakhand in the
north and coastal Kerala in the
south, the India Meteorological
Department said the country
received 84.8 mm against the
normal 60.2 mm this month.

Of the 694 districts in the
country, 45 per cent (311 dis-
tricts in 16 states and union
territories) recorded rainfall in
large excess and 14 per cent (96
districts in six states and UTs).

Uttarakhand, where rains
have claimed the lives of more
than 54 people, recorded 192.6
mm against the usual 35.3 mm
from October 1-20. The mon-
soon has wrought huge damage
in the state, triggering floods
and landslides that have blocked
highways and smaller, key roads.
Figures for the state were avail-
able till Wednesday, October 20.

Kerala received 445.1 mm
of rainfall until October 20 as
against the usual 303.4 mm.
More than 40 people have been
killed in Kerala, where videos of
a house being swallowed by a
swollen stream and landslides
give a sense of how brutal the
lashing was.

Heavy rains have also hit
Sikkim, sub-Himalayan West
Bengal and Uttar Pradesh, dis-
placing people and damaging
property.

Experts attribute the
extreme weather events to vari-
ous causes, including warming
of the seas, unabated develop-
ment and delayed withdrawal
of the monsoon.

Balaji Narsimhan, professor

- \ YiA ~
Indian Army jawans rescue villagers stranded in flood-water in

Tanakpur, Uttarakhand

at the Civil Engineering depart-
ment, [IT-Madras, said it was
undoubtedly an unusual Octo-
ber and pointed to infrastruc-
tural challenges and unabated
development .

Many of these extreme
weather events have taken place
earlier. But now places are more
densely populated which ampli-
fies the impact, Narasimhan,
who also studied the 2015 Chen-
nai floods, said.

In December 2015, Chennai
received its highest rain in 100
years in which more than 250
people were killed.

Discussing the situation in
Kerala, Narsimhan said the state
gets bountiful rainfall both dur-

ing the Southwest monsoon and

the Northeast monsoon but this
year has been different.

Explaining the heavy rain-
fall, IMD Director General Mru-
tunjay Mohapatra said October
saw the formation of two low
pressure areas (cyclonic circu-
lations that bring in rainfall and
strong winds).

In  Uttarakhand, he
explained, the interaction
between western disturbance
and the low pressure area
resulted in heavy rains this
week.

The western disturbance
over north India is a phenom-
enon typically observed in non-
MONS00N Seasons.

The interaction of cold
winds of western disturbance

and the warm winds of the low
pressure area bring in thun-
derstorms and heavy rainfall,
Mohapatra said, adding that
such interaction had taken
place during the deadly deluge
in Uttarakhand in 2013 in which
hundreds of people were killed.

M Rajeevan, former Min-
istry of Earth Sciences secre-
tary who has been studying the
Southwest monsoon for more
than three decades, said there
is a delayed withdrawal of the
monsoon.

Since the retreat has been
late over the last few years, the
IMD in 2020 had revised the
withdrawal date from north-
west India.

This year, the withdrawal of
the Southwest monsoon from
northwest India commenced
on October 6, the second-most
delayed withdrawal since 1975.
In 2019, it had started on Octo-
ber 9.

The IMD said its complete
withdrawal from the country is
expected around October 26.

More importantly, the active
conditions of Southwest mon-
soon which began in Septem-
ber have still not ended. Usually,
such an active phase does not
last for a month, but this time
it has, Rajeevan said.

Warming of seas around
India is another factor, Raje-
evan pointed out.

He said the warming of the
Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea
helps in forming a cyclonic cir-
culation. This vear, it is aided
by La Nina conditions the phe-
nomenon is associated with the
cooling of the Pacific waters and
usually results in good rainfall
activity and some remnants of
cyclonic circulation from the
Pacific Ocean.

Once these remnants enter
the Bay of Bengal, the warm
water aids in formation of
cyclonic circulations.  AGENCIES
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