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Back to square one

Controversy over the water level in the
Mullaperiyar dam has erupted yet again

T. RAMAKRISHNAN

The Mullaperivar dam, which has
been a cause of bickering between
Tamil Nadu and Kerala for decades,
is again in the limelight with two de-
velopments kicking up a storm. One
is the circumstances under which the
release of excess water through two
spillway gates began on October 29
and the second is the Kerala govern-
ment’s decision to retract the permis-
sion it had earlier granted to Tamil
Nadu to fell 15 trees.

Concerns
The 126-year-old Mulla-
periyar dam, in the
Idukki district of Kerala, is
an outcome of the 1886
lease agreement between the
then Travancore princely
state and the British govern-
ment. It diverts the west-
flowing rivers to the east through a
tunnel in order to irrigate about
58,650 hectares in the dry southern
districts of Tamil Nadu, which owns,
operates and maintains the dam.
Concerns over the safety of the
dam were first raised in 1979, leading
to the Centre’s intervention. In No-
vember that year, the dam’s water le-
vel was lowered to 136 feet from its
full level of 152 ft. Since the
mid-1990s, Tamil Nadu has been de-
manding the restoration of the water
level on the ground that it had com-
pleted most of the strengthening
work. The Supreme Court, in Febru-
ary 2006, allowed water to be stored
up to 142 ft and asked Tamil Nadu to
carry out the balance work. When
Kerala enacted a law in March 2006
against raising the water level beyond
136 ft, the matter again went to the
Supreme Court, which, in May 2014,
reiterated its previous ruling and
held the Kerala law unconstitutional.
This time, the Court relied on a num-
ber of studies undertaken by diffe-
rent agencies such as the Central Wa-
ter and Power Research Station and
the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre.
Between July 2014 and March
2018, the Centre, in response to the
Court’s orders, formed two commit-
tees: a Supervisory Committee for in-
specting the dam periodically, keep-
ing a close watch on its safety and

Tamil Nadu

recommending measures; and a sub-
committee under the National Disas-
ter Management Authority for moni-
toring the measures to ensure high
level of preparedness to face any dis-
aster in relation to the dam.

Recent developments
But the controversies did not die
down. A month ago, during the tor-
rential rains and landslides in Kerala,
the safety of the dam again
became a matter of con-
cern. It was under these
circumstances that the ex-
cess water was released
from the dam through the
spillway gates. The presence
of Kerala Ministers Roshy Au-
gustine and K. Rajan during
the water release inauguration
was viewed by the AIADMK and
sec- tions of farmers of the Vaigai ba-

sin as unacceptable.

Even as the AIADMK planned to
hold demonstrations on November 9
and Water Resources Minister Durai
Murugan fiercely refuted the
AIADMK coordinator O. Panneersel-
vam’s criticism of the DMK regime’s
approach came the news that Kera-
la’s chief wildlife warden Bennichan
Thomas had given his nod for cutting
15 trees as a prerequisite to take up
the remaining work. Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M.K. Stalin swiftly
thanked his Kerala counterpart Pina-
rayi Vijayan for the clearance. But
this was short-lived relief for Tamil
Nadu as the Kerala government on
November 7 decided to freeze the
clearance. Kerala's Forest Minister
A.K. Saseendran later told the As-
sembly that the development had
caught the government unawares.
Mr. Thomas has since been placed
under suspension.

On November 13, when the Su-
preme Court heard the case, Tamil
Nadu, in its written reply to issues
raised by Kerala, informed the Court
of the developments. There is a talk
in certain quarters that the Chief Mi-
nisters of the two States may meet
soon. It remains to be seen whether
the leaders will come up with any so-
lution to the dispute over the water
level in the dam.
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Abundant rainfall this month
has brought heavy flow in
Cooum river and also filled
check dams across its unpol-
luted portion. Considerable
flow in the river has also
helped flush out stagnant
sewage in the urban stretch-
es.

Officials of the Water Re-
sources Department (WRD)
said surplus water from Ko-
sasthalaiyar river was trans-
ferred to the Cooum through
alink canal running from the
Poondi reservoir, This gener-
ated a flow in the river, most
of whose stretches were oth-
erwise dry till early this
month. Floodwater from the
Kesavaram  anicut  and
Cooum tank augmented the
flow.

The recently-renovated
Korattur anicut, which was a
British-era storage structure
built with regulator arrange-
ments, has become full and
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Heavy rain fills check dams across Cooum

A minimum of 130 million cubic feet of water is being stored in five check dams

Almost brimming: Water level at Chembarambakkam now stands at 22 feet against the full
reservoir level of 24 feet. «s.veLankanni nas

is surplusing since Sunday.
Five check dams across the
river, including in Pudumavi-
langai and Putlur, are now
full, and a minimum of 130
million cubic feet (mcft) of
water has been stored so far.

The river would have car-
ried about 2,000 cubic feet
per second (cusecs) out of its
capacity of 25,000 cusecs in

its suburban portion, There
will be inflow in the check
dams at least till February.

Cleansing flow
This would ensure ground-
water recharge in at least 50
villages along its course and
help in irrigation, officials
said.

Moreover, it diluted the

stagnant sewage and cleaned
the river in some parts of
Putlur and downstream of
Thiruverkadu up to city li-
mits.

Officials noted that once
the proposal to build anoth-
er check dam across the riv-
er at Sorancheri is imple-
mented, additional
floodwater can be stored in

the Cooum. Meanwhile, dis-
charge from three city reser-
voirs, including Chemba-
rambakkam, was increased
again on Tuesday. Officials
said the amount released
had increased as the water
levels had reached close to
full, and in anticipation of
more inflow because of a
heavy rain forecast.

About 1,000 cusecs were
let out from the Red Hills and
Chembarambakkam reser-
voirs on Tuesday.

Water level at Chemba-
rambakkam now stands at 22
feet against its full capacity
of 24 ft. Moreover, surplus
water released into the Ko-
sasthalaiyar from the Poondi
reservoir has also been in-
creased from 6,000 cusecs
to 7,000 cusecs as its level is
one feet lower than its capac-
ity of 35 ft.

The fifth reservoir created
at Thervoy Kandigai Kannan-
kottai is also full this mon-
S00N.
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DMK, AIADMK wont permit
new dam at Mullaperiyar’

Efforts will be made to construct dam at Rasimanal: Minister

STAFF REPORTER
SALEM/DHARMAPURI

Neither the DMK nor the
AIADMK will permit the con-
struction of a new dam at
Mullaperiyar, Minister for
Water Resources Duraimu-
rugan said in Salem on
Tuesday.

Mr. Duraimurugan told
reporters that despite talks,
the Kerala Government con-
tinued to oppose measures
to strengthen the Mullaperi-
yar dam. In 1979, chairper-
son of the Central Water
Commission K.C. Thomas
had visited the dam, after re-
ports said the structure was
weak. Mr. Thomas had said
that it was strong and that
there was no need for fear.

However, authorities
were asked to visit Thiruva-
nanthapuram, and the next
day, the water level was
asked to be maintained at
136 feet. Authorities were gi-
ven three technical advices
-~ immediate, short-term
and long-term — to streng-
then the dam.

Duraimurugan

Mr. Duraimurugan said
the reduction in the storage
level could not have been
possible without the consent
of the then Chief Minister,
M.G. Ramachandran. Minis-
ters concerned had not
signed on the file, he said.

He added that two of the
dam strengthening works
were completed during his
tenure as PWD Minister in
1989. Despite this, Kerala
had refused to increase the
water level then. He added
that neither the DMK nor the
ATADMK would permit the
construction of a new dam
at Mullaperiyar.

Mr. Duraimurugan, along
with Department Secretary
Sandeep Saxena, Collector
S. Karmegham, senior offi-
cials, legislators and an MP,
visited the Mettur dam pre-
mises, and interacted with
officials on the release of sur-
plus water from the dam.
The Minister also launched
the Mettur Surplus Water
Scheme, and switched on
the motors at the Thippam-
patti lift irrigation pump
house. .

Dam at Rasimanal

Efforts will be made to con-
struct a dam at Rasimanal,
across the Cauvery in Hoge-
nakkal, once “issues” sur-
rounding the project are re-
solved, he said later in the
day at Hogenakkal.

On Karnataka’s claims of a
favourable judgment from
the Supreme Court on a peti-
tion filed by Tamil Nadu,
seeking a halt to the dam
project at Mekadatu, he said
it was natural for every party
to presume victory.
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[ Cloudy Skies ]

Light showers forecast for city

Owing to low pressure area in Bay of Bengal, some districts could also receive rainfall in next two days
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Hyderabad is likely to experience moderate showers for the next three days, according to the data recorded by TS Development Planning Society. — Photo: Anand Dharmana

Statewide Rainfall

CITY BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Hyderabad might receive
light to moderate showers
for the next three days, due
to a low pressure in the
southeastern Bay of Bengal,
The low pressure area is
likely to reach the southern
coast of Andhra Pradesh on
November 18,

On Tuesday, a few areas
in the city including Bowen-
pally, Secunderabad,
Khairatabad and Banjara
Hills received light drizzle
in the morning, and the min-

Venkapalli, Karimnagar
Bhimavaram, Jogulamba Gadwal
Velgonda, Wanaparthy
Waddepally, Jogulamba Gadwal

Pullemla, Nalgonda

imum temperature
recorded was 22.9 degree
Celsius. Kukatpally re-

ceived the highest rainfall of
11.8 mm. However, the city

Kukatpally

enjoyed a breezy and sunny
afternoon.

According to the data
recorded at various Auto-
matic Weather Stations

(AWS) by Telangana State
Development Planning So-
ciety (T'SDPS), most parts
of Hyderabad might receive
rainfall up to 2.5 mm on
‘Wednesday and Thursday.
The maximum temperature
in the city is likely to be be-
tween 30 degree Celsius to
32 degree Celsius, whereas
the minimum temperature
will be in the range of 21 to
23 degree Celsius.

As per India Meteorolog-
ical Department, Hyder-
abad (IMD-H), the city will
enjoy a cloudy sky for the
rest of the week. Mean-

while, many districts, such
as Jogulamba Gadwal,
‘Wanaparthy, Suryapet, Nal-
gonda and Nagarkurnool re-
ceived light to moderate
rainfall  on  Tuesday.
Venkepalli in Karimnagar
received the highest rainfall
of 313 mm,

Due to the low pressure
in the Bay of Bengal, it is
likely that districts, includ-
ing Yadadri Bhongir, Nalgo-
nda, Suryapet, Wanaparthy,
Rangareddy, Sangareddy
and Karimnagar could re-
ceive more rainfall during
the next couple of days.
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