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Dam that became sorrow of many

KADAPA

The Annamayya preject on
Cheyyeru river has turned
out to be the sorrow of many
a village in Rajampet As-
sembly constituency in
Kadapa district of Andhra
Pradesh. Togutrupeta, Man-
dapalli, Pulapathur and
Gundlur presented a picture
of haunted villages in the
wake of the devastation.
The flash flood caused
due to a breach of the pro-
ject’s earthen bund caught
at least 18 people in a watery
grave and left many others
missing in these villages. A
sudden gush of about two
lakh cusecs of fleodwater on
Friday, with the level reach-

Vast swathes of land under water in Kadapa district of AP.

ing up to 10 feet height,
caught the villagers un-
awares and scampering for
their lives. Tens of houses in

these villages downstream
the project were reduced to
rubble. The villagers liter-
ally lost everything, except

the clothes on their persen.
Agricultural crops in hun-
dreds of acres stood de-
stroyed. Tens of cattle
heads were washed away.
Nothing of the household
items was left as the deluge
gulped them.

“It all happened in a flash.
Thete was no warning what-
soever about the impending
disaster and we were left to
face the fury. Now, our lives
are in total ruin,” the sob-
bing villagers of Togurupeta
and Mandapalli said.

In Pulapathur village, 12
people were swept away in
the swirling flood in
Cheyyeru, nine in Manda-
palli and five in Gundlur. So
far, only 18 bodies have been

recovered, with no trace of
the rest. Annamayya is a
medium irrigation project
witha gross capacity of only
2.24 tmc ft on Cheyyeru, a
tributary of Penna river, in
Rajampet constituency. It
caters to an ayacut of 22,500
acres, besides fulfilling the
drinking watet needs of 140
habitations,

“It was nothing but gross
mismanagement on the part
of the administration. Didn’t
they know about the flood
when there was such heavy
rain? Why were we not even
alerted about the coming
danger before it destroyed
us?” angry villagers of Man-
dapalli and Togurupeta
questioned. emi
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HUNDREDS OF VEHICLES AND PASSENGERS STRANDED

Floods bring Andhra to its
knees, death toll climbs to 31

OUR CORRESPONDENT

AMARAVATI: In Andhra
Pradesh, hundreds of vehicles
and passengers were stranded,
traffic was either closed or
suspended in arterial high-
ways and over 100 trains can-
celled snapping rail-road link
between southern and other
parts of the country as the
Penna river in spate caused
heavy destruction on Sunday.
Toll in rain-related inci-
dents in different districts of
Andhra Pradesh touched 31
as more bodies were retrieved
from the flooded streams.
The Chennai-Kolk-
ata National Highway-16
remained cut off for traffic
between Nellore and Vijay-
awada in Andhra Pradesh
as was the Chennai grand
trunk rail route severing the
all important link between
the southern and eastern and
northern parts of the country.
The South Central Rail-
way informed that more than
a 100 express trains were can-
celled because of the damage
caused to the rail track at Padu-
gupadu near Nellore and 29
more diverted via other routes,
In Kadapa district alone, at

least 18 people were dead, crops
on hundreds of acres destroyed,
heads of cattle washed away
and tens of houses in villages
were reduced to rubble as flash
floods due to a breach of the
Annamayya project’s earthen
bund on Cheyyeru river caused
havoc.

In Kadapa city, a mother
and child, who were trapped on
the second floor of a building
were rescued in the nick of time
by police and fire services per-
sonnel, just before the three-
storied building folded like a
pack of cards in the wee hours.
Floodwater gushing out from
the Veligallu reservoir led to
the collapse of a bridge on river
Papagni cutting off road link
between Kadapa and Ananta-
puramu districts.

As floods caused devas-
tation, the Chennai-Kolkata
National Highway-16 had to
be closed down for traffic in
SPS Nellore district following
a heavy breach at Padugupadu.

The State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority said more than
two lakh cusecs of floodwater
flowed out of the Somasila res-
ervoir in SPS Nellore district,
leading to the deluge. This
caused breach of the National

Andhra Pradesh

Residents wade through o flood-affected area in Nellore district of

Highway-16 at Kovuru as well.

Consequently, traffic on
the NH-16 between Nellore
and Vijayawada has been sus-
pended, leaving hundreds of
vehicles stranded for kilome-
ters on either side.

Hundreds of passengers
were stuck in the Nellore RTC
bus station as bus services were
disrupted.

Vehicular traffic coming
from Srikalahasti has been
stopped at Tottembedu check
post and diverted via Pamuru
and Darsi, officials said.

Togurupeta, Mandapalli,
Pulapathur and Gundlur pre-

sented a picture of haunted
villages in the wake of the dev-
astation due to the breach vis-
a-vis the Annamayya project’s
earthen bund.

Annamayya is a medium
irrigation project with a gross
capacity of only 2.24 tmc ft on
Cheyyeru, a tributary of Penna
river, in Rajampcl constituency.
It caters to an ayacut of 22,500
acres, besides fulfilling the
drinking water needs of 140
habitations.

The Pincha  project
upstream breached, letting out
all floodwater into Annamayya
while water from Seshachalam

too came gushing in because of
very heavy rainfall, resulting in
an overall discharge of over two
lakh cusecs.

That pushed Cheyyeru
river into spate, inundating at
least 10 villages downstream in
Rajampet and Nandaluru man-
dals, and leaving widespread
destruction in its wake.

Meanwhile, the Chittoor
district administration in
Andhra Pradesh on Sunday
evening issued public warn-
ings asking people of 16 vil-
lages to immediately vacate
as some minor openings were
developed on the tank bund in
the 500-year old massive water
tank called “Rayalacheruvu’ in
the Ramachandra Mandal.

Due to recent downpour,
the oldest colossal tank had
waters to its full capacity now
for the first time and started
developing minor breaches,
officials said.

Special Officer PS Prady-
umna, Chittoor district Collec-
tor M Harinarayanan, Tirupati
Superintendent of Police Ch
Venkata Appala Naidu along
with revenue and irrigation
officials visited the tank and
efforts were being taken to
avert any danger.



SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
CHENNAIT

The Union Government's
team, deputed for an on-the-
spot assessment of the rain
damage in Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry, arrived in Chen-
nai on Sunday and held dis-
cussions with senior officials.

The team will visit 12 af-
fected districts in Tamil Nadu
and the Union Territory this
week.

The seven-member team
is led by Joint Secretary in
the Union Home Ministry Ra-
jiv Sharma. The other mem-
bers are Consultant in the

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Hindu- 22- November-2021

Central team in Chennai to assess damage

It will visit 12 rain-affected areas in Tamil Nadu and Puducherry this week

Union Ministry of Finance
R.B. Kaul; Director in the De-
partment of Agriculture Vi-
jay Rajmohan; Assistant Di-
rector in the Union Ministry
of Power Bhavya Pandey; Un-
der-Secretary in the Union
Ministry of Rural Develop-
ment M.V.N. Varaprasad; Di-
rector in the Union Ministry
of Water Resources R. Than-
gamani; and Regional Direc-
tor in the Union Ministry of
Road Transport Rananjay
Singh.

On Sunday evening, the
team held discussions with
Chief Secretary V. Irai Anbu,

Commissioner of Revenue
Administration K. Phanindra
Reddy, Revenue Secretary
Kumar Jayant and senior offi-
cials at the Secretariat.

Meeting with GCC chief
It also met Greater Chennai
Corporation Commissioner
Gagandeep Singh Bedi in the
Ripon Building.

Four of the seven mem-
bers, led by Mr. Rajiv Shar-
ma, will visit the flood-affect-
ed areas in Chennai,
Chengalpattu and Kancheep-
uram districts on the fore-
noon of Monday before pro-

ceeding to Puducherry in the
afternoon. On November 23,
the team is expected to visit
the affected areas in Cudda-
lore and Mayiladuthurai dis-
tricts in the forenoon and Na-

gapattinam, Tiruvarur,
Thanjavur and Tiruchi in the
afternoon.

The three other members
will fly to Thoothukudi on
Monday morning and then
proceed to Kanniyakumari
by road. On Tuesday, it will
return to Chennai and pro-
ceed to Vellore and Ranipet.
Both the teams will return to
Chennai by Tuesday evening.
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Mullaperiyar dam’s 999-yr
lease a mystery to experts!

150-yr-old lease
for 999 years a
scam, Maharaja
forced to sign
deal: Historians

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN m KOCHI

Nearly 150 years after the
signing of the agreement
between the then princely State
of Travancore and the Madras
Presidency to build the
Mullaperiyar dam, a contro-
versy has erupted over the ten-
ancy and lease terms. Legal

experts and historians have
expressed reservations and
doubts over the 999-year-long
lease agreement signed on
October 29, 1886 between the

British-ruled Madras
Presidency and the State of
Travancore.

“There is a major scam

behind the drafting and sign-
ing of the Mullaperiyar dam
agreement,” P Sujathan, a sea-
soned scribe-turned-historian
told The Pioneer. There are no
lease and tenancy agreements
anywhere in the world that
hold valid for 999 years.

Continued on Page 2

Mullaperiyar dam’s 999-yr lease a...

From Page 1

“The Mullaperiyar agreement is
for 999 years and this itse%fis shroud-
ed in mystery and secrecy. The then
Maharaja is on record telling his
Diwan that he was forced to sign the
dotted line with his own blood,” said
Sujathan, who studied the compre-
hensive history of the Mullaperiyar
dam.

Thiruvanchur Radhakrishnan,
former Kerala Minister for Water
Resources and Forests, who had led
the State in many of the discussions
held with his Tamil Nadu counter-
parts, said that then Maharaja Sree
Mulam Thirunal Rama Varma was
forced to sign the agreement at gun-
point by the British rulers.

“The signatory for Travancore
was KKV Rama Aiyangar who would
have hoodwinked the Maharaja by
tampering the figure of 99 years with
999 years. You should understand
that Aiyangar was from Madras and
it was natural that his loyalty was
more towards his native State,” said
Sujathan.

John Peruvanthanam, environ-
mentalist who has dedicated his life
to be with the people staying on the
banks of Periyar, too, has his own
doubts over tl)-ne authenticity of the
agreement. “Nowhere in the world
have we come across any such agree-
ment. There are many missing links
in  this agreement. EMS
Namoodirippad and VR Krishna
Iyer were from outside Travancore.
Their loyalty was elsewhere,” said
John. Both Namboodirippad and
Iyer were from British Malabar which
was part of Madras Presidency.

The dam which was constructed
with a mixture of surky and lime has
outlived its utility and it should have
been decommissioned long back,
according to Sujathan and John.
Even KT Thomas, a highly respect-
ed former judge of the Supreme
Court, who is highly critical of per-
sons skeptical about the safety of
Mullaperiyar dam, too expressed his
apprehensions. “The water level
should be brought to a safe level, may
be 130 ft or even less. This dam is not

going to stay safe for another 100
years. In the eventuality of the burst-
ing of the dam, it is the population
of Kerala that is going to be affected,”
said Thomas. He said that the 2018
deluge in Kerala as a result of the
opening of the Idukki reservoir was
just a warning signal,” he said.

Tamil Nadu would lose nothing
if the Mullaperiyar dam caves in, but
it is Kerala which would literally dis-
appear from the face of the earth, said
John. The cost of construction of the
dam which was built in Kerala’s ter-
ritory was borne by the Government
of Travancore. “More than 8,500
acres of reserve forest was slaughtered
to build the dam and the entire woods
were exported to Britain from the
ports of Madras and Thoothukudi,”
said Sujathan,

Radhakrishnan and John said the
only option to save Kerala from a
“water bomb” that is ticking live is to
bring down the water level below the
130 feet and dig a tunnel through
which Tamil Nadu could draw water
as per its requirement.



T - e o 2 e - o1 i
TV 35 W 2 et e o et

e o e

T T R TS A
S 41 T % W 7 €1 O A
A ¥ S VTR 4 5 O
19 % 4 9 fen 4 et 15 W 9
R - T O 1 9
5 1 e
B o a) 1 a6 e
i 5 3 0 31 75 e
mrrm?fqﬁmquwﬁm
e i # & O e
T F 5 aﬂf—m%iﬁ
0 T A, 5 W 70 & 6 §
AT gl

T ST A FA L A9
U 7 75 A T e
AT e Y ) S T
| 3 A T A

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Haribhoomi- 22- November-2021

19 g S v 4 S @ e A o

& 1634 e it e o O )

D

T L e

a3 902 TR g T &, A I
§-53 [Flerd e 7 0 TG A e

A 1 10, 6zmﬁa%wmhmmaﬁwezmmﬁrﬁmﬁf&mm
g S 005 2 il el 0 s

Tt e o d s W oA i g e !
ST T b o ey | o e
maﬁmaﬁmﬂmm r: . S | amimmsee
ot § | Fealdmiddnsde i i i
(RS R megamndE | o
wnta R R b bkt I i
b gl wi i woRmpE R | T LR
B 3 O A e _wwrmgein § SEEEITRD
LT B 3 I R B Eaoticy oo o cabitaudiailiid ﬁgmaaﬂq‘ﬁ}
s wdamada R W maE R | Wmm
ByEb R Ry | RIS IRTEGEOE e ae Eﬂ E;JE’E;.T
b Aot | OISR SO OV IR, A Aaid | (o g o s
St b | CARR POWAIE WD seberakRy | O W
et e e 81 | R 0 R e o 1 2 B saRfRARy | MoERREd

kS

foe T

TR & e e o
958 o) T e 4 T A
A T R R R
| e 3 R e
447 fold 7 T o 7 A
s e
T Y £ 79 e 9 T
T & R T A
TS T A T T
foam W § W a1t A W
e - T 5 1
(GH) ¥R S Ve 8 3
T 1 8 A 8 5 e
o 5 e e, S e
i W o T § T A
AT A T F) 36,11 R
31 30 g A A o T
7 T 2, s 55 et
AR 3 T e A



