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A Central team assesses the damages caused by heavy

B\

rains and floods at Indukurpeta mandal in SPSR Nellore

district on Sunday.

Rain leaves Nellore
reeling under floods

DC CORRESPONDENT
NELLORE, NOV. 28

Adding to the grievances
caused by the recent rains,
heavy rainstorms lashed
several parts of SPSR
Nellore district during the
last 24 hours ending at 8.30
am on Sunday.

Buchireddypalem mandal
recorded the highest rain-
fall of 14.2 em followed by
10.5 em in Atmakur, 9.7 ¢cm
in Kodavalur and Sangam,
9.6 ¢cm in Vidavalur, 9.4 cm
in Nellore city 93 em in
Kovur mandal. With regard
to other mandals, Allur and
Naidupeta recorded above 8
cm rainfall while
Anantasagaram and
Indukurpeta recorded
above 7 cm. In other parts of
the district rain was
between 1 cm and 6 em. The
average rainfall in the dis-
trict was 5.6 cm.

Several mandals in
Prakasam also recorded

© BUCHIREDDYPALEM
MANDAL recorded the
highest rainfall of 14.2
cm followed by 10.5 cm
in Atmakur, 9.7 cm in
Kodavalur and Sangam,
9.6 cm in Vidavalur, 9.4
cm in Nellore city, 9.3 cm
in Kovur mandal.

rain with Chirala recording
5 cm, followed by 4.5 cm in
Vetapalem, 4.3 cm in
Singarayakonda, 3.7 ¢cm in
Ongole and 3.3 em in
Zarugumilli from 8.30 am to
4 pm. With heavy rains
forecast for the next four
days in south coastal
Andhra  Pradesh and
Chittoor district, the dis-
trict administration in
Nellore, Chittoor and
Prakasam districts alerted
the special officers to take
measures necessary to pro-
tect life and property in vul-
nerable areas.
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‘Environmental clearance for
Gouravelli lapsed in 2008

Three-member committee submits report to NGT

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD
The Joint Committee consti-
tuted by the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) found that
the construction of Goura-
velli reservoir in Akkanna-
pet mandal of Siddipet dis-
trict was not commenced till
2017 and validity of environ-
mental clearance lapsed in
2008, which was issued in
2003

Responding to the peti-
tions filed by oustees - Bad-
dam Raji Reddy and others,
the NGT constituted a three-
member Joint Committee
consisting of E. Arockia Le-
nin, Senior Scientist, Minis-
try of Environment, Forests
and Climate Change
(MoEF&CC), P. S. Kautilya,
member, Godavari River
Management Board (GRBM)
and M. Ramesh Kumar, Di-
rector, Central Water Com-
mission, Krishna Godavari
Bain Organisation (KGBO).
The committee submitted its
report on September 29.

“In case of Gouravelli re-
servoir, construction work

The Gudatipally village N
panchayat office. =moHD ArIF

has not been started till 2017,
according to Google Earth
images. The project propo-
nent would have obtained
renewal/fresh environmen-
tal clearance from MoEF&CC
as per condition number 8 of
environmental clearance let-
ter granted to this project
stating that Environment
Clearance was valid for five
years from the date of issue
of this letter for commence-
ment of construction work.
Therefore changing the
scope of project without ap-
proval of MoEF&CC attracts
violation of EIA notifica-
tion,” observed the
committee.

“Proponent did not sub-

mit any six- monthly com-
pliance report to Ministry
since grant of Environmen-
tal Clearance letter. Com-
pliance of specific condi-
tions of environmental
clearance issued to project
authority has not been com-
plied so far. Dumping of
overburden and stabilisa-
tion are not carried out pro-
perly. It has been found that
no fresh environmental im-
pact assessment study has
been done by the project
proponent for the expanded
project,” observed the Com-
mittee adding that due to en-
hancement of capacity, the
area of submergence will in-
crease from 769.25 hectares
to 1,566.89 hectares with an
increase in the partially sub-
merged villages to six from
two and number of project
displaced families increase
to 1,104 from 937.

The Joint Committee has
calculated the environmen-
tal compensation as ¥
2,05,31,250 based on the for-
mula of Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB).



ALDYSIUS YAVIER LOPEE
CHENNAI

Flooding in more than 700
Iocations of the cityand prot-
ests by residents in water-
Ingged areas have shifted the
ivic body's focus to water-
TV restoration projects.

The Cooum and Bucking:
ham Canal are expected to
be widened for carrying
more foodwater from v
rins parts of the city, A se-
ries of meetings with the War
ter Resources Department
and the Chennai Rivers Res:
toration Trust (CRRT) was
conducted by the Greater
(hennai Corporation recent:
Iy, focussing on flood mitiga
tion initiatives along Cooum,
Adyar, Kosasthalaiyar and
Buckingham Canal.

The Corparation has pro-
posed to create muliple out
lets along the Buckingham
Camal to drain excess flood:
water from the city. Several
drains have already been
linked to the canal under the
Jawaharlal Nehru National
Urban  Renewal Mission
(INNURM) and World Bank
fumds in the past e years.

Similar tothe Adyer Poon:
g, which has become a buff
¢r during floods in the are,
other proposals for restora-
tion will be modified, off:-
cials aid,

“Work on demarcation of
boundaries of the Bucking
ham Canal has started. The
work will be completed in a
few months,” said an official
of the Water Resources De-
partment, The final decision

on increasing the width of

the camal wil be taken only
by the government.

Corporation Commission-
e Gagandeep Singh Bedi
said under the river restora-
tion efforts, the civic body,
along with CRRT, is laying
the boundary walls and fenc-
ing off Cooum and Adyar riv-
449

“So far, there has been
progress in more than S0 of
the works in both rivers,” he
said

“The ~ Corporation  is
fasked with preventing gar-
bage from being dumped in
the rivers. It is an ongoing
process. That said, over the
course of the project, in the
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Aler thelatest spell of Hoods,focus shilts to waterway widening

Corpn. holds meetings with the WRD and Chennai Rivers Restoration Trust to discuss flood mitigation along Cooum, Adyar, Kosasthalaivar and Buckingham Canal

Sticky situation: Residents said 13 rows of houses along the Cooum river banks i
Arumbakkam were flooded on Sunday, «c. somiiRansLrica

Cooum, close to 90,000
tomnes of debris and over
15,000 tonnes of garbage
have been removed by the
Corparation. Likewise, in
Adyar, sofar, close to 50,000
tonnes of debris and a lttle
aver 6,000 tonnes of gar-
bage were cleared,” Mr. Bedi
added.

Alternative housing
Residents in flooded areas
such as Radhakrishnan Na-

g

CITY MATTERS

gar abong the Cooum organ
ised a protest last week, de
manding alternative
housing,

At least 000 families
along the Cooum and Adyar
are et o e given alternative
ousing,

V. Jayaraman, a resident of

Radhakrishnan Nagar, Arum
akkam, said his house had
beenflooded for the past few
days, and the water level
started rising on Sunday,

As the water i neckdeep
in houses near the river, resk
dents have vacated, leaving
ehind valuables.

“We have been given ac
commodation in a marriage
hall. But the space s inadeq:
tate for 600 families, We re-
quest alternative housing in

the city. We do not want
houses on the outskirts, " he
said, Residents said 13 rows
of houses along the Cooum
river banks in Arumbakkam
were flooded on Sunday.

B. Saranya, a resident,
said her neighbour gave
hirth to-a baby girl on Satur-
day during the floods,

“The mother and new-
born will have to be taken
from the hospital to the lood
telief centre again on Wed-

nesday, We are not sureif the
waters will recede by Wed-
nesday," she said. The Cor
poration has been providing
food for the residents. But a
fesr have demanded blan-
kets. 0f the 60 habitations
long the Cooum, more than
10 habitations have been re-
sisting resettlement to the
suburbs, demanding better
iouses in the ciry, near their
source of iveliood.
Officials of various line

agencies have been talking to
residents, explaining sbout
the inifiaives taken by the
State government to control
flooding and provide alterna:
five housing in the ity
Egmore MLA L Parantha:
man said he had held meet-
ings with officials to explore
the possibilty of providing
alterative housing within ci
ty limits in his constituency
for residents relocated from
waterways and footpaths.
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YAMUNA TREATMENT

The solution for Delhi government to clean the Yamuna is to mix engineering with the river's biology and forge
collaborative efforts between governments of the states which it courses through, reports Ankita Upadhyay

YER the past 30 years,
numercus attempis
hiave been made to clean
the Yamuna. Delhi gov.
crnment has yet again
launched a plan toclean
this tributary of the
Ganga to bathing standards by
February 20E6,

After ¥Yamuna Action Plan
(YAP)entered Phase 3 in 2012 and
has not borne any fruit since
then, the Arvind Kejriwal govern-
mem proposed a six-point action
E:n this time the primary forus

ing sewage treatment.

Ta rormu]ate the plan on
ground, the CM announeed
Yamunas Cleaning Cell (YCC) on
Movember 25 that will work tofal-
fil the six-point action plan. The
cell will ensure new sewer treat-
ment plants (STPs) and connec-
ths for slinin clusters are created
and increase capacity of the exist-
ing ones. Desilting and rehabilita:
tion sower systoms will also
be done. The Delil Jal Board
(DJBEY will also take over opera-
tions and maintenanee of Com-
maon Effluent Treatment Plants
(CETP:) o prevent industrial
waste from falling into the
Yamuna.

Troubled waters

The Yamuna flows throwgsh from
Palla to Badarpur — 54 Jom of Dal-
hi territory. However, the Z2-km
stretch betwesn Wazirabad and
Okhla - ess than 2 percentof the
lamith of the Piver T Yamunot-

o Adlahal , e 1370 Km - ac-
counts for about 76 per cent of the
total pollution in the river.

During the dry season that
spreads over nearly nine manths,
the river has no fresh water down
stream of Wazirahad, and the
only Now available is trested and
untreated sewage - both Aowing
through 22 drains that join the Ya.
muna in Delhi.

Delhi generales around T20
MGD (millicn gallons per day) of
sewage treated at 19 STPs having
a cumulatl.w treatment capaciiy
of 587 M river at present
nat onl)' receives large volumes
aof domstle sewags and industrl-

Al waste, but Also lacks the basic
supply of fresh water se mest of
the river water i diverted for var-
ious consumptive uses like drink.
jng aa:rlculturs and Industries at
kund barrage About
'rf rm n people depend on the
Yamuna as it accounts for over 70
per cent of Delhi’s water supply:

Druaring Chh uja last month,

river was veiled by o sl of
pollutants that laoked ke foam,
The white sheet slgnifies an eco-
logically dead river, primarily
due to the release of inadequately
treated water or untreated sew-
age from areas nol conmected Lo
the city’s sewerage network that
precipitates frothing. The toxins
hurt the river and citizens as
well Jyoti Yaday, who celebrated
Chhath in the river, says she fiell
ill the very next day “My skin
was burnlng for the whole day,
amd 1 had a high fever”

The wastewater inflow has
aggravared water quality prob-
lems, which has adversely afTect-
ed the biodiversity and aguatic
eoasystems A numberof projects
have beon launched to clean the
river but so far have not yielded

positive results.

P e firet YAP signed in 1952,
hiad aimmed for “the mprovenent
of water quality conservation in
the river, and a hygiens environ-
memt in the cities bn the river ba-
ain". However; the project has re-
mained in Phase 3 since 2012 As
per a study conducted by TERI
Sehool of Advanced Studles, YAP
could not see desired resalts
spite shelling out 6,000 crore,

Why past plans falled

Environmental activist Manoj
Mishra notes that all attemps to
elaan the Yamuna will continua to
be in vain as there 1s no Oow of
water in the river. As per a Memo-
randum of Understanding (Mol
between the basin stabtes of the
Yamuna, a minimum fow of 10
ma/s (volume of water Aowing
per second) is required through-
out the year for ecological purpos-
wg, Due 1o excessive drinking
winter, irrigation and industrial
demands, this minimum fow

would not be maintained,

The ecological Dow net Deing
maintained in the Yamuna is a
political issue which state govern-
mentz need to resolve with
Harvana and Uttarakhand, says
Mishra,

According to environmentalist
Vikrant Tongad, the poor imple-
mentation and wrong estimation
of t growing population has
heen A reasom behind the failad
attemps 1o clean the Yamuna.

“Hlegal construction and induas-
tries have increased to an extent
that the government has no ldea
The government heeds to ma
plans in syne with the growing il-
legal construction and industries
which are the prime source of
pollution in the Yamuna. For this,
the government must install more

MIHEI’HI ORY SEASON THAT
DS OVER NMIL\'NIHI
Iﬂ'l'HS.‘I'KllI\l’lﬂ HAS M
FRESH WATER mwnmm
OF WAZIRABAD, AND THE DMLY

DRAINS THAT JOIN THE
YAMUMNA IN DELHI

CETPs as the curront ones are not
encugh. The government is fiocus-
ing more on domestic sewage but
indusirial wastcwater is the pri-
mary reason behind the “desd”
Tamuna,” Tongad adeds.

Most of the times, he says, the
STPs do not discharge treated wa-
ter ag per parameters. To save
electricity, the norms are
hypassed and the water is not
traated correstly

Meanwhile, apart from the
domestic sewage, a lot of indus-
trial waste is being generated
from inside these 33 legal induos-
trial clusters in Delhi Out of this,
the wastewnter from only 17 in-
dustrial clusters goas to 13 CETPs.
Out of these 13, only six CETFs
comply witl elhi Pollution
Control Commities standards.

Undar the YOO, drains that da

mat direct wastewatar o CETE
wlild be tapped in the sewer line
at different places and sent to
CETP to be cleaned. The govern.
ment also announced that the
WEB will take over the operations
and maintenanee of CETPs to
prevent industrial waste from
falling into the Yamuna,
er announcing the plan,

Kejriwal added that all industrial
waste will be diverted to CETPs,
and any industry that fails to
eomply with this will shut.

nvironmentalist Manoj
Mishra says that the river does
Ok WA bend waler from sew-
age or irdustrial effleent. "In the
lackdowns, whan the factories
were shut and no industrisl waste
was discl into the river, it
automasically cleansed |hu-ll‘
mobes Mishra.

Mishia. who 16 a member of
Yamuna.Jiye Abhivan, contends
that whether it is the YAP or YCC,
the formation of TP and CETPs
are a part of the urbanisation
process which every government
doas, The challenge bafore the
@overtiment lies in the fact that it
meeds to understand the bislogi-
eal aspeet of itand foows more on
wetlands along the Noodplain of
W A Fiver

Environmentalist Dr Faivaz
Khudsar says that the river doos
ot ondy nead an engineering but
alsu a blological understanding.

“We havs to see the river in total
ity Bothblological and engineer-
ing fnputs need to be sonsidered
mot just 5TPs. hurver o see how
many flondplain wetlands can ba
restorel. During floods, the
Yamuna Noodplain weitlands will
retain enough water and act as
mursery and for aguatic animals
and plants, so when the nest Nood
eormes these can come down in the
muain river Through constructed
wetlands, sewerage 1s allowed to
pass through pebbles, roots, which
eventually clean the sewage
watan" he adds,

While the government is all set
o constuct STPs, the challenge
ahead isto bring in stakeholders
such as farmers and fishermean
whe Kitew the river better aid at

the same time gonerate amploy-
ment through i

Another burning concern that
Tonged points to is underground
water extraction. "In areas near
the Yamuna Mosdplalng., & mas-
sive underground water extrac-
tion is underway This is
primarily floodplain water belng
extracted by borewells due to
which the river goes dry in
summer and wintar,”
absarves Tongad.

Need for collective approach

The onus is not just on the Delhi
BOVEr niment but also on the s
rounding states to clean the
¥omuna. However, the situation
toes not appear to be 5o,

DJB Vice-Chairman Raghav

dha recently held the Uitar

Pradesh irrigation department —
in-charge of the Okhla Barrage -
responsible for the river pollu-
tion. He o ECEL supgar and
paper mills in Meerut and Shamii
of releasing unireated wastews-
ter into Hindon Canal at the Ya-
muna har L

According to an Natienal Green
Tribunal (NGT} report published
in 200, was not releasing 35
crara for the Yamuna Fleod Plain
Rejuvenation plan for the Yogl
Adityanath government’s side of

e river: The NGT report further
slammed the UP government for
disobeying the directions of the
Yamuna Monitoring Committes
CYMOCE “When YMC officials vis-
ited impugned dralns that were
discharging «fMuents in the

ara drain and even showed th:
fiith to the District Magistrate, it
got a positive response but this
never gol comverted into action,”
the report further added

Even thia Haryamna AT TITETIE
wag criticised for squeezing the
Yamuna's flow to the capital. In
July, Haryana reduced the water
supply into the river by 130 MGD
thai decrease

uction in Delhi by 100 MGD.

It later released 16,000 cusecs of
water in the river from the Hath-
nikund Barrage in Yamuna Na-
gar district post, which the short-
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