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Cabinet nod to Ken-Betwa river link:

what it envisages, who will benefit

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEWDELHI,DECEMBER10

OnWednesday, the Union Cabinet approved
funding and implementation of the Ken-
Betwa river inter-linking project, at a total
cost of Rs 44,605 crore, It is targeted for com-
pletionin 8§ years.

What is the Ken-Betwa Link Project?

The KBLP is the first project under the
National Perspective Plan for interlinking of
rivers, which was prepared in 1980. Itis one
of 16 projects under the “peninsular compo-
nent”; another 14 links are proposed under
the “Himalayan rivers development plan”,

The KBLP envisages transferring water
from the Ken tothe Betwa, both tributaries of
the Yamuna. The Ken-Betwa Link Canal will
be 221 kmlong, includinga2-km long tunnel,

The Ken-Betwa Link Project has two
phases, with mainly four components. Phase-
Twill involve one of these components —the
Daudhan Dam complex and its subsidiary
units such as Low Level Tunnel, High Level
Tunnel, Ken-Betwa Link Canal and power
houses. Phase-Il will involve the remaining
three components — Lower Orr Dam, Bina
Complex Projectand Kotha Barrage.

According to the Jal Shakti Ministry, the
projectis expected to provide annual irriga-
tion of 10.62 lakh hectares, supply drinking
watertoabout 62 lakh people, and generate
103 MW of hydropower and 27 MW of solar
power.

Which regions will benefit from it?

The project lies in Bundelkhand, a
drought-prone region, which spreads across
13 districts of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh. According to the Jal Shakti Ministry,
the project will be of immense benefitto the
water-starved region, especially the districts
of Panna, Tikamgarh, Chhatarpur, Sagar,
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Damoh, Datia, Vidisha, Shivpuri and Raisen
of Madhya Pradesh, and Banda, Mahoba,
Jhansi and Lalitpur of Uttar Pradesh. “It will
pave the way for more interlinking of river
projectstoensure that scarcity of water does
not become an inhibitor for developmentin
the country,” the Ministry said in a state-
ment.

What has the Cabinet approved?

There are three ey points in the Cabinet
approval tothe Ken-Betwa Link project. First,
the cost of the project: Rs 44,605 crore at
2020-21 price levels, Out of this, Rs 39,317
crore will come in the form of central sup-

port: Rs 36,290 croreas grant and RsRs 3,027
crore as loan. Second, an authority in the
form of a special purpose vehicle (SPV) will
be setuptoimplement the project. Third, the
KBLP will be a national project.

Howwill the SPV function?

The SPV will be called Ken-Betwa Link
Project Authority (KBLPA). It will be set up
on the lines of the National Highways
Authority of India(NHAI). The KBLPA will ex-
ecutevarious tasks like construction of canal
and dams under the project, similar to the
way the NHAI executes highways-related
projects across the country.

In fact, the Centre has set in motion the
process of creating a National Interlinking of
Rivers Authority (NIRA), which will be an au-
tonomous body for planning, investigation,
financing and implementation of all inter-
linking of river (ILR) projects in the country,
The NIRAwill have powers to set up SPVs for
individual link projects.

What is the schedule for the Ken-Betwa

ject?

According to official sources, after the
Cabinet’s approval, work on the Ken-Betwa
link can begin anytime soon, For instance,
work on the construction of a canal can be-
gin early as the land will be available easily.
The dams can also be completed within two-
three years, asource said. The KBLP project is
proposed to be implemented in eight years
with “state-of-the-art technology.

How was the project conceptualised?

The idea of linking the Ken with the
Betwa got a major push in August 2005,
when a tripartite memorandum of under-
standing for preparation of a detailed proj-
ect report (DPR) was signed among the
Centre and the two state governments. In
2008, the Centre declared KBLP a National
Project. Later, it was included as part of the
Prime Minister’s package for development
of drought-prone Bundelkhand region.

InApril 2009, itwas decided that the de-
tailed project report (DPR) would be pre-
pared in two phases. In 2018, a comprehen-
sive DPR including Phase-I, Phase-Il and
additional area proposed by Madhya Pradesh
was also prepared. It was sent to Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and the Central
Water Commission in October 2018.

On March 22, 2021 a memorandum of
agreement was signed among the Ministry
of Jal Shakti and the governments of Madhya
Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh toimplement the
KBLP.



LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day adjourned to December
15 a hearing on safety con-
cerns about the Mullaperiyar
dam after Tamil Nadu sought
time to respond to new is-
sues raised by Kerala.

The 126-year-old dam in
Idukki district of Kerala is
under the control of Tamil
Nadu.

A Bench led by Justice
AM. Khanwilkar initially
posted the case to December
11, but senior advocate Shek-
har Naphade informed the
court that fresh applications
have been filed in the case
and Tamil Nadu would like to
have time to file its reply.

Recently, the Kerala Go-
vernment moved the court
complaining that Tamil Nadu
was not giving prior informa-
tion to it before opening the
spillway shutters of the dam.
It submitted that heavy flow
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SC to hear Mullaperiyar case on Dec. 15

Case adjourned as Tamil Nadu seeks time to respond to new issues raised by Kerala Government

Crucial link: Pipelines that carry water from the Mullaperiyar
damin Kerala to Tamil Nadu . =6. karTHIKEVAN

from the dam was a source of
unease for those living
downstream. It sought the
formation of a technical
committee comprising re-
presentatives of both States
to ensure that water is re-
leased from the dam on its
recommendation and after
giving due warning to the
disaster management auth-
orities in Kerala, It said hea-

vy rainfall in the area has in-
creased the water level in the
dam.

The court had fixed the
case on December 10 to hear
comprehensively and pass
directions on the diverse pe-
titions filed on the various as-
pects of safety, maintenance
of the dam and security of
those living near it.

The Tamil Nadu Govern-

ment has so far stood firm by
its position in the court that
the dam is “hydrologically,
structurally and seismically
safe”. It had blamed a “social
media campaign” triggered
in Kerala against the dam.

It said the steady flow of
petitions to the court from
Kerala, questioning the
dam’s safety, even calling for
its decommissioning, was a
bid to harass it. It accused
Kerala of trying “somehow
to prevent Tamil Nadu from
raising the dam level to 142 ft
on one pretext or the other
by raising issues which have
been fully addressed by ex-
perts from Central Water
Commission”.

Tamil Nadu, in an affida-
vit, said the safety of the dam
had been supported by re-
ports of the expert commit-
tee and the empowered com-
mittee after extensive study.
The height of storage level at
142 ft. was endorsed by the

court in 2014 in a judgment.

The dam’s safety aspects
are being constantly moni-
tored by the Supervisory
Committee set up seven

years ago.

Issues ‘thrashed out’
Additional Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati, for the Su-
pervisory Committee, had
maintained that the issues
were “thrashed out” bet-
ween Kerala and Tamil Nadu
in several meetings.

Kerala, in turn, had been
demanding a reconsidera-
tion of the rule curve as the
dam is situated in a seismic
zone, The court is hearing a
petition filed by Dr. Joe Jo-
seph and office-bearers of
the Kothamangalam block
panchayat in Kerala express-
ing their apprehensions
about the lack of proper su-
pervision of water levels in
the dam located along the
Periyar tiger reserve,
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No deviation from
dam stance: Minister

‘Control over water discharge vital

A CORRESPONDENT
IDUKKI

The Kerala government has
not deviated from its de-
clared stance on the Mulla-
periyar issue in the the Su-
preme Court, Water
Resources Minister Roshy
Augustine has said.

Talking to mediapersons
at Thodupuzha on Friday,
the Minister said seeking
control over the discharge
of water to the Periyar river
was more important to Ker-
ala than obtaining compen-
sation for damage in the
downstream area. The State
has demanded an end to the
uncontrolled release of wa-
ter from the Mullaperiyar
dam.

He said a committee con-
sisting of officials from Kera-
la and Tamil Nadu should be
constituted with regard to
release of water to the Peri-
yar. Tthe Supreme Court
was informed of the failure
in convening a meeting of
the supervisory committee

appointed by it when high
volumes of water were re-
leased without warning at
night. Mr. Augustine said he
stood with residents down-
stream who struggled fol-
lowing the release of high
volumes of water at night.
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