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UP ranked best state in water
conservation, Rajasthan 2nd

New Delhi, Jan. 7: Uttar
Pradesh has been ranked as
the best state in water con-
servation efforts for 2020,
Union minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat
announced on Friday The
ministry of Jal Shakti
awarded Rajasthan and
Tamil Nadu second and
third ranks, respectively,
for their work and efforts
towards water conserva-
tion.

Addressing the 2020
National Water Awards, the
minister for Jal Shakti said
the country required 1,000
billion cubic metres of
water per year to cater to its

agriculture, irrigation,
industrial and domestic
requirements.

“The usage of water is
increasing but its availabil-
ity is decreasing. Rainfall

patterns are changing... By
2050, the demand for water
would rise from 1,000 bil-
lion cubic metres to 1,400
1,500 billion cubic metres.
So, we must move ahead
with a positive attitude and
take  effective steps,”
Shekhawat said.
Muzaffarnagar in Uttar
Pradesh received the best
district award in the north-

ern zone, followed by
Shahid Bhagat Singh Nagar
in Punjab.

In southern zone,
Thiruvananthapuram in
Kerala was awarded the
best district, followed by
Kadapa in Andhra Pradesh.

East Champaran in Bihar
and Godda in Jharkhand
were awarded first and sec-
ond ranks among districts
in the east zone, while
Indore in Madhya Pradesh

ranked first in the western
region. Vadodara in
Gujarat and Banswara in
Rajasthan won a joint sec-
ond rank.

In the northeast zone,
Goalpara in Assam and
Siang in Arunachal
Pradesh were recognised
for their water conserva-
tion efforts.

This is the third National
Water Award. The National
Water Award was launched
by the Jal Shakti Ministry
in 2018.

National Water Awards
also aims to provide a good
opportunity to start-ups as
well as leading organisa-
tions to engage and deliber-
ate with senior policy-mak-
ers on how to adopt the best
water resources manage-
ment practices in India.
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Tamil Nadu comes third in
water conservation efforts

New Delhi, Jan. 7: Uttar
Pradesh has been ranked
as the best state in water
conservation efforts for
2020, Union minister
Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat announced on
Friday. The Ministry of
Jal Shakti awarded
Rajasthan and Tamil
Nadu second and third
ranks, respectively, for
their work and efforts
towards water conserva-
tion.

Addressing the 2020
National Water Awards,
the minister said the

country required 1,000 bil-
lion cubic metres of water
per year to cater to its

agriculture, irrigation,
industrial and domestic
requirements.

Muzaffarnagar in Uttar
Pradesh received the best
district award in the
northern zone, followed
by Shahid Bhagat Singh
Nagar in Punjab.

In southern zZone,
Thiruvananthapuram in
Kerala was awarded the
best district, followed by
Kadapa in Andhra
Pradesh. mP5
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UP ranked best state in water conservation
efforts, Rajasthan 2nd: Jal Shakti Ministry

In southern zone, Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala was awarded best dist

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Uttar Pradesh
has been ranked as the best
state in water conservation
efforts for 2020, Union minis-
ter Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
announced on Friday.

The Ministry of Jal Shakti
awarded Rajasthan and Tamil
Nadu second and third ranks,
respectively, for their work
and efforts towards water
conservation.

Addressing the 2020
National Water Awards, the
Minister for Jal Shakti said the
country required 1,000 billion
cubic metres of water per year
to cater to its agriculture, irri-
gation, industrial and domestic
requirements.

“The usage of water is
increasing but its availabil-
ity is decreasing. Rainfall pat-
terns are changing... By 2050,
the demand for water would
rise from 1,000 billion cubic
metres to 1,400-1,500 billion
cubic metres, So, we must move
ahead with a positive attitude
and take effective steps.” Shek-
hawat said.

Muzaffarnagar in Uttar
Pradesh received the best dis-
trict award in the northern
zone, followed by Shahid Bha-
gat Singh Nagar in Punjab.

In southern zone, Thiru-
vananthapuram in Kerala was
awarded the best district, fol-
lowed by Kadapa in Andhra
Pradesh.

East Champaran in Bihar
and Godda in Jharkhand were
awarded first and second ranks
among districts in the east
zone, while Indore in Mad-
hya Pradesh ranked first in the
western region. Vadodara in

Gujarat and Banswara in Raj-
asthan won a joint second rank.

In the northeast zone, Goal-
para in Assam and Siang in
Arunachal Pradesh were rec-
ognised for their water conser-
vation efforts.

This is the third National
Water Award. The National
Water Award was launched
by the Jal Shakti Ministry
in 2018,

National Water Awards also
aims to provide a good oppor-
tunity to start-ups as well as
leading organisations to engage
and deliberate with senior pol-

icy-makers on how to adopt the
best water resources manage-
ment practices in India.

To encourage and recognise
individuals and organisations
doing exemplary work in the
field of water resources man-
agement, the Department of
Water Resources, River Devel-
opment and Ganga Rejuvena-
tion gives 57 awards to states,
organisations, individuals, etc.
in 11 different categories.

Under the best industry cat-
egory, Welspun India Textile
Ltd. Gujarat (first), Hyundai
Motor India Ltd. Tamil Nadu
(second), and jointly Trident
(Textile) Ltd (third) Punjab
and Steel Authority of India
Ltd (third) New Delhi have
been awarded.

Under the best NGO cat-
egory, Coastal Salinity Pre-
vention Cell, Ahmedabad,
Vivekananda Kendra NARDEP,
Kanyakumari, Gramvikas
Sanstha, Aurangabad and
Vivekananda Research and
Training Institute, Bhavnagar
have been awarded first, sec-
ond and joint third position
respectively.



rom serving as a telephone

operator at the state electrici-

ty board and later as a junior

engineer, Himachal Pradesh
MP and Power Minister Sukhram
Chaudhary has come a long way to
head the department where he took
up his first job in 1982. Chaudhary’s
portfolio is important as Himachal is
considered to be naturally most suit-
able for hydro power generation. The
state can generate 25,000 MW which
is 25.9 per cent of India’s total hydro
power potential.

Recent natural calamities in
power project areas, especially in
Kinnaur district, have triggered
unrest among environmentalists
who are protesting against new pro-
jects. The protests in Kinnaur have
spiralled to the neighbouring tribal
district of Lahaul Spiti, especially
after the Nigulsari landslide that
resulted in the deaths of 28 people in
August last year.

In an interview with Sajeev
Kumar, Chaudhary expressed his
views on various issues concerning
the hydro power sector in the hilly
state and dismissed suggestions that
the power projects were responsible
for natural calamities.

Excerpts:
Q. What were the achievements and
initiatives of MPP and Power
Departments since you took charge
of the portfolio in August 20207

A: Himachal Pradesh has a huge
power potential and the state gov-
ernment is looking to exploit it by
constructing more and more hydro-
electric projects in the state. But
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‘Hydro power projects are necessary’

there have been instances where pro-
jects were sanctioned but couldn't
get functional. There were hundreds
of such projects so we started re-
evaluation of these and granted
amnesty so that a new Power Pur-
chase Agreement (PPA) could be
signed. The PPAs of many power pro-
jects were signed 20 years ago which
made them unviable in present
times, hence there was the need to
sign new PPAs. As far as hydro-elec-
tric scenario is considered, we have
started the provision of power bank-
ing. When we have surplus power
during monsoons, we sell it to other
states of the country through this
mode and in open pool too. We buy
back power from this pool when the
state faces shortage of power in win-
ters. At present, Himachal is gener-
ating 10,700 MW with a potential of
generating 25,000 MW. We are look-
ingto exploit the hydro power poten-
tial to make the state economically
stronger.

Q. The resentment against hydro
power projects is growing in the
state with tribal population,
especially in Kinnaur district,
alleging that these projects were
responsible for natural calamities
due to unscientific construction?
A: This is not the case as the con-
struction of hydro projects is being
done on scientific methods, latest
techniques and according to set rules
and regulations. The state has wit-
nessed many landslides in areas
where there are no hydro-power pro-
jects so solely blaming these projects
would not be accurate. In addition,

I

Y

many areas of the state have wit-
nessed development due to hydro
projects and these projects have led
to connecting many remote and geo-
graphically tough regions by road.
These hydro power projects also have
a major contribution in connecting
remote areas with roads as in some
areas, the project authorities have
themselves constructed such roads.
Also, the state government is ensur-

ing that the hydro projects are con-
structed with the latest technology
so that ecology and natural beauty of
these areas don't get affected.

0. Is the state government planning
to pacify protesting locals given the
fact that some panchayats in
Kinnaur district had boycotted
bypolls that were held in October
20217

A: Holding protests is a funda-
mental right of the people but if
Himachal Pradesh wants to become
a financially viable state, hydro pro-
jects are the necessity of the time.
The state government always keeps
interests of the locals in mind and
engages with them from time to time
to redress their grievances.

Q. Is the government planning to
move from hydro power to
renewable energy as solar power?

A: Yes. The state government is
planning to exploit the solar power
potential and has even come out
with a new solar power policy in
which many investors have evinced
keen interest. We are promoting
rooftop solar power plants in the
state to harness solar energy and
have now invited proposals for set-
ting up ground mounted solar power
projects with a target of generating
20 MW in coming years. These solar
power plants will be allotted to indi-
viduals on a ‘First Come, First Serve’
basis. All bonafide Himachalis can
apply for setting up such solar power
projects with a capacity ranging from
250 KW to 1 MW,

(). There was a proposal for a solar
power park in Spiti but it is still in
limbo. Is the government planning
to go ahead with the plan?

Az Yes. It is a big solar power pro-
ject (B80 MW which is aided by the
Central government and it has been
allotted to Satluj Jal Vidyut Nigam
(SJVN) Ltd. We are working on trans-
mission lines to evacuate power from
the cold desert of Lahaul Spiti.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Indian Express- 08- January-2022

UP tops Jal Ministry’s
National Water Awards

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 7

THEUNION Jal Shakti Ministry on Friday announced
the winners of National Water Awards 2020, with
Uttar Pradesh getting first prize in the best state cat-
egoryand [TC Limited Kolkata and Adani Foundation,
Gujarat securing 1st and 2nd prize respectively in
the best industry for CSR activities category.

Announcing the winners, Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Shekhawat said that India’s current water
requirement is estimated to be around 1,100 billion
cubic meters peryear, which is projected to goup to
1,447 billion cubic meters by 2050. He said the aim
of the awards is to encourage competition.

[n the best state category, Rajasthan and Tamil
Nadu have begged 2nd and 3rd prize. Inthe bestin-
stitution/RWA/ religious organizations for campus
category, Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board bagged
the first prize. Welspun India Textile Ltd, Gujarat and
Hyundai Motor India Ltd, Tamil Nadu bagged 1stand
second prize in the best industry category.
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