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High ammonia levels
in Yamuna to affect
water supply: DB

REPRESENTATIVE PIC . -
—

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: High ammo-
nia levels in the Yamuna due
to discharge of pollutants
from Haryana led to a 50 per-
cent reduction in production
at Wazirabad, Chandrawal and
Okhla water treatment plants
which will affect supply in sev-
eral parts of the national capi-
tal, officials said on Wednesday.

The WTPs at Chandrawal,
Wazirabad and Okhla can treat
up to 90 million gallons of water
aday, 135 MGD and 20 MGD,
respectively.

The ammonia level at the
Wazirabad pond is 5 parts per
million at present.

According to the Bureau of
Indian Standards, the accept-
able maximum limit of ammo-
nia in drinking water is 0.5
ppm. At present, the Delhi Jal
Board has the capacity to treat
0.9 ppm.

“Due to continuous dis-
charge of high level of pollutants
from Haryana, the ammonia
level in river Yamuna at Wazi-
rabad Barrage has increased
and water production has been

curtailed from water treatment
plants at Wazirabad, Chan-
drawal and Okhla,” the DJB
said in a statement.

An official said the treat-
ment capacity at the three
WTPs has reduced by 50
percent.

“Water supply will remain
affected on the morning of Jan-
uary 13 and so on till the ammo-
nia level in the river reduces to
a treatable limit, it said.

The areas which will be
affected are: Civil lines, Hindu
Rao Hospital and adjoining
areas, Kamla Nagar, Shakti
Nagar, Karol Bagh, Pahar Ganj
and NDMC areas, Old & New
Rajinder Nagar, Patel Nagar,
Baljeet Nagar, Prem Nagar,
Inderpuri, Kalkaji, Govindpuri,
Tughlakabad, Sangam Vihar,
Ambedkar Nagar.

Prahladpur, Ramleela
Ground, Delhi Gate, Subhash
Park, Model Town, Gulabi
Bagh, Punjabi Bagh, Jahangir-
puri, Moolchand, South Extn.,
Greater Kailash, Burari and
adjoining areas, parts of Can-
tonment areas and South Delhi
may also face disruption.
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The Water Resources De-
partment (WRD) is prepar-
ing a detailed project report
incorporating proposals for
flood control and climate
adaptive infrastructure as
part of a comprehensive res-
toration of the Adyar river in
afew years.

The ambitious proposal
would have projects for con-
servation of resources. The
department is focusing more
on the upper reaches of the
river to execute work for
flood mitigation and inte-
grated improvement.

The department is study-
ing the feasibility of widen-
ing the 25-km portion of the
river wherever needed bet-
ween Adanur and Manapak-
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kam to reduce inundation in
surrounding areas, including
Tambaram and Mudichur.
For instance, the portion
of the river between Vanda-
lur and Wallajahbad Road
and Padappai and Thirumu-

divakkam is narrow and only

1520 metre wide at some
stretches. Areas along those
stretches got flooded whe-
never the river flowed at its
peak level.
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Adyar restoration project report getting ready

Water Resources Department may focus on the upper reaches of the river for flood mitigation and improvement

Officials said the stretch of ~ § !

the river along southern sub-
urbs had a capacity to carry
about 14,000-15,000 cusecs.
Even if it carried 18,000 cu-
secs of water, it would spill
over to surrounding locali-
ties.

The department is survey-
ing the possibility of widen-
ing the river at vulnerable
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Time for clean-up:

: After the feasibility study,
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encroachments

along the Adyar will be enumerated. . karunakanan

portions near Adanur, Nan-  cessary. There are plans to
divaram and Urapakkamand ~ widen the river to about 50-
acquiring lands wherever ne- - 60 metre to increase its car-

rying capacity up to 25,000
CUSECS.

Besides bridging the mis-
sing links, there are plans to
create  additional macro
drains near Urapakkam and
Guduvancherry to divert sur-
plus water into the river. “We
are also checking the possi-
bility of replacing bund with
retaining wall in flood-prone
areas to enhance carrying
capaciy of the river,

For instance, a 20-metre
bund on either side of the
river can be replaced with a
10-metre retaining wall to
gain additional space,” said
an official.

Similarly, flood regulators
would be provided in tailend
waterbodies such as Adanur
and Mannivakkam that drain
surplus water into the river,

A suggestion to create new
reservoirs in places such as
Orathur was under study.

A few tanks in urban pock-
ets of the Adyar basin with-
out ayacut area and less sew-
age pollution would be
converted as sources of
drinking water supply for
Chennai. Some of the tanks
in Nemam, Mannivakkam,
Nandivaram and Sriperum-
budur were being consi-
dered for this,

Once the feasibility study
was completed, encroach-
ments would be enumerated
and lands that were yet to be-
come urbanised would be
acquired for the project.
Work may be taken up in
packages depending on the
funding agency, the officials
added.
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