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AP TO RAISE
DRAWAL OF
KRISHNA WATER
BY TS FOR POWER

DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, APRIL 29

The Andhra Pradesh
government would raise
the issue of the
Telangana government
drawing water from
Nagarjunasagar dam for
hydel power generation —
an alleged violation of
norms — at the Krishna
River Management Board
(KRMB) meet on May 6.

Andhra Pradesh
water resources depart-
ment engineer-in-chief
Narayana Reddy said,
“Despite our request to
KRMB to prevail upon the
Telangana government
not to resort to release of
water from the
Nagarjunasagar project
for power generation,
Telangana has been doing
S0.

We are going to raise the
issue once again at the
KRMB meeting, so as to
stop the drawal of water
from the project and avoid
a water crisis for both
drinking and irrigation
needs in parts of AP dur-
ing the summer.”

Telangana continues to
draw 4,000-5,000 cusecs of
water from the
Nagarjunasagar dam to
generate hydel power,
causing concern to AP
vis-a-vis availability of
water to meet the drink-
ing and irrigation needs
of the people in the erst-
while Guntur and
Prakasam districts.
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Spiralling water crisis in Bundelkhand

‘4,250 water hodies
vanished in 10 yrs’

PNS W LUCKNOW

Amid the raging debate over
the prevailing water crisis
in Bundelkhand in this scorch-
ing summer, the dossiers of the
Uttar Pradesh Government
show that over 4,000 water
bodies have ‘vanished’ in the
last one decade from this
rugged region.

“This is official that over
4,250 water bodies have disap-
peared in the last one decade.
But how all this happened no
one knows. The District
Magistrates and Tehsildars of
all the seven districts of
Bundelkhand could not explain
where these water bodies have
gone,” a senior official in the
Revenue department told The
Pioneer here recently.

In 1950, Bundelkhand had
21,785 water bodies out of the
8,75,435 water bodies in the
State but gradually this number
has come down. By the year
2016, 4,020 water bodies had
vanished from Bundelkhand —
151 in Chitrakoot, 869 in
Banda, 541 in Hamirpur and

2,459 in Jhansi.

“In the last three years
over 200 more water bodies
have disappeared. This could
be because of lack of rain in the
last few years, taking the num-
ber of lost water bodies to
around 4,220, the official
said.

Bundelkhand has one of
the lowest levels of per capita
income and human develop-
ment in the country, largely due
to the frequent droughts caused
by water scarcity. Agriculture
experts opine that the vanished
water bodies and community-
managed ponds have resulted
in a fall in the water level and
frequent droughts.

Raja Bhaiya of non-gov-
ernmental organisation Vidya
Dham Samiti that works in
Banda said that the ponds act
as sponge and help in recharg-
ing ground water during rains.

“Land sharks are responsi-
ble for the disappearance of
water bodies. The lure of lucre
has enticed the administra-
tion to look the other way as
builders and illegal miners

exploited the water bodies of
Bundelkhand,” he said.

The issue came to light for
the first time through a right to
information (RTI) application
in which the applicants sought
details of water bodies in seven
districts of Bundelkhand —
Chitrakoot, Banda, Mahoba,
Lalitpur, Jalaun, Jhansi and
Hamirpur,

The RTI application
prompted the Revenue depart-
ment to conduct surveys to
assess the magnitude of
encroachment over water bod-
ies in the State. At the same
time, in 2012, the Lucknow
bench of the Allahabad High
Court asked the authorities to
ensure that no land-grabbing
was allowed in this
way.

The court also directed
the authorities to inform it
about the ponds that had been
covered and constructions had
come over them. It also direct-
ed them to furnish information
about the existing ponds so that
further steps could be taken in
this matter.
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Groundwater
harderthan canal
water: Report

PARVEEN ARORA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

KARNAL, APRIL 29

The quality of canal water is
much better than the ground-
water being supplied to the
households, commercial and
government establishments.

This has been revealed in a
report of the state water test-
ing laboratory of the Public
Health Engineering Depart-
ment, which says groundwa-
ter has higher content of total
dissolved solids (TDSs), alka-
linity and other minerals.

Groundwater has more
hardness than canal water.
The finding on the tap water
is within the required limit,
but as per the experts, there
is a need to monitor the qual-
ity of water sources.

The Karnal Municipal Cor-
poration collected water sam-
ples from various sources,
including water supply tube-
wells, water supply at the
Sector 12 HSVP office, West-
ern Yamuna Canal, Bhakra
Canal, and got these checked
from the state laboratory. The
outcome was shocking even
for officials of both depart-
ments, said the sources.

During the visit of the
Urban Local Bodies Minister
Dr Kamal Gupta to the Kar-
nal Municipal Corporation
office, the issue of water qual-
ity had also been raised.

As per the report, the con-

PERIODIC TESTS VITAL

&6 Chemical and micro-
biologjcal tests should be
done periodically to
check the quality of the
water so that the
spreading of water-borne
diseases could be
controlled. Amit Singh, oier
CHEMIST, PUBLIC HEALTH ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT

tent of TDS in the water sam-
ples of Western Yamuna
Canal and Bhakra Canal
were 142 and 158 mg/litre,
respectively, while it ranged
between 406 and 427 mg/litre
in different samples collected
from water supply tubewells
and from HSVP office,

The hardness in the water
samples of Western Yamuna
Canal and Bhakra Canal was
between 110mg/litre and
120mg/litre, while in the sam-
ples of tap water, between 200
and 210 mg/litre.

The total alkalinity content
was 130 and 140 mg/litre in
the water samples of Western
Yamuna Canal and Bhakra
Canal, respectively, while it
was between 230 mg/litre and
260 mg/litre. The desirable
limit is 200 mg/litre. The con-
tents of calcium, magnesium
and other minerals were also
higher in the tap water
the report said.
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Clean water to every
household on agenda

) APRI
AAP legislator Jagdeep Goldy
Kamboj (35), who trounced
SAD chief Sukhbir Singh
Badal in his strong-
hold Jalalabad, is wor-
ried about the non-
availability of clean
drinking water in bor-
dervillages.

“What to talk of
basic amenities, peo-
ple of my segment
have been deprived of pure
water for years,” says Kamboj.
The matter has been taken up

Jagdeep Kamboj,

JALALABAD MLA

with CM Bhagwant Mann and
acomprehensive plan isbeing
prepared to provide water to
towns and villages of the con-
stituency, he says.

Flagging “embezzlement”
of MGNREGA funds meant
for Jalalabad, Kamboj says
he will try to expose
the scam. “A huge
amount was misap-
propriated in the
name of employment
to the poor,” the first-
time MLA claims.

On the drug menace,
he sees a solution in
sports. “I will build stadia in
villages to keep youth
engaged,” he notes. —OC
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Tal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat teviews progress of Jal Jeevan Mission i Rajasthan

@ gssj odhpur Union Minister for Jal Shakti Gajendra Singh Shekhawat reviewed the progress of Jal
Jeevan Mission in Rajasthan in a meeting held in Jaipur on Thursday, MFs of the state and senior
officials of the Centre and State Sovernments participated in the meeting, Talking to the media after
the meeting, Mr, Shekhawat sald that more than sty erore 20 lakh tap connections have been given in
the eountry i the last two and a half years after the npletnentation of Jal Jeevan Mission,

Mr. Shekhawat said that before the launch of Jal Jeevan Mission, out of 1% crore households in the
country, only three crore 23 lakh households had access to tap water, About 16 per cent of the
households had tap connections, which has now mereased to 4% per cent, He sald that many states
have made remarkable ptogress I the mission, but Rajasthan is lagging behind i thiz matter, He zaid
that nitially the state was four per cent behind the average of the entire country. Mow the state is
lagzing behind the naticnal average by 23 pet cent.
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The Unicn Jal Shakti Minister, Shri chaired a review mesting
oL (IMYy  today m  Jaljpur  with LT
MPs) of and FHED officials to expedite the implementation of the

mission in the State, All Executive Engineers’ Supetintendent Bngineers were connected virtually,
The meeting began with a welcome address by ACS, PHED, followed by a brief
presentation by Additional Secretary and Mission Director, Matichal , Who

shared the mission overview and status of mplementation of works in the various districts of the State
in comparison with the national average. He also explained about the status of planning as well as the

tole of in the mplementation of the mission,

Thanking all the of for their active participation in
the day-long veview meeting, the Union Minister, Jal Shakti appreciated theit concerns as well as
valiable suggestions to bring improvement i the pace of mmplementation of mission along with
ensuring the quality of wotks. Menticning about various life changing initiatives of the Government
of India to improve the lives of the people especially the poor & marginalized communities ensuring

no one is left out, he underscored the importance of n the context of a
State like Kajasthan,

Shri Shekhawat menticned that community patticipation and empowetment i3 the soul of the mission
which will lead to its success, Therefore, the State must make all out efforts to nvelve the local
willage community i the mission works starting from preparation of Village Action Flan (VAF). He

utrged the State Government to ensure the patticipation of all the to

make a 'Tan Andolar', a people's movernent.

Shri Shekhawat appealed to all senior officers to give primacy to the quality of works by ensuring
regular mepection and taking corrective measures, He assured there will be no dearth of fund from
Sovernment of ndia and extended all assistanes to enmure the State becomes Hat Ghar Jal' in a time-
bound manner. He further mvited the State PHED Mimister and senior officers to approach him
whenever required regarding resolving any issue pertaining to drinking water supply m the State.
Lagtly, he focused on tnproving the drinking water sources 2o that water supply to rural households is
not distupted. He stressed on exploring convergence by dovetailing vatious schemes at village level
for source sustainability, viz. MONEEGS, 15th FCtied grants, CMDF, ete,

In his remarks, Minister, PHED, menticned about the geographical challengs faced by
the State in ensuring sustamable tap water supply and the remoteness of several habitations called
‘dhaanis’, which are amaller in size. He further told that the State needs to improve the pace of
implementation of the mission while ensuring the quality of works,

Out of 105,68 lakh mral households in the State, only 11,74 lakh had provision of tap water supply
their homes during the launch of the mission in August, 201%, which has inereased to 25,61 lakh HHs

(24 23%) so far, About Rs, 11,000 Crore has been alloeated as Central grant to the State under

n 2022-23. Further, Rs, 1,774 Crore 15 available to the State as 15th Fmance
Commissicn tied grantto RLB s/ PRIz for drinking water and sanitation. The State plans to provide tap
water connections to 32,84 lakh rural households n 2022-23, for which the Annual Aection Plan has
been approved by the Ministry of Jal Shakti,
The MP:z shared thelr views and concerns about the progress of works In thelr respective
constituencies, quality of works which needs immediate attention, quality of water supply to be
improved, regular water supply, mvolvement of local community especially Gram Panchayat/ Village
Water & Sanitation Committees starting from planning, mplementation and monitoting to ensure the

quality of works, topmost priorities to be accorded for sustainability of the source for smaller
schemes, proper water allocation for multi village schemes/ major projects, ete. In addition, they also
highlighted issues like mismatch between number of households in the plan vs field, work not
initiated in most of the villages, non-finalization of district action plans, speedy planning for the
inaccessible areas where individual tap connections seem to be very difficult especially in desert areas
of Jaisalmer, Barmer, Jodhpur, Pali, etc.

The MPs also urged the State Government to ensure participation of all

i _starting from planning to monitoring for effective and quality implementation of
mission so that the goal of this ambitious programme is achieved. It was also unanimously shared that
every work site must have display board at conspicuous locations giving details of the water supply
work including the cost estimate, no. of tap connections to be provided, contact details of the vendor,
PHED engineer, GP/ VWSC chairperson, etc. It was also suggested that both for running as well as
final bill payment, joint inspection to be made by the third party agency along with the representative
of GP/ VWSC. There was a demand for making provision of water supply for livestock
as has the highest cattle population in the country. They also emphasized the need for
certification of 'Har Ghar Jal' villages by convening Gram Sabhas and taking resolution that every
household as well as the public institution of the village has been provided with tap water supply.
Additional Chief Secretary, PHED, [ thanked all the participants for their valuable
suggestions and assured that the State team will work with renewed energy and enthusiasm to ensure
every rural household in the State is provided tap water supply.
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TUnion Jal Shakti Minister Reviews Implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission in
Rajasthan with 17 MPs & PHED Minister, Officials

April %, 022

New Delhi: The Union Jal Shakti Minister, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat chaired a review meeting cn
Tal Jeevan Mission (JIM) today in Jalpur with 17 Members of Parliament (MPs) of Rajasthan and
PHED officials to expedite the implementation of the mission in the State, All Executive Engineers/
Supetintendent Engineers wete connected virtually, The meeting began with a weloone address by
ACE, FHED, Rajasthan followed by a btief presentation by Additional Seoretary and Missicn
Director, Maticnal Tal JTeevan Mission, who shared the mission overview and status of implementation
of works in the various distriets of the State mn comparison with the national average He also
explaimed about the statuz of planning as well az the role of Membetz of Parliament in the
implementation of the mission,

Thanking all the bMembers of Farliament of Rajasthan for their active participation in the day-long
review mestme, the Union Minister, Jal Shakti appreciated their concerns as well as valuable
sugmestions to brine improverent in the pace of mmplementation of mission alons with ensuring the
quality of works, Menticnine about varions life chansine mitiatives of the Goveriment of India to
inptove the lives of the people especially the poot & marsnalized communities snsuring “no one is

left out’,_he underscored the importance of Jal Jeevan Mission in the context of a State like Rajasthan.
Shri Shekhawat mentioned that the compumity participation and empowsrtnent is the soul of the
mizsion which will lead 1o its success, Therefore, the State raust make all cut efforts to mvolve the
local village commmunity in the mission wotks statting from preparation of Willage Action Plan (VAR
He utged the State Government to ensure the participation of all the Members of Patliament to make

Jal Jeevan Mission a “Jan Andolan’, a people’s movement.

Shri Shekhawat appealed to all senior officers to sive primacy to the quality of works by ensuring
tepular mepection and takine cortective reasures, He assured there will be no dearth of fund from
Government of India and extended all assistance to enmire the State becomes *Har Ghar Jal’ in a time-
bound manner. He further invited the State PHED Binister and senior officers to appreoach him
whenever required regarding resolving any issue pertaining to drinking water supply n the State.

Lastly, he focused on improving the drinkine water sources so that water supply to rural households is
net distupted, He stressed on exploring convergence by dovetallinge various schernes at village level
for source sustainability, viz MONEEGS, 15+ FC tied srants, DMDF, ete,

In his remarks, Minister, PHED, Rajasthan mentioned about the seoeraphical challenge faced by the
State in ensuring sustainable tap water supply and the remoteness of several habitations called
‘dhaanis’, which are smaller n size He further told that the State needs to improve the pace of

implementation of the mission whils ensuring the quality of works,
Ot of 105,89 lakh rural households in the State, only 11,74 lakh had provisicn of tap water supply

their homes during the launch of the mission n Anenst, 2019, which has mereased to 25,61 lakh HHs
(24.23%) so far, Abont Rs 11,000 Crore has been allocated as Central erant to the State under Jal

Jeevan Bission in 2022-23, Further, Es 1774 Crore is available to the State as 15* Finance

Commizsicn tied grant to RLE s/ PRIz for deinkinge water and sanitation, The State plans to provide tap

watet gonnections to 32,84 lakh rural houssholds n 2002-23, for which the Anmnal Action Plan has
been approved by the Ministry of Jal Shakti,

The MPs shared thelr wiews and ccneerns about the progress of wotks in their respective
constituencies, quality of works which needs immediate attention, quality of water supply to be
improved. regular water supply, involvemnent of local community especially Gram Panchayat! Village
Water & Sanitation Committess starting from plannine, mplementation and monitoting to snsure the
quality of works, topmost pricrities to be accorded for sustamability of the source for amaller
schemes, proper water alloeation for mult village schemes/ major projects, ete. In addition, they also
hishlishted issues like mismatch between number of households in the plan ve field, work not
initiated in most of the villapes, non-finalization of disttict action plans, speedy planning for the

inaccessible areas where individual tap connections seem to be very difficult especially in desert areas
of Jaisalmer, Barmer, Jodhpur, Pali, etc,

The MPs also urged the State Government to ensure participation of all Members of Parliament
starting from planning to monitoring for effective and guality implementation of mission so that the
coal of this ambitious programme is achieved. It was also unanimously shared that every work site
must have display board at conspicuous locations giving details of the water supply work including
the cost estimate, no. of tap connections to be provided. contact details of the vendor, PHED engineer,
GP/ VWSC chairperson, etc. It was also suegested that both for running as well as final bill pavment,
joint_inspection to be made by the third partv asency along with the representaiive of GP/
VWSC. There was a demand for making provision of water supply for livestock as Rajasthan has the
highest cattle population in the country. They also emphasized the need for certification of *Har Ghar
Jal® villages by convening Gram Sabhas and taking resolution that every houschold as well as the
public insttution of the village has been provided with tap water supply.

Additional Chief Secretary. PHED. Rajasthan thanked all the participants for their valuable
sugpeestions and assured that the State team will work with renewed energy and enthusiasm to ensure
every rural household in the State i1s provided tap water supply.
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Union Jal Shakti Minister Reviews Implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission
in Rajasthan with 17 MPs & PHED Minister, Officials

Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat Urges State Government
to Ensure Participation of All MPs to Make Jal Jeevan
Mission A ‘Jan Andolan’, A People’s Movement

The Unicn Jal Shakti Minister, Shti Gajendra Singh Shekhawat chalred a review meeting on Jal
Teevan Mizsion (JIM) today m Jaipur with 17 Members of Parliament (MFPs) of Rajasthan and PHED
officials to expedite the mmplementation of the mission m the State, All Executive Engineets
Supetintendent Engineers were connected virtually,

The meeting began with a weleome address by ACS, PHED, Rajasthan followed by a brief

presentation by Additional Secretary and Mission Director, Mational Jal Jeevan Mission, who
shated the mission overview and status of mplementation of works n the varicus districts of the State
in comparison with the naticnal average. He also explained the status of planning as well as the role of
Members of Parliament in the implementation of the mission.

Thanking all the Members of Parliament of Rajasthan for their active patticipation in the day-long
review Imeeting, the Union Mmister, Jal Shakti appreclated thelr concerns as well as valuable
suggestions to bring improvement in the pace of mplementation of the missich along with ensuring
the quality of works, Mentionimg warious life-changing mitiatives of the Government of India to
improve the lives of the people especially the poor & margmalized communities ensuring ‘no cne is
left out, he undersecred the mmportance of the Jal Jeevan Mission i the context of a State like
Rajasthan.

Shri Shekhawat mentioned that community participation and empowerment are the souls of the
mission which will lead to its success. Therefore, the State must make all-out efforts to mvolve the
local willage comrmmunity in the mission works starting from the preparation of the Village Action Flan
(VAP He urged the State Govertiment to ensure the participation of all the Members of Parliament to
make Jal Jeevan Mission a *Jan Andolan’, a people’s movement,

Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat appealed to all senior officers to give primacy to the quality of work
by ensuring regular inspection and taking corrective measures. He assured there will be no dearth of
funds from the Governmnent of ndia and extended all assistance to ensure the State becomes “Har
Shar Jal’ m atime-bound manner, He further mvited the State PHED Minister and senior officers to
approach him whenever required regarding resolving any izsue pertaiming tothe deinking water sapply
in the State.

Lastly, he focused on mmproving the drinking water sources so that the water supply to rural
households iz not disrupted, He stressed exploring convergence by dovetailing varicus schemes at the
village level for source mistainability, viz, MGNEEGS, 15° FC tied grants, DMDF, ete.

In his rematks, Minister, FHED, Rajasthan mentioned the geographical challenge faced by the State in
ensuring sustainable tap water supply and the remoteness of several habitations called ‘dharanis’,
which are analler in size, He further told that the State needs to tnprove the pace of tnplementation
of the mission while ensuring the quality of work.

“Out of 105,69 lakh rural households i the State, only 11,74 lakh had provision of tap water supply
in their homes during the launch of the mission in August 201%, which has increased to 23,61 lakh
HHs (24.23%) so far, About Us, 11,000 Crore has been allocated as a Central grant to the State under
Tal Jeevan Mission in 2022-23. Further, Rs. 1,774 Crore 1s available to the State as the 15% Finance
Commissicn tied grant to RLEs/ PRIz for drinking water and sanitation, The State plans to provide tap
water connections to 32,64 lakh rural households n 2022-23, for which the Annual Action Flan has
been approved by the Ministry of Jal Shakti,

The MPs shared their views and concerns about the progress of works in their respective
constituencies, quality of works that needs immediate attention, quality of water supply to be
improved, regular water supply, involvement of the local community especially Gram Panchayat/
Village Water & Sanitation Committees starting from planning, implementation and monitoring to
ensure the quality of works, topmost priorities to be accorded for the sustainability of the source for
smaller schemes, proper water allocation for multi village schemes/ major projects, etc.

In addition, they also highlighted issues like a mismatch between the number of households in the
plan vs field, work not initiated in most of the villages, non-finalization of district action plans, speedy
planning for the naccessible areas where individual tap connections seem to be very difficult,
especially in desert areas of Jaisalmer, Barmer, Jodhpur, Pali, etc.

The MPs also urged the State Government to ensure participation of all Members of Parliament
starting from planning to monitoring for effective and quality implementation of a mission so that the
goal of this ambitious programme is achieved. It was also unanimously shared that every worksite
must have a display board at conspicuous locations giving details of the water supply work including
the cost estimate, no. of tap connections to be provided, contact details of the vendor, PIIED)
engineer, GP/ VWSC chairperson, etc.

It was also suggested that both for running as well as final bill payment, a joint inspection be made by
the third party agency along with the representative of GP/ VWSC. There was a demand for making
provision of water supply for livestock as Rajasthan has the highest cattle population in the country.
They also emphasized the need for certification of “Har Ghar Jal” villages by convening Gram Sabhas
and taking resolution that every household, as well as the public institution of the village, has been
provided with a tap water supply.

Additional Chief Secretary, PHED, Rajasthan thanked all the participants for their valuable
suggestions and assured them that the State team will work with renewed energy and enthusiasm to
ensure every rural household in the State is provided with a tap water supply.
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State (Government to ensure the participation of all the Members of Parliament
to make Jal Jeevan Mission a ‘Jan Andolan®, a people’s movement

April 2, 022

The Unicn Jal Shakti Minister, Shti Gajendra Simgh Shekhawat chaired a review meeting on Jal
Teevan Mizsion (JIM) today i Jaipur with 17 Members of Parliament (MFPs) of Rajasthan and FHED
officials to expedite the implementation of the mission in the State. All Executive Engineers’
Superintendent Engineers were connected virtually, The meeting began with a welcome address by
ACS, PHED, Rajasthan followed by a brief presentation by Additienal Secretary and Mission
Ditector, Mational Jal Jeevan Mission, who shared the mission overview and statuz of implementation
of works in the various districts of the State in comparison with the national average. He also
explained about the status of planning as well as the role of Members of Parliament i the
implementation of the mission,

Thanking all the Members of Parliament of Rajasthan for their active participation in the day-long
teview meeting, the Union Mmister, Jal Shakti appreclated thelr concerns as well as valuable
suggestions to bring improvement n the pace of implementation of mission along with ensuring the
quality of works, Mentioning about varicus life changing initiatives of the Government of India to
wnprove the lives of the people especially the poor & margmalized comrmunities ensuting ‘no one is
left cut’, he undetseored the impottance of Jal Jeevan Missicn in the context of a State like Rajasthan.
Shri Shekhawat menticned that the community participation and empowetment iz the soul of the
mission which will lead to its suceess. Therefore, the State must make all out efforts to mvolve the
localvillage community in the mission works starting from preparation of Willage Action Plan (VAF).
He urged the State Government to ensure the participation of all the Members of Parliament to make
Tal Jeevan Mission a “Jan Andolan’, a people’ s movement,

Shri Shekhawat appealed to all senior officers to give primacy to the quality of works by ensuring
regular mspection and taking corrective measures, He assured there will be no dearth of fund from
Sovernmnent of India and extended all assistance to ensure the State beeomes “Har Ghar Jal’ i a time-
bound manner. He further mvited the State PHED Minister and senior officers to approach him
whenever required regarding resolving any issue pertaining to drinking water supply in the State,
Lastly, he focused on improving the drinking water soutees so that water supply to rural households is
not disrupted, He stressed on exploring convergence by dovetailing various schemes at village level
for source sustamability, viz MGNEEGS, 15* FCtied grants, DMDF, ete,

In hiz rematrks, Minister, PHED, Rajasthan mentioned about the geographical challenge faced by the
State in ensuring sustainable tap water supply and the remoteness of several habitations called
‘dhaanis’, which are smaller in size, He further told that the State needs to improve the pace of
implementation of the mission while ensuring the quality of works,

Out of 105.6% lakh rural households in the State, only 11.74 lakh had provision of tap water supply in
their homes during the launch of the mission n August, 2019, which has mereased to 25,61 lakh HHs
(24.23%) =0 far, About Rs 11,000 Crore has been allocated as Central grant to the State under Jal
Jeevan Mission i 2022-23. Further, Rs 1,774 Crore is available to the State as 15 Fmance
Commission tied grant to RLEsf PRIz for drinking water and sanitation. The State plans to provide tap
watet connections to 32,64 lakh rural households m 2022-23, for which the Annual Action Plan has
been approved by the Ministry of Jal Shakti,

The MP: shared thelr views and concerns about the progress of works I their respective
constitnencies, quality of works which needs immediate attention, quality of water supply to be
improved, regular water supply, involvement of local community especially Gram Fanchayat! Village
Water & Sanitation Committees starting from planning, implementation and monitoring to ensure the
quality of works, topmost priotities to be accorded for sistaimabilty of the source for smaller

schemes, proper water allocation for multi village schemes/ major projects, etc. In addition, they also
highlighted issues like mismatch between number of households in the plan vs field, work not
initiated in most of the villages, non-finalization of district action plans, speedy planning for the
inaccessible areas where individual tap connections seem to be very difficult especially in desert areas
of Jaisalmer, Barmer, Jodhpur, Pali, etc.

The MPs also urged the State Government to ensure participation of all Members of Parliament
starting from planning to monitoring for effective and quality implementation of mission so that the
goal of this ambitious programme is achieved. It was also unanimously shared that every work site
must have display board at conspicuous locations giving details of the water supply work including
the cost estimate, no. of tap connections to be provided, contact details of the vendor, PHED engineer,
GP/ VWSC chairperson, etc. It was also suggested that both for running as well as final bill payment,
joint inspection to be made by the third party agency along with the representative of GP/
VWSC. There was a demand for making provision of water supply for livestock as Rajasthan has the
highest cattle population in the country. They also emphasized the need for certification of ‘Har Ghar
Jal’ villages by convening Gram Sabhas and taking resolution that every household as well as the
public institution of the village has been provided with tap water supply.

Additional Chief Secretary, PHED, Rajasthan thanked all the participants for their valuable
suggestions and assured that the State team will work with renewed energy and enthusiasm to ensure
every rural household in the State is provided tap water supply.
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Union minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat reviews Jal Jeevan Mission in
Rajasthan

29042022
Mew Delhd, Apr 26 The Unicn Jal Shakti Wfinister, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat chaired a teview
meating on JTal Jeevan Missicn (JIM) today in Jaipur with 17 Members of Patliament (Ps) of
R aj asthan and PHED officials to sxpaditz the implamentation of the mission in the State.
Al Bxeeutive Engineers! Superintendent Enginsers were connected wirtually, The meeting began with
a weleome address by ACS, PHED, Rajasthan followsd by a brief presentation by Additicnal
Seeretary and Mission Director, Maticnal Tal Jeevan Mission, who shared the mission overview and
status of impleament aticn of works in the varicus distriets of the State in eomparison with the naticnal
average, He also explained about the status of planning as well as the role of Members of Parli ament
in the implement aticn of the missicn,
Thanking all the Members of Patliament of Fajasthan for their active participation in the day-long
review meeting, the Union Minister, Jal Shakti appreciated their concerns as well as valuable
suggestions o bring improvement in the pace of implementation of mission along with ensuring the
quality of woeks, Mentioning about varions life changing initiatives of the CGowernment of India to
improse the lives of the people asperially the poor & marginalized eommunities ensuring “no cne is
laft cut”, he undarsecesd the importance of Jal Jeevan Mission in the confext of a State like Fajasthan.
Shekhawat mentioned that the eommunity participation and empowesttnent is the soul of the missicn
which will lead to its suceess, Therefors, the State must make all out afforts to inwolve the local
village eommunity in the mission worke starting fromn preparation of “illage Acticn Plan (VAP), He
urgad the State Sosvernment to ensure the participation of all the Members of Patli snent to malke Jal
Teavran Mission a “Tan Andolan’, a pacpla’s mosrement.
Shekhawat appealed o all sendor officers to give primacy to the quality of works by ansuring regular
mspection and taking ecrrective measurss, He assured there will be no dearth of fund from
Gosernment of India and extended all assistanee to ensure the State beeomes “Har Ghar JTal’ in a time-
bound manmer, He further inwited the State PHED Mindster and serdor officers to appecach him
whanevet raquirad ragarding rasclving any issua pattaining to drinking watar supply inthe State,
Lastly, he foeused on improving the drinking water scurees so that water supply to mral households is
not disrupted, He siressed on exploding convergenes by dowetailing varions schemes at village lavel
for soumee sustadnabdlity, wiz, MGNREGS, 15% BC tisd grants, DMIDE, 2te.
In his rematks, Minister, FHED, Eaj asthan menticned about the mosraphical challangs faced b the
State in ensuting sustainable tap water supply and the temoteness of several habitations called
‘dhaanis’, which are smaller in size. He further told that the State neads to improwe the pace of
implementation of the mission while snsuring the quality of worlks.
Onrtof 105,88 lakh miral honsehelds in the Stafe, ondy 11,74 lakh had prowision of tap water supply in
theit homes diring the lanneh of the missicn in Angnst, 2019, which haz inereazed 1o 2351 lakh HHz
(24.23%) so far, About Es, 11,000 Croee has been alloeated as Cantral grant o the State under Jal
Tesvan Mlissicn in 2002-23, Purther, Fs. 1,774 Crore is available to the State as 15 Finanee
Crommdssion tied grant to RLEs! PRI for deinkingwatar and sandtation, The State plans to provide tap
water eonnections to 32,84 lakh rural househeolds in 202223, for which the Anmmal Action Flan has
been approsred by the Ilindstey of Tal Shalti,
Tha MPs shared their wisws and econcermns about the progress of works in their respeetise
constitueneies, quality of works which needs immediate attention, quality of water supply o he
impresred, regular water supply, inwolvement of loeal ecrmunity espeeially Gram Panehavat! Willage
Water & Sanitaticn Commmitteas statting from planning implementaticon and mondtoring o ensuts the
quality of works, topmost priorities to be acccrded for sustainability of the scuree for smaller

schemes, proper water allocation for multi village schemes/ major projects, etc. In addition, they also
highlighted issues like mismatch between number of households in the plan vs field, work not
initiated in most of the villages, non-finalization of district action plans, speedy planning for the
inaccessible areas where individual tap connections seem to be very difficult especially in desert areas
of Jaisalmer, Barmer, Jodhpur, Pali, etc.

The MPs also urged the State Government to ensure participation of all Members of Parliament
starting from planning to  monitor for effective and quality implementation of mission so that the
goal of this ambitious programme is achieved. It was also unanimously shared that every work site
must have display board at conspicuous locations giving details of the water supply work including
the cost estimate, no. of tap connections to be provided, contact details of the vendor, PHED engineer,
GP/ VWSC chairperson, etc. It was also suggested that both for running as well as final bill payment,
joint inspection to be made by the third party agency along with the representative of GP/
VWSC. There was a demand for making provision of water supply for livestock as Rajasthan has the
highest cattle population in the country. They also emphasized the need for certification of ‘Har Ghar
Jal’ villages by convening Gram Sabhas and taking resolution that every household, as well as the
public institution of the village, has been provided with tap water supply.

Additional Chief Secretary, PHED, Rajasthan thanked all the participants for their valuable
suggestions and assured that the State team will work with renewed energy and enthusiasm to ensure
every rural household in the State is provided tap water supply.
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Union Jal Shakti Minister Reviews Implementation of Tal Jeevan Mission in
Rajasthan

Mew Delhi, Apr 28, (Fast Mail Mews):-- The Unicn Jal Shakti Mmnister, Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
chaired a review meeting on Jal Jeevan Mission (JIM) today m Jaipur with 17 Members of Farliament
(MPs) of Rajasthan and PHED officials to expedite the implementation of the mission i the State, All
Executive Enginesrs’ Supetintendent Engineers were connected virtually, The meeting began with a
weloome address by ACS, PHED, Rajasthan followed by a brief presentation by Additional Seoretary
and Mission Director, Mational Jal Jeevan Mission, who shared the mission overview and status of
tnplementation of works i the various districts of the State n comparison with the naticnal average,
He also explained about the status of planning as well as the role of Members of Patliament i the
nplementation of the mission,

Thanking all the Members of Parliament of Rajasthan for their active participation in the day-long
teview meeting, the Union Minister, Jal Shakti appreciated thelr concerns as well as valuable
suggestions to bring improvemnent m the pace of mplementation of mission along with ensuring the
quality of works, Mentioning about varicus life changing initiatives of the Sovernment of dia to
mprove the lives of the people especially the poor & margmalized communities ensuring ‘no one is
left cut’, he underscored the importance of Jal Jeevan Mission i the context of a State like Rajasthan,
Shekhawat menticned that the community participation and empowerment is the soul of the mission
which will lead to itz success, Therefore, the State noust make all out efforts to mvolve the local
village community in the mission works starting from preparation of Village Action Flan (VAF). He
urged the State Sovernment to ensure the participation of all the Members of Farliament to make Jal
Jeevan Mission a “Jan Andolan’, a people’s movernent,

Shekhawat appealed to all senicr officers to give primacy to the quality of wotks by ensuring regular
mspection and taking cortestive measures. He assured there will be no dearth of find from
Grovernment of India and extended all assistance to ensure the State becomes ‘Har Ghar Jal” i a time-
bound manner. He further mvited the State FHED Minister and senior officers to approach him
whenevet required regarding resolving any issue pertaining to drinking water supply in the State,

Lastly, he fooused on improving the drinking water sources so that water supply to rural households is
not disrupted, He stressed on exploring convergence by dovetailing various schemes at village level
fior source sustainability, viz. MONEREGS, 15th FC tied grants, DMDF, ete,

In his remnatks, Minister, PHED. Rajasthan mentioned about the seosraphical challense faced by the
State mn ensiring sustainable tap water supply and the remoteness of seweral habitations called

‘dhaanis’, which are smaller in size, He further told that the State needs to improve the pace of
oplementation of the mission while ensuringe the quality of works,

Cut of 108,6% lakh rural households in the State, only 11.74 lakh had provision of tap water supply
their homes during the launeh of the mission n Auenst, 201%, which has mereased to 25,61 lakh HHs
(24.23%) so far, About Rs 11,000 Crore has been allocated as Central grant to the State under Jal
Jeevan Mission m 202223 Further, Bs 1774 Crore i3 available to the State as 15th Finanee
Commissicn tied srant to BLEs/ PRIz for diinkinge water and sanitation The State plans to provide tap
water connections to 32,84 lakh rural households in 202223, for which the Annual Action Flan has
been approved by the Ministry of Jal Shakti

The MPs shared their views and concerns about the progress of works in their respective
constituencies, quality of works which needs immediate attention, gualitv_of water supply to be
improved, reoular water supply, involvement of local community especially Gram Panchayat/ Villase
Walter & Sanitation Committees starting from planning, implementation and monitoring to ensure the
quality of works, topmost priorities to be accorded for sustainability of the source for smaller
schemes. proper water allocation for multi village schemes/ major projects. etc. In addition. they also
hichlighted 1ssues like mismatch between number of households in the plan vs field. work not
initiated in most of the villages, non-finalization of district action plans, speedy planning for the
naccessible areas where individual tap connections seem to be very difficult especially in desert areas
of Jaisalmer, Barmer, Jodhpur, Pali, ete.

The MPs also urged the State Government to ensure participation of all Members of Parliament
starting from planning to momtoring for effective and guality implementation of mission so that the
opal of this ambitious programme is achieved. It was also unanimously shared that every work site
must have display board at conspicuous locations eivine details of the water supply work including
the cost estimate, no. of tap connections to be provided, contact details of the vendor, FHED engineer,
GP/ VWSC chairperson, etc. It was also sugeested that both for running as well as final bill pavment,
joint inspection to be made by the third party agency along with the representative of GP/
VWSC. There was a demand for making provision of water supply for livestock as Rajasthan has the
highest cattle population in the country. Thev also emphasized the need for certification of *Har Ghar
Jal’ villages bv convening Gram Sabhas and taking resolution that every household as well as the
public institution of the village has been provided with tap water supply.

Additional Chief Secretary, PHED. Rajasthan thanked all the participants for their valuable
sugeestions and assured that the State team will work with renewed energy and enthusiasm to ensure
every rural household in the State 1s provided tap water supply.
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