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Rohini lake to
be revamped
as tourist spot

An artist's impression of the redeveloped lake area

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Rohini lake project in northwest
Delhi isexpected to be completed in the next eight
months and will be commissioned within one
month after completion. The lake is one of the 23
waterbodies the Delhi government is tryingto re-
juvenate. The lake area will be developed as a
landscaped tourist spot that can act as a source of
recreation for visitors, the government stated.

Water minister and Delhi Jal Board chairman
Satyendar Jain visited the lake, which is in Sector
25, Rohini, on Saturday to review the progress of
various units that are being constructed. “Visited
Rohini STP where hugelakes & green areas spread
over 80 acres are being constructed. Total 8 lakes
will receive 68 MLD treated water from STP. This
will help recharge the groundwater levels. The Ar-
vind Kejriwal government planstodevelop itasan
adobe of recreation,” Jain tweeted later:

‘The government said in a statement that the
project is broadly based on sewage water remedi-
ation and lake development. The Rohini lake,
along with the STP, is situated in a complex of 100
acres of land where the sewage treatment plant
occupies 20 acres while lakes and green areas are
being developed on 80 acres, it said.

Wastewater will be treated in the STP withaca-
pacity of 15 MGD and the treated effluent will be
further polished using suitable treatment techno-
logies, after which it will be released into the lake.
The completion of the project will ensure that un-
derground aquifers improve, benefiting the ecolo-
gical growth in the region, the government stated.

After the project gets completed, the lake will
also boast of a primary pedestrian, a secondary
pedestrian and a jungle trail with a 4.5-metre
pathway that will run through the middle of the
lake. The government will plant alarge number of
treesas partof the project, which willalsohavefa-
cilities like parking spaces, cafeteria, children’s
park, entrance plaza, grand stepped plaza, etc.

Alongwith this, a stepped water garden, water
aleoves, and an outdoormuseum that will narrate
the story of water harvesting in India will also be
set up at the lake site, the government said. The
Rohini lake avenues could be utilised by people
for picnic gatherings, outings, morning and eve-
ning walks, physical exercises, sports, sight-see-
ingand leisure, it added.

“Thelake project has been designated as a key
project and officials concerned have been asked
tocomplete iton time,” the government stated
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Yamuna short of water, says DJB,
asks Haryana to ramp up supply

Paras Singh

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Amid extreme
weather condlitions and an ongo-
ing heatwave in Delhi, the water
level in the Yamuna has gone
down, with the shortage resulting
in supply cuts in some parts of the
Capital and forcing the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) to seek release of
additional water in the river from
neighbouring Haryana.

A senior DJB official said the
water level at Wazirabad pond on
Saturday fell below the normal
level of 674.5 feet, toa “critical low
of 673.7 feet”.

“Even the raw water flow
through carrier lined canal (CLC)
and Delhi sub branch (DSB) (two
canals that carry water from Hary-
ana to Delhi) is currently fluctuat-
ng... This has affected the lifting of
120 cusec of water from Wazira-
bad pond due to low pond level.
This can affect water production
adversely,” said an SOS sent by
DIBto the Haryana irrigation
department on Saturday.

The communication, a copy of
‘which HT has seen, asked the Har-
yana government to supply addi-
tional 150 cusec of raw water
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through the Yamuna to ensure
that 120 cusec of raw water
reaches Wazirabad pond, noting
that the city’s water requirement is
higher due to the pandemic and
peak summer. [t asks Haryana to
release additional water till mon-
soon, when the water level picks
up in the Yamuna.

Haryana government officials
did not respond to requests seek-
ing acomment.

A water deficient state, Delhi
already faces a shortfall of more
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than 380 million gallons of water
daily (MGD).

The Delhi government’s eco-
nomic survey 2021-22 said the total
requirement of water was around
1,380 MGD in 2021. The state has
targeted a peak water supply of
998MGD under its summer action
plan for the year.

With the volume of water flow-
ing through the Yamuna, CLC and
DSB canals low, DJB officials said
that maintaining the water pro-
duction level at water treatment
plants (WTP) at Chandrawal,
Wazirabad, Nangloi, Haiderpur
and Dwarka is under threat.

Additionally, the Haiderpur
WTP, the largest in the city which
supplies almost a quarter of
Delhi’'s water supply, is facing
operational problems. DJB, in a
statement on Saturday, said the
Haiderpur plant’s production has
been low for the past few days due
to “excessive floating material”
choking its filter beds.

“We have started the cleaning of
filter bed without compromising
on the production. Production
should become normal by May 1
evening. DJB is endeavouring to
rationalise the water supply but
water will be available at low pres-

sure till the situation improves in
parts of northwest Delhi, west
Delhi, parts of south Delhi and the
command area of Deer Park,” the
statement said.

Water woes in parts of city
Meanwhile, parts of the city have
faced shortages over the last week.
The Vasant Vihar Welfare Asso-
ciation took to social media to flag
water shortage for the last three
days at the colony. Some parts of
the south Delhi neighbourhood
received some water on Saturday.
Suresh Goel, a resident of Vas-
ant Vihar, said they received water
for ashort while on Saturday. “We
have been facing supply issues for
aweek, but the problem gotacute
over the last three days,” he said.
Shahbaz Singh, a resident of
west Delhi’s Rajouri Garden, said a
similar situation prevails in the
area’s J-12 block where “taps have
been running dry for three days™.
Priyanka Aggarwal, who livesin
south Delhi's Deoli, said residents
in her area have been facing water
shortage for thelast four days.
“DIBshould ensure that there s
water for at least an hour aday. We
are suffering due to the shortage of
in this weather,” she added.
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Rohini lake project to be
completed in 8 months

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

APROJECTtodevelop aparkand
recharge the lake at Rohini with
treated wastewater from the
nearby Rohini sewage treatment
plant (STP)is set to be completed
inaround eight months, accord-
ing to the Delhi Jal Board (DJB).

The park and the Rohini lake
will together cover an area of 80
acres in Rohini's Sector 25. “Eight
lakes will receive and recharge
68 MLD (million litres per day)
of treated water from the STP..,”
‘Water Minister Satyendar Jain
said on Saturday. The project is
expected to help recharge
groundwater and reuse treated
wastewater.

After wastewater s treated in
the STP, the treated effluent will
be further polished to achieve a
biochemical oxygen demand
(BOD) level of 3 mg/litre. In-situ
measures like natural wetlands
will be used for further treat-
ment of the effluent, which will
then be released into the lake.
According to an analysis report
from the Delhi Pollution Control
Committee for March, treated
water released from the Rohini
STPdid not meet standards with
regard to BOD, chemical oxygen
demand, total suspended solids,
ammoniacal nitrogen and dis-
solved phosphates.

The project is likely to im-
prove the underground aquifers,
according to a communication
from the DJB.

The project, which is part of
the Delhi government's ‘City of
Lakes’ project, will be completed

Photo tweeted by Water Minister Satyendar Jain indicates
the govt's plan for the project

in eight months. Lakes and wa-
ter bodies are being rejuvenated
across the city as part of the proj-
ect. Workis being taken upon 23
lakes and 250 water bodies un-
derit.

The aim behind the project
at Rohini is to also turn the area
into a “tourist spot” which will
be a source of recreation, ac-
cording to the D]B. Trees will be
planted in the area, and the lakes
will have pedestrian pathways

and jungle trails. A children’s
park, parking spaces, and a cafe-
teria are on the anvil. A ‘water
garden’ along with an outdoor
museum onwater harvestingin
the country will be set up near
the lakes.

The smaller lakes that willbe
part of the complex will include
one with natural wetlands, a fish
pond, an aeration lake, and an-
other one that can remove nutri-
ents from rainwater runoff.
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Amid heatwave, IMD asks
people not to venture out

CITY BUREAU
Hyderabad

With the heatwave sweep-
ing across several districts
of Telangana, the Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD) - Hyderabad has is-
sued a warning asking the
public not to venture out
during afternoons, espe-
cially from 12 pm to 3 pm.
Advising people to avoid
exposure to heat, the IMD
said the maximum tempera-
tures were likely to range
from 42 degrees Celsius to
47 degrees Celsius in most
parts of the State from Sat-
urday till Monday.
Heatwave  conditions
were likely to prevail in
pockets of Adilabad, Kum-
ram Bheem  Asifabad,
Mancherial, Nirmal, Nizam-
abad, Jagtial, Rajanna Sir-
cilla, Karimnagar and
Pedappally districts, ac-
cording to an Impact Based
Heat Wave forecast issued
by the IMD on Saturday, a
copy of which has been
shared with the Chief Secre-
tary, State Disaster Manage-

Heatwave conditions were likely to prevail in pockets of Adilabad,
Mancherial, Nirmal and other districts. —Photo: Anand Dharmana

ment Authority Relief Com-
missioner and District Col-
lectors. As for the city, the
IMD’s seven-day forecast
has indicated that the maxi-
mum temperature could be
in the range of 41 degrees
Celsius to 42 degrees Cel-
sius. Saturday saw an aver-
age maximum temperature
of 41.7 degrees Celsius in the
city, while Friday had
recorded 41.2 degrees Cel-
sius. This was a departure of
more than two degrees from
normal. On the other hand,

even as the temperatures
are on the rise, IMD has also
said the State was likely to
receive light to moderate
rain or thundershowers
over the next five days. The
IMD, which said the heat
‘was tolerable’ for the gen-
eral public, added that it
would be a ‘moderate health
concern’ for vulnerable sec-
tions like infants, elderly
people and those with
chronic diseases. It also ad-
vised people consume lig-
uid diets.
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Hottest April in 122 years
for northwest, central India

NEW DELHI:

Northwest and central India
experienced their hottest
April in 122 years with aver-
age maximum temperatures
reaching 35.9 and 37.78 de-
grees Celsius respectively,
the weather office said on
Saturday.

Addressing a press con-
ference, India Meteorologi-
cal Department Director
General Mrutyunjay Moha-
patra said northwest and
west central parts of the
country - Gujarat, Ra-
jasthan, Punjab and Haryana
-will continue to experience
above normal temperatures
in May as well.

Nights would be warmer
in May in most parts of the
country, except some re-
gions of south peninsular
India, Mohapatra said.

The average tempera-
tures observed pan-India
for April was 35.05 degrees,
which was the fourth high-

IMD to start services in 50 cities

NEW DELHI: On the lines
of Urban Meteorological
Services for Delhi-NCR,
the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on Sat-
urday announced to start
similar services for 50
cities in a year's time.
Speaking about the urban
heat island effect and
how advance warnings
about the local area
weather conditions vis-A-
vis urban landscape can

est in 122 years, he said.
“The average rainfall in May
2022 over the country is
most likely to be above nor-
mal," Mohapatra said.
However, parts of north-
west and northeast India as
well as the extreme south-
east Peninsula are expected
to get below normal rainfall
in May, he said. The high
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help people be better pre-
pared in their own areas,
IMD director general Mru-
tyunjay Mohapatra said,
"IMD had started Urban
Meteorological Services
for Delhi that gives lo-
calised readings. We plan
to start similar service for
50 more stations in one
year." This will help the
authorities concerned and
the general public to take
informed decisions.

temperatures in March and
April were attributed to
"continuously scanty rain-
fall activity", he said.

In March, northwest
India recorded a deficit in
rainfall of around 89 per
cent, while the deficit was
nearly 83 per cent in April,
mainly on account of feeble
and dry disturbances. p1i
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‘Megadrought’ takes Lake Me

Water levels in the US’ largest reservoir, serving 40 million
Americans, have dropped to a historic low.
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ad to all-time low

WASHINGTON

Due to a megadrought grip-
ping the western US, the
water levels at Lake Mead,
the country’s largest reser-
voir serving 40 million
Americans, have dropped to
a historic low. An original
intake valve of the reservoir
that began supplying Ne-
vada customers in 1971 was
exposed for the first time.
“It’s official — the top of
Intake No 1 is now visible
and the low lake level pump-
ing station is now opera-
tional,” the Southern Ne-
vada Water Authority said

ina tweet. The low lake level
pumping station is a backup
system completed by the
water authority in 2020 that
draws water from deep lake
areas to feed thirsty cus-
tomers downstream. As of
Friday, the water level of
Lake Mead is 1,055.19 feet
above sea level, which is
173.81 feet below full pool of
1,229 feet above sea level.
“When the lake hit 1,060
(feet above sea level), that's
when you could start to see
the top of the intake number
one,” Bronson Mack from
the Southern Nevada Water
Authority told ‘CNN’.

Hoover Dam, completed in
1936 during the American
Great Depression, created
Lake Mead by damming the
Colorado River.

Itis one of the largest man-
made lakes in the world on
the Arizona-Nevada border,
25 miles east of Las Vegas,
according to Atlas.com. The
dam generates electricity for
parts of Arizona, California
and Nevada, producing on
average about 2,074
megawatts, which is enough
electricity for about 8 million
people, according to the
Western Area Power Ad-
ministration. ians
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Govt. to develop Rohini as ‘abode of lakes

Rohini Lake is among 23 waterbodies to be revived under government project

SPECIAL CORRESPONDEN
NEW DELHI
Water Minister and Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) chairman Sa-
tyendar Jain on Saturday vi-
sited Rohini Lake to review
the progress of various units
being constructed in line
with the Delhi government’s
objective of transforming the
Capital into “a city of lakes”.
The government plans to
develop Rohini as an “abode
of lakes and recreation”
within eight months.

On Saturday, Mr. Jain di-
rected the officials con-
cerned to modify the struc-
tures S0 that  the
underground water recharge
can be maximised using
cost-effective methods and
healthy ecological condi-
tions can be maintained.

A total of eight lakes will
receive and recharge 68 MLD
of treated water from the Ro-
hini STP, the government
said.

The Rohini Lake project is

one of the 23 lakes to be re-
vived in the Capital and has
also been designated as a key
project by the Delhi
government.

The lake is situated in a
complex of 100 acres of land
where the Rohini STP occu-
pies 20 acres, while lakes
and green areas are being
developed across 80 acres.

The wastewater will be
treated in the STP with a ca-
pacity of 15 MGD and the
treated effluent will be furth-

er polished using suitable
treatment technologies, af-
ter which it will be released
into the lake.

The government'’s ‘City of
Lakes’ project has two focus
areas: lakes and other water-
bodies. The project aims at
creating multiple water re-
servoirs to arrest urban
flooding and avoid choked
drains. In the first phase of
development, 250 water bo-
dies and 23 lakes will be ta-
ken up by the government.
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Govl plans to develop Rohini
area as ‘abode of lakes’: Jain

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
government plans to develop
Rohini area as an “abode of
lakes and recreation” and the
work will be completed in eight
months, Water Minister Satyen-
dar Jain said on Saturday.

Jain, also Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) Chairman, on Saturday
visited Rohini Lake, situated in
Sector 25, Rohini, and reviewed
the progress of various units
that are being constructed, offi-
cials said.

“The revival of lakes and
water bodies project is on the
Kejriwal governments list of
priorities, and time and again,
directions have been given to
officials to complete them all on
time,” he was quoted as saying in
a statement issued by the DJB,

He directed the officials to
modify the structures in order
to maximise the underground
water recharge with cost-effec-
tive methods as well as maintain
the ecological conditions.

Later, Jain tweeted: “Vis-
ited Rohini Sewage Treatment
Plant, where huge lakes and
green areas spread over 80 acres
are being constructed. A total
of eight lakes will receive and
recharge 68 MLD of treated
water from STP after polish-
ing to a biochemical oxygen
demand (BOD) 3 level. The
Kejriwal government plans to
develop the area as an “abode
of lakes and recreation”

The work will be completed
in eight months, he said.

The government is work-
ing extensively to realise the
dream of making Delhi a ‘City
of Lakes. This project has two
focus areas: the lakes and other
water bodies. In the first phase
of development, 250 water bod-
ies and 23 lakes will be taken up
by the government. The pur-

pose of the project is to cre-
ate multiple water reservoirs
to arrest urban flooding and
avoid choked drains, the state-
ment said.

The government is work-
ing to enhance the aesthetic
value of the landscape through
the natural revivalism of water
bodies and by restoring the flora
and fauna around them, it said.

Theentire project is broadly
based on sewage water reme-
diation and lake development.

This Rohini Lake will be
constructed on 80 acres of land
and will be used for a variety of
environment-friendly purposes.
The Delhi Water Minister’s pri-
mary focus is on developing the
lake area as a landscaped tourist
spot that can act as a source of
recreation for visitors, it added.

The Rohini Lake project is
expected to be completed in an

eight-month time frame and
will be commissioned within
one month after completion,
the statement said.

The lake project will also
include a primary pedestrian, a
secondary pedestrian and a jun-
gle trail with a 4.5-m pathway
that will run through the middle
of the lake. Numerous trees and
plants will be part of the project,
notjust to give it a complete aes-
thetic look but also to allow the
visitors to get closer to nature.
It will also be accompanied by
world-class facilities like parking
spaces, cafeteria, children’s park,
entrance plaza, grand stepped
plaza, etc, it added. Along with
this, a stepped water garden,
water alcoves, and an outdoor
museum that will narrate the
story of water harvesting in
India will also be set up at the
lake site, the DJB said.
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Govt to develop Rohini
area as ‘abode of lakes’

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

The Delhi Government plans
to develop Rohini area as
an "abode of lakes and recre-
ation" and the work will be
completed in eight months,
Delhi Water Minister Satyendar
Jain said on Saturday. Jain vis-
ited Rohini Lake situated in
Sector 25, Rohini, and reviewed
the progress of various units
that are being constructed.
Jain has directed the offi-
cials to modify the structures in
order to maximise the under-
ground water recharge with
cost-effective methods as well
as maintain the ecological con-
d i t i o n s .
Later, Jain tweeted: "Visited
Rohini Sewage Treatment
Plant, where huge lakes and
green areas spread over 80
acres are being constructed. A
total of eight lakes will receive

and recharge 68 MLD of treat-
ed water from STP after pol-
ishing to a biochemical oxygen
demand (BOD) 3 level.

The Kejriwal Government
plans to develop the area asan
"abode of lakes and recre-
ation." The work will be com-
pleted in eight months, he
said.

The entire project is broad-
ly based on sewage water
remediation and lake develop-
ment. According to Delhi Jal
Board, this Rohini Lake will
be constructed on 80 acres of
land and will be used for a vari-
ety of environment-friendly
purposes.

The Delhi Water Minister's
primary focus is on developing
the lake area as a landscaped
tourist spot that can act as a
source of recreation for visitors.
The Rohini Lake project is
expected to be completed in an

eight-month time frame and
will be commissioned within
one month after completion,
the statement said.

The lake project will also
include a primary pedestrian,
a secondary pedestrian and a
jungle trail with a 4.5-m path-
way that will run through the
middle of the lake.

Numerous trees and plants
will be part of the project, not
just to give it a complete aes-
thetic look but also to allow the
visitors to get closer to nature.
It will also be accompanied by
world-class facilities like park-
ing spaces, cafeteria, children’s
park, entrance plaza, grand
stepped plaza, etc, it added.

Along with this, a stepped
water garden, water alcoves,
and an outdoor museum that
will narrate story of water har-
vesting in India will also be set
up at the lake site, the DJB said.
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Rohini to get facelift as abode of lakes and recreation

Water Minister Satyendar Jain
reviewing work progress at the
Rohini Lake in Sector 25 | exress

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @nNewDelri

THE government plans to develop
Rohini area as an “abode of lakes
and recreation” and is expected to
be completed in an eight-month
time frame said Water Minister
Satyendar Jain on Saturday.

Jain, who holds charge of Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) Chairman as well,
visited Rohini Lake, situated in
Sector 25 and reviewed the
progress of various units that are
being constructed, officials said.

“The revival of lakes and water
hodies’ project is one of the priori-
ties for the government, and time
and again, directions have been
given to officials to complete them
all on time,"” he said.

He directed the officials to mod-
ify the structures in order to max-
imise the underground water re-
charge with cost-effective methods
as well as maintain the ecology.

Jain tweeted, “Huge lakes and
green areas spread over 80 acres is
being constructed. A totalof eight
lakes will receive and recharge 68
MLD of treated water from STP
after polishing to a biochemical
oxygen demand (BOD) 3 levels.”
The government is working exten-
sively torealise the dream of mak-
ing Delhi a ‘City of Lakes’. This
project has two focus areas, the
lakes and other water bodies. In
the first phase of development, 250
water bodies and 23 lakes will be
taken up by the government. The
purpose of the project is to create
multiple water reservoirs to arrest
urban flooding and avoid choked
drains, the statement said.

The government is working to
enhance the aesthetic value of the
landscape through the natural re-
vivalism of water bodies and by
restoring the flora and fauna
around them, it said.
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