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For groundwater recharge, 46
lakes to be revived in a year

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: In the next 12
months, almost 50 waterbodi-
es will be rejuvenated by the
Delhi government in the na-
tional capital, which will po-
tentially push up the fast-de-
pleting water table.

Delhi Jal Board said that
as part of the ‘City of Lakes’
project, work is going on at 46
out of the 240 waterbodies
that have been taken up for re-
juvenation. With the vision
that therejuvenation of water
bodies and the creation of la-
kes will help in the enhance-
ment of groundwater rechar-
ge and will contribute to figh-
ting the scarcity of water, the
government launched the pro-
jeet in 2018 with a budget allo-
cation of Rs 376 crore.

DJB has taken up the initi-
ative at a total cost of Rs

605.4crores. Tenders have al-
ready been called for 237 water
bodies. The ‘City of Lakes’
project focuses on the lakes
and other water bodies.

According to the depart-
ment, works are already awar-
ded for 56 waterbodies. The
work at 46 sites is likely to be
completed in 12 months in a
phased manner. The project
aims to create multiple water
reservoirs to arrest urban floo-
ding and avoid choked drains.
During the work on the lakes
and other waterbodies, the go-
vernment is giving special at-
tention toenhancing the lands-
cape’s aesthetic value by resto-
ringfloraandfaunaaroundthe
waterbodies being restored.

At many waterbodies, the
government plans the best
landscaping possible, and in
some cases, there isa pedestri-
an walkway, jogging track,
and other things.
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Toxic water adds to
city’s summer misery

Board fails to address drinking water shortage

ANVESH REDDY | DC
HYDERABAD, MAY 1

Summer comes along
with its myriad issues
and civic authorities,
known for their lethar-
gy, are allegedly paying
no attention to key
issues faced by
denizens. Even as the
city is facing acute
drinking water short-
age, it is said that offi-
cials of the Hyderabad
Metropolitan Water
Supply & Sewerage
Board (HMWS&SB) are
not responding to com-
plaints of short supply
of drinking water and
supply of contaminated
water from all corners
of the city.

ONE OF the most
common issues in the
city is bad odour that
comes with the water.

Despite repeated
requests, the authori-
ties are allegedly not
waking up to reality
quickly enough. For
instance, the manager
of Fateh Khan Bazaar
in Chanchalguda divi-
sion is yet to respond to
a complaint about con-
taminated water supply
in the area three days
ago, raised by Naveed
Khan via Twitter. Local
residents claimed the
issue had been persist-
ent for more than a
week, while K. Naveen,

manager, engineering,
Chanchalguda section,
HMWS&SB, said he was
not aware of any such
complaint.

One of the most com-
mon issues in the city is
bad odour that comes

with the water.
Residents of
Chandanwadi in

Goshamahal complain
of bad smell and dirt in
drinking water. “This
has been the case for
several years now,” said
U. Nomula, a homemak-
er.Similarly, Rajesh
Koule, a resident of
Ferozguda in
Bowenpally, said despite
the water board officials
inspecting the place
more than 15 days ago,

the issue of sewerage
water contaminating
drinking water was yet
to be resolved. This had
been going on for
around two months now,
he complained.

Maqgbool Khan, a resi-
dent of Karmika Nagar
in Yousufguda, said the
officials had been post-
poning the replacement
of a new pipeline in his
area due to lack of
funds.

“Over 50 houses have
been severely affected
due to the contamina-
tion with direct injec-
tion of sewerage in
drinking water pipes.
The authorities cited
lack of funds for the
delay.”
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Modi making Bhagirath efforts to save water:

Khattar

MPOST BUREAU

CHANDIGARH: Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar on Sunday said that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is making Bhagirath-like efforts
to save every single drop of
wer,

“Just as Bhagirath with his
dedicated efforts had brought
the river Ganga from the Heav-
ens to the Earth, similarly
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
by launching Amrit Sarovar

Haryana CM Manohar Lal Khatter
launches Amrit Sarowar Mission
at Sonipat in Haryana on Sunday

Mission has also made Bhagi-
rath-like efforts to save Ponds,”
said Khattar after launching
the State-Level Amrit Sarovar
Mission during a programme
organized at Nahra village in
Sonipat district on Sunday.

He said that water is
the core of healthy land and
we would not like to give bar-
ren land without water to our
next generation. After reach-
ing the event, the Chief Minis-
ter launched the Amrit Sarovar
Mission with the coconut

breaking ritual at the village
Gangeshwar Sarovar. Con-
gratulating the workers on
International Labour Day, the
Chief Minister also contributed
through ‘Shramdar.

While addressing the
public representatives who had
joined the Amrit Sarovar Mis-
sion programme organized
at 111 places across the state
I]1mugh video conferencing,
Khattar said that Modi,while
understanding the basic man-
tra that ‘Water is Life; has

launched a mission to save the
ponds across the country.
Chief Minister Mano-
har Lal Khattar said that ear-
lier people used to dig ponds
themselves. But for a long time,
people did not pay attention to
the cleanliness of the ponds,
due to which the ponds became
polluted. With the passage of
time, waste coming out of vari-
ous sources started flowing into
these ponds. The water of the
ponds started overflowing but
from today we have taken the

initiative to resolve this prob-
lem, said Manohar Lal Khat-
tar. The Chief Minister said
that there are 18,000 ponds in
Haryana, out of which 4000
are filled with rainwater, while
6000 are filled with water for
animal use and 8000 ponds are
filled with dirty water, which
will be treated.

Under the Amrit Sarovar
Mission, firstly 8000 ponds of
Haryana will be renovated by
August 15, of which work has
been started on 1600 ponds.
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Rising heat, scanty rain hit Kangra water schemes
b27 schemes affected as water discharge from sources reduced considerably

Lawrr MoHAN
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
DHARAMSALA, MAY1
High temperatures and lack
rain in the month of April
have started taking toll on
the water supply schemes of
the IPH Department in
Kangra and other lower
areas of Himachal. The offi-
cials of the IPH sounded
alert that in case there was
no rain in the next fortnight
they might have impose
water cuts and people might
have to face water pangs.
Sources here said that as
per the report prepared by
the IPH Department, 527
schemes, which account for
about 5 per cent of total
water schemes in the state,
have been hit as the dis-
charge from the sources in
which they are set up have
reduced considerably. A
majority of the schemes
that have been hit are locat-
ed in lower areas of the state
as Kangra, Una and Hamir-
pur  districts.  These

schemes are those which
are dependent on surface
water after rivers and

streams.

In Dharamsala region
where most of the schemes
are sourced on surface
water including rivers and
streams the officials are
worried about the reduced
discharge from sources.

The  Engineer-in-Chief
IPH Sanjeev Kaul, when

47 CONTINGENCY PLANS

contacted, admitted that
over 500 water schemes
based on surface water have
been hit in the state due to
reduced discharge in rivers
and streams. He, however,
added that the situation was
not alarming for the time
being. In case there were no
rains in the state for another
20 days the situation could
turn bad. The department
was preparing contingency

BEING READIED

Over 500 water schemes
based on surface water
have been hit in the state.
However, the situation was
not alarming for the time
being. In case there were no
rains in the state for another
20 days the situation could
turn bad. The department
was preparing contingency
plans to overcome shortage
that some areas might face.

<< Waterschemes in plains and
lower hills are under pressure.

plans to overcome the drink-
ing water shortage problem
that some areas might face.
The sources here said that
drinking water problem
may arise in lower areas of
Dharamsala such as Fateh-
pur and other areas around
the Pong Dam. In these
areas there was shortage of
water in the scheme. Quali-
ty power was not available
to pump water to the hous-

es. The transformers that
had been set up by IPH
department for  water
schemes have been used
under political influence to
give power connections to
locals. Power load was not
strong enough to run heavy
motors to pump water from
underground schemes to
overhead tanks and then to
houses of people.

The sources here said that
the IPH department has
written  to  Himachal
Pradesh State Electricity
Board many times that
their transformers should
not used for giving private
power connections.

Low discharge in rivers
and rivulets of Kangra dis-
trict is also hitting irrigation.
In Upper areas of Kangra
district  ranging  from
Dharamsala to Palampur the
people are dependent on
kuhls that carry stream
waters to fields. There have
reports of farmers complain-
ing of low discharge in kuhls.
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31353.57crore
planto boost
waterschemes

SHIMLA, MAY1
The state government has
prepared a special plan to
construct buffer storage to
strengthen drinking water
schemes. As a pilot project
the scheme would be initially
implemented in Mandi and
Kullu districts and later repli-
cated in other districts.
Under the scheme, gravity
drinking water would be
accumulated for about three
months. Electricity would
not be used for this process.
Toimplement this project at
ground level, State Level
Scheme Sanctioning Com-
mittee has sanctioned Rs
353.57 crore. Under the
pilot project buffer storage
would be constructed for
strengthening 147 schemes
in nine blocks of Mandi
district — TNS
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Central ~ Ground

Weter Board and the
Weter Resources & Envi-
tonment Directorate of
Punjeb published a repor,
"Groundwater Resources of Pun-
Jab— as on March 31, 2017 in
which tis stated “f the present
rate of extraction continues, the
available groundwaler resources
mey exhaust in 20 to 23 years.”
The explaitation of underground
water resources is eviden {rom
the fact that the number of
blocks in Punjab in which

groundwater has been averex- |

The Tribune- 02- May-2022

Ohunlong-Curationvarieties t conservewater

Cropyielin "G e
Regiond &1l | 75%

Y et 6599

Triennium ending 5208

P

pleted inereased from 33in 1984 |

o109 in 2017 and safe blocks
decreased from 3610 22,

The major user of water is by
the agrieulture sector. Since the

1960s, agriculture has moved |
from subsistence to infensive

farming, The focus has been on
rioeand wheatin orderto ensure
food security. Both have wit
nessed the development and
popularisation of mptoved fech-
nologies. Of these twocrops, ree
has higher irrigation require-
ments andis known as a ‘wfer
guzzler”. From 196566 and 2000-
21, the area under rice in Punjab
increased from 2.93to 3148 lakh
hectares (10,7 times) and produc-
fion rose from 439 lakh fonnes
fo 20883 lakh tonnes (476
times). Simultaneously, the
number of tubewells shot up
from 26,000 to 1482 lakh. This
has put immense pressure on
groundwater resources.

To meet this challenge, water-
saving technologies such as Laser
land leveller, shot-duration rice
varieties (SDVS) and foruattar
direet seeded rice (DSR) have
been developed. The aser eveller
has become populer across the

stateand DSR s picking up. SDVs
are popularin some distrits.
Rice varieties having variable
duration are under culfivation in
Punjab. Among Jong-duration
varieties (LDVs),the most popular
is Pusa 44 — 14% parmal area in
triennium ending (TE) 2020-21).
Pusa 44and ofhers ke Peei Pusa
and Dogar Pusa maturein 160-167
days after seeding, whereas
PRI2 and PRI1B fake 160137
dags, Among SDVs, PRI21, the
most popularone (23 1%area dur-
ing TE 2020-21), takes 140 days to
mature, PRI2G fakes the least
mmber of days (12 and is the
third most popular variefy (128%
area during TE 2020:21). Others
(PRLL, PRIZT, PRI, HER4T)
meture in 134 fo 137 days after
seeding. LDVs need more irmiga-

tions than SDVs, and are more
responsible for the deplefion of
underground water Surveys cor-
ducted by PAU revealed that
LDVs occupied 31-78.7% of par-
mal area during TE 2020-21 in the
distrirtsof Barnela, Moga Bathin-
da, Sangrur Mansa, Ludhiana, Sri
Muktsar Sehib and Paridko, the
highest heing in Barnala.
Sangrur distriet had the lowest
groundwater table (324 metres)in
1018, followed by adjacent Bar-
nala distrief (0.7 metres), These
distriets had the fastest rate of
aroundswater table fall from 1993
to 2018, The predominance of
LDVsin these distriets prompted
us o underiake & comparative
analysis with another set of two
configuous districts (Amritsarand
Tarn Taran) that have a similar

Y £ j
‘SOURCE: STATISTICAL ABSTRACT OF PLNUA AND DEPHRTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND FARNERS WELFARE, PUNIKE

aaappingsystem but acontrasting
water able seenario.

Sangrur and Barnala distriets
arejointly designated as Region-
1. Both have rice & the primary
lharf season crap, oecupying
around 929 of the area. Amritsar
and Tarn Taran districts repre-
sent Region-[l The average
annuial rate of water table fall in
Region-1T from 1998 to 2018 was
almost half (4397 cm) than that
in Region] (103-107 cm).

Rice-wheat is the predominan
copping system oecupying about
0% of the cultivated area in both
regions, The varietel pattems of
wheat and basmati weresimilarin
both regions but that of parmal
was contrasting. In Region,
LDVs were cultivated on 68% of
theparmal areaand SDVs unonly

3% area. In Region-[l, SDVs
occupied 95.0% area and LDVs,
42% Parmers in Region-] probe-
bly believe in the higher yield of
LDVs versus SDVs and conse-
quenly higher economic refums.
The average vield per heclare
(ha)of ot only parmal (878 kg but
lso bosmafi (1,063 kg) and wheat
(43¢ kg)is higher in Region-L. Evi-
dently,the incomes lso higherin
Region ] Oneis tempted foatinib-
ute the higher yield of parmal in
Region-]toLDVs, But the average
yiekd of wheat,basmati and SDVs
ofparmalis also higherin Region-
1 This must be due to the
favourable agro-climatic endow-
ments in Region-1. Therefore, the
adoption of SDVs may ot
adversely atfect the retums from
‘parmal n Region-L

- Some baby steps are proposed
etfons | ATER UNdeF long-duraton vrielles 1 reduee the e ofte with
4edigha  of parmal rce in Punjab the foeus on rice eultivation:
i ¥ Launch a special campaign fo
¥ e Pt
i i Wkprtes  ASogu . ) L
] : saving technologes/practices in
LI gy | o D '
[ ) g Bl agm'ulhmanddlhersedm
| kgt Mg ¥ Promote cultivation of SDVs as
{ b B  these have 15:25% less water
] i requirement than LDVs. The
{ - Bl 16Nanansratr )
{ C Temw O seeel of SDVs may be supglied
| T N freeofonstint kast Sengrur
1 St or Bamala. It will not have
large financial implcations a5
thericeareais small (L lakhha
inSangrurand 1.14lakh hain Bar-
nela during TE 202021) and the
dris qeakorothigh
¥ Though the yield of SDVs is

marginally lower than that of

l. J LDV, the nef income is compa-

Table because of saving in pesti-
cides, labour and water in SDVs.
® Culfivation of SDVs makes rice
strawmanzgement exsieras hese
variefies produce lesser quantty
of straw and also help vacate the

e e ey v

thewindosw between rice harvest-
ingand wheat sowing,
WExpend eoverage of successful-
Iy demonstrated DSR technalo-
gy by focusing the campaign on
the time and method of direct
seeding recommended by PAU
and allaying the concerns of
farmers on weed management
W Siricly implement the Purjab
Preservation of Subsoil Water
Act, 2009, This Act emparwers the
‘government to notify the date o
starfrice ransplantation
Thefutureafnotonly the coming
‘generations butalso of the present
‘young generation i af stake. The
‘main focus has to be on eeating
awareness, This isawakeup call
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