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Indus water talks

between India, Pak
begin in New Delhi

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: India and Pa-
kistan on Monday began
another round of the Per-
manent Indus Commission
meeting that is held an-
nually under the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty (IWT) 1960. The
Indus talks have survived
the freeze in ties as both
countries see it as manda-
torv under the IWT.

According to the minis-
try of external affairs, un-
der the provisions of the
treaty, the two sides are re-
quired tomeet at least once
every year, alternately in
India and Pakistan. The
last meeting, held on
March 23-24, 2021 in New
Delhi, saw discussions on
the exchange of hydrologi-
cal and flood data.

In March, India and Pa-
kistan had reiterated their
commitment to implement
the Indus Waters Treaty in
its true spirit and expressed
the hope that the next meet-
ing of the Permanent Indus
Commission would be held
atanearly date in India.

The last meeting,
held in March in
New Delhi, saw
discussions on
the exchange of
hydrological and
flood data

A five-member Pakista-
nidelegation is hereforthe
talks that will be held over
two days. Both countries
don’t see the Indus talks as
a precursor to a more sub-
stantive engagement be-
tween them. The two coun-
tries last had diplomatic
talks in December 2015,
and while they did manage
to announce a resumption
of dialogue then, the proe-
ess could never really take
off because of the Pathan-
Kot attack.

The two countries have
been exploring options for
restarting dialogue since
the new government took
charge in Pakistan, but Is-
lamabad hasbeen insisting
that India first give a “con-
cession” on the J&K issue.
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Flood situation improves
in Assam, four more die

Altogether, 2,90.749 people remain affected by the flood

MPOST BUREAU

GUWAHATI: The flood situ-
ation in Assam impmvcd on
Monday with all rivers flowing
below the danger mark even as
four persons, including three
children, lost their lives and over
2.90 lakh people continued to
suffer from the deluge across six
districts, an official bulletin said.
With two deaths each from
Nagaon and Cachar, the overall
toll due to the flood and land
slides reached 36, according to
the daily report of the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA).
Altogether, 2,90,749 people
remain affected by the flood in
Cachar, Dima Hasao, Goalpara,
Kamrup (Metro), Morigaon
and Nagaon, it said. However,
all rivers in these districts were
flowing below the danger level.

Nagaon is the
worst hit with over
3.07 lakh people
in distress, followed
by Cachar with
99,060 people
and Morigaon with
40,843 people

A girls wades through o flood-affected area PTI

Nagaon is the worst hit with
over 3.07 lakh people in dis-
tress, followed by Cachar with
99,060 people and Morigaon
with 40,843 people.

Till Sunday, over 4.01 lakh
people remained affected by the
deluge across the six districts in
the state. At least 25,372 people
have taken shelter in 88 relief

camps, while four relief dis-
tribution centres are currently
operational, the bulletin said.

Cachar has the highest num-
ber of inmates at 21,721 in relief
camps, while there are 3,546
people in such temporary facili-
ties in Nagaon.

At present, 401 villages are
still under water and 16,562

hectares of crop areas have been
damaged in the flood-affected
districts of the state.

Embankments, roads,
bridges and other infrastructure
have been damaged by flood-
waters in Cachar, Dima Hasao
and Udalguri.

Altogether, 1,55,269 domes-
tic animals have been affected
due to the flood, according to
the bulletin.
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{ EXPERTS RAISE QUESTIONS }

IMD faces the heat for announcing arrival of
monsoon before its own criteria were met

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Has the monsoon
arrived? Or not? Well, the India
Meteorological Department or
IMD says it has. But IMD’s own
criteria for declaring the onset of
the monsoon say it has not.

Monsoon is declared when
eight stations across Kerala, Lak-
shadweep, and Karnataka, receive
aminimum of 25mm of rain for
two consecutive days. On the day
IMD announced the onset of mon-
soon. Sundav. onlv five did.

It wasn't immediately clear
why IMD jumped the gun but its
head insisted its call was right.

“Even if we don't meet the rain-
fall criteria for the second day, it
doesn’'t make a huge difference.
The criterion was met on Satur-
day which is why onset was
declared. We cannot expect that
the criteria will be met every day,”
said M Mohapatra, director gen-
eral, IMD responding to criticism
by meteorologists on declaring
monsoon onset prematurely.

Experts did not take too
kindlv to IMD's decision. which

MONSOON IS
DECLARED WHEN
EIGHT STATIONS
ACROSS KERALA,
LAKSHADWEEP,
AND K'TAKA GET A
MINIMUM 2.5MM
RAIN FOR 2 DAYS

came only two days after it sug-
gested the onset of the monsoon
over Kerala would be delaved -

this, a few weeks after claiming
the onset would be early.

“The monsoon’s onset over
Kerala is a well-defined event.
The onset criteria are based on
the findings of multiple research
studies spanning over five dec-
ades, which nicely link large-
scale atmospheric conditions of
the monsoon to rainfall occur-
ring over Kerala. Thus, there
should not be any room for sub-
jectivity or assumptions in the
onset declaration,” said inde-
pendent meteorologist Akshay
Deoras. P14
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Hailstorm, heavy

Traffic comestostandstillat manyplaces,asthefrozen
pieces of ice hit windshieldsand motorcyclists

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI, 30 MAY

eavy rains, hail-

storm with mas-

sive thunderstorm

lashed Delhi-NCR
in the evening hours bring-
ing much relief from the soar-
ing temperature and intense
heatwavethat has been keep-
ing city on boil. However,
due to this traffic came to
standstill at many places, as
the frozen pieces of ice hit
windshields and motorcy-
clists.

Today's storm comes
exacthy a week after another
big storm hit the national
capital, uprooting trees and
affecting flight operations. A
western disturbance that is
affecting Northwest India
brought cloudy skies, strong
winds, and rainfall to partsof
Delhi-NCR.

A large number of trees
havebeen reportedly uproot-
ed and electric lines were

e

>
Workers tim
nal inthe Capital on Monday.

disrupted due towhich many
areas witnessed power cut too.

According to the Region-
alWeather Forecasting Cen-
tre (RWEC), Delhi, gustywinds
with a speed of 30-50 kmph
gripped the adjoining areas

of West, North-West, South,
South-West Delhi, the saidin
astatement on Monday (May

a0).

On Sunday also, Delhi
hadreceived lightrain bring-
ing much-needed relieffrom

the intense heat.

The IMD had also issued
a yellow alert for Uttarak-
handon Sundayand Monday
as parts of the state inchud-
ing Uttarkashi, Rudraprayag,
Chamoli, Bageshwar and
Pithoragarh districts are
expected to receive heavy
rain, thunderstorm and strong
winds. Also, the Southwest
monsoon had set in over Ker-
ala on Sunday, three days
ahead of its usual date of
June 1. Kerala hasbeen receiv-
ing rainfall since Samrday
and 10 out of the 14 weath-
ermonitoring stations inthe
state have received more
than 2.5 mm rains, thus ful-
filling the criteria for the
onsetof monsoon, IMD said.

The IMD said in an update
issued on Sunday that no
heatwaveconditions are like-
Iy over the countryforthe next
five days. The maximum tem-
peratureis likelytobe around
42 or 43 degrees Celsius for
the next six days.
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