
OA

t n"1

Rr)

2>fl*k
Resources, River Development & canga Reiuv enaaion Afir.I I. ar.tr

Directions to 'reduce

Law&Justice -reg.

: 07.08.2014

101212013- F}l;irrr vot. ilr
No. 10/2/2013-Coord.

}ITGT gf6.r{
Government of lndia

, il& F+rs 3it{ zi?n d{Hur drrtrq

il$ ftFfr, kdifi: irrrfrT 2014

New Delhi, Dated: August, 2014

? 5 AU6 201d

Government litigation in courts of Ministry of

grq €ilrd F6qr

information and

Ministry of Law & Justice

Department of Legal Affairs

q.

iIFT SflItI;r
Ministry of Water

D<&,)

Esq '

Subject:

ffifua arrurii ff vft qa-m ('d.3ndrrfi arisr$ tg Tsh
ar16rt:

A copy of following papers is enclosed herewith for
guidance:

dgqr (Id, art{s
No. & date

.. .€'0

,. ;1.1^- ec++,
ctr' D.o. 29(9)i2o1a-Judr.

$

frlr* srq 6f
From whom received

0\

W-

IO

1.

3.

U-u-- dc
ld$ra g;an uznl

(Sanjeet Kumar Bhagat)

lrgmr sffi' ($4dq)
Section Officer (Coord.)

lleads oiaii oi-g;niz:iiiors rlticr tlic i\linistry.
,\lI lUtnI H,...,C.;,, .\lr I ):.-'r:i,,:I I I j.11s in ;t,c I,iiriistrv.
{i ua rcl r rlr-



l{|{f, {Ii]fR -,.,,9 
E

frft 3ft qrq qrrcru\:)
ffi od Aqi.r

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF LAW & JUSTICE

DEPARTMENT OF LEGAT AFFAIRS

Dated the 7th August,2014.
D.O.No.29(9)/20 1 4-Jud1.

Dear Secretary,

Ln a meeting chaired by Principal Secretary to the Hon'ble Prime Minister on 3l
July, 2014, the issue relating to instructions to all the Ministries/ Departments/ PSUs/
Boards/ Authorities under adminishative control ol various MinistriesT Departments to
desist from initiating inter-ministerial/ departmental titigation in the Court of Law was
discussed.

2, It has been effort of this Department to reduce Government litigation in courts so
that valuable court time is spent in resolving other pending cases. It has also been
endeavour of the Govemment to see that disputes between various Ministries/
Departments/ PSUs/ Boards/ Authorities under the control of the Government do not go to
the court. ln that direction, a Permanent Machinery of Arbitration is functioning in the
Department of Public Enterprises which deals with disputes betu,een tu,o Public Sector
U:rdertakings. Similarly, in-house mechanism is working in some other Departments of
the Govemment. Such mechanism includes Arbitration and other altemate dispute

.,, resolution mechanism. In spite of these instructions, certain PSUs/ Departments still
_ / resort to court proceedings in settlement of disputes either with the Govemment\- .;i1'.'rr, Departments or uith other PSUs.

I

i.i, ,-' ,tA. On the basis of the 154th llcport of the Public Accounts Committee given in 1974-
l"'l; lf"lS, directions were issued rvhich have been rciterated from time ro time wilh regard to

i.":i' Resolution of such disputes. Thc instructions read asunder:-
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"(i) In so lar as disputes betr.,'een onc Gcrr.ernment Deparlment and another are
concemed. there rrarr ht no qrrestion oi' takiug recoursc to iitigation oi even
arbitration in seekirrg sr:rilcntL-nl c,i pcints at issi_t!-. Il a discussion ar the level of
Ir'linisrers c{-.ncerrle{l d.ous nrrt rL-s'.rit in aqiecrr:cnt tr,r problcm can alrva.,.s be taken
lo th: Caiir,ct for tb:r. rlcci;i,.i:'i-
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Regardless ofthe type ofdispute, it has been decided that all disputes should

be resolved amicably by mutual consultation or ttrough the good offices of
empowered agencies of the Government or ttrough arbination and recourse to
litigation should be eliminated."

4. All Minishies/ Departments are, therefore, requested to desist from inter-
ministeriau departmental litigations in any court of iaw and may issue necessary

{tstruclio|s in this regard to all Public Sector UndertakingV Boards/ Authorities under
their administrative control. In case it is not possible to reiolve the dispute amicably by
mutual consultation or through the good offices of Empowered Agencies of the
Government or ttrougll Arbitration, the same should be referred first to the cabinet
Secretariat an( then if iecessary to pMO.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

(P.K. Malhotra)


