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50,000 Gujarat women
write to Modi for water

PALANPUR (GUJARAT)

North Gujarat’s Karmavad
lake and Mukteshwar dam
issue took an interesting
turn on Sunday after 50,000
women wrote postcards to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, requesting him to in-
clude the water bodies
under the Narmada Com-
mand area.

The people in the
Vadgam constituency have
been agitating for the past
few months after the water
levels in the Karmavad lake
and Mukteshwar dam
dipped and now both are
running dry. People have
been demanding to fill both
these water bodies with
water from Narmada.

The water shortage in the
area has become a major po-
litical issue with leaders
bickering among them-
selves.

Both reservoirs fall under
the Vadgam Assembly con-
stituency where Jignesh
Mevani is the sitting MLA.

People in Vadgam
have been demanding
filling the Karmavad
lake and Mukteshwar
dam with water from
Narmada

He recently launched a slo-
gan, “No water, No Vote”
targeting the ruling party, as
he alleged that the ruling
party was depriving the area
from Narmada water. Call-
ing it a political gimmick,
BJP State unit president C.R.
Patil stated that Mevani was
raising the water issue be-
cause he has realised that he
is going to lose the elections
in December.

“This issue is not of the
last two to three months,
people of this area have
been crying foul for the last
30 years. Even Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi is well
aware about the water
shortage in the Vadgam

area, as the issue was raised
before him when he was the
Chief  Minister,” said
Ramesh Patel, leader of Kar-
mavad & Mukteshwar Jal
Andolan Samiti.

He said, 50,000 women of
125 villages have written
postcards to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, reminding
him about his promise to ad-
dress the issue.

Patel, who is a farmer
also, said that most of these
villages are dependent on
the monsoon and still pas-
toralists contribute Rs 2,000
crore milk to the district co-
operative every year. He
said that if these two reser-
voirs are filled then the
turnover can touch to Rs
10,000 crore. The govern-
ment is calculating water
lifting costs from the Nar-
mada canal.

Patel’s rough estimate is
that even if Rs 500 crore is
to be invested for water lift-
ing to fill these reservoirs,
the State can in one year re-
cover it.” ans
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Monsoon will likely hit Delhi
around Jun 30: Pvt forecaster

NEW DELHI: Monsoon is likely to
arrive in Delhi around June 30
against the expected date of June
27, a private forecaster said on
Sunday. “We are expecting a 2-3
days delay in the arrival of mon-
soonover Delhi. While there may
not be a significant delay, the
present pattern of cloudy skiesand
pre-monsoon rain is likely to cease.
From June 22, westerly dry winds
will blow. We will have to wait for
monsoon winds to establish which
may be likely around June 30,”
Mahesh Palawat, vice president,
climate change and meteorology,
Skymet Weather said.

The India Meteorological
Department, meanwhile, said
monscon has advanced into parts

THE ONGOING
PRE-MONSOON
ACTIVITY OVER
PARTS OF
NORTHWEST INDIA,
AND DELHI WILL
CONTINUE TILL
JUNE 21, IMD

SAID ON SUNDAY

of Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, Jhark-
hand and Bihar,

The ongoing pre-monsoon
activity over parts of northwest
India, and Delhi will continue till

June 21 but dry, hot winds will
affect the region thereafter, IMD
said on Sunday. According to
IMD’s extended range forecast,
moderate rainfall activity over
Delhi and neighbouring areas is
likely between June 24 and 30.
“As you can see, we haven't
said anything about monsoon
onset over Delhi. We do not have
information about Delhi onset as
yet. Pre-monsoon rain will con-
tinue over Delhi and neighbour-
ing areas till June 22 then wind
pattern will once again change to
westerly leading to hot and dry
winds blowing over the region,”
said RK Jenamani, senior scien-
tist, national weather forecasting
centre at IMD. -P6
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Tndia, Bangladesh should
work on river management

Ready to extend assistance in managing flood: Jaishankar

KALLOL BHATTACHER]JEE
NEW DELHI

India and Bangladesh
should work together for
comprehensive  manage-
ment of rivers, External Af-
fairs Minister S. Jaishankar
said here on Sunday. Deliver-
ing opening remarks at the
seventh round of India-Ban-
gladesh Joint Consultative
Commission, Mr. Jaishankar
welcomed his counterpart
A.K. Abdul Momen and ex-
tended India’s assistance in
management of the annual
flood in Bangladesh. He said
the Indian side wished to
work with Bangladesh on Ar-
tificial Intelligence, start-
ups, fintech and
cybersecurity.

“We would also like to
convey our support and soli-
darity at the unprecedented
flooding that we have had in
northern Bangladesh. We
have also had in the north-
east. We are now sharing
flood management data for
an extended period. I would
like to take the opportunity
to convey that if in any con-
crete way, we can be of assis-
tance to you in the manage-
ment of flood and relief
efforts, we would be very
glad to be supportive,” said
Mr. Jaishankar.

The Minister took up the
riparian dimension of bilat-
eral relations with Bangla-

Bilateral ties: Foreign Minister S. Jaishankar meeting his
Bangladesh counterpart A.K. Abdul Momen on Sunday. =pTi

desh, which is the largest
trade partner of India in
south Asia, and said the two
sides shared 54 rivers that
required Delhi and Dhaka to
work together and share
“environmental responsibil-
ity” in areas such as the
Sundarbans.

India and Bangladesh
have resolved border pro-
blems through the Land
Boundary Agreement of
2015, but have been in dia-
logue over the sharing of
multiple rivers that define
the borders and impact lives
and livelihoods on both
sides. Bangladesh, however,
has been particularly keen
on receiving a fair share of
the waters of the Teesta that
flows through the northern
part of West Bengal.

A joint statement issued
after the meeting said the
two teams remain focused
on the “importance of safe,

speedy, and sustainable re-
turn of forcibly displaced
persons from Rakhine State
to Myanmar, currently being
sheltered by Bangladesh”.
Bangladesh has been host-
ing more than a million dis-
placed persons from Rak-
hine, the Rohingya. 2022
marks the fifth year of the
exile of this community.

The visit of Mr. Momen
came weeks after an interna-
tional controversy broke out
with two BJP leaders making
derogatory comments on
the Prophet. Bangladesh,
however, has avoided issu-
ing a direct condemnation of
the remarks unlike several
other countries of the Or-
ganisation of Islamic Coop-
eration (OIC). Officials in
Dhaka had earlier told The
Hindu that Bangladesh did
not want to “trigger” an is-
sue by raising the controver-
sy at the bilateral level.
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Mekedatudamissue unites TN political partiesagainst Cauvery Authority |

AGENCIES
CHEMNNAIL 19JUNE

Political parties of Tamil Nadu
are agitating after the Cauvery
Water Management Author-
ity (CWMA) chairman, SK.
Halder stated thatthe CWMA
would discuss the Mekedatu
dam issue on June 23. Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu, M.K.
Stalin said that a delegation
of Tamil Nadulegislators led
by the state Water Resources
Minister, S. Duraimurugan
would meet the Union Jal
Shakti Minister against the
involvementof CWMA inthe
matter.

The political partiesare of
the opinion that the CWMA
did not have any briefto dis-
cuss the issue which is adis-
pute between Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka and a legal
battle is going on in the
Supreme Court.

e A . .
Stalin lashed out against the
CWMA Chairman and said that
the body does not have any
power to take unilateral deci-
sions when the matter was
pendingbeforethe top court.

State political parties
including the opposition
AIADMEK is of the opinion
that the union government
should not yield to the pres-
sure tactics of the Karnataka
government.

e*"-:-t. "y = : -

Stalin in a statement said
that the Karnataka side has
been making all-out effortsto
reduce the quantum of Cau-
very water given to Tamil
MNadu and that the proposed
damatMekedatuisone of the
major effectsof reducing Cau-
verywaters to Tamil Nadu. The
Chief Minister also said that
this was a big betrayal to the
farmers of Tamil Nadu and that
this was against the federal

principles of the country.

Tamil Nadu side is of the
opinionthat Karnataka con-
structing a damis against the
verdictof the Supreme Court.
The Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister had in a letter to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
mentioned that the Supreme
Court had delivered a judg-
ment on February 16, 2018,
apportioning the waters of
Cauvery amongst the ripar-
ian states.

Political leaders of Tamil
Nadu are of the opinion that
even though the water received
by the state as part of the
Supreme Court ordered appor-
tioning islowbut the state was
managingwithout complaints
to honour the verdict.

The state is of the opinion
that even though thereis aless-
er quantum of water being
delivered from Cauvery, it
needs to be as perthe sched-

ule and any disruption in that
would adversely affect the
farming and that was why
Mekedatu dam issue isturmn-
ing into a very sensitive one
for the state of Tamil Nadu.

TamilNaduand Karnata-
kaareatloggerheads for sev-
eralyears over the Mekedatu
damissue on the share of water
from Cauveryriver. The Meke-
datu dam project estimated
at Rs 9,000 crore, once com-
pleted, is aimed at ensuring
drinking water to Bengaluru
and neighbouring areas and
it can also generate 400 MW
of power.

The proposed Mekedatu
reservoirisestimated to have
acapacityof2,84,000 million
cubic feet (TMC) and as said
earlier the Karnataka gov-
ernment in its budget for the
financial year 2022-23 allocated
Rs 1000 crore this year for
implementing the project.
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Assamfloods claim
62lives;over31Lhit

ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL
GUWAHATI 19 JUNE

Floods and resultant landslides
inAssam have claimed 62 lives
this year so far.

In the last 24 hours, eight
people have died after drown-
ing in flood waters - two each
in Barpeta and Karimganj
districts, one eachin Darrang,
Hailakandi, Nalbariand Sonit-
pur districts and eight peo-
ple are still missing. Accord-
ingtothe Assam State Disaster
Management Authority
(ASDMA}, out of 62 people,
51 peopledied infloodswhile
11 were in landslides so far.

Nearly 31 lakh people of
32 districts - Bajali, Baksa, Bar-
peta, Biswanath, Bongaigaon,
Cachar, Darrang, Dhemaji,
Dhubri, Dibrugarh, Dima
Hasao, Goalpara, Hojai, Kam-
rup, Kamrup (Metro), Karbi
Anglong West, Karimganj,
Kokrajhar, Lakhimpur, Majuli,
Morigaon, Nagaon, Nalbari,
Sivasagar, Sonitpur, Sivasagar,
South Salmara, Tamulpur,
Tinsukia, Udalguri, have
affected in the second wave
of the deluge.

Following the torrential
rains in Assam, Meghalaya,
Arunachal Pradesh and neigh-
bouringcountry Bhutan, the
water level ofall majorrivers
ofthestate are rising and many
rivers areflowing above dan-
ger level marks in several
places. The administration of

-

R

-

the flood-hitdistricts hasset
up 514 relief camps and 302
relief distribution centres
and 1,56,365 people are cur-
rently lodgings in the relief
camps.

Apart from it, many flood-
affected people are taking
shelter on roads, embank-
ments, and high lands after
the flood waters inundated
their homes.In the last 24
hours, therescueteams ofthe
Indian Army, NDRF, SDFR,
Fire and Emergency Services
and district administration
have rescued 9,102 persons
including children, and
women from differentflood-
affected areas in 22 districts.

Assam chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma has
directed all district adminis-
tration that, adequate food
supply should be ensured in
all flood-affected districts
andrelief operations should
not be compromised.




8 more die as
number of areas
inundated in
Guwahati increases

PTI GUWAHATI

he flood situation in the

Northeast looks grim with
Assam and Meghalaya emerg-
ing as the worst-hit. At least 42
people have died and nearly 40
lakh have been affected in
both the States so far. The flood
situation in Assam deteriorat-
ed on Sunday with eight more
people losing their lives and
over 37 lakh people sufferin
across 30 districts, an official
said.

Many new localities have
come under the impact of the
deluge in several districts of the
State and overnight incessant
rain inundated more areas in
Guwahati, officials said.

Given the grim situation,
the Indian Institute of
Technology, Guwahati will help
the Assam Government in sur-
veying the flood affected areas
by using drones developed by
its startup to aid the relief and
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40 lakh hit by Assam, Meghalaya floods

rescue work. According to IIT
officials, the State Government
has reached out to the institute
to seek its expertise in survey-
ing the flood affected areas
using drones to assess the con-
dition in the villages where
road connectivity has been
disrupted due to heavy flow of
water.

According to the latest
updates by the Assam State
Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA), the State
was witnessing floods and
landslides for the last six days,
leaving behind a huge trail of
destruction everywhere,

In the last 24 hours, 32 dis-
tricts, comprising 118 revenue
circles and 4,291 villages, have
reported flooding, it said.
Around 37 lakh people have
been impacted, and 1.56 lakh
of them have taken shelter in
514 relief camps across the
State. Relief materials were
also distributed among people
who are affected by the floods
and have not taken shelter in
relief camps, the ASDMA said.

According to the daily
flood report of the ASDMA,
eight people lost their lives in
various places due to the flood-

Villaers caich fish &t a flooded area after heavy rains, in Nalbari district, in Assam on Sunday il

year's flood and landslides
across the State has gone up to
62, it said. At least 302 relief dis-
tribution centres or points
opened temporarily, it said.
The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) has
been helping the district
administrations evacuate peo-
ple from the flood-hit areas.

Response Force (SDRE), fire
and emergency services per-
sonnel, policemen and
ASDMA volunteers have also
been deployed for rescue oper-
ations. “So far, 20,983 people
have been evacuated by the var-
ious agencies,” the bulletin
said. Incessant rain since
Saturday night wreaked havoc

waters, The death toll in this The State

Disaster

40 lakh hit by..
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“Due to heavy rain in
Upper Assam and flowing of
excess water through the
Brahmaputra, the water leve] of
the river in Guwahati has risen
considerably. Its level is now
above that of its tributary
Bharalu,” he said.

To stop backflow of
Brahmaputra water into the
city, the administration has
closed all the sluice gates on the
Bharalu, the lifeline of
Guwahati city.“This led to
flooding of new areas in the
city. During the last few days,
we were able to pump out
floodwaters to Bharalu, but
today we are not able to do so,”
Sharma said.

Flooding was reported
from Zoo road, RG Baruah
road, Nabin Nagar, Anil Nagar,
Hatigaon, Lachit Nagar, Tarun
Nagar, Jyotikuchi, Ghoramara,
VIP road, Chandmari and
many other areas.Meanwhile,
fresh landslides were reported
from Cachar, Dima Hasao,

Goalpara, Hailakandi, Kamrup
Metropolitan, Karimganj and
South Salmara districts. During
the last 24 hours, the state
recorded an average rainfall of
37.2 mm.

As per the Central Water
Commission bulletin, the
mighty Brahmaputra is flowing
above the danger marks at
Neamatighat in Jorhat, Tezpur
in Sonitpur, Goalpara and
Dhubri towns.Its tributaries
Kopili at Kampur and
Dharamtul in Nagaon district,
Subansiri at Badatighat in
Lakhimpur, Puthimari at NH
Road Crossing in Kamrup,
Pagladia at NT Road Crossin
in Nalbari, Manas at NH Roa
Crossing in Barpeta and Beki
at Road Bridge in Barpeta are
flowing above danger levels.

The Barak river at BP Ghat
in Karimganj, AP Ghat in
Cachar and Matizuri in
Hailakandi, and its tributary
Kushiyara at Karimganj town
are flowing above the danger
levels.

in Guwahati, leading to knee-

deep water logging in many
areas across the city, while
water has touched the chest
level at some places.
Guwahati  Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Devashish Sharma told
reporters that sluice gates on
the Bharalu river have been
shut.
Continued on Page 2
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