GUWAHATI

The flood situation in
Assam improved on Sunday,
although five more persons
died and over 22 lakh people
continued to reel under the
deluge across 25 districts, an
official report said.

According to the daily
bulletin of the Assam State
Disaster Management Au-
thority (ASDMA), five per-
sons, including four chil-
dren, drowned at different
places of Barpeta, Cachar,
Darrang, Karimganj and
Morigaon districts during
the day.

Besides, two are missing
in two districts, it said. The
total number of people los-
ing lives in this year’s flood
and landslides in the state
has now gone up to 126. The
bulletin said over 22,21,500
people were hit due to
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Floods recede in Assam; 5 more die, 22 lakh hit

A man crossing a washed away road using a temporary bamboo bridge in Nagaon district of Assam.

floods in Bajali, Baksa, Bar-
peta, Cachar, Chirang, Dar-
rang, Dhemaji, Dhubri, Di-
brugarh, Goalpara,

Golaghat, Hailakandi, Nal-
bari,  Sonitpur,  South
Salmara, Tamulpur and
Udalguri districts, among

others. Barpeta is the worst
affected with nearly seven
lakh people in distress, fol-
lowed by Nagaon (5.13 lakh

people) and Cachar (over
2.77 lakh people). Urban
flooding has also been expe-
rienced at several places in
Cachar, Dibrugarh and
Morigaon districts. Till Sat-
urday, over 25 lakh people
were impacted by the del-
uge across 24 districts.
Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma on Sunday vis-
ited Silchar in Cachar and
Hajo in Kamrup, and issued
instructions to agencies in-
volved in the relief and res-
cue operations to maximise
their reach, and ensure help
at the earliest. With Silchar
town submerged in flood
waters for a week, Sarma
conceded that administra-
tion has not been able to
reach all the marooned peo-
ple yet. “We are not denying
it,” he said, appealing to peo-
ple to stand by each other
during time of distress. en



pollution and overfishing:A look at the challenges the conference looks to address

THE.CONFERENCE: - -
ITS TIMING AND
IMPORTANCE

Jointly hosted by Portugal and
Kenya, the Ocean Conference
comes at a critical time as the
world is seeking to address
many of the deep-rooted
problems laid bare by the
pandemic. The Ocean matters
to everyone, even if you don't
live by it - it provides the
world with oxygen, food, and
livelihoods. It nurtures
unimaginable biodiversity,
and directly supports human
well-being, through food and
energy resources.

of oxygen we
breathe comes
from the ocean

of the carbon dioxide
produced by humans
is absorbed by it

peoplelivein
low-lying coastal
M zones, anumber
that is expected
to rise to one billion by 2050,
according to UN estimates
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Saving oceans choked by humans

The five-day United Nations Ocean Conference - delayed from April 2020 by the pandemic - starts today in Lisbon and brings
together governments of the world, scientists and NGOs in search of solutions to heal the oceans made sick by climate change,

The worsenin_c}roble at han

Our species has retumed
its dependance on
QOceans by dumping
mountains of plastic
waste into the sea,
emptying it of big fish,
and poisoning coastlines
with toxic chemicals. "If
we don't do the right
thing, we might end up
with a dead ocean...
Think about that - Oh
man, it's scary.”

- RASHID SUMAILA,
professor at University
of British Columbia

TARGET FOR I.ISBN

The Lishon meet will see ministers and even a few heads of state, including French
President Emmanuel Macron, but is not a formal negotiating session. That won't stop
participants, however, from pushing for a strong oceans agenda at two critical summits + i
later this year: the COP27 UN climate talks in November, hosted by Egypt, followed by the "c211 100 rations supports a cornerstone provision that would

long-delayed COP15 biodiversity negotiations, recently moved from China to Montreal.

Flooded with plastic Overfishing
The biggest challenge at hand for the conference is The conference may report
pollution - a factor that could, on current trends, see as trend lines for wild fisheries
much plastic in the seas as fish by mid-century. Scientific and seafood farming for
studies have found an overwhelming number of ‘plastic the first time, with each
patches’ in the seas and waterways since 1960 producing about 100 million
tons per year. "At least
PLASTIC IN THE SEAS AND OCEANS one-third of wild fish
Areas where plastic has been detected in waterways, stocks are overfished and
seas and oceans in scientific studies since 1960 less than 10% of the ocean
is protected,” Kathryn
Matthews, chief scientist
for US-based NGO Oceana,
‘told AFP. "Destructive and
illegal fishing vessels
operate with impunity in
many coastal watersand
on the high seas.”

Heatwaves and marine life s;sml
Ocean water made acidic by CO,along with marine heatwaves lasting

months are killing coral reefs that support a quarter of marine life. in subsidies that

"We have only begun to understand the extent to which climate aggravate overfishing

change is going to wreak havoc on ocean health," said Charlotte de will fall under a harsh
Fontaubert, World Bank's global lead for the blue economy. spotlight in Lisbon

Fighting mass extinction: oceans are already at
the heart of a draft biodiversity treaty tasked with halting what many
scentists fear is the first "mass extinction” since a meteor wiped out
terrestrial dinosaurs more than 65 million years ago. A coalition of

designate 30% of the planet's land and ocean as protected areas
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‘Silchar flood man-made:;
embankment breached

Assam CM promises strong action against the miscreants

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GUWAHATI

Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on Sun-
day said the unprecedented
flooding of Silchar town was
a man-made disaster.

He also said relief mate-
rial could not reach many of
some 2.8 lakh marooned pe-
ople in the southern Assam
town, the nerve-centre of
Barak Valley.

“Silchar’s flood was man-
made. It would not have
happened had the embank-
ment at Bethukandi not
been breached by some mis-
creants,” Mr. Sarma told
journalists after visiting the
flooded town for the second
time in less than a week.

He assessed the situation
partly in an inflated boat of
the National Disaster Res-
ponse Force (NDRF) and
partly by wading the flooded
streets in Silchar, where the
water rose up to 12 feet in
some areas.

The Chief Minister said
the culprits who left a gaping

A woman protecting her baby from the sun as they move to
higher ground in Silchar on Sunday. =rakamaL pas

hole in the Barak river em-
bankment at Bethukandi,
more than 3 km from the
town, would be brought to
book.

Lapses, if any, on the part
of officials would also be
probed, he said.

Mr. Sarma said the Cachar
District Disaster Manage-
ment Authority had issued
an advisory but many resi-
dents did not take it serious-
ly as the town had never
seen such a flood.

Following complaints of
irregular or partial distribu-

tion of relief, the Chief Minis-
ter instructed officials to
help as many people as they
can.

Clean drinking water has
been one of the scarcest
commodities in the town
with many drinking the
floodwater after boiling it on
any floor or structure above
the water level.

Many NGOs have issued
appeals and launched fun-
draisers for procuring at
least 1 lakh litres of potable
water for the town’s ma-
rooned people.
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Villagers make a temporary bamboo bridge after a portion of a road was washed away due to
flood following heavy rainfall at a village in Nagaon, Assam, on Sunday. pTi

Flood situation in Assam
orim, over 25 lakh affected

GUWAHATI, JUNE 26

The flood situation in Assam
continued to remain critical
on Sunday with more than 25
lakh people reeling under the
deluge, although the water
level has started receding in
some areas. Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma visit-
ed Silchar in Cachar dis-
triet, which is among the
worst-affected areas, and
assessed the damage in the
Barak valley city.

According to the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA), over 25
lakh people are still facing
difficulties in 27 flood-hit dis-
tricts comprising 79 revenue
circles and 2,894 villages. As
many as 2.33 lakh have taken
shelter in 637 relief camps of
the northeastern state, which
had been battling floods and
landslides for the past two

637 RELIEF CAMPS

2 33 lakh people have
» taken shelterin
637 relief camps inthe state
25 distribtion centres
providing relief to
those not in shelter camps
67 23 people have
been moved
Fer places; fresh land-
slides also reported
B During the past 24 hours,
the state has received an
average 7 mm rainfall
®The northeastern state
has recorded 1,891.90 mm
rainfall since March 1

weeks. Relief materials are
were being distributed to
affected populations that
haven't put up at shelter
camps through 259 distribu-
tion centres that have been
opened temporarily, the

ASDMA bulletin said. The
NDRF has been helping the
district administration in the
evacuation of people apart
from state forces like the
SDRF, police and Fire &
Emergency Services.

So far, 67,237 people have
been moved to safety. Fresh
landslides have been report-
ed from Kamrup Metropoli-
tan distriet, the ASDMA said.
During the past 24 hours, the
state received an average 7
mmrainfall and has recorded
1,891.90 mm rainfall since
March 1.

As per the Central Water
Commission bulletin, the
Kopili river at Dharamtul in
Nagaon, the Barak at BP
Ghat in Karimganj and AP
Ghat in Cachar and its tribu-
tary Kushiyara at Karim-
ganj are flowing above the
danger mark. — PTI
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