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NEW DELHI: The monsoon
arrived in the Capital on Thurs-
day, the Met department said,
and made its presence known
with over 116mm rain all day,
leaving roads in some parts of
the city waterlogged and slow-
ing rush hour traffic to a stand-
still. But, there were few com-
plaints — Thursday’s showers
pushed the minimum tempera-
ture down by nearly 12 degrees
Celsius ("C), not just stopping a
punishing spell of sticky heat,
but also giving Delhi its coolest
day in 116 days.

Safdarjung, the observatory
representative of Delhi’s
weather, was also Delhi's wet-
test station, receiving 116.6mm
of rain between 8.30am and
5.30pm on Thursday, followed
by Lodhi Road, which got
107.6mm. A bulk of this rain
was between 8.30am and
2.30pm, the weather office said.

Overcast skies and the nearly
unfettered spell of rain all
morning and afternoon on
Thursday meant that Delhi's
maximum temperature plum-
meted to a cool 29.4°C, a precipi-
tous drop from 40.9°C just a day
ago. This was the city’s coolest
day this year since 28.2°C on
March 6, around the time win-
ter was on its way out.

Pollution levels dropped
steadily all day as well, with the
air quality index (AQI) improv-
ing from 163 at 4pm on Wednes-
day to 91 by 9pm on Thursday,
showed data from the Central
Pollution Control Board's
(CPCB) Sameer portal.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) classified
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Cold comfort for a change: Monsoon lands
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Thursday's rain as “very heavy”,
the second-last of the weather
office’s bands to categorise pre-
cipitation in a region.

IMD classifies rainfall
between “trace” and 2.4mm as
“very light”, between 2.5 and
15.5mm as “light”, between 15.6
and 64.4mm as “moderate”,
between 64.5mm and 115.5mm
as “heavy” and “very heavy”
when itis between 115.6mm and
204.4mm.

Anything above 204.4mm is

considered ‘extremely heavy
rainfall’.

So far this year, Delhi had not
received a single spell of even
heavy rainfall this year, let alone
a very heavy one.

In fact, for perspective, Delhi
recorded just 24.5mm of rain in
the first 29 days of June.

Before Thursday, January 8
was Delhi's wettest day of the
year, when the city received
40.6mm of rain. Delhi last
logged a “very heavy” rainfall on

September 2 last year, when
117.7mm of showers lashed the
city.
IMD scientists said they
expect rains to continue across
northwest India, including
Delhi, till July 6, with an
“orange” alert currently in place
for Saturday, and a “yellow
alert” in place for the other days
in that interim.

“Monsoon covered all of
Delhi, all of Uttar Pradesh, all of
Himachal and Jammu & Kash-

e

(Clockwise from above) People talking by a sidewalk amid the downpour; Overcast skies over the Delhi-Meerut Expressway; People walking down Rajpath; A woman

mir, along with some parts of
Punjab, Haryana and Rajasthan.
For Delhi, this was an intense
spell of rain, with over 100mm
recorded in a six-hour period
between 8.30am and 2.30pm.
Some light rain could continue
until Friday morning,” said RK
Jenamani, scientist at IMD, add-
ing that Delhi is expected to see
low temperatures till next week.

“The mercury will stay in the
low- to mid-30s, and though
humidity levels will remain

high, Delhi will not be uncom-
fortably hot, as it was for much
of the last week of June,” he
added.

Much of Delhi is expected to
record moderate rainfall on Fri-
day, said the Met's weather fore-
cast, with the maximum tem-
perature expected to be around
32°C.

The Met department issues a
yellow alert to warn the general
public of a weather phenome-
non taking place, a category that

is upgraded to an orange alert, if
preventive action is required.

Mahesh Palawat, vice-presi-
dent (climate change and mete-
orology), Skymet Weather, said
westerly winds had disrupted
the monsoon’s progress and it
remained stalled over west
Bihar for around eight to 10
days.

Pitampura was the Delhi’s
warmest area on Thursday,
with a maximum temperature
0f 30.0°C, and Jafarpur was the
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coolest, at 25.8'C. In terms of
minimum temperature, Safdar-
jung recorded a difference of
only 1.8°C between the maxi-
mum and the minimum tem-
perature, with the minimum
settling at 27.6°C.

Among the other weather
stations, the Ridge received
65.2mm of rainfall, while Aya-
nagar (51.9mm), Delhi Univer-
sity (58.5mm), Pitampura
(55.5mm) and Pusa (44.5mm)
all recorded moderate rainfall.
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Monsoon brings season’s 1st heavy rain spell

Safdarjung observatory records 110 mm of rainfall in just 6 hrs starting at
8:30 am, which is also the maximum on a day in June in at least 14 years

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The monsoon
reached Delhi on Thursday
yielding the season’s first spell
of heavy rain which provided
respite from the oppressive heat
and covered the precipitation
deficit but brought vehicular traf-
fic in the Capital to a screeching
halt. Most parts reported moder-
ate to heavy rainfall.

The Safdarjung observatory,
Delhi’s base station, recorded 110
mm of rainfall in just six hours
starting at 8:30 am, which is also
the maximum on a day in June
in at least 14 years. The Capital
had gauged 235.5mm of rain-
fall on June 18, 1936, which is an
all-time record. On an average,
Delhi logs 65.5 mm of rainfall in
the month of June. The weather

Vehicdles move through a water-logged stretch, in New Delhi, on Thursday
PIC/NAVEEN SHARMA

station at Lodhi Road measured
102.2mm of precipitation during
this period. Ridge got 62.4mm,
Palam 31.4mm and Ayanagar
48.3 mm of rainfall.

Rainfall recorded below 15
mm is considered light, between
15 and 64.5 mm is moderate,
between 64.5mmand 115.5mm is
heavy, between 115.6 and 204.4 is

very heavy. Anything above 204.4
mm is considered extremely heavy
rainfall. The India Meteorological
Department said the southwest
monsoon further advanced into
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmiri,
some parts of Punjab, Haryana
and Rajasthan on June 30.

“The northern limit of mon-
soon now passes through Deesa,
Ratlam, Tonk, Sikar, Rohtak,
Pathankot,’ it said.

The southwest monsoon usu-
ally arrives in the national Capital
on June 27 and covers the entire
country by July 8.

The showers, however, brought
the familiar sight of snaking lines
of vehicles stuck on waterlogged
roads for interminable minutes.

Many commuters reported
late for office and several people

posted their plight through videos
and photographs on social media,
some seeking help from police.

The IMD has issued an
orange alert, warning of heavy
rainfall in some areas in the city
on Thursday and moderate rain-
fall on Friday. The maximum
temperature will come down to
34-35 degrees Celsius.

Last year, the IMD had fore-
cast that the monsoon would
arrive in Delhi nearly two weeks
before its usual date. However, it
reached the Capital only on July
13, making it the most delayed
in 19 years. Weather experts say
a gap of three to five days is con-
sidered normal.

According to IMD data, the
monsoon covered Delhi 29 times
in June and 33 times in July in the
last 62 years. Continued on P4
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Yamuna level starts
improving, may ease
Delhi’s water woes

Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com

NewDelhi: Thearrival of the
monsoon may have led to traf-
fic snarls due to waterlog-
ging, but it's going to end the
severe water crunch being fa-
ced by residents.

Delhi Jal Board (DJB) vice-

chairperson Saurabh Bharad-

waj said water levels in Yamu-
na, Delhi Sub-Branch (DSB)
and Carrier Lined Channel
(CLC) that draw wa-
ter from Munak in
Haryana would go
up in the next few da-
ys, which would help
treatment plants to
runat full capacity.
“Due to heavy
rain in Himachal
Pradesh in the last
two days and heavy
downpour in other northern
states, the Yamuna level will
start increasing now. From
Friday evening, the level at
Wazirabad, which is just abo-
ut six inches now, will start
goingup,” said Bharadwaj.
The unusually warm sum-
mers led to severe shortage of
water, forcing DJB to “rationali-
se” supply. Water production
washitatsevenoutof nine treat-
ment plants earlier this month.
Chandrawal and Wazirabad
WTPs were running at half ca-
pacity. The shortage of raw wa-
ter in DSBand CLC affected tre-
atment at Haiderpur Phase-I,

MILLION GALLONS
PER DAY IS

THE CAPITAL'S
REQUIREMENT

Phase-1I, Bawana, Nangloi and
Dwarka plants. Only Sonia Vi-
har and Bhagirathi, which
draw water from Uttar Pradesh,
wererunning at full capacity.

While Delhi's water demand
hovers around 1,200 million gal-
lons per day (MGD), the supply
isalittleless than1,000MGD. Ac-
cording to Bharadwaj, low wa-
ter levels in Yamunaand the two
canals led to a shortage of up to
115MGD this month.

Earlier,  Delhi
had requested Hary-
ana to provide
150MGD additional
water, which was
turned down by the
lattersayingthat the
capital was getting
its due. “We may ha-
ve tofilea suit in Su-
preme Court for more
share in the Yamuna water,
which has been stagnant since
1994,” Bharadwaj said.

Bharadwaj said it was time
Delhi fought for its rightful
share of water to cater to the
demand of the increasing po-
pulation. While the current
crisis is now almost over as de-
mand has gone down by 2-3%
due to a fall in temperature,
more water in the Yamuna and
the two canals would help in
additional production.

Delhi government, mean-
while, has started projects to re-
charge groundwater to increase
production capacity in thecity.
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South-west monsoon

hits Punjab, Haryana

.

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, 30 JUNE

The south-west monsoon
onThursday hitseveral parts
of Punjab and Haryana with
widespread showers expect-
edin the region over the next
two days, an India Meteoro-
logical Department (IMD)
official said.

Downpour was recorded
at several places in both the
states, local IMD Director
Manmohan Singh told [ANS.
The monsoon would widely
spread in both the states in the
next 24 hours.

The normal onset date of
the monsoon in the regionis
June 27, the IMD said.

ot

The Union Territory of
Chandigarh, the joint capital
of Punjab and Haryana, saw
heavy rainfall, with water-
logging reported from sever-
al key areas, hampering the
traffic, especially office-goers.

Locals complained that
Chandigarh'sdrainage system
needs a total overhaul. Many
low-lying areas require a
redesigned drainage plan to
deal with waterlogging.

As per the daily bulletin
issued at 7.30 am., the IMD
predicted fairly widespread
light to moderate rainfall and
isolated thunderstorm or
lightming with isolated heavy
to very heavy rainfallin Pun-
jab and Haryana.
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