STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

With incessant rains in the
upper basin of Godavari
River in Telangana, all the
reservoirs, as well as most
of the water bodies in the
river basin, are filled to the
brim. Subsequently, the Ir-
rigation Department is
now focusing on restoring
the water levels in various
water bodies by releasing
water downstream de-
pending on agricultural
needs.

Following instructions
from Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao at a
high-level meeting on the
flood position in the State
on Tuesday, the Irrigation
officials are drawing up
plans to release water to
cater to the needs of farm-
ers in the basin and facili-
tate the smooth operation
of farm activities. They are
confident of meeting the
water requirements of
farmers for sowing opera-
tions without much diffi-

culty.
At present, Sri Ram
Sagar (SRSP) and

Pocharam projects in
Nizamabad district,
Swarna and Kadem proj-
ects in Adilabad district,
and Sripada Yellampalli in
Peddapalli district are
filled to their full capacity.
The water levels in SRSP
touched 74.83 TMC against
its total capacity of 90.31
TMC at noon on Tuesday,
while the inflow into the
project was 81,730 cusecs,
prompting officials to re-
lease 86,118 cusecs of water
downstream by opening
nine gates.

Currently, the water lev-
els in the Singur project is
20.59 TMC out of 29.91
TMC, the Kadem project is
6.26 TMC out of 7.6 TMC,
and the Sripada Yellam-
pally project is 13.24 TMC
out of 20,18 TMC. The Irri-
gation Department reports
on water levels and pre-
dicts availability of plenty
of water to cater to the
needs for the entire
Vaanakalam (Kharif) sea-
son by end of August.
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Rains fill water bodies to the brim

Irrigation officials drawing up plans to release water to cater to the needs of farmers
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Laknavaram lake filled to the brim following heavy rains in Mulugu district on Tuesday.

NDREF team in Bornapalli comes to
the rescue of stranded labourers

JAGTIAL: A four-member
team of NDRF rescued agri-
cultural labourers stranded
in a Kurru (Island) located
in the middle of Godavari
river as water levels in-
creased following the re-
lease of water from Sri Ram
Sagar Project.

Tribal farm labourers from
Bornapalli of Raikal mandal
went to Kurru one week ago
to take up cotton plantation.
Though they tried to return
to their village, they were
unable to cross the river
since water levels increased
following the discharge of
flood water from SRSP. The
issue came to light on
Tuesday with the labourers
sending a video message re-
questing the district admin-
istration to take steps to
rescue them. The labourers
Valle Raghunath, Valle
Ranga Rao, Valle Devidas,
Valle Saheb Rao, Komre
Vijay, Dokke Karthik,
Sathyabhama, Vaijayanthi,

i

The stranded farm labourers.

and Sunitha were stranded
in Kurru. Knowing about the
incident, Welfare Minister
Koppula Eashwar, who mon-
itored the situation, in-
formed the matter to Chief
Secretary Somesh Kumar
and requested him to take

steps to evacuate the
labourers. Responding im-
mediately, the CS deployed
an NDRF team to rescue the
labourers. Local MLA Dr
Sanjay Kumar, Collector G
Ravi, DSP R Prakash camped
in Bornapalli village.

SCR draws up
action plan to
tackle heavy rains

HYDERABAD: The South
Central Railway (SCR) has
further strengthened ac-
tion plans to tackle heavy
rains during the present
monsoon season and iden-
tified 87 vulnerable sec-
tions and 915 bridges
across the zone. Precau-
tionary measures have
been enhanced with round-
the-clock surveillance.

The field staff has been
fully equipped with protec-
tive clothing and devices to
undertake uninterrupted
patrolling. Teams have
been formed to monitor
the train operations.

The zone has undertaken
regular monitoring and the
tracks are monitored on
daily basis across all the di-
visions. Vulnerable loca-
tions have been identified
on tracks and bridges and
patrolling has been en-
hanced and GPS trackers
are also being used to
monitor the patrolling.
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Stop AP’s RDS right canal
works, TS urges KRMB

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Telangana requested the
Krishna River Management
Board (KRMB) to stop
Andhra Pradesh from pro-
ceeding with any further
construction of Rajolibanda
Diversion Scheme Right
Canal (RDS Right Canal) or
its components till Krishna
Water Disputes Tribunal-II
(KWDT-II) delivered its de-
cision.

In a letter to the Board
Chairman, Telangana Irri-
gation and Command Area
Development Department
Engineer-in-Chief  (Gen-
eral) C Muralidhar urged
him to take necessary action
immediately. Muralidhar
said a series of letters were

Requests KRMB to
stop AP from
proceeding with any
further construction
of Rajolibanda
Diversion Scheme

written to KRMB requesting
to restrain AP from con-
structing RDS Right Canal.
However, AP was going
ahead with the construction
work in spite of clear in-
structions from KRMB to
stop the unapproved work.

He said photographs of
excavation activity for the
construction of civil works
for head regulator of the
canal were also enclosed

with the letter addressed to
the Chairman and requested
KRMB to immediately stop
the works. Unfortunately,
the work was not stopped
and it was seen from recent
photographs that the civil
works of the head regulator
were completed, Muralid-
har said.

The unapproved and ille-
gal construction of the RDS
Right Canal by the AP gov-
ernment was in complete vi-
olation of Sec 85(8)(d) of
Andhra Pradesh Reorgani-
zation Act-2014.

We are once again bring-
ing to your notice that
Telangana is contesting al-
location of water to RDS
Right Canal and KWDT-IIis
presently adjudicating the
issue, he said.
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The Hussainsagar reser-
voir was filled to the brim
on Tuesday, prompting
authorities to open the
gates to release excess
water,

The gates of the reser-
voir, which has a full tank
level (FTL) height of
514.75 metres, were opened
when the level hit 513.41
metres. As of 9.15 pm, the
water level was 513.46
metres.

Hyderabad Metropolitan
Water Supply and
Sewerage Board
(HMWSE&SB) officials also
released 208 cusecs and
340 cusecs of rainwater,
respectively from Osma-
nsagar and Himayatsagar
reservoirs. However, offi-
cials said that the inflows
into these two reservoirs
decreased by the evening.

Officials said that two
gates each were opened
initially at the twin reser-
voirs, but the height of
one of the gates was
lowered from two feet to
one foot at Osmansagar in
the evening, while the
height of one of the gates
at Himayatsagar was low-
ered by six inches.

As of 8 pm on Tuesday,
Osmansagar's water level
stood at 1,786 feet (3.008
TMC), with inflows of 200
cusecs, while Himayatsa-
gar's water level stood at
1760.50 (2.970 TMC), with
inflows of 325 cusecs,

Meanwhile, the inces-
sant rains led to the col-
lapse of several buildings
on Tuesday.

A section of false ceiling
of the Saroornagar indoor
stadium collapsed, with
national — level kabaddi
players — who were
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Hussainsagar gates opened
as water level reaches FTL

Water board also releases 208 cusecs and 340 cusecs from Osmansagar, Himayatsagar

undertaking preparations
for a tournament to be
held in Haryana — having
a Narrow escape.

The incident follows a
wall collapse on Monday,
wherein a woman resident
was grievously injured,
while in another incident,
a 42-year-old domestic
helper died of injuries suf-
fered from an
uprooted tree falling on
her at a residential com-
plex in Vanasthalpuram
on Sunday night.

On Tuesday, a section of
an old house in the
Lalbazar area in city was
also damaged as its roof
fell in due to incessant
rains. However, there
were no occupants on the
premises at the time of the
incident.

Aerial view of water overflowing from the Hussainsagar lake.
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Rains keep mercury levels low

From Page 1

In one such incident, a
woman died after a tree
allegedly fell on her at
Mansoorabad, following
which the Vanastha-
lipuram police filed a case
under Section 174 (suspi-
cious death) of the CrPC.

The deceased, identified
as Kolluri Manjula, 42,
worked as a domestic help
in Sahara Estates residen-
tial complex in Vanasth-
alipuram. She was going
from a flat in one block to
another, when she suffe-
red injuries to her spinal
cord and fractures to the

rib as a tree fell on her.

The incident took place
around 10 pm on Sunday.
She succumbed to her
injuries on Monday while
undergoing treatment.

In an incident on
Tuesday, a motorcyclist
was injured near Mehdi-
patnam, below the PYNR
Expressway, after being
hit by an uprooted tree
and was immediately
shifted to a hospital for
treatment.

The rains, however,
served to keep the mercu-
ry levels down, with the
city recording a maxi-
mum temperature of 23.9

degrees Celsius — 7.6
degrees below the normal
on Tuesday.

In the state, the districts
of Peddapalli, Karimn-
agar and Jayashankar
Bhupalpally received
most rain on Tuesday:

For Wednesday, the
Indian  Meteorological
Department (IMD) has
issued an orange alert for

isolated places in
Mancherial, Komaram
Bheem, Adilabad,
Nizamabad, Nirmal,
Jagityal, Karimnagar,
Peddapalli, Rajanna
Siricilla, Medak and

Kamareddy districts.
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Monsoon rains fury on
nation's western coast

HT Correspondents
letters@hindustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD/MUMBAI: Mon-
soon rain pounded the country’s
west coast on Tuesday, killing
over a dozen people in Gujarat
and Maharashtra and forcing
the evacuation of thousands
more, even as the weather
department predicted heavy
and widespread showers to con-
tinue for the next five days in
the region.

A flood-like situation was
reported from many areas of the
Konkan region, and heavy rain
and strong winds hit Mumbai
and its suburbs, inundating
many parts of the city within a
couple of hours.

“For the past seven days, it
has been raining continuously
over parts of the west coast and
central India. This good rainfall
is mainly because of cyclonic
circulations and low-pressure
areas developing one after the
other, leading to widespread
rain over Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Odisha,
Telangana, etc... Another low-
pressure area is likely to
develop over Odisha, which will
again bring rain as it moves
westwards,” said M Mohapatra,
director general, IMD.

Some rainfall was also
recorded in Delhi, bringing
down the temperature but caus-
ing traffic snarls and waterlog-
ging in some areas,

continued on-»11

Anaerial view of flood-affected areas in Gujarat.

Uneven rain hits kharif sowing

Zia Haqg
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Planting of kharif or
summer-sown crops is lagging
last year's levels due to an une-
ven monsoon, despite a recent
pick-up in rains and flooding in
many states. Meteorologists
expect rainfall to be average for
the rest of July, the most crucial
month for agriculture.

In the week ended July 8, rice,
the main summer staple, wit-
nessed a 24% drop in acreage
over the same period last year,
latest official data shows.

The June-September mon-
soon, which waters nearly 60%
of the country’s net-sown area,
was cumulatively 2% below nor-
mal on July 8, while rainfall in
June was 8% deficient, according
to IMD.

Plentiful summer harvests
help keep a lid on inflation and
drive up rural spending, boost-
ing the wider economy.

On a cumulative basis from
June1to July 11, the rain-bearing
system was 7% surplus in the
country, but in northwest and
eastern parts of the country, it
was 6% and 3% deficient. This is
a key reason for the slowdown in
planting of paddy. P9
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Will 2022 be a bad
year for farmers

in Gangetic plains?

By Abhishek Jha and Jayashree Nandi

An anecdotal analysis of the monsoon this year
would suggest that rains have been normal or
heavier than normal in most parts of the country.
The headline rainfall number is in the normal
range, and news media has been inundated with
images of flooding - from Silchar in Assam to
Junagadh in Gujarat.

1 Gangetic plains..

According to IMD's gridded dataset, India has
received 302.2 mm rainfall up to 8:30 AM on July
12. This is 13.7% more than the 1961-2010 average.
As is the case with averages, this hides daily and
regional variations. The biggest reason for
concern is a large deficit in the Gangetic plains.
Total rainfall from June 1is 56.5% less than the
1961-2010 average in Uttar Pradesh, 48.6% less in
Jharkhand, 26.5% less in West Bengal, and 27.8%
less in Bihar. To be sure, such a deficit of 20% or
more, which falls in the deficient category, is also
seen in parts of other states. Indeed, almost a
third of the country (1,461 of 4,685 grids) falls in
this category. However, it is in these four states
listed above that the deficit is the sharpest and
most widespread.

2

Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, and West Bengal, the

states running the biggest deficit in monsoon rainfall.

Initial data from the Centre for Menitoring Indian
Economy’s (CMIE) database shows that as of July 8,
paddy sowing was 18% of the average of normal
kharif season rice sowing area between 2016-17 and
2020-21. This is lower than the corresponding
proportion in the past few years. By July 10 in 2020

and July 9in 2021, 32% and 24% of the normal paddy

sowing for the season was complete. To be sure, it is
the 2017-18 to 2021-22 period that will be used to
calculate the normal sown area for this season (and

this is not available yet). However, the lower coverage
even in terms of earlier periods suggests that some of

the paddy sowing has been delayed.

Yet, an analysis of data by regions shows that
the Gangetic plains are running the biggest deficit
in the country, a trend that has persisted for this
region throughout this monsoon for different rea-
sons. If rainfall does not improve in thisregion in
the next few days - there are signs which suggest
it may not - farmers might have reason to worry.

Rainfall deficit biggest in the

Departure of 2022 rain
from 1961-2010 average
(June 1-July 12)
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.. which might have delayed
paddy sowing this year

More than a third of paddy cultivation area is in Uttar

Share of paddy sowing
completed in early July (%)

31.82%
19.97%

2017
(7 July)

24.01%

18.2%

17.38%

2018

12.43%

2019 021 2022
(5July) {10 July) (9July) (8July)

Naote! 2022 progress calculated using average of 2016-17 ta 2020-21; Source: CMIE; Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare

2020 2

(6 July)



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Hindustan Times- 13- July-2022

3A bigger deficit in early July might be
a bigger problem than overall deficit

As far as monsoon's link to agricuftural productionis  cover Uttar Pradesh by June 30, large parts of
concerned, rainfall performance in critical windows Jharkhand and West Bengal and some parts of Uttar

matters more than the overall rainfall. This critical Pradesh and Bihar experienced lower than normal
window varies for different regions. rainfall in the first week of July. The second week of
The normal date of arrival of monsoon over the July has been even worse than the first, with the
most western part of Uttar Pradesh is June 30. entire region running dry (much like June). When
Immediately after, there is a 10 percentage point read with the fact that sowing progress is slow,
prugress in paddv Sowing each Week in the f"'\:'t there is reason to bEIiEVE That dry s}]E"S haVE

two weeks of July. This year, while the monsoon did  interrupted the cultivation of kharif crops.

2022 rainfall's departure from 1961-2010 average in %

Source: IMD gridded dataset

What explains the dry spell over
Gangetic plains?

Experts say the reason is that the monsoon trough UP and West Bengal. The western end of the trough
shifted southward in July and has remained there. has sometimes shifted slightly northward leading to
The monsoon trough is an elongated low-pressure only patchy rains over Haryana, Punjab, etc, but no
area extending from Bay of Bengal to Pakistan that rain over Delhi. So even while we have 5% excess
forces moisture-laden air to rise up and cause rainfall ~ rainfall over the country, | don't think it is benefitting

during the monsoon season over this region. farmers,” said Mahesh Palawat, vice president,
Although there are thresholds defined by IMD for climate change and meteoralogy, Skymet Weather,
this trough, it can be identified on pressure maps by However, according to M Rajeevan, meteorologist
winds running anticlockwise around an area of and former secretary at ministry of earth sciences,
relatively lower pressure. As shown in the accompa-  the southward movement of the trough is expected
nying maps, this trough shifted southward afterJune  in July and may not necessarily be bad. “We have to
30. "This month the trough has remained south remember that the northwestern states have
leading to torrential rains over central India and irrigation but the central and western states like
absolutely dry conditions over the Indo-Gangetic Gujarat and Maharashtra are mostly rain-fed so it's
Plains region particularly Jharkhand, Bihar, parts of important that it rains in these regions," he said.

Mean sea level pressure and direction of wind
W<=994mb | 994-996 mb [7] 996 - 998 mb [ | 998 -1000 mb [] 1000 - 1002 mb [ >1002 mb

s

Source; GFS forecast forand at 530am on the day; Wind direction is for lower troposphere (850mb)
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1,300 km of pipes laid to clean Ganga

Swati Luthra
swatlluthra@livemint.com
NEW DELHI

he nodal body responsi-
T ble for cleaning the

Ganga completed most
of its plan to lay down nearly
1,400 km of sewage pipes
acrosssixstatestostopmillions
oflitresof raw household sew-
age [rom being dumped into
the river every day.

The National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG)
announced 43 projects totall-
ing 37,94+ crore for sewage
management across six states
—Delhi, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Uttrakhand, Uttar Pradesh and
West Bengal—to becompleted
by December 2022,

Together, these projects will
treat 2,097.6 million litres per
day (MLD) of raw sewage.

27 of'these 43 projects, with a
sanctioned cost of ¥4, 28] crore,
have been completed inthe last
six months, witha total capacity
of treating 790 MLD (million
litres perday) ofsewage, trans-
ported by 1.302.9 km of pipes.

These projects will treat pol-
luted sewage water before it is
disposed ofin the Ganga.

“NMCG has identified the
multiple polluted stretches of
Gangaand worked extensively
on them to bring them under

management across six states.

category V," said Ashok kumar,
DG ofNMCG.

The stretch between Kan-
nauj to Varanasi in Uttar Pra-
desh which stood at category 111
in terms of pollu-

NMCG announced 43 projects totalling ¥7,944 crore for sewage

HT

waste. A substantial chunk of
river water pollution comes
from effluents released by
industrial units such astanner-
ies, distilleries, paperand pulp

units. Kumar said

tion has been NMCG has also effluent treatment
brought to cate- launched a plants are being
gory V (from low flagship set up in such
pollution  to programme ‘Arth units and NMCG
unpolluted cate- Ganga' to conducts period
gory). Similarly, inspections
the stretch showcase local ensure these units
between Buxarto products &crafts are adhering to
Bhagalpur in norms.
Bihar transi- The treated
tioned from category 11 to | watercanalsobeusedasasub-
unpolluted. stitute for agriculiural activi-
Tobesure, these projectsare | ties, serving the twin purpose of
entirelyfocussedonhousehold | earning from the treated water

and drawing less water from
theriver.

This is also beneficial from
the point of view ofurban local
bodieswhich too can eam from
selling the treated water and
use it for maintenance of
plants, ensuring sustainability.

“The aim is to generate
wealth from waste,” RKumar
added.

NMCG has also launched a
flagship programme ‘Arth
Ganga'toshowcase local prod-
ucts and crafts, promote
organic farming in the Ganga
basin and generate employ-
ment.

“Arth Gangaisa programme
launched for public participa-
tion and building economics as
abridge to connect people with
Ganga,” said Kumar,

The project focuses on zero
budget farming and monetiza-
tionoftreated wastewater and
sludge. Chemical-free zero
budget natural farming will be
done along the length of the
river.

“We are using the govern-
ment’s Gobardhan Scheme,
Gobar (dung) is used by farmers
at low cost and reduces pollu-
tion in the river by producing
coliform. Thiswill help double
farmers’ income and generate
‘more income per drop’)”
Rumaradded.
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Water level
rising in
Idukki dam

A CORRESPONDENT
IDUKKI

The water level in the Iduk-
ki dam reached 2,358.38 ft
on Tuesday. The storage
was at 52.91%, which was
50.47% on the same day
last year.

There was a rainfall of
19.8 mm in the catchment
area of the dam on Mon-
day. As per the rule curve
level fixed by the Central
Water Commission, the
blue alert level is 2,367.33
ft, orange alert 2,373.33 ft,
and red alert 2,374.33 ft.
The full reservoir level is
2,403 ft.

The water level at the
Mullaperiyar dam was 129
ft on Tuesday. The maxi-
mum storage level fixed by
the apex court is 142 ft.
While Tamil Nadu was
drawing water at 1,641 cu-
secs, the inflow was 3,266
cusecs on Tuesday.
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