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IMD: Rain pause may
get over by Thursday

HT Correspondent
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NEW DELHI: The rains are set to
return to the Capital from
Wednesday night, with the
monsoon trough expected to
shift towards Delhi from the
Himalayan foothills over the
next 24 hours, the India Meteor-
ological Department (IMD) said.
While light rainfall is expected
towards Wednesday night, IMD
said light to moderate showers
are expected on Thursday and
Friday, with peak rainfall activ-
ity occurring between Friday
and Saturday.

Safdarjung, representational
of Delhi’s weather, recorded a
maximum of 35.7 degrees Cel-
sius ("C) on Tuesday, which is
about normal for this time of
the year. However, high humid-
ity levels, ranging between 57%
and 95% kept the discomfort
quotient also high. According to
IMD, no rainfall was recorded at
any Delhi station on Tuesday.

In terms of minimum tem-
perature, Delhi recorded a low
25.8°C, IMD said, adding that
the hottest location in the city
was Pitampura, with a maxi-
mum of 37.7°C.

The forecast for Wednesday
says very light rainfall is
expected in parts of the city,
with the maximum and mini-
mum expected to be around 35
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The wet-bulb temperature measures the heat's impact on human health. The
principle is simple: because we cool down by sweating, the more readily sweat evaporates,
the less hot you feel. But evaporation becomes harder when the air is heavy with moisture.
This is why we tend to feel warmer ina bathroom right after a shower (where the air is
humid) than we do once we step out. Scientists measure this by wrapping the bulb of a
thermometer in a wet cloth, hence, the termwet bulb.

and 26°C, respectively.

RK Jenamani, scientist at
IMD, said the monsoon trough
had moved to the Himalayan
foothills over the past three
days and is set to return to the
Indo-Gangetic plains by
Wednesday.

“This will increase rainfall
activity once again. We may see
light rainfall spells over most
parts of northern India on
Wednesday night and on Thurs-
day too, but moderate to intense
rainfall spells are expected on
Friday and Saturday,” he said.

Delhi ended July with
286.3mm of rainfall, an excess
of around 36% against a normal
monthly average 210.6mm. So
far, in the two days of August,
Delhi has recorded 1.2mm of
rain; the monthly normal mark

is 247.7mm, the IMD said.

In the absence of rain, mean-
while, Delhi’s air quality deteri-
orated slightly over the past 24
hours toregister an average air
quality index (AQI) of 84 (satis-
factory) as per Central Pollution
Control Board's (CPCB) 4pm
bulletin, It was 71 (satisfactory)
on Monday.

“The AQI is in "satisfactory”
category. Dust (size > 2.5 micro-
metres) is contributing to
around 63% to PMI0. For the
next three days (August 3rd,
4th, and 5th) peak wind speed is
likely to be around 10-15 km/
hour causing moderate disper-
sion and the AQI is likely to be
within “satisfactory” due to
expected light rain spells,” said
Safar, an air quality forecasting
body of the Union government.
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THOUSANDS RELOCATED TO CAMPS

Heavy rains in Kerala: Red
alert in 10 districts, 6 deaths

OUR CORRESPONDENT

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:
A red alert was declared by the
IMD in 10 districts of Kerala
where incessant rains on Tues-
day caused six deaths, land-
slides, rise in water levels and
relocation of thousands to relief
camps in various parts of the
state. The India Meteorologi
cal Department (IMDY) issued
a red alert in all the districts of
the state barring Thiruvanan-
thapuram, Kollam, Pathana-
mthitta and Kasaragod, for
August 2 and 3 and has pre-
dicted heavy rainfall in the state
till August 5.

The heavy rains led to six
deaths -« one each in Thiruva-
nanthapuram, Kottayam and
Ernakulam districts and three
in Kannur district -- result-
ing in a total of 12 rain-related
casualties in the state from July
31 till date, the Kerala State
Emergency Operations Cen-
ter (KSEQC) said.

Besides that, three people
have also gone missing from

In view of the heavy rainfall and anticipating lan

i

dslides, flash floods

and ather disasters, the state government opened 95 relief comps

ocross Kerala

various parts of the state dur-
ing the day, it said. In view of
the heavy rainfall and antici-
pating landslides, flash floods
and other disasters, the state
government opened 95 relief
camps across Kerala where
2,291 people have been relo-
cated, KSEOC said.

The heavy rainfall also
damaged 126 houses between
July 31 till date and of those
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27 homes were completely
destroved, it said. In view of the
red alerts issued by the IMD
and the possibility of extremely
heavy rainfall in the state in the
next few days, Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayl Vijayan said
the warning of very heavy rains
in the state in the days ahead
should be taken very seriously
as continucus rainfall of more
than 200 mm is likely to cre-

Highlights

= The IMD issued o red alert in all the districts of the state
barring Thiruvananthapuram, Kellem, Pathanamthina and
Kasaragod, for August 2 and 3 and has predicted heavy
rainfall in the state till August 5

» The heavy rainfall also domaged 126 houses
between July 31 fill date and of those 27 homes were

completely destroyed

ate a ¢risis. There is a need for
vigilance and preparedness in
the state in anticipation of nat-
ural disasters like landslides,
mountain floods, flash floods,
and waterlogging in cities and
lowe-lying areas, the CM said in
a Facebook post.

Vijayan also said that the
Central Water Commission
has issued a warning regard-
ing the water levels of various
rivers, like Pampa, Manimala
and Neyvyar, crossing the dan-
ger marks at several places.

He said the commission has
also warned that water levels of
rivers like Achankovil, Kaliyar,
Thodupuzha and Meenachil
are on the rise and therefore,

people living on the banks ofall
these rivers should be cautious
and steps are being taken to
relocate them to saler locations,

He also directed that
the camps should adhere to
COVID norms and there be
special facilities for pregnant
women, lactating mothers and
persons with special needs.

He further said, in the post,
that the KSEOC was function-
ing as the state-level control
room with representatives of
the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRFE), State Rescue
Forces and other dupﬂrimn:nis
concerned and control rooms
have also been set up in all dis-
tricts and taluks.
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Despite rain, water level low
in Idukki, Mullaperiyar dams

Minister seeks to allay concerns over water level

A CORRESPONDENT

IDUKKI

Despite rain, the water level
in the Idukki and Mullaperi-
yar dams is much below the
maximum storage level.

The water level in the
Idukki dam on Tuesday was
2,373.96 ft while the maxi-
mum storage level is 2,403
ft.

The water level on Mon-
day was 2,372. 32 ft. There
was a rainfall of 74 mm in the
catchment area on Monday.

Power generation

An official of the Kerala State
Electricity Board said the
blue alert level as per the
Central Water Comimission
is 2,375.53 ft, the orange al-
ert level 2,381.53 ft, and the
red alert level 2,382.53 ft.
The water level was at a con-

The water level in
the 1dukki dam on
Tuesday was
2.373.96 ft while
the maximum
storage level is
2,403 ft.

C.

trollable level now.

Power generation at Moo-
lamattom had increased. It
was 14.39 million units on
Monday and 12.60 mu on
Sunday.

Meanwhile, the water le-
vel in the Mullaperiyar dam
on Tuesday was 134.75 ft.
The maximum storage level
fixed by the Supreme Court
is 142 ft. While the inflow on
Tuesday was 2,676 cusecs,
Tamil Nadu was drawing wa-
ter at 1,867 cusecs, accord-
ing to an official of the Tamil

Nadu Public
department.

There is no need to worry
about the water levels of the
Idukki and Mullaperiyar
dams in the wake of the rain
spell, Water Resources Mi-
nister Roshy Augustine said
in Thiruvananthapuram on
Tuesday.

Works

Warning issued
The Water Resources de-
partment is on high alert in
Mullaperiyar. The water le-
vel is monitored every hour.
Officials have been instruct-
ed to be extremely cautious
as the water level is likely to
rise by two to three ft in a
day. A warning has also been
issued to those living on the
banks of the Periyar.

(With inputs from Thiru-
vananthapuram bureau)
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