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Flood warning as
Yamuna set to rise

Paras Singh and
Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The irrigation and
flood control department of the
Delhi government on Thursday
issued the first flood warning for
the city after over 300,000 cusecs
of water was released into the
Yamuna from the Hathnikund
barrage in Haryana's Yamuna
Nagar on August 11, 2022

The water usually takes
around three days to reach Delhi,
officials said, adding that the
level at Old Railway bridge,
which is considered the bench-
mark for assessing the flood situ-
ation in the capital, currently
stands at 204.2% metres, which is
less than the danger mark of
205.33m.

Delhi considers a level of
204.5m at the Old Railway Bridge
to be the “warning level” while
the “danger level”, which
prompts evacuation efforts of
people living along the banks of
the Yamuna, is at 205.33m. Last
year, the river had crossed the
danger mark of 205.33 meters on
July 30, 2021.

A senior irrigation and flood
control Department said the first

warning is being issued as more
than 300,000 cusecs of water
was released from the barrage
located 228km upstream of
Delhi, “A total of 134,912 cusecs of
water was released into the river
at 7am while another 182,295
cusecs of water was released at
Sam on August 11. The vigilance
is increased when more than |
lakh cusecs water is released in
one go,” the official said, asking
not to be named.

As per the flood warning
issued by the department, all sec-
tor officers have been advised to
keep vigil in their respective
areas and take necessary action
on vulnerable points. In the com-
ing days, the sector officers and
district administration will be
carrying out announcements and
deploving quick reaction teams
to warn people residing near the
Yamuna embankments.

A government official said asa
precautionary measure, 24 boats,
each having two divers, have
been deployed in the Yamuma, “A
total of 24 boats with 48 divers
will be taking rounds of the vul-
nerable locations during the alert
period. We have also kept 17
motor boats on reserve.
Announcements on loudspeak-

ers - to make the residents and
farmers living along the Yamuna
aware about the situation -- have
been initiated and people are
being advised to remain cau-
tious,” the official said.

While flood warnings are an
annual phenomenon, the highest
flood level in the city was
recorded in the September of
1978 when Yamuna waters
reached 207.49 metres.

Yamuna has seen a prolonged
dry spell in 2022, leaving the city
to grapple with water shortages
as water plants operating at
reduced capacities all through
the summer months. By Jung
end, the river was running dry
with the level touching a low of
666.8 feet at Wazirabad.

Another senior government
official said that the Najafgarh
drainage system has witnessed
several instances of high water
levels in 1977, 1978, 1988, 2011 and
2013,

When Yamuna levels rise
above 205m, the water-logging
situation worsens in the city and
Delhi's topography prevents
gravity based flow to larger
drains that carry the excess
water to the river, a PWD official
said.
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Flood warning
for Yamuna

New Delhi: The Central Water
Commission (CWC) has issued a
flood waming for the Yamuna in
Delhi on Friday.

The warning is for a ‘severe’
flood situation, which means wa-
ter level at Old Railway Bridge is
likely to touch or exceed ‘danger
level'. The danger level at the Old
Railway Bridge is 205.33 metres.
An official at the city’s flood con-
trol room confirmed thata warn-
ing had been issued for Friday
with the possibility of the water
level touching the ‘danger’ mark.

As of 10 pm Thursday, water
level at Old Railway Bridge was
203.98 metres, below ‘warning’
level of 204.5 metres. Water level
Thursday night had fallen from
204.12 metres at 6 pm. The high-
est level recorded Thursday was
204.29 metresaround 9am.ENS
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Godavari in spate; alert sounded on islands

Inflow crossed second warning at Bhadrachalam in Telangana, Dowleswaram in A.P.

STAFF REPORTER
DOWLESWARAM

The second flood warning
was issued on Thursday as
the inflow crossed the se-
cond warning level at Bha-
drachalam in Telangana and
Sir Arthur Cotton Barrage at
Dowleswaram in East Goda-
vari district of Andhra
Pradesh.

At Bhadrachalam, the
flood level touched 52.20
feet.

Polavaram project

A total of 13.70 lakh cusecs is
being discharged into the Po-
lavaram irrigation project,
according to Godavari flood
alert reports issued by the
Department of Water Re-
sources. The Polavaram pro-
ject receives the flood water
both from Godavari and Sa-
bari which are in spate.

At Dowleswaram, where
the flood crossed the second
warning level, the outflow
was above 13.79 lakh cusecs.
Above 7,200 cusecs of flood

Gushing out: Water being discharged from the P;akasam Barrag

water was being released
through the Godavari delta
canal system. An alert had
been sounded in the island
habitations to be prepared
for evacuation anytime. In
Chintoor Agency of Alluri Sit-
arama Raju district, the Saba-
ri flood water inundated a
few habitations on its banks.

Meanwhile, officials of the
Water Resources Depart-
ment lifted all 70 crest gates
of Prakasam Barrage in And-

hra Pradesh and discharged
more than 71,900 cusecs of
flood water into the sea by 12
noon on Thursday. To main-
tain the crest level at 12 feet,
the officials discharged the
surplus water into the canals,

According to the officials,
there was a surplus of 71,940
cusecs at Prakasam Barrage.
A total of 83,815 cusecs of
flood was realised at the Bar-
rage on Thursday.

The officials are expecting

e on Thursday. =cm rao

2 to 3 lakh cusecs and even
more as per the releases
from Nagarjuna Sagar and
Pulichintala Project Dam.
They alerted all the officers
concerned to take precau-
tionary measures to avoid
any untoward incidents
along the Krishna river mar-
gin on both upstream and
downstream of Prakasam
Barrage.

(With inputs from Vijaya-
wada)
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Two shutters
of Idukki dam

closed

A CORRESPONDENT
IDUKKI]

With the water level in the
Idukki reservoir dipping,
shutters 1 and 5 of the Che-
ruthoni dam were closed
and shutters 2, 3, and 4 lo-
wered to 45 cm by Thurs-
day evening.

The water released to
the Cheruthoni river de-
clined to 100 cumecs at 4
p.m. The water level in the
Idukki reservoir was
2,386.9 ft and the new rule
curve level is 2,386.81 ft.
All the shutters will be
closed when the water
reaches below the new rule
curve level.

Seven shutters of the
Mullaperiyar dam were
closed and only six re-
mained open by 90 cm at 3
p.m. An official of the Ta-
mil Nadu Public Works de-
partment said the volume
of water released will be
further reduced by night.
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<
Yamuna River
levels inch

closer to
danger mark

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
{@ Mew Delhi

EVEN as rains have eluded
Delhi for most part of the
Monsoon season, water level
of the Yamuna river inched
closer to the danger mark
tollowing discharge from
Hathini Kund barrage in
neighbouring Harvana on
Thursday, officials said.

The central control room
of the irrigation and flood
control department issued
its first warning on Thurs-
day morning after 1,34,912
cusecs of water was released
at 7 am and another 1,682,295
cusecs of water was released
at 8 am from the barrage,
they said.

The water level at the old
railway bridge on the Yamu-
na river was 204.29 metres at
8am on Thursday The warn-
ing level of the river is 204.50
meires while the danger lev-
el is 205.33 metres, officials
said.

The river had reached its
highest level of 207.49 me-
tres on September 6, 1978,
and caused heavy floods in
the city.

All the sectar officers have
been advised by the control
room to keep a vigil in their
respective areas and to take
necessary action, including
deployment of requisite
number of quick reaction
teams, to warn people resid-
ing within the river embank-
ments, said Shiv Kumar, ex-
ecutive engineer and
in-charge of the central con-
trol room.
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