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Odisha on tenterhooks over threats of Mahanadi flood

OUR CORRESPONDENT

BHUBANESWAR/SAMBAL-
PUR: Odisha may encounter a
low flood in the Mahanadi river
basin due to heavy downpours
in the upper catchment areas
and high water inflow in the
Hirakud reservoir, officials said
on Saturday,

The situation may exac-
erbate as another low-pres-
sure area has formed over the
northern Bay of Bengal and
can intensify into a depres-
sion, prompting the Met office
to issue a red alert of torrential
rain in many districts.

Fourteen more gates of the
Hirakud dam in western Odi-
sha’s Sambalpur district were
opened in four phases dur-
ing the day to release excess
water into the Mahanadi’s

downstream areas in the state,
which was pounded by heavy
rain over the past few days due
to depression.

At 7 pm, about 5.64 lakh
cusecs of water, against an
inflow of 5.3 lakh cusecs, was
discharged through 34 gates.

The water level stood at
617 feet in the reservoir, which
has a maximum storage capac-
ity of 630 ft, Water Resources
engineer-in-chief Bijay Kumar
Mishra told reporters, adding
that they would try to bring
down the level to 616 ft.

He said 6 lakh cusecs of
water would reach Mundali
in Cuttack district on Sun-
day morning and over 7 lakh
cusecs on Monday morning.
The water released from Hir-
akud, the longest earthen dam
of the world, generally takes 36
hours to reach the area, which
had a flow 3.42 lakh cusecs at
6 pm. The Mahanadi, having a
length of 494 km and a drain-
age area of 65,580 square km in
the state, is also getting addi-
tional water from the Hati river
and Tel tributary.

“After considering today’s
situation, we think that there
can be a small level of flood in
the Mahanadi system if more
water is needed to be released
on the basis of the rain situa-
tion in upper catchment areas
and Chhattisgarh,” Mishra said.
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Army moves in, IAF copters on
standby as MP ﬁghts dam crisis

Times News NETWORK

Mhow/Bhopal: The Army
moved in on Saturday to neu-
tralize the threat posed by a
breach in Karamdam onriver
Nalcha in MP’s Dhar, which
has led to the evacuation of
10,000 people and kept the re-
gion on the tenterhooks.

On the same day, CM Shiv-
raj Singh Chouhan spoke
with PM Narendra Modi and
home minister Amit Shah
and requested for Air Force
choppers to be kept on stand-
by As many as 18 villages
downstream of Karam River
have been evacuated, a dozen
of them in the last 24 hours.
Twelve of them are in Dhar
district and six in Khargone.

The under-construction
dam, which according to offi-
cials is 90% complete, sprung
cracks on Thursday. The res-
ervoir was filled up for the
first time this monsoon but
the wall failed within days.

After government
engineers failed to plug the
breach, the Army was called
in. Soldiers from the Bhopal-
based Sudarshan Chakra

Forty soldiers from Army Engineers Corps are among 400-odd
personnel from the water resources department, police and
administration working frantically to empty Karam dam’s reservoir

Corps arrived in the wee
hours of Saturday, barricad-
ed the area and went to work
with heavy machinery.

The 40 soldiers from Ar-
my Engineers Corps are amo-
ng 400-odd personnel from the
water resources department,
police and administration
working frantically to empty
Karam dam’s reservoir. Two
IAF choppers are on standby;,
government sources said.

The CM briefed PM Modi
and Shah about the cracks
and seepage in the under-con-
struction stop dam. He also
spoke with Union jal shakti
minister Gajendra Singh

Shekhawat and officials of the
central water commission.

CM Chouhan spoke with
the collectors of Dhar and
Khargone districts and di-
rected them to ensure that
people and cattle are taken to
safe shelters.

WRD subdivisional offi-
cer VK Siddiqui said that the
first thing the Army did was
to clear out all civilians, who
had gathered to see the dam
repair. The soldiers deployed
two earth movers to the left of
a hill, which is the lowest
point that can be excavated
easily to let the reservoir wa-
ter pass into Nalcha river.
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Odisha prepares for possible
flooding amid heavy rain alert

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

BHUBANESWAR: The Odisha
government has asked its offi-
cials to prepare for possible
flooding from Sunday, with
three of its major rivers swelling
and the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) issuing a red
alert across several districts,
officials privy to the matter said
on Saturday.

Water resources department
officials said six top officials
have been asked to stay alert
over the possible floods in
Mahanadi, Brahmani and Baita-
rani river systems due to heavy
rainfall.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on Saturday

THE IMD HAS
ISSUED A RED
ALERT AND AN
ORANGE ALERT
ACROSS ALL 30
DISTRICTS

issued a red alert and alert for
heavy rainfall activities in
almost all the 30 districts for the
next two days after a low-pres-
sure area was formed over the
North Bay of Bengal.

“Heavy to very heavy rainfall
and extremely heavy rainfall at
isolated places is likely to occur
in central and south Odisha
today. Heavy rainfall is also
likely in central districts and

interior parts of the state tomor-
row. The system would trigger a
flood-like situation in low-lying
areas and land or mudslides in
hilly areas,” said IMD regional
director HR Biswas.

On Saturday, engineer-in-
chief of water resources depart-
ment, Bijay Kumar Mishra, said
a minor flood was likely in the
Mahanadi river if heavy rainfall
activities continued in the upper
catchment areas in Chhattis-
garh and downstream.

“Currently, excess water is
being released through 28 gates
of Hirakud dam. We are expect-
ing 6 lakh cusecs of water to
pass through the Mundali bar-
rage tomorrow. The Baitarini
river has breached the danger
mark,” said Mishra.



EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 13

THOUSANDS OF people left their
makeshift homes on the
Yamuna floodplains and moved
to temporary shelters Saturday,
with the water level in the river
remaining above the ‘danger’
mark.

In the evacuation that began
Friday night, people living onthe
flondplains in East Delhi have
moved to higher ground, said
Amod Barthwal, Sub-Divisional
Magistrate, East. Tents were set
up at four locations in East Delhi
— near Hathi Ghat close to [TO,
near Sarai Kale Khan, Mayur
Vihar Phase-1, and behind the
Commonwealth Games Village.

Khilli Ram Meena, Principal
Secretary, Revenue, said around
2,000 people in Northeast
Delhi, 5,000 people in East
Delhi, and 600 people in
Southeast Delhi have been af-
fected by rising water levels.
“They have shifted to higher
land near their jhuggis and also
onto the roadside in the East
district. Food, shelter, water and

File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Indian Express- 14- August-2022

Yamuna remains over danger
mark, over 7,000 residents hit

People living on the floodplains in East Delhi have moved to
higher ground. Praveen Khanna

sanitation facilities are being
provided by the district admin-
istration. In three districts —
Shahdara, Central and Morth —
no shifting was done as there is
no serious threat at this level of
water, which was around
205.99 m. Now the water level
hasstarted decreasing,” he said.

“People will move in and out

of the shelters, but there is un-
likely to be any need for further
evacuation tonight since thewa-
ter level is not likely to increase
further,” Barthwal added.

The water level remained
above the ‘danger’ mark of
205.33 metres all day on
Saturday. At & pm, the level at the
Dld Railway Bridge was 205.88

metres, below the 205.99 metre-
mark recorded at 4 pm. Officials
in the city’s flood control room
said the level was falling as of 8
pm.

According to the Central
Water Commission ({CWC) fore-
cast, the level is likely to dip fur-
ther tonight. The water level at
the Old Railway Bridge is likely
to fall to around 204.75 metres
by around 1 pm on Sunday,
which is below the ‘danger’
mark, but above the ‘warning’
level of 204.5 metres.

Going by a CWC flood situa-
tion report issued Saturday, a
warning for a ‘severe’ flood situ-
ation remains for August 14 and
15, which means that the water
level could touch or exceed the
‘danger’ mark. Isolated very
heavy rainfall remains on the
forecast for Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand, both basin
states of the Yamuna, on August
14, according to the India
Meteorological Department.

The water level crossed the
‘danger’ mark on Friday for the
first time this season after heavy
discharge from the Hathnikund
barrage upstream of Delhi.
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M.P. dam breach: Army,
NDRF teams reach Dhar

Two IAF helicopters are on standby

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
DHAR

Teams of the Army and the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) on Saturday
reached Dhar district of
Madhya Pradesh, where a
breach on the wall of an un-
der-construction dam
across the Karam river had
set off alarm bells.

Two helicopters of the In-
dian Air Force (IAF) were
put on standby to deal with
any emergency situation, of-
ficials said.

The government said wa-
ter was being safely drained
out from the reservoir to re-
duce pressure on its wall.

The Opposition Congress
raised a question mark over
the quality of work of the
dam and accused the Bhara-
tiva Janata Party (BJP)-led
State government of indulg-
ing in corruption with re-
gards to the project estimat-
ed at ¥304 crore.

The leakage of water
from the dam was reported
around 1 p.m. on Thursday.
The reservoir of the dam
was filling up with water for
the first time this monsoon
as it was under construc-
tion, officials said.

People shifted safely

As a precautionary mea-
sure, people from 12 villages
in Dhar district and six vil-
lages in Khargone district
have been shifted to safer

places, officials stated, ad-
ding that these settlements
were downstream of the
dam.

State Water Resources Mi-
nister Tulsi Silawat issued a
statement on Saturday, say-
ing that an Army team had
reached Dhar to deal with
an emergency and the
NDRF had also got down to
work. He said the situation
was under complete control
and water from the dam was
being drained out safely to
reduce the pressure on the
reservoir walls.

The dam was coming up
at a cost of ¥304 crore, of
which %174 crore have been
spent so far, official sources
said. Around 200 Army per-
sonnel, including engineers,
and three teams of the
NDRF from Bhopal as well
as from Gujarat’s Vadodara
Surat have reached Dhar.
Each team has around 30 to
35 members. Besides them,
eight groups of the State Dis-
aster Emergency Response
Force (SDERF) are at work
in Dhar, they said.

The 590-metre-long and
52-metre-high dam, a medi-
um-level irrigation project,
has 15 million cubic metre
(MCM) water in its reservoir,
Dr. Rajora said

Apart from Mr. Silawat,
Industries Minister Rajvard-
han Singh Dattigaon was al-
so at the dam site, officials
said.
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Stalin opposes reservoirs in A.P. across Kosasthalaiyar

He writes to CM Jagan Mohan Reddy, urging him to instruct officials not to go ahead with the plans

STAFF REPFORTER
CHEMNAL
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin has written to his
Andhra Pradesh counterpart
Jagan Mohan Reddy, express-
ing disappointment over the
neighbouring State’s deci-
sion to approve the construc-
tion of two reservoirs across
the Kosasthalaiyar near Muk-
kalakandigai and Kathara-
palli villages in Chittoor dis-
trict.

Mr. Stalin said the deci-
sion had caused great an-

guish among the people liv-
ing in areas in and around
Chennai, who depend on the
river for drinking water and,
to a small extent, for irriga-
tion. *You may be aware that
the Kosasthalaivar river ba-
sin and Kosasthalaiyar river
are inter-State in nature. The
river basin covers a total area
of 3,727 sq. km. of which 877
sq. km. lies in Andhra Pra-
desh and 2,850 sq. km. lies
in Tamil Nadu. The Poondi
reservoir has been con-
structed across the Kosastha-

m The upper riparian

State canmot plan
Or give approval or
construct any new
structure across the
Kosasthalaiyar without
the consent of the lower
riparian State

MK STALIN
Chief Minister

laiyar river, which is a vital
spource of drinking water
supply to the Chennai Metro-
politan Area. Any construc-
tion of new reservoirs across

the river, its tributaries or
sub-tributaries will affect the
inflows into Poondi reser-
voir, This would seriously af-
fect the drinking water sup-
ply to Chennai city, besides
affecting the drinking water
supply in the upper reach-
es,” Mr. Stalin said.

Mr. Stalin also underlined
that Tamil Nadu did not give
consent to the construction
of the structure as the lower
riparian State. “Being an in-
ter-5tate river, the upper ri-
parian State cannot plan or

give approval or construct
Ay new sIructure across the
Kosasthalaivar without the
consent of the lower riparian
State. Hence, it is disappoint-
ing that such a step has been
taken, which will have a sig-
nificant adverse impact on
our State.” he said.

He strongly urged the
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter to instruct the officials
concerned not to go ahead
with the projects and not
plan any new projects along
the Kosasthalaiyar,
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