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The Times of India- 15- August-2022

Dam wall collapses in MP; CM
says danger has been averted

No Casualty As
10K Evacuated
From 18 Villages

Tinmes News NeTwork

Mhow: A portion of Karam
dam in MP’s Dhar collapsed
on Sunday evening as a chan-
nel dug to drain water from
the reservoir widened under
pressure of the surging wa-
ter. Thankfully, there were no
casualties as around 10,000
people from 18 downstream
villages had been evacuated.

Chief minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan issued a state-
ment saying all is well and the
danger hasbeen averted. *You
can return home in coordina-
tion with the administra-
tion,” he told the thousands
living inrelief camps.

Just a couple of hours be-
forethis, he had tweetedavid-

Temples submerged in water after a portion of Karam dam in MP’s
Dhar collapsed on Sunday as a channel dug to drain the water from
the reservoir widened under pressure of the surging water

eo urging villagers not to re-
turntovillages. The adminis-
tration and villagers were on
edge all evening as no one
could predict which way the
dam water would surge.
Theadministration sought
to portray that everything that
happened was partof the plan.

Divisional commissioner Pa-

wan Sharmasaid water hadn’t

evenentered theevacuated vil-
lages whereas there are videos
and eyewitness accounts of
water entering villages and
temples submerged.

Around 10pm, the water
reached the last affected vil-
lage of Jalkota in Khargone
and started merging with
Narmada river after which
the administration breathed

a sigh of relief. Water re-
sources minister Tulsiram Si-
lawat has set up a five-member
panel to probe the construe-
tion. A Delhi-based firm was
building the Rs 30d-crore dam.

Thebreach inthedamwas
noticed on Thursday, spark-
ing panic. After government
engineers failed to plug the
leak, the Army was called in
and around 200 soldiers be-
gan working on Saturday to
prevent collateral damage.

A channel was dug to re-
lease water into Namcha riv-
er and on to Narmada. It's
this channel that widened
around 6pm on Sunday; send-
ing torrents of water surging
downstream.

Eyewitnesses said that
floodwaters touched the brim
of afour-lane bridge on Agra-
Mumbai NH 30 minutes later.
For awhile it seemed as if the
bridge would be over-
whelmed but the water stayed
Jjust below it.
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9 Ukhand river stretches
most polluted, says study

NARENDRA SETHI @ Dehradun

In areport by the Central Pol-
Iution Control Board (CPCB),
nine river stretches of
U’khand have been classified
as the most polluted river
stretches in the country. After
the disclosure of this report,
the state government has
planned to implement Japa-
nese technology to treat sew-
erage in the local vicinities.

A recent report of CPCB re-
vealed that 357 polluted river
stretches were identified on
323 rivers, according to Bio
chemical oxygen demand
(BOD), an indicator of organ-
ic pollution in the country.
These polluted river stretches
include nine rivers of the
state, which is highly alarm-
ing, keeping in view the origi-
nation of river Ganga from
Himalayas.

Talking to TNIE, Secretary
Government of Uttarakhand,
Nitesh Jha told this corre-
spondent, “We are making
our level best efforts to make
Ganga and its tributaries pol-
Iution free under namami
gange scheme. We have in-
stalled STPs in all cities con-
nected to the Ganga. Now we
are starting trials of Japan’s
technology for the treatment
of sewers of localities and it’s
adjoining recently developed
new colonies,” he added.
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MP under-construction dam crisis
finally over, villagers asked to return

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Bhopal

“The unprecedented crisis
which arose due to leakage in
the under construction Karam
Dam in Dhar district of Mad-
hya Pradesh since Thursday;, is
finally over,” state’s chief min-
ister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
announced on Sunday
late evening.

Not only has the water level
in dam (which was at 15 Mil-
lion Cubic Meters-MCM till af-
ternoon) rapidly reached to
almost dead storage level, but
even the heavy rush of water
which outflow through the by-
pass channcls created by state
government personnel in over
48 hours, has safely passed
through 18 villages of Dhar

and Khargone district without
entering the houses in those
villages.

The controlled discharge of
water which started in the late
afternoon will now merge into
the mighty Narmada river in
Maheshwar (Khargone).

“The manner in which our
government machinery has

handled the crisis situation on
the ground is an excellent ex-
ample of splendid disaster
management. The crisis is
over, as the local administra-
tion has confirmed that water
released from the dam has
come down from all the 18 vil-
lages in Dhar and Khargone
districts. Residents of all the
18 villages who had been evac-
unated, can return to their
houses under supervision of
local administration and cele-
brate the 75th anniversary of
the country’s independence in
their respective villages and
houses,” the CM said while
praising the efforts of entire
government machinery which
was in action on Ground Zero
since Friday
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Yamuna water level below danger mark

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The water level in the Yamu-
na receded below the dan-
ger mark of 205.33 metres
in Delhi on Sunday. The wa-
ter level had gone above the
danger mark on Friday after
water was released from the
Hathnikund Barrage, follow-
ing which people living on
the banks of the river were

shifted to safer places.

A senior government offi-
cial said that special relief
camps for nearly 37,000 pe-
ople, expected to have been
affected by the rising Yamu-
na level, had been set up at
various places.

“The government is pro-
viding food, water and sani-
tation facilities to the affect-
ed people, who have been

requested to shift to the re-
lief camps in their vicinity.
Over 50 boats have also
been deployed on rescue
and relief work,” a govern-
ment statement read.

Revenue Minister Kailash
Gahlot said he was keeping
a close watch on the situa-
tion and has directed all the
concerned officials to re-
main alert.
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