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Khattar okays preliminary report
on Hathnikund Dam for CWC

Annual power generation capacity of the dam will be 763 MU

MPOST BUREAU

CHANDIGARH: Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar on Thursday approved
the preliminary report of Hath-
nikund Dam. He first took a
review meeting related to the
dam, after which he approved
sending the preliminary report
prepared by the Haryana Irri-
gation and Water Resources
Department to the Central
Water Commission (CWC).
Apart from the Water Com-
mission, this report will also
be sent to five states. The Chief
Minister said that Hathnikund
Dam is an ambitious project of
the Haryana Government. This
report is very important in the
construction of this project.
During the meeting, the
Chief Minister said that water
is an invaluable resource of
the earth. Every year dur-
ing the rainy season water is
wasted and the Yamuna River
area gets flooded. In view of
this, the Haryana Government
has decided to build a dam in
Hathnikund. The catchment
area of this dam will be about

Khattar said that with the construction of Hathnikund Dam, ground
water recharging will tuke place in the surrounding area

11,170 square kilometers. The
dam is to be built in the region
of Himachal Pradesh, Hary-
ana, Uttarakhand, and Uttar
Pradesh. With its construction,
Haryana will not only get elec-
tricity but also the water supply.
The annual power generation
capacity of Hathnikund Dam
will be 763 MU.

The Chief Minister said that
as per the requirement of the
Central Water Commission, it
is necessary to first prepare a
preliminary report for obtain-
ing the 'in-principle’ consent
of the CWC for the prepara-
tion of the DPR. This report is
now to be sent to the Central
Water Commission, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Uttar

Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Delhi.

Khattar said that with the
construction of Hathnikund |
Dam, ground water recharging
will take place in the surround-
ing area and farmers will ben-
efit from it. Apart from this, a
flood situation arises in the area
of the Yamuna River every year
during the monsoon. These
damages the crops of the farm-
ers. With the construction of
the dam, the problem of floods
will be solved. The Chief Min-
ister said that Renuka, Kisau,
and Lakhwar dams will get
benefit from the construction
of this dam. Hathnikund dam
will become the balancing res-
ervoir function of these three
dams.
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Maonsoon clouds in the sky over the Yamuna river on Thursday | em

Yamuna water diverted
to artificial lakes to
recharge ground water

IFRAH MUFTI @ New Delhi

THE water level in the Yamu-
na in Delhi may have receded
helow the warning mark but
the situation is being moni
tored as the IMD has predict-
ed widespread rainfall in the
upper catchment areas of the
river, according to the
officials,

Since the low-lying areas in
Delhi near the river valnera-
ble to flooding were heavily
impacted, since the water lev-
el had breached the danger
mark, the officials of the Del-
hi Jal Board shared that
the excess of the rain-
water of Yamuna has
been diverted to a
new artificial lake in
Bawana.,

Thelake is3 kmlong
and 20 m wide and is an
abandoned part of old bawa-
na escape drain by Delhi gov-
ernment's irrigation depart-
ment. According to the
officials, the water will re-
charge ground water which
can be extracted during peak
summers to augment drink-
ing water.

In vet another case, the ex-
cess of Yamuna rainwater
will be diverted to Palla lake
— created by the Delhi govern-
ment in 26 acres of the area.

This lake has already re-
charged more than 1,400 mil-
lion gallons of water in the
last 17 days. Officials shared
that the lake is full of Aoodwa-
ter from the river. “Water has
TDS more than 100, which is
sufficient for 1.25 lakh houses,
It is expected to improve the
ground water levels by 2-3 me-
tres,” said an official.

This ‘city of lakes’ project
was launched in 2018 to in-
crease the water supply by re-
charging ground water and
recyeling treated wastewater
to meet Delhi's water demand
of 1,140 million gallons (MGD)
per day. The current supply of
940 MGD falls short of the de-
mand by 200 MGD. Setting up
new groundwater recharge
reservoirs and rejuvenating
existing lakes was the motive
of the project.

It was on December 2018,
when Chief Minister Arvind
Kejiwal had announced this
proposal of ‘City Lake’
project by approving

F376 crore for rejuve-

nation of 159 lakes in

Delhi and #77 crore

for the creation of two
mega lakes in Rohini
and Nilothi.

Yamuna levels recede

Meanwhile, on Wednesday,
the water level in the Yamuna
in Delhi has receded below
the warning mark but the sit-
uation is being monitored as
the IMD has predicted wide-
spread rainfall in, officials
said on Thursdayv

The Delhi government’s
flood control room said the
water level on the river dipped
from 204.89 metres at 7 am on
Wednesday to 204.32 metres at
& pm on Thursday,

The river had breached the
danger mark of 205.33 metres
last Friday, prompting the au-
thorities to evacuate around
7,000 people from low-lying ar-
eas. The water level had re-
ceded below the warning
mark on Monday. and stood at
203.96 metres,
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Report on Hathnikund Dam
sent to water commission

CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 18

CM Manohar Lal Khattar
today approved to send the
preliminary report of the
Hathnikund Dam on the Yam-
muna, which has been pre-
pared by the state Irrigation
and Water Resources Depart-
ment, to the Central Water
Commission (CWC). The

report will also be submitted to
five states — Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Delhi.

Earlier, the CM took a meeting
of the officials working on the
dam. He said for better water
management and flood control,
the government has decided to
build this dam. — TNS
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TG Halli project will miss 3rd
deadline, may be ready by 2023

BV.Shivashankar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: The Bangalore
Water Supply and Sewerage
Board (BWSSB) is set to miss
its third deadline to complete
the project torejuvenate Thip-
pagondanahalli reservoir and
resume drinking water supp-
l¥ to Bengaluru since the
agency has failed to keep up
with the pace of work.

Initially BWSSB had set a
September 2021 target to spru-
ce up the highly polluted TG
Halli reservoir, while it laun-
ched the project in March 2019
at a cost of Rs 291 crore. The
agency could not complete the
work within the deadline ma-
inly because of Covid-19 pan-
demic, and it postponed com-
missioning of the project to
March 2022, The target was
then changed to September
2022 since work was not expe-
dited after the pandemice.

However, BWS5B has once
again pushed back the deadli-
ne to March 2023, and the wa-
ter treatment plant is still un-
der construction.

“The main work of dred-
ging the lakebed and desilting
is almost done. The setting up
of the sewage treatment plant
iscomplete, but ittakestimeto
set up the water treatment
plant. We plan to commission
the project and release water
for drinking purposes in
March next vear,” said Rajas-
hekhar A, BWSSB chief engi-
neer-maintenance.

The delay is also caused by
the Karnataka State Pollution
Control Board (KSPCB),asthe
board is dithering on the pro-
posal to set up a plant to treat
industrial effluents produced
in Peenva Industrial Area.
KSPCB officials said the pro-
posal is at the stage of tende-
ring and it will take about a

SOURCE OF HOPE: TG Halli reservoir, built by Sr M Visvesvaraya
in 1933, has a storing capacity of about 3.345tmcft

TIMES VIEW

arge swathes of

Bengaluru flood when it
rains, yet everything is not
hunky-dary on the water
supply front. The city loses
half its rainwater to waste
and water from lakes are
too polluted to be of any
use, Like most other metros
in the country, the lack of

potable water is an ever-
present danger. While
rainwater harvesting and
waste-water treatment
projects largely remain
fancy concepts, access
to safe, clean wateris a
luxury for a large section of
city-dwellers. The
government should not
endlessly drag its feet on
water-related projects.

month to award the work or-
der. “It is eritical to have an ef-
fluent treatment plant as the
Peenya industrial area is in
the catchment area of TG Hal-
li reservoir and reservoir wa-
ter will not befit for drinking if
the industrial wastes are con-
tinued to flow in without un-
dergoing treatment. The
KSPCB should take up the re-
sponsibility and set up the ef-
fluent treatment plant at the
earliest,” said water expert S
Vishwanath.

Located at the confluence
of Arkavathi and Kumudvat-
hi. TG Halli reservoir, built by
Sr M Visvesvaraya in 1933, has
a storing capacity of about
3.345tmcft and was one of the
main sources of drinking wa-
ter for Bengaluru till 2010. It
was shut down in December
2012 as the water was highly
contaminated. The govern-

ment thought of rejuvenating
the reservoir when it conside-
red taking up the Yettinahole
project, which envisages pro-
viding drinking water to the
arid districts of Tumakuru,
Kolar, Chikkaballapur and
Bengaluru Rural. While the
TG Halli reservoir will get
Letmeftof water from Yettina-
hole project, it is necessary
that the reservoir isfit enough
tohold and supply potable wa-
ter: If functional, the reservoir
can supply drinking water of
10 million litres per day
(MLD) to Bengaluru, while
the city'sdaily requirement at
present is 1,450 MLD.

BWSSB officials said the
ongeing Cauvery 5th Stage
project will add 750 MLD and
the spruced up water will ca-
ter to the needs of 110 villages
included in BBMP limits and
BDA layouts being developed.
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(Goa is country’s first ‘Har
Ghar Jal’ certified state

Tines News NETwWORK

New Delhi: Goa and Union
Territory of Dadra & Nagar
Haveli and Daman & Diu
(D&NH and D&D) have beco-
me the country’s first ‘Har
GharJal' (water to every hou-
sehold) certified stateand UT
respectively, where people
from all the villages have de-
clared their households as
‘Har GharJal’ throughareso-
lution passed by the gram
sabhas. The resolution certi-
fied that all households in the
villages have access to safe
drinking water through taps,
ensuring that *“No One is Left
Out’, under the Jal Jeevan
Mission (JJM). “All 2.63 lakh
rural households of Goa and

L

Vid

COMMENDABLE FEAT

85,156 of Dadra & Nagar Ha-
veli and Daman & Diu have
access to potable water thro-
ugh tap connection,” claimed
the Jal Shakti (water resour-
ces) ministry in a statement
on Thursday.

JJIM aims to make provi-
sion of potable tap water

supply in adequate quantity;
of prescribed quality and on
regular & leng-term basis to
every rural household of the
country by 2024, The pro-
gramme is implemented by
the central government in
partnershipwithstates/UTs.
So far, more than 52% rural
households in the country
are now connected with tap
water. The ministry claimed
that all schools, anganwadi
centres, public institutions
including gram panchayat
buildings, healthcare cent-
res, community centres, ash-
ram shalas, and other go-
vernment offices have now
access to potable water thro-
ugh tap connection in both
Goaand D&NHand D&D.
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