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KRMB meet n Sept,
key issues in focus

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Key issues pertaining to sharing of Kr-
ishna River water between Telangana
and Andhra Pradesh and evolving a
sound mechanism for the operation of
powerhouses of Srisailam and Nagar-
juna Sagar Project (NSP) for ensuring
proper reservoir management are ex-
pected to be discussed during a meet-
ing of River Management Committee
(RMC) of Krishna River Management
Board (KRMB) next month.

Rule curves

Another crucial issue regarding the for-
mulation of rule curves of Srisailam
and NSP reservoirs might also be dis-
cussed during the meeting. A few days
ago, officials from Telangana Irrigation
and Command Area Development
(I&CAD) requested KRMB to furnish
data for the formulation of rule curves
of Srisailam and NSP reservoirs at

the earliest while convening the

next RMC meeting.

One more key issue to evolve a
methodology for demarcation of sur-
plus water over and above 75 per cent
dependable flows in the Krishna basin
under Telangana and Adnhra Pradesh
region would also be discussed.

The same issue came up for discus-
sion during the RMC meeting con-
ducted on August 4. Senior officials
from I&CAD would be giving a detailed
presentation during the meeting.
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Monsoon rains: Rivers in spate;

floods.,

landslides impact hundreds

Flood situation alarming in Odisha, evacuation efforts underway:
2 die due to heavy rains in Rajasthan, schools closed

MPOST BUREAU

BHUBANESWAR/ NEW
DELHI: Floods and landslides
triggered by intense monsoon
rains have killed at least 50 peo-
ple in the northern and eastern
regions of India. The flood situ-
ation in several northern Odisha
districts was alarming on Mon-
day, as the swollen Subarnekha
river inundated low-lying areas
and left people in over 100 vil-
lages marooned, officials said.
The water level in all the
rivers located in north Odisha
is in spate due to heavy rain
caused by a deep depression
over the Bay of Bengal, and
subsequent flood-water release
from Jharkhand, they said.
Authorities in Balasore and
Mayurbhanj districts had on
Sunday launched a massive
evacuation drive to shift peo-
ple from vulnerable areas to

» The flood situation in several northern Odisha
districts was alarming on Monday, as the
swollen Subarnekha river inundated low-lying
areas and left people in over 100 villages
marooned, officials said

» Nearly 156 villages in 83 gram panchay-
ats in Balasore district have been hit by the
flood. The administration has evacuated

40,000 people by Monday noon, and they
are housed in 227 temporary shelters

» In Tonk district's Mandawara village, a
40-year-old woman, Samodara Meena,
slipped info a flooded drain behind her
house. Her husband Babu Lal Meenag, 45,
jumped into the drain to rescue her but both
of them died, Deputy Superintendent of
Police, Uniyara, Khalil Ahmed said

-

Narmada in spate following heavy monsoon roins, at Bhedaghat in Jabalpur, on Monday  P1I

safer locations, which is con-  day evening, inundating many The Saraskana and Rasgo- peak flooding to take place
tinuing on Monday, they said.  areas in Baliapal, Bhograi, vindpurblocksin Mayurbhanj after more water is released

Subarnarekha has been Basta and Jaleswar in Balasore district have also been sub- from the Galudih barrage in
rising significantly since Sun- by 11 am, the officials said. merged, The authorities expect  Jharkhand.  Continued on P4
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Floods

As per data from the
Central Water Commission
(CWC), the water level of
Subarnarekha at Rajghat in
the district was 11.90 metre
at 9 am as against the danger
level of 10.36 metre, while
at Jamsolaghat, it was 50.04
metre as against the danger
level of 49.15 metre.

Apart from the Subar-
narekha river, Balasore dis-
trict is also affected by the
flood waters of river Budha-
balang and Jalaka, they said.

In Jajpur district, the
Baitarani river inundated a
number of blocks, including
Dasrathpur and Korei, while
in Keonjhar, several places
in Hatadihi, Ghasipura and
Anandapur are under water.

COdisha Water Resources
Minister Tukuni Sahu, after
reviewing the flood situation,
said: “Though the Subar-
narekha river is still flow-
ing above the danger mark,
the water level has remained
stable for the last eight hours.
We are keeping a close
watch”

Nearly 156 villages in 83
gram panchayals in Balasore
district have been hit by the
flood. The administration
has evacuated 40,000 people
by Monday noon, and they
are housed in 227 temporary
shelters, The process is still
underway, Balasore District
Collector Dattatraya Bhausa-
heb Shinde said.

Meanwhile, a couple died
as heavy rainfall and subse-
quent release of excess water
from dams led to a flood-like
situation in parts of Rajast-
han's Kota and Jhalawar dis-
tricts and surrounding areas,
officials said on Monday.

Thousands were evacu-
ated from low-lying areas
across districts, they said.

In Kota, Jhalawar and
Bundji, the administration
declared a holiday in govern-
ment and private schools on

Tuesday. Schools were closed
on Monday also. Kota was
the worst affected among the
three districts.

In Tonk district’s Man-
dawara village, a 40-year-old
woman, Samodara Meena,
slipped into a flooded drain
behind her house. Her hus-
band Babu Lal Meena, 45,
jumped into the drain to
rescue her but both of them
died, Deputy Superintendent
of Police, Uniyara, Khalil
Ahmed said.

In Kota, approximately
3,500 people were shifted
from low-lying areas to safer
places and temporary shel-
ters as the areas were sub-
merged following rainfall
and release of water from the
Kota barrage.

“As many as 1,500 people
have been shifted to safer
places from low-lying areas
in Kota. School buildings
are being used es temporary
shelters,” Kota District Col-
lector O P Bunkar said.

State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF) teams have
also been pressed into ser-
vice, he said.

A Kota district adminis-
tration official said 14 of the
19 gates of the barrage have
been opened so far.

Nearly 3.83 lakh cusecs of
water has been seleased from
the barrage. The authori-
ties plan to release 5.75 lakh
cusecs, the offidal said.

Heavy rains continued
in many parts of Madhya
Pradesh for the third day on
Monday, resulting in schools
being closed in some districts
including state capital Bhopal
and Jabalpur, officials said.

The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) has
issued a red alert for Mon-
day, predicting heavy to very
heavy rainfall with extremely
heavy rainfall at isolated
places in western parts of the
state.

Rivers, drains and other
water bodies were in spate
in large parts of the state and
gates of many dams were
opened to release water.

Less vehicular traffic was
witnessed due to poor vis-
ibility on many roads, espe-

cially in western MP. There
were also reports of water-
logging in some of the low-
lying areas of the state. The
IMD has advised people to
avoid travelling amid torren-
tial rains.

On Monday, heavy rains
pounded Bhopal and adjoin-
ing areas, Schools in some
districts including Bho-
pal and Jabalpur remained
closed on Monday due to
torrential rains, the officials
said. The weather forecast
had prompted the authori-
ties to issue orders on Sun-
day evening for the closure of
schools,

In the 24-hour period till
8.30 am on Monday, Bhopal
received 190.5 mm rainfall,
followed by Guna-174.9 mm,
Sagar-173.9 mm, Raisen- 162
mm and Jabalpur 160 mm,
an IMD official said.

Rains coupled with wind
uprooted many trees along
roadsides in Bhopal, and also
caused power supply disrup-
tions in many areas as well as
traffic snatls.

Bhopal Municipal Corpo-
ration personnel were seen
clearing the roads of trees
and branches falling on the
pathways.

A depression was lying
over central parts of MP near
Bhopal and Sagar. Hence,
very heavy rains are likely to
continue in Bhopal, Narm-
adapuram, Sagar and Gwalior
divisions till tonight, senior
meteorologist with the IMD's
Bhopal Office Ved Prakash
Singh said.

The depression is likely
to move westwards (towards
Guna in MP and Rajasthan).

As a result, Indore and
Ujjain divisions are also
expected to get moderate to
heavy rains by night when
the depression over central
MP mowves westwards, the
official said.

The monsoon showers
have abated a bit in east-
ern MP, he said, adding
that almost the entire state
received rainfall in the last
24 hours. The rain activity
is expected to reduce from
Tuesday, Singh said.

WITH AGEWCY INPUTS
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Heavy rains trigger flood
fury in MP, Odisha; 6 dead

Debabrata Mohanty
and Shruti Tomar

letters@hindustantimes com

BEHUBANESWAR/BHOPAL:
Atleast six people were killed
and lakhs displaced due to heavy
rain reported in Odisha, Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan since
Sunday, officials said on Mon-

day. -
While four rain-related deaths =

were reported in Odisha in the !

24 hours leading upto Monday, b3

MP reported two deaths in the L=

same time period, according to
inputs from respective state dis-
aster management officials,

At least nine lakh people have
been affected by flooding across
13 districts of Odisha so far.
According to an official from the
state’s disaster management

authority, a 10-vear-old boy was — C— L — —~ -

washed away in Jalaka river at A partially submerged temple along the Narmada river, in Jabalpur on Monday. T
Basta block of Balasore district

on Monday; a woman was  that was washed into the drain.

washed away in Subarnarckha  The second death reported from

river in Baliapal block of the
same district on Monday; a
10-year-old girl in Baripada town
of Mayurbhanj died in a wall col-
lapse and farmer was washed
away by floodwaters in Jabinpur
village under Hatadihi block of
Keonjhar district on Sunday.
These deaths take the toll from
rain-related incidents in the state
to 14 in the last four days.

According to the official men-
tioned above, floodwaters in
most districts are ebbing but Bal-
asore continued to face a deluge.

District collector, Dattatrey
Bhausaheb Shinde, said over
40,000 people have been evacu-
ated to safer places.

The state’s water resources
minister, Tukuni Sahu, said the
Subarnarekha river is flowing
above the danger level but the
water level is expected to recede
by Tuesday.

Meanwhile, in MP, a 49-year-
old sarpanch in Asholmagar dis-
trict, Brijendra Singh uvan-
shi was swept away in an over-
flowing drain on Monday atter
he failed to get out from the car

the state was that of business-
man Akhbar Khan (38) in Bho-
pal on Menday. He died after a
tree fell on him, said an official
from the state disaster manage-
ment authority.

According to India Meterolog-
ical Department (IMLD) data,
Bhopal airport recorded its high-
est 24-hour rainfall in a decade
on Monday with 250 mm of
reported downpour, Overall, MP
received 210 mm of rain,

State home minister Narot-
tam Mishra said, “All the SDERF
and home guards are on alert.
Many villages. which are
affected due to flood, the reliel
operations are also going on.”

In Rajasthan, heavy rainfall
over the last 24 hours and the
release of water from Kota bar-
rage has led to a flood-like situa-
tion in Kota, Jhalawar and sur-
rounding districts.

Dag in Jhalawar recorded the
highest rainfall {234 mm) fol-
lowed by 224 mm in Kota city
during this period, officials said.

(With PTI inputs)
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