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India, Bdesh make
progress on sharing
of river waters

SANDEEP DIKSHIT
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
NEWDELHI, AUGUST 26
The India-Bangladesh Joint
Rivers Commission, which
met here on Thursday after a
gap of 12 years, made some
progress on water sharing of
common rivers and decided to
include eight more rivers
where India will advance flow
information. However, an
agreement on the Teesta river
did not make much progress.

The text of the MoU for inter-
im water sharing of the Kushi-
yara river was finalised at the
38th minister-level meeting of
the commission. The Kushi-
yara water-sharing agreement
is likely to be signed during
Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasi-
na’s visit to New Delhi on Sep-
tember 6 and 7. This will enable
Bangladesh to irrigate 5,000
hectares of farmland by using
water from the Kushiyara.

The two delegations also dis-
cussed preparing drafts of the

Flood-data sharing to
be broadened to 15
common rivers

water-sharing framework forthe
Manu, Muhuri, Khowai, Gumnti,
Dharla and Dudhkumar rivers.

Themeet also agreed towiden
the area ofthe ongoing coopera-
tion by including eight more
rivers for data exchange. India
and Bangladesh share 54 rivers,
of which seven rivers have been
identified earlier for developing
water-sharing agreements. The
matter will be further discussed
at the JRC Technicallevel
Committee meeting, likely to
be held this year in Dhaka.
India had recently extended
the period of flood-data sharing
beyond October 15. The Indian
delegation was led by
ohekhawat, and Pankaj
Kumar, secretary of the Water
Resources Ministry, attended
the meeting among others.
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India, B'desh finalise Kushiyara
river water sharlng |\/|OU text

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

ndia and Bangladesh have

finalised the text of
Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) on interim water sharing
of Kushiyara river and welcomed
finalization of the design and
location of water intake point on
the Feni River to meet the drink-
ing water needs of Sabroom town
in Tripura as per the October
2019 India -Bangladesh MoU
on this subject.

These developments took
place here during the 38th
Meeting of Ministerial-level Joint
Rivers Commission of the two
countries on Thursday, the min-
istry of external affairs said on
Friday. The Indian delegation
was led by Union Minister for Jal
Shakti Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
and Zaheed Farooque, State
Minister for Water Resources
led the Bangladesh side.

India and Bangladesh
reviewed the process of river
water sharing of common rivers,
sharing of flood data, addressing
river pollution, conducting joint
studies on sedimentation man-
agement and river bank protec-
tion during the meeting.

The meeting assumes signif-
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icance as it was held after a long
gap of 12 years, though the tech-
nical interactions under the
framework of Joint Rivers
Commission(JRC) have contin-
ued in the intervening period.
The meeting was preceded by
Water Resources Secretary-level
interaction on August 23, 2022.

Incidentally, the meeting on
rivers took place days ahead of
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina’s proposed visit to
New Delhi in September. She will
hold talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on issues ranging
from defence to trade and con-
nectivity. The two leaders may
also ink the pact on water shar-
ing of Kushiyara river.

As regards the current meet-
ing, the ministry of external
affairs said, one of the important
areas of cooperation, where India
has been assisting Bangladesh, is
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sharing of real time flood data.
India has recently extended the
period of flood data sharing
beyond 15 October to help
Bangladesh address unforeseen
flood events.

India and Bangladesh share
54 rivers, of which seven rivers
have been identified earlier for
developing framework of water
sharing agreements on priority.

During the meeting, it has
been agreed to widen this area of
ongoing cooperation by includ-
ing eight more rivers for data
exchange.

The matter will be further
discussed at the Technical Level
Committee of JRC.

The Joint Rivers Commission
of India and Bangladesh was
constituted in the year 1972 as a
bilateral mechanism to address
issues of mutual interest on com-
mon rivers.
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Test on Bangla front, boost on Bhutan side

. Dealon
_rivers, not
Teesta

DEVADEEP PUROHIT
AND AVLIIT SINHA

Calcutta/Siliguri: An agree-
ment on the sharing of Teesta
water between India and Ban-
gladesh continued toelude ata
ministerial-level meeting of
the Joint River Commission
(JRC) held in New Delhi on
Thursday, though official re-
leases from the two countries
claimed that all issues related
to common rivers had come up
for discussions at the session,
held after a gap of 12 years.
The official statements —
issued from New Delhi and
Dhaka — claimed success by
citing the finalisation of the
text for an MoU for interim
sharing of the water of the
Kushiyara, which flows into
Bangladesh from Assam and
an agreement on the design
and location of water intake
point from the Feni to meet the
drinking water requirement
of Sabroom, a town in Tripura.
. The Indian statement did-
n't mention a word on the Te-
esta while the official stateme.
n;i,h:lnttnmshdaahshm
ed Dhaka was getting restless
on scaling a water sharing
deal, pending since 2011.
“Bangladesh side request-
ed for conclusion of the long
pending Teesta Water Sharing
Treaty at an early date,” said
the official release from the
ministry of foreign affairs.
Although the two countr-
ies share 54 rivers, Teesta has
been at the centre of all discus-
sions on water sharing since
September 2011 when a pause
button on the signing of a
water sharing agreement was
pressed because reservations
dhhmntnm
“Any resolution on Teesta

water sharmg mvoIves the

R

consent of the Bengal govern-
ment.... As water is a state
subject in India, my guestion
is whether the central govern-
ment consulled the Bengal
government before the meet-
ing,” wondered a river expert
in Bangladesh.

The Bengal government
has maintained Teesta doesn't
have enough water to meet the
irrigation needs of both the
countries and Bangladeshi, of
late, has also started seeing
merit in the argument. “The
question is now ensuring that
the river doesn't dry up....
And the two countries have to

ing to India on a three-day vi-
sit, from September 5to 7, the
issue of Teesta has become a
talking point in Dhaka. That's
why Zaheed Faroogue, the
minister of state for water re-
sources and A.K.M. Enamul
Hoque Shameem, his deputy,
elaborated how the ministeri-
al talks — the [ndian side was
led by Gajendra Singh Shek-
hawat, Union Minister for Jal
Shakti — yielded several posi-
tive outcomes,

The Indian establishment
— keen to see Hasina in the
seat of power in Bangladesh
also tried its best to highlight
the achievements made dur-
ing the meeting. “India and
Bangladesh share 54 rivers, of
which 7 rivers have been iden-
tified earlier for developing

cluding 8 more rivers for data
exchange,” said the release
from New Delhi,
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