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Sammakka Sagar barrage
on Godavari ready for launch

DC CORRESPONDENT
WARANGAL, SEPT. 1

The government said on
Thursday that the construction
of the Sammakkasagar barrage
on the Godavari river at Tupa-
kulagudem in Eturnagaram
mandal of Mulugu district was
complete. The project is expect-

ed to ensure availability of °

water to the Devadula lift irri-
gation scheme (LIS) throughout
the year and 24/7 drinking
water supply to the erstwhile
Warangal district.

Announcing the completion,
TS Digital Media director
Konatham Dileep called it
“another milestone” in the irri-
gation sector.Work on the 1,242-
metre barrage with 57 spillway
gates was started in 2018 at a
cost of ¥2.100 crore.

Sammakkasagar has a storage
capacity of about 6.94 tme ft
(thousand million cubic feet) of
water. The barrage was named
Sammakkasazar on February
13, 2020, as it is located close to
Medaram where the biennial
tribal fair of Sammakka and
Saralamma is held.

The barrage is intended to pro-
vide pondage and interlinking
with the Devadula LIS. The bar-
rage is located 5 km from the

intake of Devadula LIS and will
stabilise around 14 lakh acres
under Devadula and
Sriramsagar projects. The
Sammakka barrage is expected
to ensure availability of water
to the Devadula project through-
out the year and the people of
the erstwhile Warangal district
will aeccess drinking water
round the clock. According to
the officials of the irrigation
department, the Sammakka
barrage will be inangurated by
CM K. Chandrashekar Rao.

Initially, the government had
proposed to construct the proj-
ect in 2016 at Kanthanapally vil-
lage.

After conducting a survey, irri-
gation officials learnt that it
would lead to submergence of
14 villages and partial submer-
gence of 11 villages.



Kiishagra.Dkit

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The National
Green Tribunal has sought an
explanation fram the chief se
cretaries of Delhi, Uttar Pra-
desh and Haryana on the wor-
sening condition of the Yamu-
na flowing through the capi-
tal, Saying that despite is
earlier order, there was "otter
lack of adequate actien and
maonitoring by higher autho-
rities”, NGT asked Delhis
chief secretary to explain
“why coercive and penal mea-
sures should be nof taken In
fixing accountability for such
blatant failure to protect the
water quality™ of Yamuna.

The MGT bench headed by
chairperson Adarsh Kumar
Goel took cognisance of a TO1
repott pablished on January
17 under the headline ‘Delhi:
Yamuna dirtier than it was 3
manthsago' detailing how the
offluents, untreated sewage
amil  under-utilized sewage
treatment plants were increa-
ging the pollution lowd on the
river. The report pointed out
that the level of faecal coli-
form in the water due to untre-
ated sewage and excreta at a
certain spot was 2,800 times
the desired limitand 580 times
beyond the maximum per
missible limit.

“The present application
depicts a grim situation cal-

ling for further interventionof

this tribunal. The chief secre
tary of Delhi is required to
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Dirty Yamuna:
NGT pulls up
Delhi, UP, Hry

"1 "he NGT has sought an ex-
planation from the chief
secretaries of Delhi, Harya-
na and UP on the worsening
condition of the Yamuna flo-
wing through the capital. Po-
inting out the “utter lack of
adequate action and monito-
ring by higher authorities”,
itasked the Delhichiefsecre-
tary to explain “why coerci-
ve and penal steps shouldn’t
betaken tofix accountability
for such blatant failure”. P4

Muck Stops Where? NGT Questions
Officials’ Failure To Clean Up River

Seeks Explanation From Chief Secys Of Delhi, UP And Haryana On Lack Of Action, Monitoring

A LONG BATTLE TO LITTLE AVAIL

LEGAL BATTLE TO
CLEAN THE YAMUNA
1994 to 2017 | Supreme
Court takes suo motu
cognizance of

‘Yamuna's condition

» Case transferred

to MGT after 23 years

> Matter clubbed with
another parallel case being
heard by NGT since 2012
In Jameary 2015 | NGT
forms 21-point Yamuna
revitalisation plan-2017

> A principal committee with
officials from Centre, Delhi,
Haryana and UP govt, and
experts formed ko see plan is
executed by 2017

Nothing happens till 2017

In Jamsary 2018 | NGT
constitutes Yamuna
Monitoring Committes (YMC)
to implement 2015 plan

* YMC narrows down 2015
plan to a 16-point action plan
* YMC dissolved in

January 2021

» The principal committee
continues to monitor Yamuna
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ascertain the latest factual po
sition and give his report by
emall within two months with
explanation why coercive and

penal measures be ol taken in
termsof fixing accountability
for such blatant failure of the
authorities in protecting the

water quality of river Yamu-
na, which is tributary of
Ganga, by preventing dischar
ge of pollution,” the NGT

bench said, adding, “1t may al-
50 be necessary toseek similar
reparts from Haryana and Lt
tar Pradesh. The reportsof the

chief secretaries may be ina
consolidated manner in the
light of interdepartmental re-
view and ground realities,”

The matter of pollution in
the Yamuna, after being he
ard in the Supreme Court for
I3 years sinoe 19654, was irans
ferred to NGT in 2007, where a
similar petition fled by envi-
ronmentalist Manaj Mishra
wasalready being heard since
2012 and a judgement with a
ropimap was given in 2015
Since then, NGT had given a
slew of orders, despite which
the pollution in the river had
only hecome elevated.

The bench declared that it
wis “hevond anyone’s com
prehension” how the continu-
ing loss to environment and
public health could be igno-
red. “Tt is shocking to note the
data relating 1o water quality
of river Yamuna and the pol-
Iution load posted by DPCCon
its wehsite depicting the se-
wage drains remaining unt-
rapped even aftera vear of the
lastorder,” the bench stated.

The beneh added that the
central monitoring commit-
tee constituted earlier by
NGT and headed by the secre-
tary of the Union Jal Shakti
ministry, alse including mem
bers of the Mational Mission
for Clean Ganga and Central
Pollution Control Board, sho-
unled file an action taken report
with it2  recommendations
withinone month. The matter
hias been relisted for hearing
on Movember 4.
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TN. gets a record quantum of Cauvery water in August

The realisation crossed 200 tmc ft-mark for the first time in the month in almost 50 years

T. RAMAKRISHNAN
CHENNAL
The month of August saw Ta-
mil Nadu realising much
more than its annual quota
of 177.25 tme ft (thousand
million cubic feet) of Cauv-
ery water. Not only that. The
realisation created a new re-
cord, with the guantity for
the month crossing the 200-
tme ft-mark for the first time
in almost 50 years.
According to the data
available with the Central
Water Commission, which is
responsible for measuring
the guantity realised at Billi-
gundulu on the border of
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu,
around 200 tmc ft was re-
ceived till August 29, as
against the State's share of
around 43 tmc ft for the pe-

Record high

Cauvery water realisation during August in select years
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MNote: The table covers realisation of Cauvery water at
Billigundulu since 1974-75, a reference period as taken by the
high-level technical cormmittee in 2016

riod from August 1to 29, This
exceeded the previous high
of 176.5 tme ft recorded in
2018-19.

It was only in seven years
since 1974-75 that the realisa-

tion in August crossed the
100-tme f-mark. After 1981-
82, when the figure was
around 152 tme ft, the reali-
sation did not touch the
mark for nearly 35 years.

Around 200 tme ft

wats received ll
August 29, as against the
State’s share ofaround
43 tme It for the period
from August 1 to 29, This
excecded the previous
high of 1765 tmc fi
recorded in 2008-19

CENTRAL WATER COMMISSION DATA

In August this year, the
daily realisation hovered bet-
ween 11 tme fr and 15 tmc ft
for eight days — from August
Stoll.

Then it dropped to
around 7 tme ft for a couple
of days initially and then to
about one tme fit from August
17 to 24,

Later, it went up gradual-
ly. On August 28, it was 10.5

tme ft, and the next day, it
was around 9.5 tmc ft.

The cumulative realisa-
tion between June 1, when
the water year began, and
August 29 was about 324 tme
tt, which was around 241 tmc
ft higher than the State's due
for the period concerned.

Demand for check-dams
As most of the excess water
has been draining into the
sea, there have been de-
mands from farmers and wa-
ter experts alike that the
State government construct
ar least a few check-dams
across the river.

These check-dams may
not be able to store all the
surplus water but they will
impound at least a modest
amaount.
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NGT asks states: Why is
the Yamuna still dirty?

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Naticnal Green
Tribunal (NGT) has sought
reports from the chief secretar-
ies of Delhi, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh on why there has been
no improvement in Yamuna’s
water quality despite a clear
road map being drawn up for
reducing pollution in the
Yamuna.

Giving each state two months
to furnish a detailed explanation
as to why penal and coercive
measures should not be taken
against the officials responsible.
NGT also asked the central mon-
itoring committee, constituted
by the tribunal, to file the latest
status report on compliance,
along with recommendations,
within a month.

Expressing dissatisfaction
with the steps taken to control
pollution in the river, a bench
headed by NGT chairperson jus-
tice AK Goel said it was a matter
of concern that the water quality
in the Yamuna has not

<%

The present
application depicts
a grim situation
calling for further
intervention of
this tribunal.

NGT BENCH

improved, despite timelines
being set.

“The present application
depicts a grim situation calling
for further intervention of this
tribunal. The chief secretary of
Delhi is required to ascertain the
latest factual position and give
his report by email within two
months with explanation why
coercive and penal measures be
not taken in terms of fixing
accountability for such blatant
failure of the authorities in pro-
tecting the water quality of the
Yamuna,” the bench said, before
seeking similar reports from the

chief secretaries of Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh.

NGT was reacting to a
monthly report on the Delhi Pol-
lution Control Committee on its
website which showed that
drains emptying into the
Yamuna were still not trapped,
even a year after the last order
from the tribunal directing the
authorities to do so.

NGT also directed the central
monitoring committee to file a
report within a month on the lat-
est compliance status, besides an
action taken report and recom-
mendations.

“Further, the central monitor-
ing committee constituted by
this tribunal by the last order
referred to earlier, headed by
secretary, ministry of jal shakti...
may also file a status report of
compliance in the matter and its
action taken report and recom-
mendations within a month by
e-mail,” the bench said.

The tribunal was hearing a
petition filed by a Delhi resident
who had sought action on the
pollution levels of the Yamuna.
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