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TS seeks data from
KRMB hefore meet

Asks it to provide info for formulating rule curves for NSP

STATE BUREAU
HYDERABAD

Telangana has requested
the Krishna River Manage-
ment Board (KRMB) to fur-
nish data for the formula-
tion of rule curves for the
Srisailam reservoir and Na-
garjunasagar Project (NSP),
apart from finalising pend-
ing issues before planning to
convene the fifth river man-
agement committee (RMC)
meeting.

In a letter to the Board’s
Chairman, Telangana Irri-
gation and Command Area
Development (I&CAD) En-
gineer-in-Chief (General) C
Muralidhar said despite re-
peated requests, the KRMB
has furnished the note
placed before the 58th Tech-
nical Advisory Committee
(TAC) dated July 4, 1994 of
the Srisailam Right Branch
Canal as against the request
to furnish the note placed
before 16th TAC of March
28,1981 and other details.

He said the 58th TAC
mostly dealt with revising of
financial aspects mentioned
in the 16th TAC but did not
include reasons for permit-
ting the Pothireddypadu
Head Regulator (PRPHR)
and appurtenant works with
a discharge capacity of 11,150
cusecs against the specified
2,250 cusecs during normal
conditions and 4,960 cusecs
during flood conditions.

However, against the
specified discharging capac-
ity of 4,960 cusecs during
flood conditions from the
PRPHR and appurtenant
works, Andhra Pradesh con-
structed the same for about
44,600 cusecs with four
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The State has also sought details for formulating rule curves for

the Srisailam reservoir.

vents of 11,150 cusecs each at
882 feet.

Later, AP expanded the
same to divert over 1,50,000
cusecs at 882 ft against an
agreed quantity of 1,500
cusecs i.e., almost 100 times
more than what was agreed
in the October, 1977 inter-
State agreement. In tune
with Clause (V) of the above
agreement to inspect the
system during operational
stages, ensure that the with-
drawal into this water sup-
ply system from Srisailam
does not exceed 15 TMC a
year, and that the system is
utilised only for water sup-
ply to Madras City, Telan-
gana has requested the
KRMB to furnish corre-
spondence and efforts made
by the Central government
in restraining AP from vio-
lating the agreement.

In addition, the Central
government enabled AP to
receive funds from the
World Bank for the comple-
tion of the project despite
gross violations of the
agreement. That is why the
Telangana government re-
quested to furnish the note

placed before the 16th TAC
to know the technical de-
tails of approval.

Muralidhar said the Kr-
ishna Water Disputes Tri-
bunal (KWDT-I) permitted
erstwhile AP to use surplus
water in lieu of larger dis-
tress it is going to face in 25
per cent of deficit years.
After the State’s bifurcation
in 2014, the KWDT-II has
been considering and decid-
ing on the shares of AP and
Telangana in dependable as
well as surplus waters.

The KWDT-I did not
allow any water to be di-
verted from the Srisailam
Reservoir to the outside
basin by AP. It also held that
in the future, the needs in-
side the Krishna basin
should be given priority. But
the inaction of the Centre
during execution has re-
sulted in the construction of
huge infrastructure at the
Srisailam Reservoir by AP
to divert dependable and
surplus waters outside the
Krishna basin. “We request
the KRMB to finalise the is-
sues before the fifth RMC
meeting,” Muralidhar said.
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odavari crosses firs
warning level

District authorities were put on alert to carry out relief operations

The water level in river Godavari was recorded at 45.6 ft on Monday and is expected to rise further.

STATE BUREAU
KOTHAGUDEM

The water level in river Go-
davari at Bhadrachalam in
the district has been in-
creasing rapidly with heavy
rains in its upper catchment
area for the past few days
and crossed the first warn-
ing level. The water level
which was 39.50 ft at 8 am
reached 43.20 ft at 3.15pm on
Monday. At 7 pm, the water
level was recorded at 45.60
ft with a discharge of 10.36
lakh cusecs and the water
level was expected to rise

further. In view of the loods
in the river, Transport Min-
ister Puvvada Ajay Kumar
telephoned the district offi-
cials and took stock of the
situation. He directed the
District Collector and other
officials to be alert and be
prepared to carry out relief
measures. Care must be
taken to ensure that there
would be no loss of life and
property due to floods.
Rescue and NDRF teams
have to be stationed at
strategic locations. Ajay
Kumar wanted all the flood
relief officials and mandal

officials to stay put at their
working places as there was
a forecast of heavy rains in
the days to come. The situ-
ation at overflowing streams
and tanks in the erstwhile
Khammam district should
be monitored. District Col-
lector Anudeep Durishetty
held a review meeting with
the officials at Bhadracha-
lam Sub Collector’s office.
He told people living on
the banks of Godavari to be
alert in view of the increas-
ing water level in the river.
He said that control rooms
have been set up at the col-

lectorate with emergency
number 08744-241950 and at
Bhadrachalam Sub Collec-
tor’s office number
08743-232444.

Superintendent of Police
Dr Vineeth G also told the
public to be alert as the
streams and rivulets were
overflowing.

He cautioned the public
against touching electric
poles and that farmers be
cautious while operating ir-
rigation pumps. In case of
emergency people should
dial 100 for assistance,
the SP said.
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PM’s treasured gifts
set to go under the
gavel to save Ganga

Deeksha Bhardwaj

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A Madhubani paint-
ing that details the trials and
tribulations of people, and pre-
ventive measures taken during
the Covid-19 pandemic; a pencil
whose lead is shaped in the
form of Mahatma Gandhi; and a
chess set from the recent Chen-
nai Chess Olympiad — these are
among the 1,200 gifts received by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
that will be auctioned starting
September 17 (and till October 2).

Around 300 of these are
already on display at the
National Gallery of Modern Art.
The reserve prices start from Rs
100 for some items, and go as
high as a few lakhs for a few, as
the government works to collate
all the items that will be listed
online for the auction until Octo-
ber 2. The proceeds will go to
the government's “Namami
Gange” initiative. Namami
Gangeis an integrated conserva-
tion and rejuvenation pro-
gramme initiated by the Central
government in June 2014. The
programme aims to ensure
effective abatement of pollution
and conservation of the river
Ganga by adopting a compre-
hensive river basin approach.

This is the 4th auction of gifts
and mementos received by the
PM, including sports gear and
equipment of Paralympians and
athletes who won medals at
CWG 22,

The lowest starting bid, 100,
is for an image of Lord Ganesh

that has its own history. It is
sourced from Shree Venayaka
Devaru temple from Karnataka.
The sports section has shirts
signed by several award winning
athletes. There's is also the table
tennis racket signed by Bhavina
Patel, a gold medalist at CWG
22. The reserve price for the
racket is 35 lakh,

Gifts received from chief min-
isters and governors are also on
display. Uttar Pradesh CM Yogi
Adiyanath gifted the PM a rep-
lica of an upcoming sports com-
plex, while former Punjab CM
Charanjit Channi have him a
chakra.

The Madhubani painting also
commemorates 2 billion vacei-
nations. Among the more inter-
esting items on display at the
gallery is a photo-illustration
that shows Mahatma Gandhi
and Narendra Modi, with the
legend Father of the Nation and
Son of the Nation.

At last year’s auction, India’s
Olympic gold medallist Neeraj
Chopra’s javelin fetched 1.5
crore.

All the proceeds of the auction
also went to the mission to clean
the Ganga. According to officials,
a total of over 316 crore was col-
lected for over 1,300 items auc-
tioned in the three tranches,

NGMA chief Adwaita Gadan-
ayak said that all the efforts were
being made to display the memen-
tos. “The PM has always champi-
oned the Namami Gange cause,”
he said. “From gifts received from
the common person to CMs and
governors, all are included.”
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Red alert as Banasura
Sagar dam nears capacity
KALPETTA

Ared alert has been issued to
people living on the banks of
the Karamanthodu river after
the water level in the
Banasura Sagar dam of the
Kerala State Electricity Board
at Padinharethara in Wayanad
district neared full capacity.

A red alert has been issued
to people living on the
banks of the Karamantho-
du river after the water le-
vel in the Banasura Sagar
dam of the Kerala State
Electricity Board (KSEB) at
Padinharethara in Waya-
nad district neared full
capacity.

The full storage level of
the reservoir is 775.6 m,
and the red alert was is-
sued after the water level
increased to 774.5 m on
Monday, said dam safety
officials.

The upper rule level of
the dam is 775 m.

Inflow increases

When the water level cross-
es this limit, the spillway
shutters of the dam will be
opened, the officials said.
The inflow to the reservoir
from the catchment area
has increased considera-
bly, thanks to copious rain,
they added.

The inflow ranged bet-
ween 20 cubic metre and
60 cubic metre a second
on the day.

If the situation conti-
nued, the water level
would reach the upper rule
limit in three days, the ofh-
cials said.

The dam shutters were
opened a month ago owing
to heavy rain.



File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Pioneer- 13- September-2022

India must enact laws

for the rights of nature

2

GOVIND
BHATTACHARJEE

A number of countries, including even Bangladesh, have prudently put several
laws into place to protect the rights of their rivers on a par with humans

he Parana Delta in Argentina is -

a huge mosaic of wetlands,
whic

Collective Environmental Appeal before

the Supreme Court of Justice to preserve
of the wetlands, Citing -
o countries like Bolivia,
Colombia, Ecuador, India and New
Zealand, it urged that “the Parana Delta -
lives, breathes, develops, pulses, feels. Our
:Tl.hl.' demand of the -
right to live in a healthy environment....
'J%e Delta has its own life and it is suc- 1
cumbing. It deserves protection and the

the integrit
precedents

petition goes beyon

recognition of rights”

e case is pending for a decision, like

v are part of an

a similar case in Peru.

international movement called Natures

Rights—giving the same Constitutional -
rights to the natural environment as
humans, recognising the inherent rights

of Mature to exist, thrive and evolve,

Four countries have already enacted ]
laws or amended their Constitutions to

this effect, Ecuador was the first country
which In 2008 wrote nature's rights in its
Constitution, enabling its ecosystemn to be

defendant in any court of law. Ecuador's
largest export, crude petroleam worth
some 56 billion, represents 29 per cent of
GDP, but its extraction has led to huge
deforestation in the Amazon basin inha-
bited by cight indigenous tribes, conta-
minating their water and cansing wide- -

spread i

Subjected to increasing encroachment -

of thelr land by greedy oll companies, the

cauntry witnessed several uprisings by |

these communities. Now, its Constitution
has a chapter called Rights for Nature,
which the Ecuadorian refer to as the

Rights of Pachamama, the Mother Earth:
“Mature, or Pachamama, where life is :
reproduced and occurs, has the right to -
integral respect for its existence and for

are incredibly rich in
biodiversity. But for the last

three years now, it has been fac-

ing severe drought. The receding water
level and human activities like clearing the
land for cattle grazing or for real estate
development combined with intense heat
hawe led to the shrinking of the wetlands, -
In July 2020, two NGOs filed a @

IN 2017, THE:
NEW ZEALAND
PARLIAMENT
PASSED A
LEGISLATION

- DECLARING THAT:
- TE AWA TUPUA—
THE RIVER:

AND ALL ITS'
PHYSICAL AND:
METAPHYSICAL
ELEMENTS WILL
HENCEFORTH
POSSESS ‘ALL:
THE RIGHTS,

- POWERS, DUTIES,
AND LIABILITIES"
OF A LEGAL
PERSON:

the maintenance and regeneration of its
life cycles, structure, functions and evo-
lutiomary processes, All persons, comm-
nities, peoples, and nations can call
upon public authorities to enforce the

Rights of Nature!

The ancient indigenous tribes viewed
life and nature as one. The ancient Maori -
tribes in Wew Fealand had regarded !
their Whanganui River as a living being -
inseparabde from them, “Ko au te awa, ko |
te awa ko au (I am the river, the river is ©

me)”, that's their connection to the ancient -

river they had revered for the past 700
years, The river has been their life - It gave

them food and medicine and means of

communication and transport. An indi-

visible living whole, the river was their

physical healer and spiritual redeemer,
their "awa tupna”—the river of sacred

{The author, former
. Director General at the
| Office of the Comptroller |
& Auditor General of |
India, is @ Professor at
the Arun Jaitley |
Mariomal Institute of
* Financial Management) |

wer. Their ount authori-
E\?mﬂcr it wg:r?::]u:pcd by the
European settlers when they
arrived in the mid-1800s.

This loss of authority was

sealed finally a government
decree that took away all their
rights, to leave them helplessky
watch and resent the exploitation
of the Whanganui for tourism,
extraction of gravel from its bed,
and most audaciously, diversion of
its for headwater for hydroelectric-
ity, deeply affronting the Maoris
belief that the river head was the
maost sacred part the river that was
thelr ancestor,

In 2017, the New Zealand
Parliament passed a legislation
declaring that Te Awa Tupua—the
elver and all its physical and meta-
phisical elements will henceforth

possess “all the rights, powers,
duties, and ]iab:i.ljl.ic;gufa legal per-
som, representing “the beginning of
a renewed and enduring relation-
ship.’ with the river, while the gov-
ermument soarghit to“atone for its past
wromps and begin the process of
h::diujmjg.“l

The Te Awa Th Act, appoin-
ted mn}guardis.n:mc m\frp?;nn:
representative of the Maoris and
another of the government fo facili-
tate such reconciliation,

Columbia has also protected its
part of the Amazon, giving the
rainforests the same legal right as
humans, In 2018, in response toa
petition, the Supreme Court of
Colombia recognized that "funda-
mental rights of life, health, the
minimum subsistence, freedom,
and human dignity are substanti-

elly linked and determined by the
environment and the ecosystem”
and declared that the Colombian
Amazon was entitled to protection,
conservation, maintenance and
restoration, while it ordered the
government to develop and imple-
ment action plans to address
deforestation,

The movement for nature's
rights has now spread across all
continents. In the USA, some law-
suits are pending before Courts

imi rights for ecosystems.
In 2010, the City Council of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania had unan-
imously passed an ordinance rec-

izing the rights of nature as part

a IZIB.]:.IB on :I]g’lc gas drilling I;Jazl.ld
fracking. In Canada, in 2021, a
county municipality recognised
the Canadian Magpie River's “legal
rights of personhood”, Across the
world, many countries, includi
Switzerland, Portugal, France
Brazil, have specified to the govern-
ment its obligations regarding pro-
tection of nature,

In our neighbourbood, in a
landmark ruling in 2019 without
parallel amywhere in the world, the
Bangladesh Supreme Court has
accorded all its rivers - and there are
humdreds - the same rights as living
Ireings, protecting hundreds of
waterways and the worlds larpgest
delta, the Sundarbans.

People who damage the rivers
can now be taken to court by the
government-appointed National
River Conservation Cosmmission for
harming a living entity. In 2021, the
Pakistan Supremne Court also recog-
nized the need to protect the rights

of nature by observing that "the
environment needs to be protected
in its om right” and that “man and
his environment each need to com-
promise for the better of both and
this pesceful co-existence requires
that the law treats environmental
objects as holders of legal rights”

As an ancient civilisation roo-
ted in nature, India also recognis-
e3 the rights of nature in the
Constitution, Article 484 under
the Directive Principles of State
Policy demands lhtgjtatt to “pro-
tect and improve the environ-
mient and safesuard the forests and
wildlife of the country’, while
Article 51A (g) imposes a funda-
mental duty upon citizens to "pro-
tect and improve the natural envi-
ronment, including forests, rivers,
and wildlife, and to have compas-
stom for all living creatures’

In 2017, taking a cue from the
Wha ui, the Uttarakhand Hi
Cmmr?:é cxplicitly recognized the
rivers (Gianga and Yamuna as living
entities “with all corresponding
tights, duties and liabilities of a Hv-
ing persor’s The Supreme Court has
also passed various orders from
time to time to protect the Hi
Mother whao is Em:ed tov absor
more than 1 billion gallons of
waste that flow into it every day
from sewer drains, leather tanner-
ies, factories and elsewhere.

Namami G has been more
ahout rodomontade than real clean-
ing of the river. Courts cannot force
behavior cha of people and
businesses. Only the State can do
that. Unfortunately, it is vet to act
with the required urgency
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