File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

The Times of India- 17- September-2022

Free link to sewers to cut
pollution level in Yamuna

Siddhanta.Mishra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: By reducing the cost
of sewer connections to zero un-
der the “Mukhyamantri Muft
Sewer Connection Yojana”, Del-
hiJalBoard(DJB)isonitswayto
achieving the aim of no sewage
flowing into storm-water drains,
claim officials.

Launched in 2019 by chief mi-
nister Arvind Kejriwal, more
than 65,000 sewer connections
have been provided under this
scheme, mainly to tap sewage in
unauthorised colonies that lack
proper sewer lines. Due to this,
sewage flows into open drains
and ultimately enters Yamuna.
By theendof thisyear, DJB’s tar-
get is to provide sewer connec-
tions toaround1lakh houses.

Approximately 19 million
gallons of sewage still remains
untapped daily. Experts believe
if the city hasto improve the con-
dition of itsriver, then itmustin-
crease the overall capacity of se-
wage treatment plants (STP).

Kejriwal'svowof cleaningthe
river by 2025 is dependent on aug-
mentation of STPs. The current
capacity of treatment of waste-
water at the city’s 35 STPs stands

at 632 MGD. In July 2020, around
MMGDof sewagewasflowing in-
tostorm-waterdrains, but by Sep-
tember 2022 this figure dropped to
19 MGD as a result of proper se-
wer connections and lines.

Last month, DJB vice-chair-
person Saurabh Bharadwaj met
officials regarding the sewer
network and directed them tofo-
cus on areas vet to be connected
with lines. The officials were
further instructed to check
open drains from households
and colonies located alongside
Yamuna and immediately link
them with sewer lines.

Earlier, the sewer infrast-
ructure for a 200 square metre
housein A and B category colo-
niescost Rs2-2.51akh, Rs2lakh
for C category, Rs 1.5 lakh for D
category and Rs 70,000 to Rs 1
lakh for categories E, F, G and
H. Now, the government does it
free of cost without charging
forforms, installation, etc.

In February, Delhi govern-
ment notified 50 colonies whe-
resewer lines were laid and on-
Iy household connections were
pending. Out of 1,799 unautho-
rised colonies, the sewerage
systemwaslaid in561and work
was in progress in 593.
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