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Govt. to revise Periyar
Action Plan with fund
allocation for projects

Assurance given before NGT, which had pulled up authorities for inordinate delay in

implementing the plan to rejuvenate river; supervisors asked to conduct field-level visits

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

he government has
T said that the Peri-
yar Action Plan will

be modified with definite
timeline and fund alloca-
tion for identified projects.

The assurance was gi-
ven before the National
Green Tribunal (NGT),
which had pulled up the
authorities for the inordi-
nate delay in implement-

ing the action plan to rejuv-

enate the river.

On the plan to set up a
common effluent treat-
ment plant (CETP) in the
Edayar industrial area, the
government said industrial
units had been asked to
form a special purpose
vehicle or a consortium to
set up CETPs and to ensure
their operation and main-
tenance. The Kerala State
Pollution Control Board
(PCB) has been told to ex-
tend technical assistance
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Industrial units have been asked to set up a common effluent
treatment plant in Edayar on the Janks of the Periyar. FILE PHOTO

to such projects.

The report submitted by
the government said the
Local Self-Government de-
partment (LSGD) was regu-
larly reviewing and moni-
toring issues related to the
formulation of a revised ac-
tion plan. Performance au-
dit supervisors have been
asked to conduct field-level
visits.

The Superintending En-
gineer, LSGD, will hold

meetings with local bodies
and obtain the action plan
for practical solutions. The
Irrigation department said
the action plan was being
worked out with the sup-
port of the District Collec-
tors concerned.

Fund for STPs

The Additional Chief Secre-
tary, Department of Envi-
ronment, has informed lo-
cal bodies that the funds

required for setting up
sewage treatment plants
(STPs) could be availed
from the 202122 Plan
Fund.

The funds for solid
waste management pro-
jects can be availed from
the World Bank assistance
for solid waste manage-
ment. The Kerala Water
Authority will extend assis-
tance in setting up STPs.

The NGT had pulled up
the government for the
“utter lack of concern for
the continuing serious pol-
lution [of the Periyar river]
and consequences on pu-
blic health and environ-
ment. It continues to cause
deaths and diseases and al-
so affect food safety on ac-
count of polluted water be-
ing used for irrigation.”
Reports of the authorities
during the past several
years did not point to im-
provement in water quality
of the river at any of the lo-
cations in question, it said.
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Monsoon withdrawal to
begin in next 2 days: IMD

NEW DELHI: After a late
spurt in rainfall, the southwest
monsoon is all set to enter the
withdrawal phase over the
next two days, the weather
office said on Monday.
“Conditions are becom-
ing favourable for withdrawal
of southwest monsoon from
parts of north-west India and
Kutch during the next two
days,” the India Meteorologi-
cal Department said.
According to the weather
office, India had received 7
per cent excess rains, but eight
states, including the rice bowl
states of Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar, received deficient rain-
fall which could lead to lower
farm output this kharif season.

Jharkhand, Delhi, Punjab,
Tripura, Mizoram and Mani-
pur are the other states that
have recorded deficit rainfall.

The south-west monsoon
season begins on June 1 and
continues till September 30.

India received 872.7 mm
of rainfall between June 1 and
September 19, which was 7 per
cent higher than the normal
rainfall of 817.2 mm for the
period under review.

“Due to the anti-cyclonic
flow over northwest India at
lower tropospheric levels, dry
weather is very likely over west
Rajasthan, Punjab and adjoin-
ing areas of Haryana during
the next five days,” the weather
office said. AGENCIES
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Market forces could play arole in India’s water security

SIDDHARTH DESAI & OMKAR SATHE
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