STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

Water levels in at least eight
major irrigation projects in
the Godavari and Krishna
basins in the State crossed
94 per cent of the Current
Storage Capacity (CSC) due
to the incessant rains that
lashed the State in August
and September, officials
said.

With the dams receiving
huge inflows from upstream
and catchment areas, water
levels in Srisailam and Na-
garjuna Sagar Project (NSP)
in Krishna basin touched 99
per cent of the CSC while
Singur dam and Sriram
Sagar Project reached 99 per
cent. The Nizam Sagar
touched 100 per cent.

The CSC in Lower Manair
Dam (LMD), Kaddam and
Sripada Yellampally project
hovered between 94 and 98
per cent. The Singur dam,
SRSP, Nizam Sagar, LMD,
Kaddam and Sripada Yel-
lampally project were in Go-
davari basin, officials said
adding that the CSC in
Priyadarshini Jurala Project
(PJP) in Krishna basin
reached 80 per cent.

Barring PJP and Srisailam,
inflows into the remaining
water bodies had dropped
considerably. Both PJP and
Srisailam were getting
94,600 cusecs and 1.20 lakh
cusecs of water, respec-
tively, from upstream areas.
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Eight projects almost full

With incessant rains in Aug & Sept, storage level at Srisailam and NSP reaches 99%
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Presently, engineers at all
irrigation projects in the
State were closely monitor-
ing the water levels by grad-
ually reducing outflows.
Since Srisailam dam was
getting 1.20 lakh cusecs of
inflows, 71,029 cusecs of
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water was being released
downstream to NSP.

The Kaddam project in
Adilabad, which received
record inflows of over five
lakh cusecs of water from
upstream areas in Maha-
rashtra during the rains in

August, was now getting
only 5,505 cusecs of inflows.
The water levels had earlier
overflowed from the radial
crest gates posing threat to
the dam structure. Luckily,
the inflows started dipping
as the rains receded.



STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

A report on ‘Dynamic
Ground Water Resources
computed for Telangana
State for the year 2022’ has
revealed that the average
groundwater level in the
State has increased by more
than 4.26 metres in the last
seven years,

The report, released by
Special Chief Secretary, Irri-
gation and Command Area
Development (CAD) Rajat
Kumar, said the rise was ob-
served in 83 per cent of the
mandals and was the highest
in the country. According to
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TS groundwater levels rise by 4.26 m

The increase was observed in 83 per cent of the
State’s mandals; extraction of subsoil water
reduced by 8 per cent compared to 2020

the report, the total ex-
tractable groundwater avail-
ability stood at 680 TMC,
which was more than twice
the water allocation to
Telangana in the Krishna
basin. Also, groundwater ex-
traction in the State was re-
duced by eight per cent
compared to 2020.
Telangana, which consti-
tutes 3.5 per cent of the geo-
graphical area of the coun-

try, contributed 3.5 per cent
of extractable groundwater
resources in 2014 which had
increased to 4.8 per cent by
2022. The Centre has appre-
ciated the State’s efforts in
raising the water table and
reducing dependability on
groundwater. The water
levels have risen because of
multipronged efforts made
by the State government,
Rajat Kumar said.

The efforts include the
restoration of 27,472 tanks
under Mission Kakatiya, lift-
ing of water through KLIS,
filling of irrigation tanks reg-
ularly by linking them with
major and medium projects
and construction of artificial
recharge structures such as
check dams, percolation
tanks and recharge shafts.

Complimenting the
Ground Water Department,
Rajat Kumar said a sub-
committee, comprising offi-
cers of Groundwater, Indus-
tries, Agriculture and
Panchayat Raj departments,
was constituted to recom-
mend specific measures.
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A View Of The Ganga: How
Varanasi Cleaned Up Its Act

Shailvee.Sharda
@timesgroup.com

hese days, the rooftop

view of the Ganga from

any of the old houses
built on Varanasi's famous
Dashashwamedh Ghat is clear
and awe-inspiring, framed by
the Malviya Bridge and the
Ramnagar Bridge. For scores
of tourists and professional
photographers, that's a must-
have image.

But just a few years back,
that photo would have only
captured haze. “Pilgrims and
visitors were turned ofl by the
haze over the Ganga, Many of
them wore masks because of
pollution. But things are im-
proving,” says Dinesh Shan-
kar Dubey resident of Da-
shashwamesdh Ghat and secre-
tary, Gangotri Sewa Samiti.

Boatmen on the Ganga

agres, amvl they say boats using - |

CNG-fuelled engines is the ma-
jor reason. Shambhu Sahani
of the Banaras Naukayan
Sewa Samiti (a body of more
than 600 motor boatmen) says:
“Though there are teething
troubles, many of us are will-
ing to embirace the new tech-
nology as pollution tarnishes
the image of Varanasiall over
the world”, A tourist guide at
Chausatthi Ghat, Durga Shan-
kar, says hattery-powered rick-
shaws and CNG buses have
made a difference. Homestay
owner Amal Kumar Roy iden-
tifies “road cleaning activities
by civie authorities™ as an-
other factor

Varanasi's cleaner air re-
cently made national head-
lines. A Central Pollution Con-
trol Board study of 132 cities,
all of which were under the
National Clean Air Pro-
gramme (NCAP), showed Va-
ranasi achieving the biggest
decline, 51%, in PM10 levels
hetween 2017 and 2021.

So, how did the world's old-
est ety clean up its act?

Measuring The Change

In Varanasi, air pollution
is monitored by the UP Pollu-
tion Control Board. It has set
up monitoring stations in
four locations in the eity
while a fifth is coming up
soon. These stations track the
air guality against parame-
ters for PM10, PM2.5, oxides
of sulphur and nitrogen (S0x
and NOx)h.

The station in Ardhali Ba-
#Ar(incidentally Ardhali is the
Hindi fior “orderly’)y is the ald-
est, It's a busy crossing, De-
spite the crowds, average PM10
levels declined firom 24 units
{microgram per cubic mehe)

in 2017 to 142 in 2021, The de-
cline continues — PM10 levels
have been around 79.7 in the
current calendar year. Even
PM2.5(the main current cause
of concern vis-a-vis air pollu-
tion) levels are declining, The
average was around 95 units
in 2018 and has dropped to
26.00 in 2022,

Monitoring at other sta-
tions began in July 2021. The
one at Maldahiya is placed at
a busy crossing. The average
for PM10 in July-December
2021 was 107.20 units, It
dropped to 91.57 for January-
August. PCB's measure of
good days in terms of AQI -
good days are those with AGL
of less than 200, higher than
that mark are bad days - also

SWEEPING CHANGE: CNG buses
and boats and e-rickshaws are

credited with bringing about
an improvement in Varanasi's
air quality

shows an uptick. In 2018, there
were 143 good days, in 2022, the
number jumpexd to 225,

How It All Changed

Director, [ESD, BHU, Akh-
ilesh Raghubanshi says, “The
decline in PM10 is an outcome
of several factors, including
regular monitoring, road de-
velopment, cleaning, improved
powersupply ithis checked the
use of diesel generators), and
the switch from traditional to
electric and CNG buses.” His
colleague Teerthankar Baner-
jee, who studies PMI10 and
PM2.5 trajectories, saye the
biggest reason is mechanisa-
tion of road-cleaning work.
“Road dust is the biggest
source of PM10 and over the
past few years civicauthorities
have focused on pavement de-
velopment and road cleaning,”
he points out,

The Varanasi Municipal
Corporation (VMC) is per-
haps that rare urban body
that's an agent of change amd
not a dogeed defender of the
status quo. UP's principal sec-
retary, urban development,
Amrit Abhijat, says VMC de-

plovs two mechanical sweep-
ing machines, wses two water
sprinklers of 6,000 litres ca-
pacity each, and one mist gun
of 10,000 litres capacity

The mist gun is particu-
larly effective - it creates
mist in a 30-meter radius at
180 degrees angle. That re-
maoves fine dust in the air
and on treetops. This gun-
carrying vehicle covers
around 50-80 km of roads
every day And even unpaved
roads - an Indian reality
were factored in.

The Other View

Some have a different take,
“The BHU campus is greensr
than the rest of the city while
Ardhali Bazar is one of the

According to Gol data, the
world’s oldest city has
shown the sharpest decline
nationally in PM10 levels.
Among other things, what
helped was a mist gun

busiest crossings. Still, the
readings of Ardhali Bazar are
lower than those for BHLL This
ralsesdoubt,” says Ekia Shek-
har of The Climate Agenda,
She says while VMC has in-
stalled sensors to monitor pol-
Iutiomn, the data is not in public
domain unlike data from cen-
tral and UF PCBs. Shekhar
also argues four sensors are
too fisw to track pollution in a
city as big as Varanasi.

So, What Mext?

Tackling PM25 levels, say
experts, is the big challenge.
Equally erucial, says Pravin
Rana, BHU faculty member, is
sustaining current efTorts.

The boatmen’s association
points to one hurdle in terms
of sustaining the tempao.
“There is only one CNG refill-
ing station for us. We need
three stations and it's difficult
1o get CNG engines repaired,”
points out Sahani. Officials
insist everything's on track.
At stake, among other things,
is that Famous view
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REVIEW STUDY ON
POLAVARAM DAM
EFFECTS: T'GANA

Srinivasa Rao Apparasu

letters@hindustantimes.com

HYDERABAD: The Telangana
government has appealed to the
Centre to commission an inde-
pendent study to observe the
effects on the backwaters of
Godavari river due to the con-
struction of Polavaram major
irrigation project in Andhra
Pradesh, persons in the know of
the development said on Friday.

In a letter to Union irrigation
secretary Pankaj Kumar on
Wednesday, Telangana special
chief secretary (irrigation) Rajat
Kumar said a committee of a
technical team comprising of
chief engineers from all riparian
states — Telangana, AP, Chhattis-
garh and Odisha — besides
experts from Central Water Com-
mission and National Institute of
Hydrology may be set up to study
backwater effects of Polavaram
project on the riparian states.

“There is every need for
transparency in sharing the
data and formulating a sound
technical solution acceptable to
all,” Kumar said.
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