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Govt. app to capture data
on groundwater levels

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

With the rapidly declining
water table threatening to
push many regions into
drought, the Union govern-
ment on Tuesday launched
a mobile application — Jal-
doot — jointly developed
by the Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj Minis-
tries to monitor the
groundwater levels across
the country.

The application was
launched by Minister of
State for Rural Develop-
ment Faggan Singh Kulaste
in the presence of Minis-
ters Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti
and Kapil Moreshwar Patil.

Rise and fall

The Central Ground Water Board measured the groundwater
level in wells in November 2021 against the decadal

mean of November (2011-2020)

Top 3 major States where
% of water level in wells
increased

Tamil Nadu

80 82 84 86

Bottom 3 major States
where % of water level in
wells dipped

Punjab

Source: PIB

The app will be used to
capture the water levels of
two or three open wells in
every village twice a year,
from May 1 to 31 during the

pre-monsoon time and
from October 1to 31.
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Govt. app to capture
data on groundwater

To ensure transparency, the officers assigned for
the task have been told to upload the geotagged
photographs through the app each time the mea-
surement is done.

The mobile app, the Ministry in a statement
said, will work in online and offline modes to en-
sure that lack of Internet connectivity does not
come in the way of the exercise. The regular data
from the ‘Jaldoots’ would be integrated with the
database of the National Water Informatics
Centre, which can be utilised for analysis and help
in conservation efforts. “The State governments
and gram panchayats should involve themselves
towards systematically collecting groundwater le-
vel data and assimilation of the same in the central
digital database for analysis. We believe that data
generated by this exercise will help us in better
planning and give us the right assessment of the
problem at hand,” Mr. Kulaste said.
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THE WATER LEVEL IN THE RIVER SHOT UP TO 206.38 METRES BY 7 PM

Raging Yamuna floods low-lying
hundreds evacuated In city

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: A swollen
Yamuna flooded low-lying
areas along the riverbanks in
Delhi on Tuesday, prompting
authorities to evacuate hun-
dreds of people and suspend
rail traffic movement on the
Old Yamuna Bridge.

The water level in the river
shot up to 206,38 metres by 7
pm, much above the danger
mark of 205.33 metres and the
highest since August 2019,

The low-lying areas near the
river in Delhi are considered
vulnerable to flooding and are
home to around 37,000 people.

“Maost of the people have
been shifted to community
centres, schools and tempo-
rary lents, Nobody is at risk,” a
senior government official said.

The river breached the dan-
ger mark of 205,33 metres in
Delhi on Monday night and
the evacuation mark of 206

metres early Tuesday morn-
ing following heavy rain in the
upper catchment areas over the
last few days.

East Delhi District Magis-
trate Anil Banka said an evacu-
ation alert was issued Tuesday
Mmorning.

“Around 12,000 people
living in low-lying areas near
the riverbanks have shifted to

higher grounds. Arrangements
have been mace for their stay
at government schools and
night shelters in nearby areas.”
he said.

Announcements are being
made to caution people about
a further increase in the water
level, Banka said.

“Rail traffic over OId
Yamuna Bricge/Delhi has

been temporarily suspended
since 16:17 hrs today as the
water level in Yamuna river
has crossed the danger mark,
Trains shall be diverted to run
via New Delhi,’ a spokesperson
of the Northern Railway said.

This is the second time
within two months that the
authorities are evacuating the
people living in the river flood-
plains due to flooding.

The Yamuna had breached
the danger mark of 205.33
metres on August 12, follow-
ing which around 7,000 people
were evacuated from the low-
lyving areas near the riverbanks.

The water level had shot
up to 205.99 metres on August
13 before the river started
receding.

The authorities reported a
discharge rate of around 96,000
cusecs at 7 am from the Hath-
nikund barrage in Haryana,
It reduced to around 29,169
cusecs by 6 pm.

The discharge rate was
2,95,212 cusecs at 6 am on
Monday, which is the highest
s0 far this year. One cusec is
equivalent to 28,32 litres per
second.

Normally, the flow rate
at the Hathnikund barrage is
352 cusecs, but the discharge
increases after heavy rainfall in
the catchment areas.

The water discharged from
the barrage normally takes
two to three days to reach the
national r.'api1a|.

Incessant rains have bat-
tered parts of Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh and north
Uttar Pradesh over the last few
days. Delhi also recorded a
four-day long rain spell start-
ing September 21,

The calchment of the
Yamuna river system covers
parts of Uttar Pradesh, Utta-
rakhand, Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Delhi.
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Yamuna level rises
further; govt. moves
5,500 people to safety

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Around 5,500 people were
shitted from low-lying
areas near the Yamuna
floodplains to schools,
community centres and
temporary tents on Tues-
day.

The water level of the
Yamuna crossed the ‘dan-
ger mark’ on Monday and
is expected to rise further,
according to authorities.

The water level mea-
sured at the Old Railway
Bridge in Delhi was 206.38
metres at 6 p.m. on Tues-
day, up from 206.07
metres at 6 a.m., as per of-
ficial data.

The warning level of the
Yamuna in Delhi is 204.5
metres and the danger
mark is 205.33 metres —
both measured at the Old
Railway Bridge.

“At 4 p.m., 32,912 cusecs
of water was released from
the Hathnikund barrage in
Haryana. We expect the
water level to rise to
206.50 metres by 10 p.m.
tonight,” an official said.

The Hathnikund bar-
rage is the point along the
river in Haryana, upstream
of Delhi, and water re-
leased from the barrage af-
fects the flow of the river in
the Capital.

About 37,000 people liv-
ing in the Yamuna flood-
plains and low-lying areas

A view of the Yamuna, flowing
over the ‘danger mark; from
the Old Railway Bridge. THE
HINDU

in the city are considered
vulnerable to flooding. The
Delhi government starts
evacuation efforts when
the water level crosses the
206 metre mark.

No one at risk
“We started the evacuation
process on Monday night.
Right now, no one is at
risk, as we have moved
everyone to higher
grounds. We are also pro-
viding food, water and
shelter to the evacuated
people,” said Anil Banka,
District Magistrate (East).
Almost every year, the
Delhi government sets up
temporary tents near these
affected areas and people
are moved to them or go-
vernment schools if re-
quired.
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