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India-Bangladesh MoU
on water withdrawal
oets cabinet approval

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Union cabi-
net on Wednesday gave its ex-
post facto approval to a memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU) between India and
Bangladesh on withdrawal of
up to 153 cusecs of water each
by both the countries from the
common border river Kushiy-
ara. The MoU signed in Sep-
tember 6 will enable Assam to
withdraw up to 153 cusecs of
water from Kushivara river
duringthedry season (Novem-
ber 1 to May 31) for their con-
sumptive water requirement
“A joint monitoring team
willbeset up by both the count-
riesto monitor the withdrawal
of water by each side during
dry season,” said a statement
of the Jal Shakti (water reso-
urces) ministry on the cabinet
decision. Both countries had
finalised the text of MoU on in-
terim water sharing of Kushi-

varariverduring the 38th mee-
ting of the ministerial-level jo-
intrivers commission of India
and Bangladesh, held here on
August 25.

In the meeting, both sides
also finalised the design and
location of water intake point
on the Feni river to meet the
drinking water needs of Sa-
broom town in Tripura as per
the October 2019 India-Bangla-
desh MoU on this issue.

Oneof theimportantareas
of cooperation, where India
has been assisting Bangla-
desh, is sharing of real time
flood data. India has recently
extended the period of flood
data sharing beyond October
15 to help Bangladesh address
unforeseen flood events.

India and Bangladesh sha-
re 54 rivers, of which seven ha-
ve been identified earlier for
developing framework of wa-
ter-sharing agreements on
priority.
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THE WATER LEVEL TO RECEDE FURTHER OVER THE NEXT 2 TO 3 DAYS

Yamuna water level starts dropping
but still above danger mark: Officials

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The water level
in Yamuna river in Delhi started
receding after breaching the
evacuation mark of 206 metres,
with Haryana reducing the flow
from the Hathnikund Barrage
in Yamunanagar, officials said
on Wednesday.

Authorities said they expect
the Yamuna water level to recede
further over the next two to
three days as there has been no
significant rainfall in the upper
catchment areas of the river or
in Delhi.

A swollen Yamuna flooded
low-lying areas along the riv-
erbanks in Delhi on Tuesday,
prompting authorities to evacu-
ate around 6,500 people and sus-
pend rail traffic movement on
the Old Yamuna Bridge.

The water level in the river
shot up to 206.59 metres by 7
am, much above the danger
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mark of 205.33 metres and the
highest since August 2019. But
itdropped to 206,58 metres by 8
am and further to 206.41 metres
by 3 pm.

The water level is predicted
to drop to 206.05 metres by 9
pm, a forecast issued by the Cen-
tral Water Commission said.

A senior government official
said they have deploved a large
number of civil defence workers

in the affected low-lying areas
to prevent people from mowv-
ing back into their houses till
the water recedes to the nor-
mal level.

The low-lying areas near the
river in Delhi are considered
vulnerable to flooding and are
home to around 37,000 people.

“Most of the people shifted
to safer places themselves, The
Delhi administration had to

evacuate around 6,500 and
move them to community
centres, schools and tempo-
rary tents,” East Delhi District
Magistrate Anil Banka said.

“We expect the water to
recede to normal levels in two
to three days. Thereafter, these
people can go back to their
places.” he said.

Though the land along the
Yamuna belongs to the Delhi
Development Authority, Rev-
enue Department and private
individuals, encroachments
have come up on a large part of
river floodplains over the years.

The river breached the dan-
ger mark of 205.33 metres in
Delhi on Monday night and the
evacuation mark of 206 metres
early Tuesday morning follow-
ing an unusually late spell of
heavy rain in the upper catch-
ment areas between September
21 and September 25,

Mormally, flooding in the

Yamuna is reported in July or
August which receive manxi-
mum rainfall during the mon-
SOOM1 SEAS0LL

This is the second time
within two months that the
autharities are evacuating the
people living in the river flood-
plains due to flooding.

The Yamuna had breached
the danger mark of 205.33
metres on August 12, follow-
ing which around 7,000 peaple
were evacuated from the low-
lying areas near the riverbanks,

The water level had shot up
to 205.99 metres on August 13
beforethe river started receding,

The authorities reported a
discharge rate of around 25,400
cusees at 9 am on Wednesday
from the Hathnikund barrage
in Harvana. The discharge rate
was 2,95,212 cusecs at 6 am on
Maonday, which is the highest so
far this year, Oine cusec is equiv-
alent to 28.32 litres per second.
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In nature’s warning signs, a nudge to riparian states

here has been an increase in the
T magnitude, the frequency and the

Intensity of floods In many parts of the
world, As an example, nearly a third of Pakistan
iz experiencing devastation, with a spread of
digpesses and pevere shortage of potable water
after intense flooding. In June this year Assam
experienced one of its waorst floods in living
memaory which affected over 30 districts. [n some
districts in Assam and Bikar, flooding is a
recurrent feature, and thus a major impediment
in ensuring poverty alleviation and meeting
Millennium Development Goals,

Flooding is still considered to be a natural
phenomenon that cannot be entirely prevented,
Bug it is compounded by the lack of transparency
in the sharing of hydrological Information and
also information relating to activities (such as by
one riparian state) that are transhboundary in their
effect {affecting other riparian states), thus
serving as an obstacle in understanding the
magnitude of flooding.

On customary international law

In accordance with customary international Law,
no state has to use its territory in a manner that
causes harm to another state while using a shared
namral resource; this amounts to saying that
there is a binding obligation on all states not to
redease water to cause floods in another co-sharer
of the river water, This obligation gives rise to
other procedural norms that support the
management of floods, which include notification
of planned measures, the exchange of data and
Information, and also public participation.

The International Court of Justice (IC]), in the
Pulp Mills on the River Uruguay (Argentina vs
Uruguay) case (20100, upheld that conducting a
transboundary environmental impact assessment
{TEIA) of a planned measure or projects on the
shared water course is part of customary
international law, In fct, the 1G] noted that the
acting stare must notify the affected party of the
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With the
devastaring
effects of
climate change
visible, riparian
siaies across the
world muse
comply with all
the procedural
dutics pursuant
iy the no harm
e’

results of TELA to “enable the notified party to
participate in the process of ensuring that the
assessment is complete, so that it can then
comsider the plan and irs efects with a full
knowledge of the facte™.

The Brahmapuira and India’s concerns
Closer home, there is the case of China heing
the upper riparian in the Brahmaputra, which
spans India and Bangladesh, enjoying apparent
leverage vis-a-vis lower riparian India. During
the mensoon, Jooding has been the recurrent
feature in the last several decades in Assam.
India faces other woes in the form of the
construction of dames by China. China's
excessive water release, as a “dam controller”,
in violation of rustomary international law has
the potential to exacerbate flooding in Assam in
future. India's main concern is that there s no
comprehensive sub-basin or all basin-level
mechanism to deal with water management of
Brahmaputra. Neither India or China are party
to the United Mations Convention on the Law of
the Non-Navigational Uses of International
Watercourses (LNWC) 1957 or the United
Mations Economic Commission for Europe
(UNECE) on tha Protection and Use of
Transboundary Watercourses and International
Lakes 1992 (Water Convention),

The UNWC contains a direct reference to
floods, which covers harmiful conditions and
emergency situations. Article 27 of the
Convention says: "Watercourse States shall,
Individually and, where appropriate, jointy,
take all appropriate measures w prevent or
mitigate conditions ...that may be harmful to
other watercourse States, whether resulting
froem natural causes or human conduct, such as
floods or ice conditions, water-borne diseases,
siltation, erosion, salt-water intrusion, drought
or desertification.”

In the absence of any mechanism, India relies

on its memorandum of understanding (Mol
with China in 2013 with a view to sharing
Tydrobogical information during the flood season
{June to September), The Mol does not allow
India sceess to urbanisation and deforestation
agtivitiee on the Chinese gide of the river hasin.
With the Mol in the background, India by
becoming a party to either the UNWC and the
Warer Convention could lay the groundwork for a
bilateral treaty on the Brahmaputra but subject to
the reservation that it should not insist on the
insertion of a dispute settlement mechanism

provision.

India, Nepal and flood prevention

Floods are also a recurrent problem in the Koshi
and Gandak river basins that are shared by India
and Mepal. The intensity and magnitude of
flonding is rising because of heavy seasonal
precipitation as well as glacial retreat due to
global warming and human-induced siressors
such as land use and land cover changes in the
river basin area of Mepal (Terai) and Bihar, It is
important that the two neighbours view the river
basing as single entities, which will help in
Facilitating an integrated approach for improved
basin and fleod risk management. The
India-Nepal Koshl agreement 1954 {revised in
1966} is aimed at reducing devastating flooding in
the river basin. The treaty-based joint bodies have
also tried to refine the early warning systems for
flood forecasting, In contravention of procedural
custemary international law obligation, India
considers data on transboundary rivers as
classified information, which is one of the key
challenges in developing cross-border flood
warning systems. In light of the cataclysmic
fleods in Pakistan and the visible effects of
climate change, it is impartant that all dparian
states must comply with all the procedural duties
purswant to the no harm rale, They must also
think of becoming a party to either the UNWC or
the UNECE Water Convention.
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Tae EcoNovic TiMES

Cabinet clears MoU with Bangladesh on river water
withdrawal

Assam can withdraw upto 153 cusecs of
water from the common stretch of
3 Kushiyara river during dry season (1st

November to 31st May) for their
consumptive water requirement.

The Union Cabinet chaired by the
Prime Minister, Narendra Modi has

given its ex-post facto approval for a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Government of the
Republic of India and the Republic of Bangladesh on withdrawal of upto 153
cusecs of water each by India and Bangladesh from common border river
Kushiyara.

The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed on 6th September,
2022 between the Ministry of Jal Shakti, Government of the Republic of India
and Ministry of Water Resources, Government of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh on withdrawal of upto 153 cusecs of water each by India and
Bangladesh from common border River Kushiyara during dry season (1st
November to 31st May) for their consumptive water requirement.

A Joint Monitoring Team shall be set up by both the countries to monitor the withdrawal of
water by each side during dry season.
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Cabinet approves MoU with
Bdesh on water withdrawal

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 28
The Union Cabinet today
gave its ex post facto approval
to the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
between India and
Bangladesh on withdrawal of
up to 153 cusecs of water by
both the countries from the
border river, Kushiyara.

The MoU was signed on
September 6 between the

Ministry of Jal Shakti and
Bangladesh’s Ministry of
Water Resources on with-
drawal of water during the
dry season from November 1
to May 31 for their consump-
tive water requirement.

The government in an offi-
cial statement said, the MoU
will enable Assam to with-
draw water from the common
stretch of the river. —TNS
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