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Polavaram: TS for
third-party study

STATE BUREAU
Hyderabad

The Telangana government
on Thursday insisted on a
third-party study on the im-
pact of the Polavaram proj-
ect on the villages abutting
the backwaters. Odisha and
Chhattisgarh have also de-
manded decreasing the
height of the project to re-
duce submergence.

At a meeting of irrigation
officials from Telangana,
Odisha, Chhattisgarh and
Andhra Pradesh — held by
the Jal Shakti Ministry in
New Delhi — Special Chief
Secretary for Irrigation
Rajat Kumar argued that the
Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment made numerous
changes to the project dur-
ing construction, which in
turn has increased the
threat to villages abutting
the project’s backwaters.
He demanded that urgent
measures be taken to re-

duce the submergence
threat which is beyond pre-
vious estimations.

Rajat Kumar attributed
the inundation and damage
caused due to recent floods
in the Godavari near
Bhadrachalam to the in-
creased height of the
Polavaram project. As
against the 28 lakh cusecs-
flood in 1986 when the
water level in the river
reached only 61 m, it was at
71.5 m during this monsoon
despite the flood levels at 24
lakh cusecs. He alleged that
the estimations submitted
by Andhra Pradesh to the
Centre were full of flaws
and needed to be revisited.

Odisha and Chhattisgarh
officials also insisted on re-
ducing the height of the
project and undertaking
preventive measures to
avoid the submergence of
more villages. Further dis-
cussions on the issue would
resume on October 7.
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Monsoon ends officially, 7%
excess rainfall received:; IMD

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The southwest mon-
soon is set to officially come to
an end across India on Friday
after recording around 7%
excess rainfall, making 2022 an
“above normal” season. This is
the fourth consecutive year that
India’s monsoon has been in the
“normal” or “above normal” cat-
egory.

In 2021, monsoon rainfall was
99% of the long-period average
(LPA), considered “normal”; in
2020, monsoon was 109% of LPA
(above normal); in 2019, mon-
soon was 110% of LPA (above
normal).

To be sure, while overall
national rainfall deviation
remained relatively minor, this
year's monsoon was character-
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Note: Data according to IMD's gridded dataset, which has a
minor variation from numbers released by the department

ised by erratic rainfall, particu-
larly towards the end of the sea-
son. The final two weeks of Sep-
tember, a period which generally
experiences the weakest leg of
the monsoon, saw heavy rainfall

in a majority of northwest India.

Despite this, east and north-
east India saw 18% rain defi-
ciency, according to data main-
tained by the India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD). SPT
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Yamuna water level receding

but still above danger mark

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The water level
in Yamuna in Delhi has receded
slightly but it is still above the
danger mark of 205.33 metres
and the affected people will
have to wait for a few more
days before they can return to
their houses in low-lying areas
along the river, officials said on
Thursday.

According to the Central
Water Commission’s data, the
water level in the Yamuna
dipped from 206.59 metres at
7 am on Wednesday, the high-
est since August 2019, to 205.37
metres at 9 am on Thursday.It
is likely to drop below the dan-
ger mark of 205,33 metres dur-
ing the day.

The city administration
had issued a flood alert, sus-
pended rail traffic movement
on the Old Yamuna Bridge and
evacuated around 6,500 people
from low-lying areas close to
the Yamuna on Tuesday as the
river breached the evacuation
mark of 206 metres following
a late spell of heavy rain in the
upper catchment areas, espe-
cially Uttarakhand and Him-

Submerged shanties in o low-lying area near the Yomuna river, in New Delhi, on Thursday ]|

achal Pradesh, last week.
Since there has been no sig-
nificant rainfall in the upper
catchment areas over the last
to three days, the water flow
rate from Haryanas Hathni-
kund Barrage has also come
down from 96,000 cusecs at 7
am on Tuesday to 25,400 cusecs
at9 am on Wednesday and fur-
ther to 17,800 cusecs at 9am on

Thursday. One cusec is equiva-
lent to 28.32 litres per second.

Normally, the flow rate
at the Hathnikund barrage is
352 cusecs, but the discharge
increases after heavy rainfall in
the catchment areas.

‘The water discharged from
the barrage normally takes
two to three days to reach the
national Capital.

Officials said civil defence
workers deployed in the affected
low-lying areas are asking peo-
ple not to move back to their
houses till the water recedes to
the normal level.

‘The low-lying areas near the
river in Delhi are considered
vulnerable to flooding and are
home to around 37,000 people.

Most of the people shifted

to safer places themselves. The
Delhi administration had to
evacuate around 6,500 people
and move them to community
centres, schools and temporary
tents, an official said.

“We expect the water to
recede to normal levels in two
to three days. Thereafter, these
people can go back to their
places,” he said.

Though the land along the
Yamuna belongs to the Delhi
Development Authority, Rev-
enue Department and private
individuals, encroachments
have come up on a large part
of the river floodplains over
the years. Normally, flooding
in the Yamuna is reported in
July or August which receive
maximum rainfall during the
MONS00N Season.

Also, this was the second
time within two months that
a swollen Yamuna inundated
low-lying areas in Delhi, forcing
people to shift to safer places.

The Yamuna had breached
the danger mark of 205.33
metres on August 12, follow-
ing which around 7,000 people
were evacuated from the low-
lying areas near the riverbanks.
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Polavaram project will not affect
Bhadrachalam, says Union ministry

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Vijayawada

IN a bid to allay Telangana’s
fears that the Polavaram project
in Andhra Pradesh would sub-
merge the temple town of
Bhadrachalam, the Ministry of
Jal Shakti on Thursday stated
that such a situation would not
arise.

Telangana has been repeat-
edly saying that Bhadrachalam
in that State would be in peren-
nial trouble once the irrigation
project on the River Godavari is
completed.

The ModJS made the clarifica-
tion at a virtual meeting it con-
vened with the water resources
department officials of the four
stakeholder States: AP, Telan-
gana, Odisha and Chhattisgarh.
The meeting was held on a Su-
preme Court directive to clear
doubts on national project.

According to senior officials,
MoJS heard objections raised
by Telangana, Odisha and
Chhattisgarh during the pre-
liminary meeting.

Sources said the MoJS re-
jected Telangana’s request for
aresurvey of the impact of Go-
davari’s backwaters, saying
there was no threat of
Bhadrachalam getting flooded
as being reported.

The MoJS maintained that
surveys had been conducted
twice already - in 2009 and
again in 2011. It clarified that
there was no scope for any sub-
mergence as being apprehend-
ed by the other three States.

Officials of the AP Water Re-
sources Department reiterated
that the Polavaram project has
been taken up only after receiv-
ing all clearances. They said
model studies on the possible
impact of backwaters had

found no threat to Bhadracha-
lam as being projected by
Telangana.

Meanwhile, the Polavaram
Project Authority (PPA) offi-
cials explained that while the
Godavari River Water Disputes
Tribunal had recommended a
spillway with a release capacity
of 36 lakh cusescs, a structure
with a release capacity of 50
lakh cusecs was constructed.

“The project is being con-
structed as per the designs ap-
proved by the Centre. Though
we have asked Odisha and
Chhattisgarh to cooperate with
the State for a joint survey on
the submergence and flood
bank protection walls, Odisha
is not coming forward,” the
PPA officials reportedly said.

The Ministry would hold an-
other meeting in New Delhi on
October 7 with the technical de-
tails of backwaters’ survey.
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