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Projects worth X570
crore to clean Yamuna

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Delhi Jal Board (DJB) Chair-
man Manish Sisodia has gi-
ven administrative appro-
val to projects worth I570
crore to ensure “pollution-
free Yamuna by 2025”, the
Delhi government said on
Wednesday.

Funds for these projects
were allocated in the 2022-
23 budget.

The projects approved
by Mr. Sisodia include the
construction of decentral-
ised sewage treatment
plants in several areas of
Bawana and Mundka, and
laying of sewer lines in va-
rious unauthorised colo-
nies and rural areas of the
city.

Over the years, hun-
dreds of crores of rupees
have been spent on clean-

Only 2% of the river
flows in Delhi, but
the city accounts for
76% of the river’s
pollution load

ing the river’s Delhi
stretch.

However, except for Pal-
la — the point where the
river enters Delhi, water
on this stretch is still not
even fit for bathing during
most of the year, according
to the Delhi government’s
own data.

Only about 2% of the
1,400 km river flows bet-
ween Wazirabad and Ok-
hla in Delhi, but the city
accounts for 76% of the
pollution load on the river,
as per the erstwhile Yamu-
na Monitoring Committee
constituted by the National
Green Tribunal.
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Water authority seeks report on
illegal extraction of groundwater

BIJENDRA AHLAWAT

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

FARIDABAD, OCTOBER 5

The Haryana Water
Resources  (Conservation,
Regulation and Management)
Authority (HWRA) has sought
a status report on illegal
extraction of groundwater in
the city and the measures tak-
en to curb the supply of water
from unauthorised tubewells.

A number of unauthorised
water resources are being
allegedly used to supply
drinking waterin the city and
parts of the NCR.

In a letter addressed to the
DC, the HWRA has reported-
ly asked the district authori-
ties to conduct a probe and
submit a report within a
week. The HWRA has also
supplied a list of about 112
units allegedly engaged in

REPLY WITHIN A WEEK

B The HWRA has asked the
district authorities to
conduct a probe into ille-
gal extraction of ground
water and submit a
report within a week

® |t has also supplied a list
of about 112 units
allegedly engaged in ille-
gal extraction of water
and its onward supply

the illegal extraction of water
and its supply in an unautho-
rised manner.

A letter in this regard was

also written by the HWRA on
June 30. “You are requested to
get an inquiry conducted
through an enforcement offi-
cer and send a report to the
office within 15 days,” says the
letter addressed to the DC.

Though the communica-
tion had been sent earlier, the
alleged delay on part of the
officials concerned has made
the HWRA send a reminder,
according to sources. The
number of illegal tubewells in
the distriet could be around
500, given the difference in
the demand and supply of
water in the city, they added.

“Around 200 tankers supply
water from local resources
daily to Delhi,” said an offi-
cial. Though a disconnection
drive of illegal tubewells was
also launched in 2020, it was
halted after a protest.
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