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TS for new study on
Polavaram by CWC

Demand made at meet of irrigation officials

BALU PULIPAKA | DC
HYDERABAD, OCT. 7

Telangana has yet again
urged the Central Water
Commission (CWC) to
order a study on the impact
of backwaters of the
Polavaram project being
constructed by Andhra
Pradesh on the temple
town of Bhadrachalam.

The demand was made at
a meeting of the CWC
chairman R.K. Gupta with
irrigation department offi-
cials from Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Odisha.

Telangana said a fresh
study was required as the
one based on mathematical
model in the past did not
match the actual flood situ-
ation as was experienced
in July this year.

It said this year's July
floods affected 28,000

GROUND REALITY

® Telangana said a fresh
study was required as the
one hased on mathematical
model in the past did not
match the actual flood situ-
ation as was experienced in
July this year.

® TS said that there was a
need to study the impact of
standing water when the
dam reaches its FRL.

inhabitants, 11,000 families
and impacted 103
villages.

Telangana has also said

Meanwhile, Odisha and
Chhattisgarh asked the CWC
to take into consideration a
probable maximum flood of
58 lakh cusecs, which a
study by IIT-Roorkee had
said might occur, before any
permissions are finalised for
the project. Odisha officials
stated that it must consider
the 58 lakh cusecs mark for
both the design of the spill-
way and backwater effects,
and added that the previous
backwater study by CWC
and Andhra Pradesh had its
limitations that also included
operation protocol, hydrolo-
gy, and statutory clearances
for its '‘convenience hypothe-
sis’. Until these things are
settled and finalized, the
acceptance for public hear-
ing and joint survey is not
acceptable to Odisha, offi-
cials from the state told the
commission.

that there was a need to
study the impact of stand-
ing water when the
Polavaram dam reaches its
full reservoir level.

The drainage congestion
and submergence also
affects some 50,000 acres of
cropland in seven mandals
in about 150 villages,
Telangana said.

It also reminded the
Central Water Commission
that afflux formation
upstream of Polavaram
due to the backwater effect
was previously acknowl-
edged by the commission.

Andhra Pradesh, accord-
ing to a news release from
the Telangana irrigation
department, has agreed to
a joint survey of all major
streams on either side of
Godavari river.

M Page 9: Chhattisgarh,
Odisha raise concerns
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‘Himachal Pradesh gets
Rs 2,168 crore projects
for flood protection’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

SHIMLA: Union Minister of
Information and Broadcast-
ing Anurag Thakur on Fri-
day claimed that besides Rs
3,650 crore worth projects on
strengthening health, educa-
tion, roads and infrastructure
projects, the Centre has sanc-
tioned Rs 2,167.72 crore fund-
ing for IHimachal Pradesh in
connection with flood protec-
tion works.

The state has been fac-
ing huge losses as a result of
flash floods and natural disas-
ters and the centre has cleared
five major flood protection
projects.

“Ireally thank Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Union
Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra
Shekhawat for approving five
flood protection projects in
Himachal Pradesh at a cost of
about Rs. 2,167.72 crore,” he
declared at the function held at
Una, part of his parliamentary

constituency. The projects will
come-up at Suketi Khad, Swan
River and Seer Khad. Neces-
sary formalities have already
been completed the by union
government, he said.

“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has always considered
Himachal Pradesh as his sec-
ond home and has approved
all necessary projects as per the
requirement of Ilimachal.

Due to the divine calamity
in the hilly state of Himachal,
floods are common in every
rainy season, due to which
there is a lot of loss of life and
property every year, Thakur
said.

He recalled having taken-
up the matter with Union
Minister of Jal Shakti Gajen-
dra Shekhawat where he had
recently raised the issue per-
taining to damages being suf-
fered by the state to crops,
public and private properties
in view of the flash floods in
the state.
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