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Not the competent authority to give nod
for drawing groundwater in Delhi: CGWB

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Central Ground Water Bo-
ard (CGWB) is not the competent autho-

rity to grant permission to draw ground-

water in Delhiand a tubewell or borewell
registered with it is not equivalent toan
NOC todraw water for any purpose, This
was stated by CGWB in areport to Natio-
nal Green Tribunal (NGT).

The report was filed following NGT's
directions after a hospital in D-Block, Ja-
nakpuri approached the tribunal seeking
permission to extract groundwater. The
hospital’s tubewell was sealed by Delhi Jal
Board(DJB). The hospital, claiming it had
dug and registered the tubewell in 1997
with CGWB, approached NGT pointing
out that being an essential service, it requ-
ired 450 litres of water per patient perday

The hospital claimed that after the
tubewell was sealed and it became de-
pendent on DJB without any alternative

CGWB REPORT SAYS

No one can extract groundwater in
Delhi for domestic, commercial,

plan, it was causing difficulties during
summers when there were frequent
shortages of water supply.

NGT, in an order dated September 1, di-
rected CGWRB, Delhi Pollution Control
Committee and DJB to look into the matter:
It also sought details of the groundwater in
thearea. CGWB stated that thedepthof gro-
undwater in Mayapuri, which was 1.24km
from the hospital, varied from 39.26 metres
t0 35.38 metres below ground level. It added
that water was fresh at a shallow depth and
brackish to saline at deeper levels.

CGWB stated, “At a few places, the
concentration of fluoride and nitrate is
bevond the permissible limit, rendering
groundwater unfit for drinking purpo-
ses without treatment.”

“It is to clarify that registration of atu-
bewell is not a valid NOC required for
withdrawal of groundwater, No one can
extract groundwater in Delhi for domes-
tic, commercial, agricultural or industrial
use without the permission of the compe-
tent authority DJB, NDMC and district
magistrates are authorised officers for re-
gulationof groundwater development and
management in the revenue areas under
their jurisdiction,” said the report, men-
tioning a Delhi government notification.

Recommendingthe hospitaltoobtaina
NOC from DJB, the report stated, “CGWB
is not regulating groundwater extraction
in Delhi and DJB/district administration
is responsible for taking action against il-
legal extraction of groundwater.”
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Uttar Pradesh: 10 more killed

in rain-related incidents

OUR CORRESPONDENT

LUCKNOW: Ten more people
were killed in rain-related inci-
dents in Uttar Pradesh where
more than 650 villages in 16
districts were affected by floods
following heavy rainfall, offi-
cials said on Monday.

According to a report by the
relief commissioner’s office, the
lives of around 5.8 lakh people
have been impacted due to the
floods.

According to officials, nine
people were killed after heavy
rains lashed several parts of
Uttar Pradesh on Sunday.

In Jhansi, six people and
as many others were injured
in lightning strikes on Mon-
day afternoon, officials said on
Monday. Sub Divisional Magis-
trate, Mauranipur, Mrityunjay
Mishra said Kranti (28), her
daughter Nikita (15) and Pinki
(25), all from the district’s Itail
village, died in lightning strike.

Kunjan (25) of Bhadarwara
village and Basari village-resi-
dent Charan Singh (36) were
killed in lightning strikes, the
SDM said, adding that five oth-
ers were injured and admitted
to the hospital.

Govind Singh (49), a resi-
dent of Lakhanpura Raksa, was
also killed in lightning strike
while working in his agricul-
ture field, SDM (Sadar) Jhansi,

Flooded roads along the Tilak Nagar Sisamau drain following heavy

downpour, in Kanpur on Monday

P1l

Shashi Bhushan said, adding
that another person was also
injured in the incident.

In Balrampur, two people
died after being swept away
in flood waters, even as res-
cue operations are on find two
others, officials said. The body
of Sumrita (55), hailing from
Madarhava village, was taken
out from a flooded pond while
the body of Alam (16), who was
swept away was recovered on
Monday, police said.

The flood waters sub-
merged the Gonda-Barhni-
Gorakhpur railway bridge in
Balrampur affecting the move-
ment of trains.

According to Balrampur
station superintendent PR
Somvanshi, the movement of

over two dozen trains were
affected after the flood waters
submerged the railway bridge.

Movement of trains has
been stopped there till further
orders, he said.

Amethi’s Jamo police sta-
tion SHO Akhilesh Gupta said
the wall of a house belonging to
a man named Ram Sanjeevan’s
(37) collapsed on Sunday night,
leading to his death.

The deceased was staying
alone in his house, he added.

In Pratapgarh district, a
man named Dilip Singh (30)
of Rehua Lalganj village died
while his cousin was seri-
ously injured after the wall of
their house collapsed, Udaipur
police station Station House
Officer Ranvijay Singh said.
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Why late rainfall
may lead to more
intense farm fires

Gurpreet Singh Nibber
and Neeraj Mohan

letters@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH/KARNAL: An unex-
pected drop in temperatures
caused by unseasonal rainfall may
have reduced pollution levels in
the national capital and the north-
ern plains, butitwill further delay
maturing of paddy, leaving a
shorter window for farmers in
Punjab and Haryana to sow the
next crop, forcing cultivators to
resort to burning stubble, and
leading to a more intense pollution
spikein theregion.

The Punjab government has
deputed 50,000 volunteers and
employees fromthe departments
of revenue, agriculture, and rural
development to reach out to each
farming household in the state,
and ask them not to burn stubble.
Though Haryana has witnessed a
considerable fall in incidents of
farm fires so far this year, officials
monitoring the situation are of the
view that delayed harvesting and
the latest spell of rain could result
in more stubble burning in a
tighter time frame.

“This means a shorter window
for sowing in the rabi season. We
fear that to ready their
farms for wheat cultiva-
tion, a greater number of
farmers will opt for the
easiest method of dealing
with paddy stubble, which
is to just burn it," said an
officer in Punjab'’s agricul-
ture department, who is
monitoring the weather
conditions and paddy har-
vest. Burning stubble is the cheap-
est and quickest way to clear the
fields, but this practice leads to a
massive spike in pollution as
winds carry smoke to the National
Capital Region, plunging it into a
public heath emergency every
winter.

This kharif season, paddy was
sown over three million hectares
in Punjab, and data from the state
agriculture department says the
crop has been harvested on
600,000 to 700,000 hectares while
the rest is still in the maturing
stage. The state meteorology
department has forecast that over-
cast skies and lightrain in several
parts will continue for a few more
days. “We have developed a
mobile application on which infor-
mation related to availability of
each machine for management of
paddy stubble would be displayed
and farmers can hire the
machine,” said Punjab agriculture
minister Kuldeep Singh Dhaliwal.

An agriculture department offi-
cer said moisture content in the
crop is as high as 22-25% in the
affected areas, which needs to go
down for farmers to get the right
price at the time of procurement.
Reports from paddy sowing dis-
tricts of Haryana said nearly 40%
of thecrop isyet to be harvested.

“We are facing problems as

AIR WE

sow wheat as the
BREATHE weather is not favoura-

nearly 50% of the procured paddy
is still in the mandis and farmers
are unable to bring their produce,”
said Ajaib Singh, a commission
agentat Karnal's Indri grain mar-
ket. Singh said most of the paddy
was lying in the open and that has
increased fear of crop damage.

Unseasonal rainfall has not only
affected harvesting in Haryana’s
paddy and bajra belt, but hasalso
affected procurement and lifting
operations, causing a glut-like situ-
ation in the mandis.

According to farmers, the rain
and delayed harvest have already
affected the sowing of crops for the
next cycle. They said most of the
farmers who had grown early
maturing paddy varieties to reap
three rounds of harvest in a year
could not clear their fields on time
for the next crop as the state wit-
nessed around 460mm rain ina
week last month.

“So far we have managed to
take the farmers along and there
were only 81 incidents of farm fires
reported in the state till October 9,
but now we fear that a delayed
harvest will leave a shorter win-
dow for sowing of next crop, caus-
ing more farm fires,” said a state
agriculture department officer,
requesting anonymity.
“We are unable to sow
potato even though my
five acres under Pusa
1509 (a Basmati variety)
were cleared on Septem-
ber 15. Now we have to

ble for potato sowing,”
said Rajkumar, a farmer
from Kurukshetra.

Another farmer AmarjitSingh
from Kurukshetra said, “My six
acres under potato got damaged
due to heavy rain last month. I
have dropped plans to grow mus-
tard on the remaining 10 acres
under paddy because of the
delayed harvest and bad weather.”

“We are motivating farmers to
make the best use of the machin-
ery given to them for in-situ man-
agement of paddy straw,” a Punjab
official said, adding that this sea-
son 32,100 machines for stubble
management would be given to
farmers, of which at least 10,000
had been dispatched toend-users.

Already 76,000 machines have
been given to farmers over the last
fouryears (from 2018 to 2021). Last
kharifseason, 71,246 cases of stub-
ble burning were recorded in Pun-
jab. In the current paddy harvest
season, 711 cases have been
reported. “We are helping farmers
make optimum use of the
machines for in-situ management
of paddy stubble,” agriculture
minister Dhaliwal said. To set an
example, Dhaliwal drovea tractor
on Sunday to collect paddy straw
with a baler — Delhi residents
would hope that his agrarian audi-
ence pays heed so that the Capital's
annual air emergency is milder
this time.
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