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New Delhi: Politics owver
Chhath Puja and the polluted
Yamunaapart, officials earry-
ingout the sprayingof ananti-
surfactant on the foam in the
Yamuna - which has been the
picture posteard of Chhath
that the Capital sends out an-
nually - have vouched for the
chemical'ssafety and efficacy

Sanjay Sharma, director
af Delhi Jal Board's quality
control wing, was on Friday
overseeing the froth eontrol
work being undertaken at Ka-
lindi Kunj as recommended
by the special committee of
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG).

Largely due to untreated
waste and effluent from deter-
gent factories entering the ri-
ver, and in the absence of dis-
solved oxygen, swathes of
froth form on the Yamuna. OF
ficials revealed that the de-fo-
amer beingsprayed at Kalindi
Kunj was polyoxypropelene,
which has been declared to be
safie by the United States Food
and Drag Administration.

Defending the exercise,
Sharma, whoisseen in the vi-
ral video of his spat with Par-
vesh Verma, claimed that an
on-site fish toxicity test and
fish bioassay had been carri-
ed out tobe “doubly sure”,

Another DJB official ad-
ded, “This de-foamer is used
waorldwide and is completely
safe. In fact, it was recommen-
ded by NMOG. In tests, fish
from the river remained unaf-
facted. In fact, we found the
dissolved oxygen level rose
and pollution dropped.” Ac-
cording to the fish bicassay, a
report of which is with TOL
elght local Yamuna roho and
puthi fish were kept in 2( litres
of defocaming chemical dilu-
ted 10 times for two to 12 hours.
without coming to any harm,

The officials pointed out
that the de-foaming agent,
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Use of chemical boosted dissolved
oxygen, reduced pollution: Official

NO MORE FOAMING?

De-foamer
in use

»> A chemical of
polyoxypropeleng
group that
dissolves the froth

» Raw emulsion
is diluted 100
times before
spraying on froth
» Officials claim
improvement in
DO, biochemcial
oxygen demand
(BOD) and
chemical oxygen
demand (COD)

» Claimed to have
no impact on fish
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procured through a Colmba-
tore organisation, was pro-
ving good for the river’s he-
alth. “The chemical was tes-
ted in DJB's laboratory for a
month where it was discove-
red toberaising the dissolved
oxvgen level. The compound
hasbeenapproved by FDA for
use in waterbodies and efflu-
ent treatment plants to redu-
cefroth,” said Sharma.

A DJB official explained
that “there could be twomajor
reagons why foam is formed
on the river One, of course,
because there are $0 many

open drains discharging se-
wage into the river. The se-
cond is that the barrage at Ka-
lindi Kunj hasabigdifference
in water level that results in
water flowing downstream
cansing turbulence, Were the
water to be released from the
barrage smoothly, froth for-
mation would be minimised.”

Aceording tothe officials,
the first trial of the anti-sur-
factant sprav was conducted
on October 24, 5ince then, the
dissolved oxvgen level has in-
ereased on that streteh of the
Yamuna. Spraying will conti-

nue there between am and
#pm fora few more days in an
effort to prevent froth.
However, riveractivist Ma-
noj Mishra, pointed out in a
tweet that the use of man-ma-
de polymers couldn't be dee-
maed eco-friendly. “Not contes-
ting the intention though, why
only now is a valid query; it
can be asked how useof aman-
made polymer ‘silicone’ with
known toxic effects is dubbed
eco-friendly” tweeted Mishra.
DJB officials explained,
however, that the chemieal
had beendiluted toa very safe

level. Unlike every vear, per-
haps this vear devotees who
gather in large numbers on
the Yamuna bank for Chhath
Puja may not have to grapple
as much with froth.

It was last November that
that chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal had announced a
six-point action plan to clean
the Yamuna and said he wo-
uld himseolf take a dip in the
river before the next Assem-
bly elections, in effect fulfil-
ling a promise made by his
party in 2020. But that's easi-
ersald than done.
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NEW DELHI: With the city prepar-
ing to celebrate Chhath Puja, the
toxic foam in the Yamuna - an
annual affair during this time of
the year - has kicked ofl a political
row with the Bharativa Janata
Party (BJF)and the Congress alleg-
ing that the government was using
A 'poisonous’ Spray o remove
froth and the ruling Aam Aadmi
Party [AAP) rejecting the charge as
politically motivated.

In a video shared widely on
social media, BIP MP from West
Drelhi Pravesh Sahib Singh Vermea
‘was seen on Friday shouting ata
Delhi Jal Board official during a
visit toa Chhath ghat.

In the video, Verma is seen ask-
ing the official if the anti-frothing
chemical be poured on him. The
MP later said that he found con-
tainers of poisonous chemicals
during his visit to the ghat “1
repeatedly asked them to not put
chemicals into the Yamuna. How
can [ not be angered if officials
dom't listen to me? If1 have to talk
on this manmner for the benefit of
the people of Delhi, then | have no
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Politics heats up as Oppn targets
govt over spray to clean Yamuna

Delhi Jal Board officials spray chemicals into the Yamuna to dissolve the toxic foam, — SAWEEY VERMAMT

problem,” Verma said.

The AAP hit back saying even
as the Delhi governiment was pre-
paring for the Chhath Puja, BJIP
leaders are hampering work and
misbehaving with the officials.
"The local Poorvanchali people
took the BJP politicians to task.

e

BIP does not do anything while its
leaders are threatening the Delhi
government officials,” AAP MLA
and party’s spokzsperson Saurabh
Bharadwaj tweeted.
Meanwhile, Delhi Congress
chief Anil Chaudhary fled a palice
complaint against Delhi Jal Board

(DJB) officials for allegedly sprin-
kling “toxic chemicals™ in the

Yamuna.
Chaudhary said, “We have filed
acomplaint regarding spraying of
poisonous chemicals in the
Yamuna waters by the Delhi gov-
ernment officials to hide the

ammonia-phosphorus  foam,
which will further add toxicity to
the already heavily polluted river,
and pose severe health problems
to the devotees who will perform
Chhath Puja at the Yamuna ghats
on October 30 and 31"

The DIB, however, clarified that
the agency was using a silicon
dioxide-based agent with poly-
oxypropylene group as the
de-foaming agent, and added that
itis not harmiul. “Silicon dioxide is
derived from silica or sand, Tt is
used in shampoos, conditioners
and even some medicines, Some
videos of doctors talking about its
toxicity are being seen on social
media, but we need to understand
that these compounds need to be
spoken about in the context of the
right concentration and dosage.
The mixture is being used with 100
times dilution and there is visible
improvement in the water qual-
ity," a Jal Board official said. ask-
ing not to be named.

Foam or froth formation is a
phenomenon that ocours on many
lakes and streams, Foam bubbles
are produced when organic mat-
ter decomposes and releases sur-
factants or surface-active agents.
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