File No.T-74074/10/2019-WSE DTE

Hindustan Times- 07- November-2022

G Asok
Kumar and
' Gajendra
‘Singh
'Shekhawat

elebraiing;
rivers of India

he sixth edition of Ganga Utsav - The River
T Festival, was organised in the Capital on

Friday by the Natioral Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG) in the presence of politicos,
bureaucrats and diplomats. The event saw
cultural performances, folk music renditions,
film screening and storytzlling. The
performances touched upon issues pertaining to
the rivers of India, such as river conservation,
the river-people connect and creating economic
opportunities for those living in the Ganga basin.
The chief guest for the morning session, G
Kishan Reddy, Union Minister for Culture,
Tourism and Development of North Eastern
Region, said, “Conservation of rivers is the
biggest responsibility, which we have to fulfil
together.” In the evening session, Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat, Union Minister of Jal Shaldti,
said, “The expansion of cvilisation is not
possible without rivers; they are the elixir of life.
Ganga is not just our national river, but also our
cultural heritage.” Among those present at the
event were Bishweswar Tadu, Minister of State,
Jal Shakti and Tribal Affairs, Freddy Svane,
Danish Ambassador toIrdia, and G Asok
Kumar, director general, NMCG. HTC
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India hopes for fair negotiations
at UN climate change summit

COP27 opens with inclusion of ‘loss and damage’ in agenda

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The United
Nations’ climate change sum-
mit opened in Egypt on Sunday
with the inclusion of ‘loss and
damage’ finance in the official
agenda and India hoping that
fair negotiations on it would
follow.

Loss and damage is a term
used to refer to the conse-
quences of climate change that
go beyond what people can
adapt to, or when options exist
but a community doesn't have
the resources to access or uti-
lise them.

Financing or a new fund
for addressing loss and damage
-- for example money needed
for relocating people displaced
by floods -- has been a long-
pending demand of poor and
developing countries, includ-
ing India. But rich countries
have avoided discussions on
it for over a decade. “With
the inclusion of this agenda
item, India will be engaging
constructively and actively on
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the subject during the course
of discussions at COP27 and
hoping that fair negotiations on
loss and damage follow:” read
a blog post written by Union
Environment Minister Bhu-
pender Yadav.

“India welcomes adop-
tion of agenda item ‘Loss and
Damage’ at COP27,” the min-
ister said. He said financial
mechanisms under the United
Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change, such

as Global Environment Facility,
Green Climate Fund and Adap-
tation Fund, are under-funded
and are not able to mobilise or
deliver funds for loss and dam-
age due to climate change.
Accessing funding from
these mechanisms is complex
and time taking. Adaptation
funding is highly inadequate
and loss and damage funding
has been almost negligible.
Taking note of the situation,
India along with other coun-

“ With the inclusion of this agenda item,
India will be engaging constructively and
actively on the subject during the course of
discussions at COP27 and hoping that fair
negotiations on loss and damage follow

tries had been pursuing the
adoption of an agenda item on
loss and damage finance, the
minister said.

India also expected action
from rich countries in terms
of climate finance, technology
transfer and strengthening the
capacity of poor and develop-
ing countries to combat climate
change.

“India believes COP27,
themed “Together for Imple-
mentation, should turn out to
be the ‘COP for Action’ in terms
of climate finance, technology
transfer and capacity building.
“The scale of the problem fac-
ing the world is huge. Action
cannot be delayed and hence
concrete solutions must come
up and implementation must

start with COP27," Yadav said.

The 27th edition of the
Conference of Parties (COP)
to UNFCCC will also see the
country seeking clarity on the
definition of climate finance.

The absence of a definition
of climate finance allows devel-
oped countries to greenwash
their finances and pass off loans
as climate-related aid.

“India is very clear that the
world needs a multilaterally
agreed definition of climate
finance. India does not recog-
nise loans to be climate finance
because it pushes vulnerable
countries further into debts.
Our focus at COP27 during
our negotiations is thus on con-
cessional and climate-specific
grants,” Yadav said.
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QUICK TAKE

PROTECT GROUNDWATER RESOURCES

NDIA may soon face empty aquifers thanks to the careless cul-
tivation of water-intensive crops. The latest ICRISAT report
says groundwater extraction is over 100% in leading agricul-
tural states, negating rainwater harvesting efforts. Alarmingly;
the ground above empty aquifers is sinking in some regions
because of excessive extraction. The government must act quick-
ly to stop exploitative groundwater use and avoid the prospect of
food insecurity and the resultant impact on people’s livelihoods.
A revised agriculture policy must ensure that weather and ter-
rain determine the crop type. For instance, dry regions should not
deal with water-intensive crops like sugarcane, wheat and rice.
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